Wrangler

Kyrene Corridor Edition

Dec. 19, 2009 - Jan. 9, 2010 • Vol. 20, No. 25
Serving South Tempe & West Chandler since 1991

Winter Wonderland

Kyrene School District staffers took a break to wrap new
toys and games for the annual Winter Wonderland event
that benefits homeless Kyrene families. Among Santa’s
helpers were, from left, Bonny Dolinsek, Jen Hargreaves,
Diane Churilla, Amanda Hamm and Sheryl Mann.
Wrangler News photo by David Stone
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Grass roots organizers generating
support for Kyrene schools override
By Jeremy Banks
tand for Children, a grass roots childadvocacy organization, has its eyes set on
helping community members in the Kyrene
School District develop their voice.
Olga Vives, a district organizer for Stand
for Children, has been a community advocate
for most of her adult life. The organization’s goal
of improving and promoting education was an
attraction and made her want to get involved.
“They were launching this initiative in
Arizona. I really looked at what the kids needed in
Arizona, in public education,” she said.
Stand for Children, founded in 1996, helps
develop community leaders and education
awareness. The organization has chapters in
Oregon, Washington state, Massachusetts,
Colorado and Tennessee.
“We only go to states where we can see
that improvements are needed and we can
accomplish reform, that the goals are attainable
and that people, our members that join us into
these grass roots teams, are able to see that, with
their involvement, that they can change public
education in Arizona.”
Arizona ranks 46th in fourth grade reading,
43rd in fourth grade math, 42nd in eighth grade
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Stand for Children organizer Olga Vives: Making a difference.
— Wrangler News photo

reading, 38th in eighth grade math and 36th in
publicly funded pre-K access.
“Arizona lags behind most national standards,”
Vives said. “We want to make sure the kids in
Arizona are able to compete and go to college and
get careers and be able to be successful in life.”
At this time, Stand for Children has three
teams in place in the Kyrene School District. The
teams are located at Kyrene de la Cielo, Corona
del Sol High School and Aprende Middle School.
Vives said she’s hoping to form more teams in
coming weeks.
Vives said the organization identifies team
leaders, parents and others who are interested in
issues. They then form teams made up of group
leaders and members. She initially contacted the
Kyrene School District and spoke with district
superintendent Dr. David Schauer.
“We explained what we wanted to do in the
district. He was very supportive,” Vives said.
She was given contacts for parents and
community members.
“I started calling them and they started giving
me other names of people. I sat down with many
parents and talked to them about this and they
were very excited,” Vives said. “It’s been a very
— BONDS, Page 6

Happy Holidays
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East Valley

Call (480) 776-5231
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Quiet interior street, private backyard. Delightful.

4BR/3.5BA Stunning Home, dramatic curb appeal, fantastic
interior with crown molding, upgraded appliances, 6 burner
gas cook top, beautiful granite counters, upgraded cabinets.
The basement is wonderful with large game/rec room, 2
bedrooms and full bath. The backyard has a $75,000 pool with
slide and water feature. Built in bar-b-que, its all here in this
turnkey home. offered at $700,000

Unbelievable custom Santa Fe on a 1/2 acre
beautiffully landscaped lot.

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

An Independent
Member Broker

e
Pric

Waterfront TW Lewis home in a quiet cul-de-sac

4 BR / 3 BA /SF: 4,551 This is the finest construction you will find. Every
ceiling in this fabulous home is different. Wood beams, latillas, vegas, wood
planking very tasteful. Open spacious floorplan with dramatic family room
with custom wood work and custom designed fireplace. Extensive built in
bookcases in study, comfortable master suite which opens to wonderful patio
and pool area. Unique coach garage doors and all interior doors custom made.
This is a true Hacienda done very tastefully and shows space and grace in living
and design. Priced to sell. $850,000

5BR/3BA Looking down the long expansive view of the lake
from the kitchen, family room, dining room and master
suite, this stunning home features all of the upgrades you
would expect. Ocotillo is a Troon managed golf course.
Unbelievable opportunity to live in this golf course
community in a TW Lewis home on the lake. Welcome
Home! Chandler, AZ offered at $500,000

AVOID THE HEARTACHE OF
FORECLOSURE WITH A SHORT SALE

Beautiful Chelsea Manor featuring custom homes
on well landscaped lots - Tempe - $800,000
4,158 SF This quality Forte' custom home features circular
driveway, dramatic exterior columns and slate tile entry.
Formal Living and Dining Rooms. Enjoy the oversized family
room with lots of light, niches, gas fireplace and custom
coffered ceilings. No wasted space in this quality custom
designed home.

Avoid Foreclosure and get your home SOLD
quick with less hassle. I guarantee in writing
the bank will get their money and you will keep
yours! You pay nothing to the bank to sell your
home, guaranteed! Don’t ruin your credit with
a Foreclosure! Buy a home in 2 years...For less
than what you paid for your current home!

Call Carol Royse Today
at 480-776-5231 or go to
www.WHATSMYHOMEWORTH.ORG

AZ BANK FORECLOSURES
“Mesa $199,000”

BR: 4 / BA: 2 / SF: 1770
No short sale here! Wonderful home,
all the right touches.

“Tempe”

BR: 5 / BA: 4.5 / SF: 4885
$574,900. Wow...CURB APPEAL!

Program available
in all of Arizona

To View
All Our
Inventory,
Visit:

Gorgeous Property! Peoria $299,000
Leaded glass front door, beautiful corian counters, custom
cabinets with crown molding, absolutely nothing to do.
Deck off Master Suite looks to beautiful mountains for
serene views. This property is a 10+ ready for fast close.
Near Blackstone Golf Course & Mountain Vista
Community Ctr with tennis, pool and club amenities.

BANK-OWNED &
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES
480-776-5277
“Chandler”

“Chandler”

BR: 3 / BA: 2 / SF: 3251

BR: 3 / BA: 1.5 / SF: 928

Gorgeous house! You don’t want to
miss this beauty! $229,900

Bank owned property. $110,000

BR: 3 / BA: 2 / Multi-family home,
new kitchen, baths, floors and
plumbing. $159,900

“Apache Junction”

$8000 tax credit for first-time homebuyers to purchase a home.
$6500 Tax Credit to Existing Home Owners!

CarolRoyse.com
Visit my Web site for a 360-Degree “Virtual Tour” of some of the Southeast Valley’s most appealing properties.
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Good news for last-minute shoppers

Still time to ensure gifts’ on-time arrival — if you hurry

By Jeremy Banks
ith the holiday season fast
approaching, timing and
attention to detail can make a
big difference.
Walt Guy, owner of the UPS Stores
in south Tempe at 315 W. Elliot Road,
Suite 107, and 7650 S. McClintock,
Suite 103, said he would advise anyone
planning to send packages for the
holidays to be an early bird.
That failing, however, there are
some last-minute options.
“If all else fails, if you’re too busy
or you forgot something, you still
have options to get it there before
Christmas,” Guy said. “And those
choices are second-day air, third-day
air and overnight. Those are the three
final options. We can actually ship the
week of Christmas and you can still get
it there as long as Mother Nature is
cooperative and your destination city is
not experiencing a winter storm.
Air delivery, Guy said, is the
most efficient and safest way to ship
packages.

W

“Air is the best way. It’s also the
most expensive way. Air gets special
priority, special handling because of
the high cost involved.
With both ground and air delivery,
the package can be tracked all the way
to its destination and it is insured at a
minimum of $100. There is an option
to add insurance based on the value of
what is being shipped.
Guy said that, when sending
packages, the store will make sure
everything is packaged properly.
However, if some choose to do it
themselves, he said contents should
not arrive broken or damaged if you
follow a few fundamental tips. Use a
sturdy shipping box that is in good
shape, so that it is able to withstand
drops while traveling.
For items which are not soft goods,
such as clothing or stuffed animals,
make sure there are two to three
inches of packing “peanuts” between
the items and the box. Delicate items,
such as glass and ceramics, should
be individually bubble-wrapped with
two to three inches of packing peanuts

UPS Store’s Walt Guy: No time to spare
— Wrangler News photo

between the item and the box.
Electronic equipment should be
bubble wrapped and surrounded by
peanuts. All shipping companies,
Guy said, recommend against using
paper wrap and string on packages. If
needed, Guy said, the stores have boxes
and packing materials available.
There is a new service this year that

The UPS Store is offering.
“If people are too busy or if they
don’t have time, or the package is too
big to bring to the store, I will pick it
up for them,” Guy said.
“I will go to their house, pick it up,
bring it back here and process it for
them so that all they really need to do
is come in and pay. In some cases we
can do the whole transaction over the
phone.
“If there’s a big order (about five to
six packages) I’ll do it for free. If it’s
a small order there will be a modest
charge.”
Hazardous materials, guns and
ammunition are among items that
cannot be sent.
Guy said delivery can be a huge
help but timing is everything.
“To save money and make sure that
they don’t have to worry about it, the
sooner they get their packages ready
for shipping, the better off they’ll be,”
he said.
Information: 480-889-0060 or
480-777-2777.
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Bonds
From Page 2
positive experience.”
Stand for Children, Vives said,
allows community members to
identify concerns and take action.
“The organization’s vision is
to organize parents, teachers,
administrators and members of the
community who are interested in
making improvements in our public
school,” Vives said.
“And we organize them into
taking action towards the goals
that they decided are important to
improve the schools.
“STAND’s role in this is to give
leaders the training, make sure they
know about educational issues that
pertain to their district.
“We support their effort. We
help them strategize. We’re not the
organizers. We give them the tools
to organize.”
School funding is an important
issue among community members,
Vives said.
On March 9, voters will be asked
to continue the current override,
which has been repeatedly renewed
by voters since 1983. Only one
incremental increase has been
requested during that time; voter
approval on March 9 would simply
continue the existing override, which
provides $12.4 million in district
operating funds.
“There is a concern in Kyrene,
and I hear this from parents and
other people, that we really need
to make sure the support is there
in order to maintain the quality in
Kyrene,” Vives said.
“We really need to make sure
that they support the funds and that
the legislators understand that we
are very interested in maintaining
that and improving that,” she said.
“If they keep reducing the budget
for the schools, that would affect all
the districts, including Kyrene.”
Vives said with Stand for
Children leaders and members in
place, making a difference will be
easier, just as has occurred in other
states.
“(Our effort) represents hard
work, but it results in change. Those
parents that are involved with Stand
for Children…become leaders in the
community,” Vives said.
Based on previous experience
organizing chapters, Vives is
optimistic.
“This model works. It’s showing
results, and this is what we’re
hoping we do in Arizona, too.”

Merry Christmas!
Kyrene Corridor Rotarians sorted through presents the club donated to a deserving family picked by the Boys and Girls Club of the East
Valley. The gifts ranged from wish-list presents from the recipients’ young son to basic household items such as laundry detergent and cleaning
products. The club plans to hold more such community projects in coming months, including campaigns that involve reading to children and
providing services to those who are wheelchair-bound. Area residents can participate in the club’s various projects throughout the year.
Information is available by calling President Kyle Maki at 480-966-0837.
— Wrangler News photo

Secret to gelato success: Enlist the whole family
By Slim Smith
hen Enzo and Lisa Scarcella
opened their gelato shop in
Tempe in the last weeks of
September, you had to wonder about
the timing.
Opening a new business as the
country struggles to emerge from
its worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression seemed a risky
proposition.
So, too, was opening a gelato shop
in an area where – in about a two-mile
stretch — two such shops have closed
over the past couple of months.
In fact, Enzo’s Gelato and Coffee
Bar, located in the Harmon Plaza on
the southwest corner of Rural and Ray,
operates at the same location of one of
those defunct shops.
The Scarcellas’ strategy to buck
those odds and succeed?
Nepotism.
“I think the reason those other
shops had to close was that there
expenses were just too high,’’ says Enzo
Scarcella. “You have to keep expenses
down to make it now.’’
Whatever other obstacles the
Scarcellas may face, payroll won’t be
one of them.
Enzo and Lisa are the only regular

W

employees, although they do get some
help from their daughters, Chiara and
Ilaria, both students at Corona del Sol
High School.
“This is very much a family
enterprise,’’ says Lisa Scarcella. “It’s
something we do together as a family
and we want our shop to be all about
creating a family atmosphere. In Italy,
the gelato shops are gathering places;
it’s a part of the culture and something
we want to recreate here.’’
Although this is their first foray
into owning a business, the Scarcellas’
background certainly seems to have
prepared them for the venture.
The Scarcellas met in Florence,
Italy, where both were students. Lisa,
left Chicago to study art history in
Florence while Enzo, who grew up on
his family’s citrus farm in Calabria,
came to Florence to study economics.
It had long been Enzo’s dream to
open a gelato shop. There are more
than 37,000 gelato shops in Italy,
where the Italian ice cream occupies a
unique status.
Enzo and Lisa married in 1989 and
moved from Italy to Tempe in 2001.
Even then, the Scarcellas’ dream of
opening a gelato shop was bubbling.
The timing didn’t seem right then.

“We moved here in August 2001,’’
Lisa said. “Well, you know what
happened soon after that. Our kids’
first day of school was 9/11. It was such
as scary time. We had just moved here.
The shock of it all was just too much.
We decided we had better wait.’’
Now, eight years later, the
Scarcellas are living their dream. Lisa
opens the shop in the morning. Enzo
takes over in the afternoon and closes
the shop. Two of their daughters (the
Scarcellas’ oldest daughter, Federica, is
studying law in France), help out after
school.
Gelato has been making inroads in
the United States during the past 20
years. The average American consumes
almost six gallons of ice cream
products a year Almost 10 percent of
that total is now gelato.
Americans are discovering that
gelato is a healthier alternative to ice
cream. Gelato contains less than half
the fat of regular ice cream because its
main ingredient is whole milk rather
than cream.
Not that it tastes “healthy,’’ though.
“You don’t get the feeling that you
are eating something low-fat,’’ said
— GELATO, Page 23
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Alternative to suspension keeps kids in classroom
But funding will
go away without
community support

By Don Kirkland
hen Michelle Hirsch walked into Mr. Robert
Harding’s classroom at Pueblo Middle
School, the 15 kids seated attentively at their
desks might have been “A” students in an accelerated
honors program. They weren’t.
These were kids who had been kicked out of
regular classrooms around the district and who had
elected, with an OK from their parents, to spend their
suspensions in a class designed to fix the problems
that brought them into Harding’s domain.
Whether they’ve been suspended for a few
days or a few weeks, these “problem” kids get a
carefully crafted mix of academic and behavioral
help, designed to reinforce their ability to
function successfully in a conventional classroom
environment.
So far, say district officials, the concept is
working. Only about 10 percent of the kids who
complete the program are re-suspended after
returning to their regular schools.
“I was really impressed with these kids,” says
Hirsch, a Kyrene school board member on a mission
to observe the program in action.
“They weren’t slouched down in their seats, they
didn’t show an ‘attitude;’ they were really engaged in
what Mr. Harding was telling them.”
What Harding tells these kids, all of whom have
been excluded from regular classrooms because of
inappropriate behavior, isn’t a packaged, one-sizefits-all pitch. It’s a highly individualized curriculum
deftly configured by Harding and the program’s other
four teachers to address each child’s specific needs.
Overseeing the teachers’ work is Diane Peters,
a former assistant principal at Kyrene Middle
School who came out of retirement to head an
initiative known as KASP, for Kyrene Alternative to
Suspension Program.
The program was launched in 2004, helped along
by a $180,000 grant that paid for all but $20,000 of
its operational funds, which ended up being allocated
by the Kyrene district. Yet, despite the program’s
success, it may have to be discontinued next year
because the grant money has dried up and the
district can’t afford to go it alone.
“This would be a real tragedy,” said Hirsch. “This
(program) has provided a way for the district to catch
some of the kids who otherwise would fall through
the cracks. It gives them coping skills. It minimizes
the dropout rate.”
Although students who have been suspended tend
to be branded as problem children, the truth is that
many are simply acting out as a result of difficulty at
home, economic problems, death of a parent or other
conditions that are beyond the child’s control, says
Hirsch.
“The program can’t fix these kinds of issues, but it
can teach the child how to do a better job of coping,”
she said.
In such cases, Hirsch says, the fix can be

W

Kyrene school board member Michelle Hirsch, right, joined teacher Robert Harding and district administrator Patty
Weegar for a discussion with kids enrolled in Kyrene’s innovative alternate-to-suspension program at Pueblo Middle
School.
— Wrangler News photo by Alex Zener

relatively simple. “It may be something as easy
as remembering to put their homework in their
backpack.”
Indeed, there are cases in which the road to
improvement may not be so simple to navigate. A

The program can’t fix
problems at home, but it
can teach the child how to
do a better job of coping.
student who is suspended for threatening a teacher
may have a number of issues that need to be
addressed, which illustrates the value of a targeted
action plan adopted for each participating child.

Although the program has been widely accepted
by Kyrene parents, some still won’t let their child
participate, Hirsch says.
“Sometimes the parents are defensive and feel
that their child shouldn’t be in a program with kids
whose behavior may be worse than theirs,” she said.
And sometimes they don’t want the child to be away
from his or her regular school for three weeks—the
length of the program even if the suspension is for
only a few days.
If funds are not forthcoming next year, the
program won’t generate discussion because it won’t
be available.
Kelly Alexander, the Kyrene district’s
administrator in charge of the program, says one
hope is that parents and other community members
will help offset the reduced funding by donating to
the non-profit Kyrene Education Association.
For information about the program or how to
make a donation, call 480-783-2431.

Fitness event promises fun for whole family
Kyrene de La Paloma will hold its second annual
Family Fitness 5K and 1-Mile Dove Dash on Jan. 9 in
Chandler.
The event was founded to encourage families
to start the year being active and spending time
together. Every person who finishes either event will
receive a medal.
The course is a flat course with lots of volunteers
to encourage and cheer participants along the way.

The course also features mile markers even half-mile
and waiter and aid stations are regular intervals, with
refreshments at the end of the race.
Merchandise awards will be given to the top three
male and female finishers in both events and many
other treats will be distributed during the awards
ceremony.
For registration information, visit www.
palomapta.org/Fundraisers.html
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Budget crisis threatens major impact on high school sports
‘Tough and getting
tougher’ to meet
the needs of Corona
del Sol’s athletic
programs

By Slim Smith

Y

ou can’t blame Dan Nero if he
feels a bit like a Santa Claus
without a workshop these days.
In his role as assistant principal and
athletic director at Corona del Sol High
School, Nero has been inundated with
the wish lists of coaches from virtually
all of the Aztecs’ athletic programs as
the economy struggles to get back on
its feet.

— Dan Nero

Happy Holidays!
FREE Medium Drink of Choice with
Purchase of 1 Pound of Coffee Beans
With this coupon. Offer Expires 1/15/10

Mon-Fri 6am-2pm • Sat & Sun 7am-2pm

CHANDLER
AMERICAN
LITTLE LEAGUE
BASEBALL
2010 SPRING SEASON REGISTRATION
Serving all Chandler residents living in 85226 and 85224 zip codes
CONTACT EMAIL: CALL2010@COX.NET

Online Registration is fast, easy and convenient!
Visit our website today at

http://eteamz.active.com/chandleramerican/
or

Register in person at
West Chandler Ballpark (Kyrene & Frye Rd)

Sat., Jan. 9, 9-11 a.m. or Wed., Jan. 13, 6-8 p.m.
Please bring childs birth certificate and a copy of current utility (showing your zip code)

Fees**
$70 - T-Ball • 5-6 years old/Coach Pitch • 6-8 years old
$110 - Minor/Major/Juniors • 9-14 years old (8 year olds may tryout)
$225 - Family Cap
**Online fees waived for registration prior to December 31
No child will be turned away because of inability to pay. Please ask to speak to any board member.

Mark Your Calendar (subject to change)
Minor/Major Tryouts • Sat., Feb. 6 • 9 a.m. • West Chandler Ballpark
Late Tryouts • Wed., Feb. 10 • 7 p.m. • West Chandler Ballpark
Parent/Coach/Player Meeting • Thurs., Feb. 18 • 7 p.m. • West Chandler Ballpark
Opening Day • Sat., March 27 • West Chandler Ballpark

And, unlike Santa Claus, Nero
doesn’t have a bottomless bag from
which he can fill those requests.
“Tough and getting tougher,’’ is
the way Nero describes his efforts to
meet the needs of the school’s athletic
programs.
“We have less and less money to do
the things we need to do,’’ Nero says.
While virtually every program has
specific needs that funding does not
cover, Aztecs’ baseball coach Dave
Webb faces a unique challenge. His
mission: Keep Corona’s two baseball
fields from deteriorating to sandlot
status.
“It’s the one thing with being an
outdoor sport,’’ says Webb, whose team
is coming off a state championship.
“Our facility has to be constantly
cared for. Every year, we need grass
seed and fertilizer. Plus, a company
that resurfaces baseball fields came by
and told us that we needed 40 to 50
tons of dirt on our fields. We got eight
tons last year.’’
Webb estimates the cost of
maintaining the field runs close to
$5,000 per year. It goes beyond
aesthetics, of course. A poorly

maintained field can be a health risk.
The cost of maintaining the fields
isn’t the only necessary items not
covered by the budget. Baseballs,
equipment, uniforms are also in lean
supply.
While no one disputes the need for
such items, the school is hard-pressed
to find money for them.
During more than 30 years as a
teacher, administrator and athletic
director, Nero understands that extracurricular activities, while important,
must not compete with the academics.
“As an old math teacher, I realize
that we have to take care of the
academic side first. Everything else
must follow. That makes for a tough
situation. Sports and activities are
important, but the reality is that
everything goes on the table now.’’
Nero said the support of the city,
community and the school district
administrators has left Corona in
better shape than many of schools in
the area. Even so, Nero said, the crisis
is beginning to approach critical mass.
“Fortunately, we haven’t been
forced to cut programs,’’ Nero said.
— CRISIS, Page 10
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Last Minute School Tax
Credit Donations
District Office Open on New Year’s Eve 10am-2pm
Donate in person, mail or online at: www.kyrene.org/taxcredit
Yes! My choice is to enhance education! I am enclosing a

check
money order payable to the Kyrene School of my choice for
$________________ as a contribution to the public school system for extracurricular activity fees. A separate check must be received for each school.
Designated school and/or area to receiving funding: School name:____________________________Program name:___________________________
Please apply my contribution to the following specific EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY at the school(s) that I have designated: _____________________________
Name ______________________________________________ Daytime Phone _________________________________________
Mailing Address ________________________________________ City ________________________ State ______ Zip Code ________
*Total amount cannot exceed $400 for joint tax return. Individual returns are $200 maximum credit. Corporate and/or business checks are not eligible. A.R.S.
43-1089(E) defines extracurricular activities as school-sponsored activities that supplement the school’s educational program and require enrolled students to
pay a fee in order to participate. Please check with the school if you have questions about specific program eligibility.
Please Note: The above complete information is required in order for this contribution to be used as a TAX CREDIT on your 2009 Arizona State Income
report. If the information is incomplete, your contribution and form will be returned to you. Tax credits must be POSTMARKED by December 31, 2009.
Please mail completed form to: Tax Credits, Kyrene School District No. 28, 8700 South Kyrene Road, Tempe, AZ 85284. This is NOT a receipt.
You will be mailed a receipt by the receiving school.

Elementary Schools:
Kyrene de las Brisas
Kyrene de los Cerritos
Kyrene del Cielo
Kyrene de la Colina
Kyrene de la Esperanza
Kyrene de la Estrella

Kyrene de los Lagos
Kyrene de las Lomas
Kyrene de las Manitas
Kyrene de la Mariposa
Kyrene del Milenio
Kyrene de la Mirada
Kyrene Monte Vista

Kyrene de los Niños
Kyrene del Norte
Kyrene de la Paloma
Kyrene de la Sierra
Kyrene del Sureño
C.I. Waggoner

Middle Schools:
Kyrene Akimel A-al
Kyrene Altadeña
Kyrene Aprende
Kyrene Centennial
Kyrene Middle School
Kyrene del Pueblo

Home School:
CASA Vida
KASP:
Kyrene Alternative to
Suspension

www.kyrene.org/taxcredit or call 480-783-4000

Online applications for 2010-11 open enrollment begin on December 21, 2009.
Walk-in applications will be accepted January 4 at any Kyrene school.
www.kyrene.org/oe or call 480-783-4175

%JTUSJDU0öDFt4,ZSFOF3PBE 5FNQF ";t
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Crisis
From Page 8

Needy and underprivileged Kyrene Corridor kids will find a big surprise under the Christmas tree this
year, thanks to Erika Stewart’s months-long determination to knit and sell handmade pot holders. At $10
each, 200 of the handy kitchen aids generated $2,000 in revenue, which in turn was used to purchase 50
new bikes. Erika, who volunteered to stuff holiday stockings at the Kyrene School District’s annual Winter
Wonderland, got some help from husband Charles and grandson Michael Washington.
— Photo contributed by Glenn Richins

“But it may come to that at some point. Right
now, we’re taking a hard look at all of our programs
in terms of maybe shortening the seasons for some of
the programs, especially on the freshman and junior
varsity level.
“We haven’t reached that point yet, but it’s
definitely on the horizon unless things change.’’
As school budgets decline, extra-curricular
programs are turning more and more to their
community. But the same economic realities that
affect the state also impact families.
Joni Spradling, a member of Corona’s baseball
booster club, says one way the community can
help fund extra-curricular programs is by taking
advantage of a state tax credit that allows a family to
earmark up to $400 for school programs.
The money can be earmarked for a specific sports
or activity, whether it is baseball or band, basketball
or choir.
“I think it’s a great way to support the extracurricular programs,’’ Spradling said.
“If more people knew about the tax credit, it could
make a difference. With the way things are, every
little bit helps.’’
The tax credits can be used to support not
only sports programs, but any of the school’s
extracurricular programs, all of whom are facing
similar economic struggles.
All donations must be made before Dec. 31
to receive credit on your 2009 return. For more
information, visit https://www.tuhsd.k12.az.us

CUSTOM REMODELING SPECIALIST • 480-200-9037

JCE Company

O pt io n
D eg re e

s: w
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ww.mes

/
u/dept2

Whole House Remodels • Room Additions • Kitchens • Bathrooms • Bedrooms • Garages
Granite & Cabinetry • All Tile work • Windows & Doors • Sunrooms • Offices • Patios
All Concrete work • Structural Work • Architectural & Design Planning • All Tenant
Improvements • Providing Energy Efficient/Saving Solutions • And Much More!

John C. Erickson - Owner
Over 25 years Experience
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s
e
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w
w
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:
Classes
Spring 2010

Licensed: Residential #Roc171687 • Licensed: Commercial #Roc248954 • Bonded & Insured

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE • VALLEYWIDE • WWW.JCECOMPANY.COM

u/career
y: www.mesacc.ed
Career & Re- Entr

Register for Spring Classes Today
Online – 5ċ).%+,ċ! 1
Operator Assisted Telephone – 480-461-7700
In-Person – Southern & Dobson or Red Mountain Campus
ŏ%* ŏ1/ŏ+*ŏ!++'ŏđŏ+((+3ŏ1/ŏ+*ŏ3%00!.ŏđŏ0$ŏ1/ŏ+*ŏ+11!
Richard Wright

MCC Southern and Dobson Campus 480.461.7000
MCC Downtown Center 480.461.6100

www.mesacc.edu

MCC Online www.mesacc.edu/mcconline 480.461.7928

A Maricopa Community College The Maricopa County Community College District is an EEO/AA institution.

3030 S. Rural Rd., Ste 101
Tempe, AZ 85282

480-967-7306

Wrangler News • Dec. 19, 2009 - Jan. 9, 2010 • Page 11

Four file papers for City Council
seats to be decided next year
Four candidates have announced
their intention to seek election to three
open seats on the Tempe City Council.
The primary is scheduled Tuesday,
March 9; the general will be Tuesday,
May 18.
Confirmed candidates are Robin
Arredondo-Savage, Shana Ellis,
Mark Ortiz and Onnie Shekerjian.
Ellis is Tempe’s current vice mayor.
Arredondo-Savage is a Tempe Union
High School District board member.
Ortiz is employed by locksmith and
lawn-care companies. Shekerjian is a
current councilmember.
The candidates were required to
submit at least 789 but no more than
1,578 nomination-petition signatures
from registered Tempe voters by
the Dec. 9 deadline; petitions of the
applicants were determined to contain
the required number of signatures and
be substantial in form with nomination
requirements, according to Tempe City
Clerk Jan Hort.
Beginning Jan. 7 and ending May
6, city channel Tempe 11 will broadcast
“open mic” appearances by City
Council candidates. Each candidates
will have five minutes to speak prior to

each scheduled City Council meeting.
Those taped remarks are played
back on the channel, which is viewable
in Tempe on Cox Cable Channel 11, or
online at www.tempe.gov/tempe11.
From Feb. 16 through March 5,
early voting in person will be available
at the Tempe Public Library, 3500 S.
Rural Road, and the ASU Safety Escort
Office, 330 E. University Drive, Tempe.
The voting locations are open MondayThursday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Registered voters may request
early ballots in order to vote by mail.
Voters also can place themselves
on a permanent early-voting list
by contacting the Maricopa County
Elections Department.
For more information, or to register
to vote, visit the Tempe City Clerk’s
Web page at www.tempe.gov/clerk and
click on the “Election Information”
link.
Other voter information is available
by calling the Maricopa County
Elections Department at 602-506-1511.
Voter registration for the primary
ends Feb. 8.

TAX CREDIT
DONATION

Tempe Y hosting
Bloodmobile;
donors receive
a free ticket
to next year’s
Phoenix Open

W

ant a voucher for a free
ticket to next year’s Waste
Management (formerly
FBR) Phoenix Open?
It’s what you’ll get when you
donate blood any time from 2 to

7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 18, when the
United Blood Services Bloodmobile
is stationed at Tempe Family YMCA.
The Thunderbirds, who are
sponsoring the campaign, have
offered to help fill the need for blood
supplies during the coming year.
Donor vouchers can be redeemed
at the gate for a one-day pass to the
TPC Scottsdale from Feb. 22 - 28.
To make an appointment, call
1-877-448-GIVE (4483) or visit
www.UnitedBloodServicesAZ.org
(click on “Donate Blood” and enter
your ZIP Code).
Sixteen-year-olds are now eligible
to give blood, provided they meet
height and weight requirements.
The Tempe Y is at 7070 S. Rural
Road.

Discover Unity’s positive, practical Christianity.

got peace?

Sunday Services
and Youth Ministry: 10am
Christmas Eve: 6 and 8pm
Starting January 3, 2010
Metaphysical Service: 9am
Celebration Service: 11am
www.unityofdivinelove.org

We are a joyous community
which inspires, embraces
and nurtures all those on
their spiritual path.

325 N. Austin Dr., Ste. 4 • Chandler, AZ 85226 • 480-792-1800

12 Week Fat Loss and
Strengthening Program
Share Personal Group Training
(only 3 people per group)

Make a tax credit donation of up to $400
to your favorite TUHSD school or program
Program starts Monday, January 11

Visit www.tuhsd.k12.az.us
for more information,
donation forms
or to donate online

Save 33%
by signing up
before January 1.
$199 a month, for 3 months.
(Reg. $300 a month).

The TUHSD District office
will be open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on New Year’s Eve to drop
off last-minute donations

Sign up before Christmas

PILATES

and receive 4 Personal Group
Pilates Classes FREE ($100 value)

6465 S. Rural Road, Tempe, AZ

480-231-4138

email: info@10minutepilates.com
www.wkpilatesonline.com
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Gone Skiing

A reminder that our Wrangler News offices will be
closed from Friday, Dec. 18, until Monday, Dec. 28,
for our annual winter break.
We’ll see you next year. Happy Holidays!

Holiday
Gift
Packages
Available!

ASU men’s gymnastics team
schedules clinic for children
Sessions feature some of nation’s top instructors
Aspire Kids Sports Center in west
Chandler will host the ASU mens
gymnastics team’s annual holiday clinic
Saturday, Dec. 19.
The clinic is open to boys ages 6
and up regardless of gymnastics ability;
full day (fee $70, including lunch) and
half-day ($45) sessions are available.
Instructors include Scott Barclay,
head coach of the ASU men’s
gymnastics team and owner of Aspire
Kids Sports Center with 27 years of
coaching experience; Dan Hayden,

1984 Olympic Team alternate and
former World Championship Team
member with 29 years of coaching
experience; Mike Naddour, former
USA Team Coach for the Junior
Men’s program and owner of USA
Youth Fitness Center; Rob Survick,
ASU assistant coach; and Rob
Kjar, president of Arizona Judges
Association with 11 years of coaching
experience.
Information/registration: 480820-3774.

Players of
all ages and
skill levels
welcome!
Group
rates and
family
discounts!
“Improvement occurs once we realize a desire to change.”

2010
Registration
Saturday, Jan. 9
9 a.m.-noon
Kiwanis Rec Center
6111 S. All American Way

Saturday, Jan. 23
9 a.m.-noon
Desert Cross Lutheran
8600 S. McClintock Dr

Tempe Little League Fever....
Catch IT!!!
Bring original birth certificate and 2 proofs of residency
Go online to download the forms and get directions!
Teams formed for ages 4 to 18. Open to boys and girls with Tempe or Chandler address AND
within the boundaries of Cielo, Mariposa, Manitas, Waggoner, Fuller, Rover, Norte and Niños
elementary and associated middle schools (but do not need to attend).

www.tempelittleleague.com • 480-598-4090 for more info
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Corona Briefs
by Alex Zener

Corona del Sol
Choir donations

Sharing the Spirit of Christmas
Members of the Corona del Sol choir participated in the Salvation Army’s Christmas
Angels project by performing at Arizona Mills Mall. In addition to entertaining shoppers,
choir members purchased their own gifts for distribution to needy children.
— Wrangler News photo by Alex Zener

Cafe & Bakery
NOW FEATURING

Breakfast & Lunch

Frittata • Stuffed Brioche • Muffins • Cookies & More!
Always French Press.
Never Drip.

SE Corner Baseline & McClintock • 480.7775373
M-F 5:30am-7pm / S & S 6:30am-7pm / stevesespresso.com

480-353-8989

EDUCATIONAL WELLNESS SEMINARS
Schedule a 1-hour interactive session for your Company, Church or Community Group.
This is a great way to keep those close to you healthy, happy and productive.

Sessions Include Such Topics As:
The 20 minute workout you can do anywhere! • Start a Walking or Running Program
Staying Fit 4 Life—The Challenge • Anti-Stress Nutrition

Give the Gift
of Health
this Holiday
Season!
Check us out
online for
more details

$50

Book a 2010
Seminar by the
OFF end of 2009!
(Regular price is $300)

Gift Certificat
es
Available for
Personal Fitn
ess
Training!

www.fit4lifeAZ.com

Corona’s Choir gave back
more than their outstanding
musical talent this holiday
season during a performance
at Arizona Mills Mall in
Tempe. All the student
members bought Christmas
Angels for families in need
this holiday season.
The Christmas Angel
program is coordinated
by the Salvation Army in
malls throughout the Valley.
Children in need identify
items they would like for
Christmas. Volunteers add
the gift wishes to an angel
that is then hung on a
Christmas tree in the mall.
Shoppers can choose to
purchase a gift wish and leave
it at a booth located next to

the tree. The gifts are then
wrapped and delivered to the
lucky child before Christmas.
Corona’s choir is under the
direction of Greg Herbert,
who also has been guest
conductor of the Arizona
Junior High School All-State
Honor Choir and the Greater
Phoenix Honor Choir. He also
will be a guest conductor at
the upcoming Southeastern
Arizona Regional Honor
Choir Feb. 19-20.

Celebration of
Innovation Award
Corona del Sol student
Rahul Mitra received an
individual award at the
Governor’s Celebration of
Innovation held last month.
Mitra received one of the
four awards given to future
— BRIEFS, Page 14
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Briefs
From Page 13
innovators at local high schools. The program is
sponsored by the Arizona Department of Commerce
and the Arizona Technology Council.
Arizona State Fair Photography Winners
Corona students entered 39 photographs in the
Arizona State Fair competition last month.
This competition is for all students in the state.
Corona students won an unprecedented 35 awards
for their photographs.
Corona students also received more of the highly
coveted, and sparingly given, rosette awards this year
than ever before.
Students whose photographs received recognition
include Sarah Boege, Kelsey Boone, Kelly
Campbell, Doren Taylor, Reychel Estrada,
Elizabeth Long, Rebecca Maxwell, Erin
Pomerantz, Joanna Rea, Jennifer White,
Camila Acchiardo, Rachael Koscica, Mario
Mendez and Rachel Peck.

AIA State Chess Championships
Corona student Lihong Tang finished
ninth in the AIA Arizona State Chess Individual
Championships held last month at Corona.
Tang, a skilled chess player, lost only twice during
the championships, both times to the eventual
champion and runner-up.
Trevor Whitaker finished third in the alternate
section.

Welcome to the neighborhood

A new Massage Heights location opened with fanfare and a ribbon cutting, cheered on by members of the Tempe Chamber of
Commerce. Overseeing the event was Christine Dura, who will also manage operation of the franchise’s newest site at 8058 S. Priest
Drive, Suite 101, Tempe. Holiday gift packages are currently available. Information: 480-785-2582.
— Photo courtesy Tempe Chamber of Commerce

Citywide
Builders
SERVING THE EAST VALLEY SINCE 1991

R E M O D E L I N G I S W H AT W E D O
Leaving a 401(k) with a previous employer could mean
leaving it alone with no one to watch over it.
At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k) and
help you select the one that’s best for you. If you’d like to roll
it over into an Edward Jones IRA, we can help you do it
without paying taxes or penalties. So you can feel confident
someone is looking out for you and your 401(k).
To find out why it makes sense to talk with Edward Jones
about your 401(k) options, call or visit your local financial
advisor today.

Not him. Not her. Not them either.
Your rate is based on you.
Quick: How do you know your current insurance policies are priced fairly?
At American Family, you’d know—because our pricing model is based on a
simple, smart idea: your insurance rates should fit your individual insurance
characteristics. The lower your risk factors, the lower your rate—it’s that
simple. So call today, and make sure you’re getting a fair rate, all the
discounts you deserve, and the peace of mind of knowing your agent is
always looking out for you.

Richard Utter Agency, Inc.

Chad Sewell

Financial Advisor
655 W. Warner Rd., Ste 112
Tempe, Arizona 85284

480-763-5756

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

2033 E. Warner Rd. Ste. 101
Tempe, AZ 85284-3417
(480) 831-8668
rutter@amfam.com

Jess Dechant, AAMS

Financial Advisor
1840 E. Warner Rd., Ste A-103
Tempe, Arizona 85284

• BATHROOM UPDATE
• FLOOR TILE & STONE
• ROOM ADDITIONS
ROC 93672B
• SECOND STORIES
BONDED
• KITCHEN DESIGN & REMODEL
& INSURED
• NEW DOORS & WINDOWS
• COMPLETE RENOVATION SERVICES

FREE ESTIMATE

480-839-7900

American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries
Home Office—Madison, WI 53783
©2008

003134-5/08

480-775-0100
www.citywidebuilders.com
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Jan. 26 start for
Chandler HOA class
Residents signing up for Chandler’s new
Advanced HOA Academy will learn from the experts
about building successful, sustainable homeowner
associations.
The six evening classes begin Tuesday, Jan. 26
and will run every Thursday thereafter through
March 2. Classes will be held from 6-8:30 p.m. at the
McCullough-Price House, 300 S. Chandler Village
Drive.
Classes are facilitated in an interactive, handson setting to allow optimum learning and practical
application. The curriculum will include training on
how to effectively address challenges that affect those
who live in an HOA.
Class topics include Advanced Community
Association Finance, Parliamentary Procedure,
Reserves, Writing RFPs and Evaluating Bid
Proposals, Neighborhood Communications and HOA
Insurance.
Classes are free for Chandler residents, however
space is limited to 30 participants. Those who
attend at least five classes will receive a certificate of
completion and be recognized at a future Chandler
City Council meeting. To register, contact the
Neighborhood Programs Division at 480-782-4348.
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Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday throughout the year to
22,500 homes and rack locations in the Tempe 85284, 85283 and Chandler
85226 zip codes

Wrangler News
‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’
Phoenix magazine, August 2007

Publisher: Kyle Maki • Contributing Writers: Alex Zener,
Jeremy Banks, Slim Smith, Mark Moorehead, M.V. Moorhead,
Emily Jacobson
• Staff Photographer: David Stone
• Distribution Manager: Hazel DeLareto
2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 102, Tempe, AZ 85284-3497

Hours: 9-5 Monday-Friday
We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to call
with article submissions or suggestions. We accept manuscripts and
photographs from area residents about topics of interest to our
community. Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.” Articles
appearing in Wrangler News represent the opinion of the writer
and not necessarily that of the publisher. Acceptance of advertising
does not constitute an endorsement of the described products or
services. We reserve the right to reject content we feel does not
meet the needs or interests of our readership. As you come in
contact with purveyors of quality products and services, we hope
you will encourage them to consider Wrangler News for their
advertising. We rely on the satisfaction of our existing advertisers —
and you — to continue to produce what we hope is a worthwhile
and enjoyable publication. Thank you!

Holiday Escape

Holiday on the ROCKS!

1-Hour Massage with FREE
“Candy Cane” Foot Scrub and
Aromatherapy. Escape. Relax.

1-Hour Hot Stone Massage
with FREE Candy Cane
Aromatherapy. Melt. Revive.

$

39

99

Special offer for first time clients only. Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 12/31/09

Massage Heights
Gift Cards are the
most stress-free gift
you can give...
Give the gift of relaxation.

Holiday Gift Packages

$

59

99

Special offer for first time clients only. Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 12/31/09

starting
at just...

$

39 99

Special offer for first time clients
only. Cannot be combined with
other offers. Expires 12/31/09

Member: Arizona Newspapers Association • Tempe Chamber of
Commerce • Chandler Chamber of Commerce

To place a vacation stop and for other delivery requests, please send email
to editor@wranglernews.com or call (480) 966-0845. Full, downloadable
copies of recent issues, along with a searchable database of past articles and a
complete Media Kit with rates & information, are available
at www.WranglerNews.com

Published since 1991 by NewsLink LLC • Don Kirkland, President
Wrangler News is printed on partially recycled newsprint
with ink made from 98% soy content

8058 S. Priest Dr., Ste 101 • Tempe, AZ 85284 • 480.785.2582
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Chandler Regional among best places to work
Chandler Regional Medical Center has been
named one of the Valley’s best large places to work, a
selection made annually by Phoenix Business Journal and
BestCompaniesAZ, co-founders of the rankings.
Chandler Regional, a member of Catholic Healthcare
West, placed fifth among companies comprising more than
250 employees but less than 3,000.
Established in 2003, the list recognizes Valley
companies which, through a third-party employee survey,
rank their respective companies as being a best place to
work.
A portion of the survey explores the various aspects
of employee life, including workplace environment,

leadership direction, culture and management practices.
Only the top 30 companies from around the Valley
who submitted entries were selected to receive the award.
For a sixth consecutive year, Chandler Regional was
acknowledged for developing a unique corporate culture
and work environment that promotes both personal and
professional growth for its employees.
“It’s truly an honor to be recognized,” said Patty
White, CRMC president and CEO. “We appreciate the
inherent value in all of our employees, and know that we
wouldn’t be the organization we are today if it weren’t for
their commitment and dedication.”
Winners were announced Dec. 10.

We Buy Gold & Diamonds
ONE
DAY SALE!

FREE

Dec. 19 only!

Watch Battery

93

$3

REG. $7.50

Watch Battery

“Now is the time to find
the perfect holiday gift”
-Dave and Norma
Layaways always welcome

Free Services:
Ring Inspection | Ring Cleaning | Watch Repair Estimates
1849 Guadalupe #103 | Fry’s Center
(SE Corner McClinock & Guadalupe, Next to PostNet)

480-831-6086
Open every day til Christmas for your shopping
convenience

Limit 10, excludes lithium batteries

95

$19

with any
purchase

New Eagle Scout: Brandon Haws
Brandon Haws, 14, of west Chandler, has
been awarded the rank of Eagle Scout. He is a
freshman at Corona del Sol High School, where
he is also an honor student and member of the
swim team.
Son of Robert and Karen
Haws, he is a member of
Troop 595 under Scoutmaster
Greg Atkin.
For his Eagle project,
Brandon partnered with the
city of Chandler to repaint
the fire lane curbing at West
Chandler Aquatic Center.
Brandon coordinated
more than 35 volunteers,
Alex Zener
representing 125 volunteer
hours in completing his project.
He has earned 23 merit badges in his three
years as a Boy Scout. He loved attending Camp
Geronimo, hiking to Havasupai and all the
outdoor activities. He is the assistant senior
patrol leader of his troop.
—Contributed by Robert and Karen Haws

Excludes lithium batteries.
Exp. 12/31/09

Going to Rocky Point?

95

$9

Ring Sizing

Chain Repair

One size up or
down, up to 3mm.

Single solder, some
items excluded.

Exp. 12/31/09

Exp. 12/31/09

Get Mexican Auto Insurance Here...Before You Go!

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business

Joe Schmoker
Insurance Agency

480-898-1708
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TUHSD offices will
Landscapers trading time so kids can have toys
Christmas is almost here, and a local landscaping
Miller and Dirk Haupt.
open Dec. 31 for
company is offering to give back to the community
For residents who’d like take advantage of the
by donating its time during December to provide toys offer as a gift for someone else, and donate the toys
tax-credit donations for children in need.
themselves, the company will mow any Kyrene
Tempe Union High School District Offices will
be open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31, to
collect last-minute donations.
Contributors will be treated to refreshments
while they drop off their tax credit donation forms,
available on the district website at www.tuhsd.
k12.az.us. TUHSD staff will be available to answer
questions.
The Arizona Tax Credit Program allows Arizona
taxpayers, whether or not they have children in
school, to donate up to $400 to a school of their
choice in support of extracurricular programs such as
after-school clubs, sports, arts and music programs.
An individual filing a tax return may contribute
up to $200; for married couples filing jointly the
maximum is $400.
A tax credit is a dollar-for-dollar reduction in the
actual tax owed, as opposed to a tax deduction, which
reduces total taxable income from which the tax
owed is calculated.
District offices are at 500 W. Guadalupe Road,
Tempe.

Kyrene Corridor-based Grass Guys has launched
a “mowing for toys” campaign in which crews will
mow a friend’s, neighbor’s, or family member’s lawn
in exchange for toys.
Saturday, Dec. 19, is the final day of the offer,
although it will be extended to Sunday, Dec. 20, if
demand indicates a need, according to owners Derek

Corridor lawn — with permission, of course.
All toys will be donated to local charities by
Monday, Dec. 21.
The goal is to get enough toys for 100 or more
children.
Information: 480-644-0101.
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Order your holiday ham online
at HoneyBakedForYou.com

Urban • Contemporary • Elegant • Old World
— many choices to compliment any décor —

Design • Installation • Service
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FOR 25 YEARS
Residential and Commercial
Frameless Glass Shower Enclosures
Custom Mirrors
Mirrored Wardrobe Doors
Custom Glass, Vessel Sinks & Shelving
Bath Accessories
Repairs and Replacement—FREE ESTIMATES

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
THE REMODELING INDUSTRY

480.317.9494
www.marinshowermirror.com
9035 E. Pima Center Pkwy, Ste 1 • Scottsdale
Kyrene Corridor Residents • ROC#254301 • Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Now there is a HoneyBaked Ham for any size gathering.
Smoked and baked for up to 20 hours, then freshly glazed to crunchy-sweet perfection by hand. It’s irresistably
delicious. Add some side dishes and decadent desserts and you’re in for one magnificent holiday dinner!

bone-in
$ OFF Any
half ham

7

(8 lbs. or larger)

Offer expires 12/31/09. Cannot be combined with other offers
or discounts. Valid at this location only. While supplies last.

HONEYBAKED

®

••••••••••••••••••

5030 E. Ray Road • Chandler/Ahwatukee • 480.598.3000

M-F 10am - 6pm • Saturday 10am - 5pm • Closed Sunday • Call for extended holiday hours

19 99

$

HoneyBaked Sliced & Glazed
Turkey Breast with Ham purchase
Offer expires 12/31/09. Cannot be combined with other offers
or discounts. Valid at this store only. While supplies last.
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FREE BLIZZARD
with purchase of another Blizzard
of equal or greater value
Rural and Elliot

One coupon per customer, per visit. Not valid with any other
offers or specials. Valid at these locations only.

NW Corner

480.831.7274
NW Corner

Try our Sweet Deals Value Menu

480.820.8914

Includes both food and ice cream at a great value!

Alma School/Guad.

Jan. 1 signup for sports
enrichment program
After-school sports enrichment classes are
scheduled to begin when the Kyrene School District
returns from winter break.
Offerings at the nearest Kyrene school are listed
at www.kyrene.org/eservices.
Although classes are held on Kyrene campuses,
registration is available to students Valley-wide.
Online registration begins at noon Jan. 1.
Classes include Golf, Tumble Town, After Cool
Fitness, Kidz for Life: Cool to be Healthy,Full Court
Tennis, Fast Trac Tennis, Athletes in Training,
Survivorcise, Hip Hop Dance and Exercise, Soccer
Club and Fencing.

Kyrene after-school
classes ready for fall
Kyrene de La Paloma will hold its second annual
Family Fitness 5K and 1-Mile Dove Dash on Jan. 9 in
Chandler.
The event was founded to encourage families
to start the year being active and spending time
together. Every person who finishes either event will
receive a medal.
The course is a flat course with lots of volunteers
to encourage and cheer participants along the way.
The course also features mile markers even half-mile
and waiter and aid stations are regular intervals,
with refreshments at the end of the race.
Merchandise awards will be given to the top three
male and female finishers in both events and many
other treats will be distributed during the awards
ceremony.
For registration information, visit www.
palomapta.org/Fundraisers.html.

Discount

R AT E S
without discount

SERVICE.
Count on our expertise to help get you through the holidays. We also offer
shorter lines, timely options and convenient package tracking.

It’s no accident more people trust
State Farm to insure their cars.
Call today.

We’re right in your neighborhood—try us today!

Extended Holiday Hours in December!
Open Mon-Thurs till 7:30 p.m. & Fri till 6 p.m.
Saturdays 9 a.m.-3 p.m. & Sundays 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
7650 S. McClintock Dr #103

315 W. Elliot Rd #107

SW Corner of Elliot & McClintock

SE Corner of Elliot & Kyrene

480-777-2777

480-889-0060

5% OFF

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road, Suite 101
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com

UPS Shipping

15% OFF
Customized Packaging

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL
P040034 12/04

Wrangler News • Dec. 19, 2009 - Jan. 9, 2010 • Page 19

Bustamonte resigns as
Chandler Chamber CEO
Jerry Bustamonte, president/CEO of the
Chandler Chamber of Commerce, has resigned his
position effective immediately.
Bustamonte, who has held the post since May
2008, cited personal reasons for his decision.
“It is with a heavy heart that I choose to resign...
With my family still in Tucson and the time away
from home having taken its toll, I’ve decided that it’s
best that I return to Tucson to spend more time with
my wife and four children.
“I wish tothank the Board of Directors for
allowing me the opportunity to serve the chamber
and the wonderful membership and chamber staff
for their support.
“It has been a privilege serving Chandler’s
business community.”
In the immediate interim, Cathy Beard, a
member of the chamber’s executive committee,
will oversee operations of the organization until a
permanent successor to Bustamonte is hired.

Just arrived at the newly opened
Backstage Salon & Spa
(SW corner of Guadalupe & McClintock)
For your new style or simply for
maintenance please call Mary at

602-570-4597
daboones@cox.net
Continued Cutting Education Includes:

The Vidal Sassoon Institute of Santa Monica, CA &
Sebastian International in Woodland Hills, CA
Wella Certified Color Specialist

Mary Boone

Ask about the price incentive for all my great
neighbors that I share in this community

MAXIMIZE your
workouts with
resistance, stretching,
massage therapy
and isometrics.
NEW PRICING.
NOW EVEN MORE
AFFORDABLE!
8 sessions per month

$100
12 sessions per month

$150

Gift Certificates for the Holidays!

480-820-7200

7305 S. Kyrene #106 (Elliot & Kyrene) • Tempe

Car collides with school bus on way to Pueblo
A school bus carrying 35 students to Pueblo
Middle School collided with a car making
a U-turn on Driftwood south of Chandler
Boulevard between Rural and Kyrene roads just
before 8 a.m. Dec. 16.
No students were injured, however the driver
of the car, a 23-year-old female, was taken to
a nearby hospital for treatment of what police

reported were non-life threatening injuries.
During their investigation, Chandler police
determined that the female was driving on a
suspended license, for which officers said she
will be cited.
She also will be charged with a moving
violation, according to David Ramer of the
Chandler Police Department.
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New Years Eve
Steak ‘n Shrimp Special - $19.95
10 p.m. Toast
(New Years in DC)

Karaoke
Open Christmas Eve & New Years Day
for lunch and dinner
Closed Christmas Day
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Feelings of accomplishment overshadow
Padres’ loss of championship football title
By Slim Smith
n the final minutes of the Arizona 5A Division
II Championship, when it was painfully clear
that Marco de Niza’s hopes of the school’s
first football title would not be fulfilled, senior
tackle Eduardo Rodriguez felt the crushing blow of
disappointment.
The Padres fell to Scottsdale Chaparral by a 34-21
margin at Sun Devil Stadium on Dec. 11, leaving
Rodriguez to ponder the fickle nature of destiny.
“It’s hard to understand, really,’’ Rodriguez
said a few days later. “We practiced hard and our
coaches really did a great job of preparing us for the
game. Chaparral is a great team and I’m not taking
anything away from them, but we didn’t play up to
our potential. We just didn’t show up with our best.’’
In the days that have followed that loss,
senior players like Rodriguez have found that the
disappointment has yielded to another emotion, one
of accomplishment.
“I can look back now and say we did something
that no other Marcos de Niza team has ever done,’’
Rodriguez said.
“We made it to the state championship. It really
was a Cinderella story, even if it didn’t end exactly
the way we wanted it to end.’’

I

Eduardo Rodriguez reflects over the real worth of a year
marked by personal and team victories.
— Wrangler News photo by Kyle Maki

“I just looked up in the
stands and thought to
myself, ‘So this is how
it feels.’”
— Eduardo Rodriguez
Although the Padres had their share of star
players, the 2009 team was perhaps best personified
by players such as Rodriguez. At a shade over six feet
tall and weighing just 220 pounds, Rodriguez is far
from the ideal size for a defensive tackle. What he
lacks in stature is compensated for by toughness and
drive. And it would be that trait more than any other
than helped Marcos to make its improbable run to
— PADRES, Page 21

“We are your new hangout”

www.mccoolsbarandgrill.com
NE Corner of Ray and Rural

50% OFF Entree
With the purchase of another
entree at regular price

With coupon. Not valid with other offers. Expires 1/15/10.

BEST IOWA
TENDERLOIN anywhere and
CHEESE CURDS shipped
directly from WISCONSIN
Poker every Wed night
LIVE BLUES Music every Sat Night
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Padres
From Page 20
the championship game.
In fact, few gave Marcos a chance
to reach the title game, not with
powerhouse Glendale Centennial
standing in the Padres’ way. Given
that, it could be argued that the
Padres’ ultimate moment came in the
penultimate game of the season.
Centennial, the three-time
defending state champions, came
into the game against Marcos as a
prohibitive favorite, riding a 39-game
winning streak and a No. 4 national
ranking by USA Today.
In a game perfectly suited to a
defensive tackle such as Rodriguez, the
Padres dumped the Coyotes 16-14 in a
tough, gritty defensive battle played on
Dec. 4 at Phoenix North Canyon High
School.
And almost from the moment the
game ended, the Padres players found
themselves swept up in a wave of
emotion that extended well beyond the
Marcos de Niza campus.
“It was crazy at school the next
Monday, but really, it started even
before we got back to school. It was
everywhere you went. I was wearing a

Marcos T-shirt the next day and people
were coming up and saying, “Yeah,
Marcos!’’ It was really cool.’’
Now that he’s had some time to
reflect on the highs and lows of the
past two weeks, Rodriguez says a few
things continue to come to the surface.
“I think the best thing about it was
being with this band of brothers,’’ he
said. “When we were freshmen four
years ago, we all said that we were
going to the state championship game
before we left. Going into this season,
there was just this connection with the
seniors. Nobody had to even say it: We
knew what our goal was.’’
So, on that chilly Dec. 11 evening,
when the Padres left the locker room
to take the field at Sun Devil Stadium,
Rodriguez took a moment to look
around and try to soak it all in.
“I just looked up in the stands,’’
he said, “and thought to myself, ‘So
this is how it feels.’ I had been to Sun
Devil Stadium before, but I was always
in the stands watching the players on
the field. Now, it was just the other
way. I was out there with my brothers,
looking up at the stands and it seemed
like the whole community was up
there, standing and cheering.
“It was a real moment. I don’t think
I’ll ever forget that feeling.’’

KrisSellsHouses.com • Connected to the Community!

Call Kris for all your
real estate needs!
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

ACHIEVERS

Kris Cartwright 602-620-7480
MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

REALTOR

®

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

333 N. Dobson Rd., Suite 5 • Chandler, AZ 85224
Office: 480-963-2222 • E-mail: kriscartwright@mac.com

For more photos of local events, visit krissellshouses.com

Going Out To Watch Football?
We’ll Be Easy On Your Pocketbook!
GOOD FOOD. GOOD FRIENDS. GOOD TIMES!
THE BEST
BURGERS
IN TOWN
Fresh ground and hand
formed daily

HAND-CUT STEAKS
• PASTA • HOT & COLD
SANDWICHES • SALADS

Great food and drink specials will
make Mac’s Broiler & Tap your
favorite place to watch the game!
Our Beers on Tap Include Tempe’s Own Four Peaks
and New On Tap Becks & Red Hook ESB
Featuring Pipeline Porter

HAPPY HOUR, SUN-FRI 2-7PM
• 1.50 Domestic Drafts
• 2.50 Premium Drafts

Great Food Specials Including:
3 Types of Sliders Personal Pizzas & Wings!

EARLY BIRD DINNER
SUN-THURS,
FEATURING $9 COMPLETE MEALS!

WEEKEND BREAKFAST 9-1
HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF OUR OFFERINGS:
• HUEVOS RANCHEROS
• HOMEMADE BISCUITS & GRAVY
• CHICKEN FRIED STEAK
• FRENCH TOAST
JUST TO NAME A FEW!

480-755-3050 • 6430 SOUTH McCLINTOCK DRIVE • TEMPE

SW CORNER MCCLINTOCK & GUADALUPE, NEXT TO CHANGING HANDS BOOKSTORE
MON-THURS 11AM-9:30PM • FRI 11AM-10:30PM • SAT 9AM-10:30PM • SUN 9AM-9PM
BREAKFAST UNTIL 1PM SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Drink Pure,
Eat Pure,
Live Pure!

Buy Any
Large
Smoothie,
Get a Small
Strawberry
Banana
Smoothie
FREE!
Not valid with other offers.
Offer expires 12/31/09.

Buy Any
Large
Smoothie,
Get the
2nd for
50% OFF!
Not valid with other offers.
Offer expires 12/31/09.

delicious smoothies • gourmet teas • homemade granola • energy muffins & more!
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or Pancakes......................................7.95
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Broiled Pork Chops(2) & Eggs, Potatoes & Toast or Pancakes.......................7.95

Two Eggs any Style, 2 Bacon, 2 Sausage, Potatoes & Toast or Pancakes .................. 4.95
Two Eggs any Style, Corned Beef Hash & Toast or Pancakes ....................... 5.95
Spinach and Cheddar Cheese Omelette, Hash Browns & Toast or Pancakes ..... 6.99
Corned Beef Hash Omelette, Hash Browns & Toast or Pancakes...................6.99
Corned Beef Hash Skillet, Two Eggs any Style, Hash Browns & Toast or Pancakes.....7.95
Original Raisin Bread French Toast................................................................. 5.25
Full Stack Pancakes w/ 2 Bacon & 2 Sausage............................................... 4.95
Golden Brown Wafﬂe w/ 2 Bacon & 2 Sausage..............................................4.95

BUY 1
Special at Regular Price and
Receive a SECOND Special of equal or lesser value for

½ Price
We have a healthy
selection of breakfast
and lunch choices!

(Available Mon-Fri Only).

Serving
Breakfast & Lunch
7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Full Menu Available All Day

Gift Certificates Available!

6140 W. Chandler Blvd. Ste 2 • Chandler • 480-753-4411
www.24carrotsjuice.com

1815 E. Elliot Rd., Tempe (SE corner of Elliot & McClintock) • 480-345-2233
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Marcos de Niza to partner with ASU’s
Carey school as area’s first business magnet

K

yrene Corridor parents and students are about
to get an impressive new choice when it comes
to selecting a high school.
Starting immediately after the holiday break,
Marcos de Niza High School will partner with the
W. P. Carey School of Business at Arizona State
University to become the first business magnet high
school in the area.
“We wanted to do something special to make our
school even more appealing to area students,” says
Marcos Principal Frank Mirizio.
“Over the summer, we did research showing
that the number-one declared major in universities
across the country is business. Since we have the
internationally renowned W. P. Carey School of
Business right in our backyard, this partnership
was ideal.”
Under the new plan, the high school will now
include a Marcos Business Academy, Carey School
officials already are consulting with teachers to help
develop the curriculum.
Students will focus on core business fields, such
as marketing and management. They’ll have access
to seminars, guest speakers and student mentors
from the Carey school.
“The students will be put on a path that gives
them a great head start for business school in
college,” said Tim Desch, assistant dean for
undergraduate admissions at Carey.
“In addition to their other business-oriented high
school courses, they will actually take a semester
of macroeconomics on campus at ASU. By the time
they’re ready for college, they will have met college
students, taken college classes and have a real
advantage in adapting to college life.”
Business magnet schools and programs have been
introduced across the country in places as diverse as

CSAINSURE.com
Speciality Services

downtown Los Angeles; Nashville; and Bridgeport,
Conn.
Magnet schools are public schools with
specialized programs designed to draw students from
across normal school boundaries.

• Strategic Business Income Designs
• Business Protection & Transfer Funding
(Buy-Sell Funding Experts)

•
•
•
•
•

Efficient & Strategic Estate Transfer Concepts
Advanced Retirement Income Strategies
Business & Employee Benefit Advisory Services
1035 Tax Deferred Exchange Specialist
Policy & Annuity Design Evaluation and Salvage Experts

480.967.7535

Gelato

2145 East Warner Road, Ste 103 • Tempe, AZ 85284

Fine Antique and Piano Restoration
Special Attention to Family Heirlooms

From Page 6
Chris Southerland, who stopped by to enjoy a gelato
doused in a shot of espresso. “It’s definitely different
than ice cream, a different flavor. You get the feeling
that you’re eating something more natural.’’
Enzo’s features 18 different gelato flavors. In
addition, the shop also features Italian pastries –
Enzo does all the baking – along with croissants and
a variety of coffee drinks. There is also a breakfast
and lunch menu.
Lisa says that even in a tough economy, there is a
market for their business.
“I know people are tightening their belts and
watching how they spend their money,’’ she says.
“But even in that situation, maybe especially in that
situation, you still need to be able to have a treat
now and then. That’s what we’re here for. We want
this to be a place where people can come, spend time
together, sit around and enjoy a gelato.
“We’re a family business and we want to cater to
families in our community.’’
Enzo’s Gelato & Coffee Bar is at the southwest
corner of Ray and Rural roads. Phone: 480-7855150.

Armand’s

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Antique Restoration
Hand Stripping
Complete Repair
Complete Refinishing
Pick Up & Delivery Available
Kyrene Corridor References
Insured
Since 1977

(480)

969-7777

ArmandsFurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Construction

AZ Construction, LLC
Whole house remodels | Room additions | Kitchens | Baths | Garages
Granite & Cabinetry | Tile work | Windows & doors |Sunrooms | Offices
Patios | Bedrooms | All concrete work | Structural work | Hardwood
Tenant improvements | Energy efficient solutions | Stucco repair
Fireplaces | Landscaping | Much more
Custom Homes
Joe Harris
Custom Architectual
Project Manager
Design & Planning
Over 30 yrs Experience
ROC 255126

Residential/Commercial

Life & Health Insurance • Home & Auto Coverage • Annuities

FREE ESTIMATES | 520 208-3621

Troubleshooting,
Data, Cable, Phone,

Want to
g for a
save enough

car
payment?

™

I’M THERE
TH

New Circuits, Fans,
Can Lighting and more.

Drivers who switch their car insurance to
State Farm® save an average of $426* a year.
Welcome to the corner of you do the math
and pinch me, I must be dreaming.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL MY OFFICE FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

Reasonable rates
and on time service.

The Best for Less

Call Simon
(480) 818-2101
for your free estimate

• 24 HR ONSITE SECURITY
• 8-10 FT SECURITY WALLS
• COVERED PARKING
• HOLDING TANK DUMP
• 7 DAY/WEEK ACCESS

Licensed, Bonded and Insured
ROC #243593

IN TEMPE NEAR
WARNER RD. AND I-10

www.smkelectric.net

9425 So. Hardy Drive
(480) 893-6781

Judy Aguilar-Woertz ChFC CASL, Agent
8601 S Priest Dr, Unit 101
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-598-0544
www.judywoertz.net
*Average annual household savings based on national 2008 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by
switching to State Farm.
P080078 05/08

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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A gift of joy
Sam Kirgis, right, helped a student from Crocket Elementary School work
on a gingerbread house when Corona del Sol High School’s Student Council
delivered 70 presents to underprivileged children Dec. 10.
— Photo by Frankie Dicesare

PRESENT THIS AD TO RECEIVE

15% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE BILL

Excluding Alcohol
EXCLUDING
ALCOHOL•• Expires
EXPIRES 12/31/2009
3-31-2008

480-704-7404

3646 E. Ray Rd., Ahwatukee

“Best Pizza”
—GetOut magazine

• Stone-cooked pizza
• Over 40 toppings available
• Beer and wine
• Dine-in or takeout
• Salads, Sandwiches, Calzones

with Tempe Parks and Recreation
Looking to learn a new skill, exercise, play or just enjoy your leisure time?
We have the perfect class for you and your family. Winter programs begin
the week of Jan. 11th. Register now.

THE HEALTH AND BODY YOU’VE ALWAYS CRAVED...

tempe.gov/rec • 480.350.5200

...BY OUR POWERFUL, DEDICATED PERSONAL TRAINERS

GREAT MEXICAN FOOD
PARTY
TRAY
$36
$1 OFF 50¢OFF

7420 S. Rural • Tempe (NW corner Elliot & Rural) • 480-345-7008

Check us out online at www.profitnessaz.com

ANY CHIMICHANGA
OR COMBO DINNER

ANY BURRO

With coupon. One coupon per order.

With coupon. One coupon per order.

CHANDLER

TEMPE

10 MINI GREEN BURRITOS
10 MINI RED BURROS
10 MINI ROLLED TAQUITOS
10 MINI BEAN BURROS
GUACAMOLE • CHIPS • HOT SAUCE

24-hour advance notice please. With coupon.

STAPLEY

SAN TAN

480-726-TACO 480-839-TACO 480-755-TACO 480-497-TACO

South of Chandler Fashion Center

SE Corner Mill & Baseline

SE Corner Stapley & Baseline

Market St. south of Williams Field
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Meet your neighbor: Maria Benson

Their goal: finding right furnishings at right price

By Geri Koeppel
veryone should love where
they live: It’s the philosophy
behind Nyla Simone Home,
a chic furniture and accessories
store tucked away in the Emerald
Design Center on Warner Road in
south Tempe.
Owners Maria Benson and
Katherine Alford opened the shop
in September 2007 after having
trouble finding stores offering
the products and service they
were looking for. The friends,
who admired each other’s taste in
design, started doing projects in
their own homes.
Word spread, and they soon
had a budding design business.
Neither has formal training in
the field, but Benson’s father,
Arthur L. Bailey, has designed and
manufactured furniture for almost
four decades.
He makes custom pieces
specifically for clients’ body
types and to fit odd spaces. His
customers have included athletes

E

such as Julius Erving and Heinz
Ward, celebrities such as Ted
Turner, Jane Fonda and Elton
John, and “a host of CEOs,”
Benson said.
In an effort to work with
everyone’s budget, Nyla Simone
– named after Benson’s threeyear-old niece, Nyla, and sevenyear-old daughter Simone – sells
an affordable line of furniture
made in southern California
and a mid-range line from a
manufacturer in North Carolina
in addition to Bailey’s high-end
custom, American-made pieces.
Accessories range from $20 glass
vases to ultra-plush dry-clean-only
sheet sets.
Benson urges people to
combine high-end and lowend items to get the most bang
for their buck. For example,
a customer might order a
custom sectional, but could buy
inexpensive toss pillows to dress
it up.
“We try to show people style

transcends budget,” Benson said.
Though Benson virtually grew
up in her Dad’s factories and
wanted to follow in the family
business, he dissuaded her,
saying that manufacturing is
“not for girls.” Instead, Benson
– who said she always knew she
“liked making things” – earned
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
industrial engineering and ended
up in a plant anyway, working for
Ford Motor Co. in Detroit before
moving to Phoenix in 1997.
Alford has a background
in software and database
analysis, but she’s always had an
appreciation for aesthetics.
The two have an eye for
contemporary, quality pieces with
clean, unfussy lines but plenty of
“pop.”
Eye-catching beds are one
of their hallmarks; they also do
custom draperies and pillows. A
design area at the back is stocked
with about 1,500 fabric swatches,
— FURNISHINGS, Page 26

Maria Benson, Dad Arthur L. Bailey joined forces to
produce and market contemporary, eye-catching pieces.
— Wrangler News photo by Tracy Doren

Get up-to-date news about the
Kyrene Corridor at

WranglerNews.com
New features include:
Updates posted daily, A great way to stay in touch with
your community no need to wait for Wrangler News to
arrive in the driveway every other Saturday, Sign up for
our RSS feed, Follow us on Twitter.

Serving the communities of south Tempe and west Chandler since 1991.

Making a big community a little bit smaller.
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Film Fare . . .

Furnishings
From Page 25
most milled in the U.S.
The showroom is set up as room vignettes so
clients can envision items as they’d appear in a
home. Benson and Alford offer design consulting
services and in-store workshops (the next one is Aug.
7 and 8; her father will discuss finding furniture to fit
your body size and type), and they sell to the design
trade in addition to retail.
Benson said the store’s customers “want a
distinctive look and quality furniture.” They don’t
want their rooms to look like a page out of a massmarket catalog, nor do they want what she calls
“disposable furniture.”
Most of them have “more of an urban
sophistication,” Benson said.
Tameka Fox is one such customer.
“This is our first home, and we didn’t want to
just fill it up with furniture,” she said. “We wanted
to make wise decisions and purchase products that
would last.
“This is a big project,” she added. “We wanted to
make sure what we put in it is right, and it’s right
from the beginning.”
Nyla Simone Home
Where: 1705 W. Ruby Drive, Ste. 105, Tempe.
Hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday; 12-5 p.m.
Sunday. Information: 480-422-6178 or www.
nylasimonehome.com.

FLU...

It’s in Your Hands

Cover your
cough

Sneeze in
your sleeve

Wash your
hands

Use hand
sanitizer

Stay Home
When Sick

Keep your
kids home
when sick

Help keep yourself and others free
from seasonal and H1N1 ﬂu.
StopTheSpreadAZ.org
EviteElContagio.org

with M.V. Moorhead

‘Avatar’ thrilling, but nonetheless disappointing

T

hough the young Australian Sam Worthington
technically holds the title, the real star of Avatar is
Pandora, the world on which it mostly takes place. In
his first fiction feature since Titanic, James Cameron has
created his own exotic globe of dense yet luminous fairytale forests teeming with strange creatures and mystical
secrets.
He’s also brought humans there, and with them, alas,
dramatic clichés.
The indigenous humanoids on Pandora, an earthlike
moon in orbit of a colossal planet, are the Na’vi, a race of
tall, svelte, blue-skinned people with catlike eyes, noses,
ears and tails.
The Na’vi are Noble Savages in the mythic tradition, a
generally peaceable warrior culture that lives in harmony
with the environment.
They’re even equipped with an organ that plugs
them into direct symbiotic connection with the horselike
galloping creatures and dragonlike flying creatures on
whose backs they ride.
The tribe has had the poor luck, however, to live in an
enormous tree situated over a rich vein of the mineral that
the human colonists are on the planet to mine—Cameron
has rather cheekily named it “Unobtanium.” As a result, the
military-industrial complex sends a spy to win the Na’vi’s
trust, and this is the title character.
In the Hindu tradition, an Avatar is a deity in a physical
body; in this film it’s a Na’vi clone remotely controlled by
the mind of a human.
The Avatar of the title is Jake Scully (Worthington),
a Marine who’s been crippled from the waist down and
relishes the freedom of his new Na’vi bod.
Jake is theoretically there to assist two other Avatars
(Sigourney Weaver and Joel David Moore) in research and
to help negotiate terms with the natives.
But he’s secretly there to gain military intelligence for
the rabid Colonel Quaritch (Stephen Lang), on behalf of his
corporate master (Giovanni Ribisi).
Bet you can’t guess what happens: Once Jake spends

some time with the Na’vi and gets to know them, he starts
to wonder if he’s playing for the right team. Getting close
to the rather fetching young Na’vi (Zoe Saldana) who’s
assigned to train him in the tribe’s ways doesn’t impede
this change of heart.
Avatar has been much anticipated, in part because
of its supposedly revolutionary CGI special effects, and
indeed it’s undeniable that on a visual level, it’s a thrilling
spectacle.
The flora and fauna and landscapes of Pandora stir and
delight the imagination.
I loved the plants that look like Dale Chihuly’s glass
sculptures and snap shut at the touch, the great thundering
herd animals with the hammerhead-shark faces, and the
big predator that looked like a giant Doberman from hell.
The visit to the dragon rookery and Jake’s first solo flight
are classically executed sci-fi flourishes, and so are many
other sequences.
Yet for all Cameron’s exuberance, Avatar doesn’t quite
satisfy. It lasts for more than two and a half hours, and
while at any given moment there’s something interesting
onscreen to watch, the movie still feels overblown.
It could probably be cut by 40 minutes or so without
losing a major plot point or a cool scene.
Furthermore, the special effects aren’t as seamless
as we might hope. While the “Pandoran” settings are
splendidly evoked, the Na’vi themselves, though alluring in
conception, aren’t always rock-solidly convincing; at times
they suggest video-game graphics.
But the most disappointing aspect of Avatar is
Cameron’s uninspired sense of drama.
His parable-like plot about exploitation of versus
harmony with nature is perfectly virtuous and admirable,
but it’s also one-dimensional and unsurprising.
Cameron’s formidable talents have created a Brave New
World, but he’s used it to tell a Stale Old Story.
Avatar opened Friday, Dec. 18, at most Kyrene
Corridor big-screen theaters.
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Community Marketplace

Personal Services
ISSA Certified
Fitness Trainer

Personal Services

Creative Working Blueprints
for your landscape project

CFT, SPN, WFT

(Specializing in Women’s Fitness)

Renovations & Poolscapes
Front & Back Yard Designs
Do-It-Yourself Projects
Association Approval

Get fit from the comfort of
YOUR home:
• You don’t need a home gym. I bring all
the equipment.
• Train with a friend(s) to make your
workout more fun and economical.
• Pay less than at a gym with great results.

Individual Training • Group Training
Water Aerobics - invite all your friends and use your pool
Boot Camps • Bridal Groups • Nutrition Consulting

Service Directory

Carolyn Walstad
Landscape Design
Hire a soloist for some room temperature
contemporary music or a full band for lively
dance music. Numerous references available.

602-679-9273

Professional Services

Service Directory
CABINET REFACING

480-993-7080 or fitnessbyrose@cox.net

Community Marketplace

& MORE!

Personal Services

SHOES • BOOTS • PURSES • JACKETS • LUGGAGE
SHINES • STRETCHING • SUPPLIES

$

200 OFF

RECOVER

ANY REPAIR

INSTALL

email
documents
passwords
deleted files
more.,

fers.

McClintock

With coupon. Not valid with other of

COMPLETE REPAIRS
1840 E. Warner #106 • 480-838-3811
NE corner of Warner & McClintock

Computer
Problems?

Warner

install
HW/SW
wireless
internet
upgrades
more.,

Contact Bill Kalaf • 480.215.8769
Certified Computer Examiner
email sickpc@cox.net

X

computer-forensic-investigators.com

Personal Services
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Only $99y/ou4r ad call
To place

37
480-966-08

½ Marathon Training
LEARN ABOUT
Technique • Stretching
Nutrition • Hydration
Proper Attire

480-353-8989
Sign up Today! Only $20 per week!

www.fit4lifeAZ.com
Personal Services

Math

Personal Services

Jeri Erwin

A. Y. S.

Helping Businesses For Over 14 Years

At Your Service Accounting, Inc
Cell: 480-600-5408
Fax: 480-940-0530

Office: 480-940-6203
AYSA@cox.net

Member of American Institute of Professional Bookkeepers

Professional Services

Images
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Stone

Ph: 480.833.7338

Craftsman with over 30 years experience

Call 480-650-9008 for an appointment

Service Directory

REROOF WITH LIGHTWEIGHT STONE COATED
STEEL SHINGLES, SHAKES OR TILES!
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e
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e
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hip
480-986-1606
Ask for Cliff Frazier

New Roofing • ReRoofing
Leak Repairs • Shingles • Coatings
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Service Directory
J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
Vinyl Siding
• Overhang
trim/eaves

•
•
•
•
•

Kitchens
Baths
Windows
Room Additions
AZ Rooms
Kyrene Corridor
Residents

Garage Floor Coatings
Flagstone - Vinyl Chip & More
Solid Colors - Cool Deck

www.allaroundmath.com
E-mail: math@cox.net
Elliot & McClintock

Woods such as Cherry, Maple, Alder &
Oak or Easy Care Thermofoil

Bookkeeping - Accounting - Payroll Bill’s Awning & Construction
Peachtree-Quickbooks Software

Math Test Preparation (AIMS, SAT, etc.)
Math Adventures Club (K-5)
Parents Math Rehab
One-On-One Tutoring
Home School Support

Now!
Enroll e is
Spac d!
Limite

• Kitchen Cabinet Resurfacing
• Update with New Doors
• Pull-Out Drawers Installed

AZ ROC #121682

Professional Services

CENTER
•
•
•
•
•

FIX
system
virus
spyware
more.,

Additional
Services
Available
all year!

Personal Services

Family Portraiture • Weddings • Commercial • Special Events

David Stone

Pet Services

Bonded and Insured
Member NAPPS &
Pet Sitters International

Initial Visit

480-628-6958

www.suespetfriends.com

www.imagesbystone.com

Professional Services

d a sma
TLC in the Comfort
of their home.

480-329-5892

AccoUnti ng

Accounting, Tax Preparation,
Bookkeeping and Payroll Services
• Individual or small business
• Help in incorporating a new business
Email - email@dasmahacct.com

Phone 480-201-3753

480-820-8711

jakconstructioninc.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

Service Directory

Al Davis

Electrical

Services, Inc.
All types of electrical work:
Ceiling Fans • Additional Fixtures
Service Changes • Extra Circuits • Repairs

Residential • Commercial

480-940-1828

Fax 480-659-1612

cell 602-549-1869

Visit us at www.dasmahact.com

Licensed • Bonded • ROC #192047
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Service Directory

Service Directory

Custom Remodeling
Specialist

Custom Fence
and Gates

Whole House Remodels
Kitchens • Baths • Bedrooms
Counters & Cabinets • Tile & Carpet • Garages
Offices • Patios • Room Additions • And Much More!

Service Directory

Dave’s Handyman
Service
602-295-3991

Ornamental Iron Fabrication

“Ask us if we can do it.”

Your home of the

$39

View Fence, Pool Fencing,
All Types, Etc.

John C. Erickson - Owner

Over 20 Years Experience
Licensed (#ROC171687) • Bonded • Insured

Service Directory

4x6 gate - Iron/Wood Combo - $289
10x6 gate - Iron/Wood Combo - $689

602-254-8379

VALLEYWIDE

Submit request to www.customfenceandgates.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#230087

Service Directory

Service Directory

Electrical
Plumbing
Doors & Windows
Drywall
Painting
Home Remodeling
Free Estimates

Sound Advice

*
*Large yards may be higher

per month grass service now
offers total lawn and pool!!!

(480) 644-0101
www.mygrassguys.com

Lic #169409ROC

Service Directory

Service Directory

Room Additions
• REMODELING
• RENOVATING
• PATIO COVERS
• FAMILY OWNED
• LICENSED,
BONDED
and INSURED

Add Privacy & Security while increasing your house’s
value by raising your existing block fence height, or by
replacing your OLD wood or concrete panel fence with
a BLOCK WALL by Sunset Fence, Inc.

www.sunsetfence.com

480-838-2870

General Contracting

Handyman Service

Masters of our craft specializing in home
additions, remodels and renovations

floor covering repairs
& sales
carpet • tile • wood
laminate

• Custom Kitchen/Bath Remodeling
• Complete Additions
• Custom Tile and Stone Installations
• Custom Cabinetry and Woodwork

602-451-0323

Pat Harris at 602-284-7954

www.hochuliconstructionteam.com

Service Directory

Garage Door
SERVICE

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring
Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More
Call for a FREE estimate
Owner, Paul English

480-603-8813

Service Directory

Vic’s Drywall Repair
and Retexturing
• Repair holes in drywall, block walls
• Refinish door or paint new doors
• Stain and seal wood doors
• Paint pool fences • Epoxy coat garages
• Remove wallpaper
• Repair and paint HOA common areas
• Some handyman work also

Service Directory

For all your flooring needs The Professionals

Hochuli Construction Team LLC

Visit us online at www.englishbuilding.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.exactaz.com

Service Directory

Service Directory

General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

480-705-0724

FREE estimates!
ROC 155711

ArizonaHomeWorks.com

Service Directory

Over 35 years experience in the natural stone
industry! Please call or visit our website for
more information or to schedule a free estimate!

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

480-357-7078

REMODELING / ADDITIONS

Granite Countertops starting at $39.95 per sq.ft.!
Free Sink w/minimum purchase of 70 sq.ft.!

Proudly serving the East Valley since 1977

•
•
•
•

Broken Springs Replaced
Prompt Professional Service
Repair & Installation
No Extra Charge for
Evenings & Weekends
not a licensed contractor

Specializing in Home Improvement
Bathroom and Kitchen Remodeling
Cabinetry Doors Baseboard Crowns
Tile & Stone Electrical All Flooring
Drywall Plumbing Pool Repairs
Painting Carpentry Ceiling Fans
Free Estimates
Call Jay Hanselman at 480-862-9324
CA Contractors Lic.

Service Directory

Service Directory
TEDESCO
Joe Tedesco,
Owner

TREE
MD

Bonded

Since
1988

Trimming
Feeding
Diagnosis

Insured

480-544-5693

ISA Certified Arborist
J.A. Mancino #WE7414A

International Society of Arboriculture
On Staff: Certified Arborist

Service Directory

REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time....
...hire a quality, licensed contractor
with 30 years experience

Free Estimates
10% Discount Upon Job Completion

R. Child Custom Carpentry

REPAIRING:

Valves • Drip Systems
Timers
Since 1977
Call Harris at

480-251-8610

480-215-3373

480-303-2404

Service Directory

Service Directory

Service Directory

References

Since 1978

T & Y Plaster Stucco
Restucco Rough to Smooth
Quality Painting
Block Work

Repairs

Remodels

602-989-9014

stuccoman21
For Free Estimates:
Call 480-820-5797 or 480-710-0034 cell @yahoo.com

191997
Lic. ROC 191998

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

BATH & KITCHEN
RE-CAULK & GROUT
Specialist
WATER DAMAGE REPAIR & PREVENTION
Eliminate Mildew & Seepage @ TUB & SHOWER

TILE DRYWALL TRIM
and CABINETRY Repair
Including Repair of Cabinet Finishes
Tom (semi-retired professional) at 480-560-4269

Bill Bryant

Electrical Services
Any And All Electrical
Troubleshooting & Remodel
Ceiling Fan Install & Repair
Additional Circuits/Repairs
Recessed/Can Lighting
Not a licensed contractor

480-643-0385
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Service Directory

Inc.

Service Directory

Residential & Commercial
Licensed, Bonded & Insured
Interior • Exterior • Free Estimates
Drywall • Repairs • Texture • Power Wash
Popcorn Ceiling Removal • Quality Wood Staining
Color Matching • Repaint & New Construction
Wall Paper Install/Removal •Epoxy Coating and Painting

S
C
+

Interior • Exterior Painting

small jobs also welcome

602-790-5073

26 years experience in the Valley

chadandsonpainting@gmail.com

Service Directory

Slab Leak Repairs
Electronic Leak Detection
Water Heaters
RO Systems & Water Softeners

Drywall repair with texture matching,
custom faux finishes and cabinets

Mark Chatterson
Com. ROC# 208062
Res. ROC# 208063

Service Directory

Service Directory

CITY-WIDE Plumbing
& Service Co.

480-814-1588
Lic. # ROC 069679

Service Directory

Weekly Service • Repairs
Green Pool Cleanups • Salt System
Motors • Pumps • Filters
Honest & Reliable • References Available

(480) 966-8795
Free Estimates
www.citywideplumbing.us

*no extra charges on Saturdays

CONTRACTOR’S LIC. #
C-37 064 954
& L-37 086 764

Service Directory

Call Tom 602-332-5342 or 480-940-1805

Service Directory

Vic’s Painting L. HARDY PAINTING
Re s i d e n t i a l & C o m m e r c i a l

Vic Vovakes
Dunn Edwards Paints
Interior/Exterior
Specialist
1883 East Oasis Drive, Tempe, AZ 85283

(480) 820-5797

Painting
Interior
Exterior
25 Years Experience!
Now offering Home Improvements
FREE ESTIMATES

Cell (480) 710-0034

Visit Our Website: Astoreonline.com

Service Directory

480-963-2498
Licensed, Bonded & Insured • K34-137206

Service Directory

24 Hour
Emergency
Service
Available

Family Owned & Operated
Full Service Plumbing • Insurance Claim Specialists
Water Heaters • Faucets • Fixtures
Drain & Sewer Cleaning • Electronic Leak Locating
Water Treatment Sales & Service
Sewer Video & Locating • Back Flow Testing & Repair
Sprinkler Systems and Repairs

Free Estimates

Senior Discounts

480-895-9838
Residential/Commercial - Lic #204797

Service Directory

Weekly Service • Repairs
Full Service or Chemicals Only
Pump & Filter Cleaning
Spring Start-up • Green Pool Clean-up
Insured, Dependable and Trustworthy

Service Directory

Keep Scorpions Out Of Your Home
Once & For All

Seal Out Scorpions

Plumbing & A/C specialists
Serving the SEV since 1980
Family owned and operated

602-679-4723
~ Interior Painting ~
~ Experienced ~
~ Cheap/Local/Neat ~
Service Directory
Commercial & Residential

D

(480) 332-6589
Inquire About Our Service & Request A
FREE Scorpion Control Packet
Call Today!

www.sealoutscorpions.com

480-820-7325

Clogged Drains • Seasonal A/C Check-ups
Water Heater Repairs/Installs with Haul Away
Garbage Disposers & Faucets
Full A/C Service • Heat Pump Repairs
Slab Leaks and Underground Locating
Residential/Commercial

24 hour emergency service

Senior Discounts

www.plumbingprosaz.com

Service Directory

Painting Interior & Exterior
Popcorn Removal
Repair - Holes, cracks, water damage
Matching All Textures

FREE Estimates
480-326-0851 Daniel
Service Directory

602-743-6209

Service Directory

re!
e
H
d
A
r
u
o
Y

issues
Only $99y/ou4r ad call
To place

37
480-966-08

30 years experience!

DeL
S
L
Window Cleaning
Residential & Commercial

Mike Tucker

480-225-0510
Free Estimates

Licensed/Bonded/Insured - ROC#209545

Service Directory

****SPECIALS****
Monthly Service starting at $60/mo
Bi-Weekly Service available
Green Pool Cleanups
Pool Draining
Tile clean & Acid wash

roc: 241512
245339 Call Ryan Brock 480.205.5126 • Ryan@RipTidePoolsLLC.com

Licensed & Bonded

“We make the old look like new!”

WEEKLY SERVICE / REPAIRS / FENCES

Service Directory

Service Directory
Residential
Window Cleaning

BRASSBERRYS
Painting & Coating, Inc.

(480) 892-0463
Residential & Commercial
Interior & Exterior Repaints

480-540-7895

Bonded • Licensed • Insured / 32 Years in the Valley

ROC Com. Lic.# 127135

ROC Res. Lic.# 107686

Licensed/Insured
ROC#204076

Weekly Full Service or Chemicals Only • Repairs
Green Pool Clean-Ups • Motor Replacement
Filter Cleaning • Drain and Acid Washing

Call Bob at 602-330-7761
or email tyrypoolcare@cox.net
Family Owner and Operated • Dependable and Reliable is our #1 Priority
Named for our Boys - Tyler and Ryan

The Higher Standard In Window Cleaning

480-688-3447
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Help Wanted
Help Wanted—Mornings free and like to work with kids?
Make a difference, become a tour guide at the AHA’s Museum
in Tempe. No. exp. needed, Flex hours. A great opportunity to
volunteer in the community. Call 602-414-2800
8/10

Business & Financial
Accounting — At Your Service Accounting, Inc.. Full charge
bookkeeping/accounting, payroll, sales tax reports, financial
statements, IOLTA trust accounts. QuickBooks and Peachtree
software plus remote access. 14+ years of helping small
businesses. Outsource and $ave. At Your Service Accounting
Inc., 480-940-6203. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Accounting — Dasmah Accounting offers full accounting
services. Please check our website at www.dasmahacct.com to
learn more about us and our services. With tax season coming,
let us help you to organize and prepare ahead of time. See our
ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.

Drywall Repair—Vic’s Drywall Repair and Retexturing, Repair
holes in drywall and block walls, Paint doors, pool fences, Epoxy
coat garages, remove wallpaper, Stain and seal wood doors and
other handyman services. Call for a free estimate, 480-820-5797
or 480-710-0034 See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Electrical — Iron Core Electric. We do residential and
commercial electrical work ranging from additional circuits,
service changeouts, troubleshooting, to small Commercial Tenant
Improvements. Honest reliable to make you feel comfortable.
Licensed-Bonded-Insured ROC198028, ROC242123 Call Jesse
480-235-2498 2/6
Electrical— Electrical services including Residential/Commercial
Troubleshooting, Data, Cable, Phone, New circuits, Fans, Can
lighting and more. Reasonable rates and On time service. Call
Simon (480) 818-2101 for your free estimate. Visit us on the
Web @ www.smkelectric.net. Licensed, Bonded and Insured.
ROC 243593

Professional Services

Exterminating — Scorpions can be kept out of the home! Is
your exterminating ineffective? Are you fearful of being stung?
Call to learn how to keep scorpions out of your home. 480820-7325. www.sealoutscorpions.com See our ad in the Guide to
Neighborhood Services

Legal Services — Will & Trust Attorney. Convenient South
Tempe attorney performs professional and personalized estate
planning in a casual atmosphere for all ages and estate sizes. Free
consultation. Small estates: $350/couple for wills and powers of
attorney. Christopher D. Hill, Esq. at 480-785-2640. 11/10

Flooring — Prickly Pear Carpet Care. Carpet cleaning,
upholstery cleaning, tile and grout cleaning, pressure washing.
Dedicated to quality and customer service. Licensed & insured.
Tom & Pam McArdle 480-786-1880. See our ad in Guide to
Neighborhood Services.

Computer/Electronics — Computer problems? Recover,
install, fix. Contact Bill Kalaf, Certified Computer Examiner, at
480-215-8769 or email sickpc@cox.net. See our ad in Guide to
Neighborhood Services.

Garage Door—Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.
Prompt professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra
charge for evenings and weekends. Not a licensed contractor.
480-251-8610 See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.

Computer/Electronics — Computer Services, Business &
Residential- We service Windows, Mac, Linix. Diagnosis, Repair,
Upgrade. Computer Repair, Virus and Spyware Removal,
Computer Setup, Memory and Hardware upgrades, Automatic
Offsite Backup Service, Website Design, Custom Programming.
Call Better Edge at 480-361-6555 or visit us online at www.
BetterEdge.com See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.

Garage Door—Honest Garage Door Service - Repairs and
Installations of Garage Doors and Openers. Same Day 1 Hour
Service. Available Weekends and Evenings at NO Extra Charge.
$39.95 Service Call (waived with most repairs / installations).
Call 480-204-8765. (24/7). Not a licensed contractor. 3/20

Service Directory
Cabinetry/Counters—A Better Cabinet, Kitchen cabinet
resurfacing, update with new doors, Cherry, Maple, Alder and
Oak or easy care Thermofoil, 30 years experience, Call 480650-9008 See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Cabinetry/Counters— Exact Marble & Granite, Inc., Granite
countertops starting at $39.95 per sq. ft. Free Sink w/minimum
purchase of 70 sq. ft., Over 35 years exp. in the natural stone
industry. Call or visit website for more info.
www.exactaz.com, 480-705-0724 See our ad in Guide to
Neighborhood Services
Concrete—Desert Concrete. Sidewalks, patios, slabs,
driveways, small room additions. Call Jeff for free estimate at
480-598-3088
3/10
Doors— Southwest Door Refinishing, 480-947-3878.
Doors/Refinishing, repainting, restorations, new hardware.
Exterior Gate Makeovers/ Sand and paint gate, install new
sun resistant wood slats. Small carpentry and painting jobs.
Experienced and Reliable. Quality workmanship and materials.
480-947-3878 Not a licensed contractor 1/9

Gates/Fencing—Custom Fences and Gates, Ornamental
Iron Fabrication, We offer all types of fences, view fence,
pool fence and others, 4x6 iron wood combo gate $289,
www.customfenceandgates.com, licensed, bonded, insured,
ROC#230087, 602-254-8379 See our ad in Guide to
Neighborhood Services.
Gates/Fencing—Sunset Fence, Inc. Raise your existing block
wall to increase privacy and home value, or replace existing
wood or concrete panel fences with a Sunset Fence block wall,
serving the East Valley since 1977, licensed, bonded and insured.
www.sunsetfence.com, 480-838-2870 See our ad in Guide to
Neighborhood Services
Handyman—We Do It Services. Handyman jobs, property
maintenance, phone jacks, painting, window washing, pressure
washing, furniture assembly, hauling. Free bids. I do what
your husband puts off! Greg 480-491-2373 Not a licensed
contractor. AZ 321121 12/19
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard
repairs, call Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing,
painting, electrical. I do it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor.
Local Resident with over 20 years experience. Not licensed
contractor, just a perfectionist. Free Estimates.
8/10

Handyman — Dave’s Handyman Service. 602-295-3991. “Ask
us if we can do it.” Electrical, plumbing, doors & windows,
drywall, painting, home remodeling. Lic. #169409ROC. See our
ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and
Maintenance. Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing,
install ceiling fans, fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs.
Clean, neat and dependable. 25 years experience. Not a licensed
contractor - Make your list and call Ron 480-233-1834 or 480736-1599. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Handyman—Reliable, honest, hard working licensed contractor
would love to help you get your “Honey Do” list done by the
holidays. 21 years experience. Remodeling, kitchens, bathrooms,
additions, patios, everything from electrical to plumbing. No
job to small or big. I do all of my own work and my wife says
I’m a perfectionist. Please call me Larry Jones 480-580-8294 or
ljones@larryjonesconstruction.com 1/9
Handyman — Mi-Son Handyman Home Repair/Remodeling.
Specializing in kitchen/bath remodeling, electrical/ceiling fans,
carpentry, plumbing, flooring, paint & roofing. We do it all,
including trash removal, hauling, lock change, Specializing in
landlord, property management and Realtor needs. No job too
large or small. 480-707-1221 or 602-330-5445. Call Mike or
Sonia for estimates. Not a licensed contractor. 12/09
Handyman — John Purchase’s Handyman Services – Let
an experienced handyman take care of your small household
repairs, renovations and alterations! Electrical, plumbing,
carpentry, ceramic tile, drywall, door and window unit
replacement ..... and more - just ask! 30 years experience. Top
quality work and Building Code compliance. (480) 921-3217.
Not a Licensed Contractor. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood
Services.
Handyman—Handyman and Remodel Services. Tile Install,
Kitchens/Bath, Patio Covers, Doors and Windows, Laminate
Flooring, We do it all. Check out the website JosephSduffy.
net 480-272-2919 Not a licensed contractor. Oduffyremodel@
yahoo.com 12/19
Handyman— B and B Construction, Roofing, Painting, Patio
Covering, Decks, Window and Door Replacements, Electrical
and Plumbing. We also build garages and sheds. Anything from
small handyman jobs to major remodels. Discount on jobs over
$1000. Contact Dennis Bell, 480-385-9010 12/19
Hauling/Cleanup — Hauling, cleanup, remove dirt, rocks,
concrete, unwanted items, junk, tree trimming and tree removal.
Decorative rock spread. Call John for a free estimate. 480-2313162. No job too small. 3/10
House Cleaning — Personal Touch Cleaning Service. Affordable
service with quality and reliability. 23 years experience, all
supplies furnished. Call for free in-home estimate. Yes, I do
windows. Excellent references. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000.
Dar. 12/10
House Cleaning—”JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING” Not
enough time in a day?? Call 480-833-1027 for a free phone
quote. Super dependable. Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly.
References avail. 15 years experience Bonded- AG0601,
Insured-46871 It’s a CLEAR Choice!!! Call 480-833-1027 4/17
House Cleaning — Immaculate House Cleaning & Window
Services “Serving the neighborhood since 1994” High quality
“Immaculate” services at an affordable price! Licensed
Professionals • Mon-Sat Available, Free Estimate Summer
Special: 3 hours $75 Call 480-734-7783 or 602-708-9116
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Landscaping — Landscape maintenance: We provide quality
work, dependable service, and we have English-speaking
foremen. 10% of our profits are donated back to the
community. Free quotes. KJE Landscape Maintenance www.
KJElandscape.com 480-586-8445. 3/10
Landscaping — Get Her Done Yard Care and Maintenance One time clean-up or weekly or monthly service available. Free
Estimates. Quality work at reasonable rates. $10 Discount on
first service over $60. Call Eric 480-907-8278.
2/10
Landscaping — Lawn Core Aeration: Reduce soil compaction
and eliminate water run-off. Lawn Service @ $50/mo – 1st
week is always FREE. Dethatching/Power-raking/Fertilization
(480) 940-8196 www.ThePLUGman.com ROC #212226 All
credit cards See our ad in guide to Neighborhood Services
Landscaping—Phoenix Desert Landscaping – Landscaping
clean-ups, lawn service, palm tree trimming, skinning palms, tree
removal, weed removal from rocks, pre-emergent, sprinkler
systems, sprinklers & drips, time clocks, flagstone, pavers,
Winter Seed. Nine years experience. Call 602-690-3813
3/10
Landscaping—Sprinklers, Valves, Timers, Repair or Install.
Additional Landscape Services offered as well. Call 480-710-8738
2/6
Landscaping—CORONA LANDSCAPE - Installation,
Maintenance and Repairs. Complete installations, Makeovers,
Commercial and Residential Maintenance, Landscape, Lighting,
Sprinkler and Drip systems, Irrigation Timers, Granite and
Boulders, Flagstone, Pavers, Plants, Trees and SOD. We show
up. Ed 602-373-9100 2/6
Landscaping—Urgent Affordable Tree and Total Clean-up
Service, We do all trees, trim, removal, prune, top, shape,
haul away, clean-up, weeds, anything. You name it! Do it
today. Call Vuna 480- 600-7357 12/19
Landscaping—Grass Guys, Your home of the $39 per month
grass service is now offering total lawn and pool care.
Grass service, full service, pool service, weed control. Call 480644-0101 or www.mygrassguys.com See our ad in guide to
Neighborhood Services
Painting — Brassberrys Painting & Coating-Interior/Exterior
Repaints, 32 Years Experience in the valley. Quality Products
Used. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Commercial and Residential.
Current References Available. Licensed/Bonded/Insured. Res.
Lic#ROC107686. Com. Lic #ROC127135. Call 480-892-0463.
See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Painting — Chad & Son Painting Inc.-Interior, Exterior,
Residential, Commercial, Free Estimates, Drywall repairs,
texture, power wash, popcorn ceiling removal, quality wood
staining, color matching, repaint and new construction, wall
paper removal and installation, epoxy coating and painting,
licensed+bonded+insured roc# 208062 and 208063, call 602790-5073, chadandsonpainting@gmail.com. See our ad in Guide
to Neighborhood Services.
Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall
repair with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets.
Small jobs also welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL (480) 8141588. Visa/Mastercard See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood
Services.
Painting — L. Hardy Painting. Interior/Exterior painting,
drywall, drywall repair and texture coating. Free estimate.
Call 480-963-2498. Lic. #34/137206. See our ad in Guide to
Neighborhood Services.

Painting — DZ Paint – A painting company with quality painters
and affordable prices. Whether it’s your home or your office,
you name it, we’ll paint it. Accent walls, garage floors, interior
and exterior, commercial and residential. Give us a call for a free
estimate. Licensed and Bonded. ROC #191520 (commercial),
ROC #191519 (residential). Daniel 480-326-0851. See our ad in
Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Painting — Vic’s Painting We use Dunn Edwards Paints.
Interior/Exterior Specialist. Experienced. Clean. Honest. Quality/
Guaranteed. Not a licensed contractor. References available.
Free Estimates. Call 480-820-5797 or 480-710-0034 Today!
Visa/Master Card accepted. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood
Services.
Painting—Tyler’s Decorating Remodel with color, an
affordable solution to update your home! Specializing
in complete interior painting, faux finishes, Venetian
plasters, textured plasters, and wall finishes. Color
specialist/consultations available. Details and the right
color make the difference! For a free estimate, call Tyler
at 480-940-7775
3/10
Painting—Burden Painting Inc., “Leave the Burden to Us”
Interior/Exterior Painting, Dry Wall Repairs and texturing. Free
Estimates Licensed, Bonded, and Insured. ROC# 153491,
153492 Call Darrell Burden 480-892-1190
4/10

Pool Care — Over 29 years in the pool industry with reliable
and dependable service. Additional services include pump,
motor, filter and DE grid replacements. Hayward vacuum
cleaner repairs. Call Charlotte 480-838-9102 2/10
Pool Care — Riptide Pools, Weekly Service/Repairs/Fences
Monthly service starting at $60. Bi-weekly service, Green pool
clean-up, pool draining, tile clean and acid wash, Call Ryan 480205-5126 or Ryan@RipTidePoolsLLC.com
See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Pool Care—Weekly Full Service or Chemicals Only, Repairs,
Green Pool Clean-Ups, Motor Replacement, Filter Cleaning,
Drain and Acid Washing, Family Owned and Operated,
Dependable and Reliable is our #1 Priority Call Bob at 602-3307761 or 480-855-5684 Or e-mail at tyrypoolcare@cox.net See
our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc.. – Specializing in all
phases of construction. Rain gutters, Downsprouts, Aluminum
and Vinyl siding, AZ rooms, kitchens, baths, room additions,
overhang trims/eaves. We love small jobs! Garage floor coatings,
Flagstone – vinyl chip & more. Solid colors, cool deck. Call (480)
820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC #112275. See
our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.

Painting—Pete’s Painting and Wallpapering, Interior painting,
experienced, cheap, local and neat! Call for an estimate
602-679-4723 See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.

Remodeling — Remodel contractor- R. Child Custom
Carpentry, LLC. Plans to completion, carpentry, additions,
patios, decks, concrete, drywall & stucco. Best prices for quality
work. Since 1998. ROC B216115. 480-215-3373 See our ad in
guide to neighborhood services

Plumbing — Cure All Plumbing- For all your plumbing needs.
Water heaters, softeners, faucets, fixtures, drain and sewer
cleaning, backflow and sprinkler service. Commercial/Residential
ROC#204797 Free estimates 480-895-9838. See our ad in
Guide to Neighborhood Services.

Remodeling — Cafarelli Construction offering residential
and commercial work since 1974. Interior/Exterior, Kitchen
& Bath, Room Additions. Licensed, bonded & insured.
Lic#088929/101012. We are dedicated to the beauty of your
home. 480-839-4452.

Plumbing — City-wide Plumbing & Service Co. Slab leak
repairs, electronic leak detection, water heaters, RO systems
& water softeners. Free estimates. 480-966-8795. www.
citywideplumbing.us. Contractor’s lic. #C-37 064 954 & L-37
086 764. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.

Remodeling—English Building Company, LLC, General
Contractor, Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling,
Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and
Customer references online at www.englishbuilding.net, Tempe
Native,. Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 189470 Call today for a
free estimate 480-603-8813 See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood
Services

Plumbing — Frederick & Sons LLC, Plumbing and A/C
specialists, serving the East Valley since 1980, Clogged drains,
seasonal a/c checkups, full a/c service, heat pump repairs, water
heater repairs/ installs with haul away, garbage disposers and
faucets, 24 hour emergency service, roc#241512, 245339,
www.plumbingprosaz.com, family owned and operated. Call
480-332-6589 See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services
Plaster &Stucco—T & Y Plaster Stucco since 1978, Re-stucco
rough to smooth, quality painting, block work/ repair/ remodel.
References, licensed, ROC #191997,191998 Call 602-9899014 or email stuccoman21@yahoo.com See our ad in guide to
Neighborhood Services
Pool Care — Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair. LLC. Weekly
service, full service or chemicals only, repairs, pumps & filters.
Insured, dependable & trustworthy, references available. Service
starting at $60/month. Professional family owned business. 480694-1518. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Pool Care — Complete pool care-full weekly service-low
cost-including chemicals-chemical only service-green pool clean
up-DE/Cartridge cleaning-salt cell cleaning-repairs-acid washbonded & insured – honest and reliable- Call Tom 602-3325342 or 480-940-1805 Baja Pool Care See our ad in Guide to
Neighborhood Services

Remodeling — Custom Remodeling Specialist. Whole house
remodels, kitchens, baths, bedrooms, counters & cabinets, tile &
carpet, garages, offices, patios, room additions and much more.
John C. Erickson – owner. Over 20 years experience. Licensed
(ROC#171687), bonded & insured. JCE Company, LLC. 480200-9037. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services
Remodeling—Arizona Home Works, Room additions,
remodeling, renovating, patio covers, family owned, licensed,
bonded and insured, www.ArizonaHomeWorks.com 480-3577078 See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Remodeling—Awnings, Sunscreens, Glass Replacement,
Windows & Doors, Patio Covers & Enclosures, Siding, Carpet
& Tile, Granite. Let Imperial Home Improvement help save
you money on your next home improvement project. Visit
www.imperialhi.com or call John’s cell at 602-818-1473 for free
estimate. See 5-Star reviews on Kudzu.com. ROC #247495,
bonded, insured. 2/6
Roofing — Bill’s Awning and Construction. Reroof with
lightweight stone-coated steel shingles, shakes or tiles. New
roofing, reroofing, leak repairs, shingles, coatings. Free
Estimates. Quality Workmanship. Ask for Cliff Frazier. 480-
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986-1606. Licensed, bonded, insured. See our ad in Guide to
Neighborhood Services
Roofing — McBride Roofing, Shingle, Tile, Flat, Repairs and
Re-Roofs, Foam Roof Restoration starting at 49¢ per SF. We will
meet or beat any equal competitors price, Fast service 24/7,
ROC 204076 call Marc 480-540-7895 See our ad in Guide to
Neighborhood Services

Shoe Repair — All About Quality Shoe Repair & More, repair
shoes, boots, purses, jackets, luggage, shoe shines, stretching
and other supplies. Complete repairs and quick turnaround
time. NE corner of Warner & McClintock. See our ad in Guide to
Neighborhood Services.
Tutoring/Instruction—Christian Music Teacher offers piano
and voice lessons at $60.00 per month. We teach all ages and
levels. Please call Michelle 480-821-9630
12/09

Roofing — Roofing specialist, 30 years experience, shingles,
tile, shakes, flat roofs, leak repair and wood replacement. Free
estimates. No Job too small. Licensed exempt, References
available. Call Chuck 480-251-7886
11/10

Tutoring/Instruction—Piano teacher with 15 years experience
will come to your home. References available. Lessons for all
levels from beginners to advanced. 7 years to adults. 2 recitals
per year. Please call Sandra 480-969-9244
12/19

Sprinklers — Sprinkler Repair- Repairing valves, drip systems
and timers. Harris Gardening. 480-303-2404. Serving the East
Valley area since 1977. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood
Services.

Tutoring/Instruction—Spanish lessons & tutoring,
Beginners, High School, College tutoring, Native Speaker,
10 years teaching experience. Classes are private,
individualized to your needs. Children 8+ years, adults,
small groups welcome. 602-769-0706, RNELLYLEY@AOL.
COM
2/10

Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and
insured. Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler
readers. Free estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650.
6/10
Tile/Granite — Bath and Kitchen Re-Caulk and Grout,
Specialist in water damage repair and prevention, eliminate
mildew and seepage from tub and shower, tile, drywall, trim and
cabinetry repair, including cabinet finishes, Tom 480-560-4269
See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services
Window Cleaning — 5 Star PROFESSIONAL High Quality,
detailed, PERFECTIONIST Work performed every time,
Guaranteed. Screens/Sunscreens cleaned, Very Experienced,
Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured, w/Refs.Available. Owner
Operated. Joseph Stephen Albert. Call 480-228-5453
1/19
Window Cleaning — Select Property Services Residential
Window Cleaning The Higher Standard in Window Cleaning
480-688-3447. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.

Personal Services
Health & Beauty — Stop Bedwetting. Celebrating Children
Life Coaching for Children. Lori Ulman BS.ed, CLC
480-206-7226. Child oriented! No drugs! No contracts! See our
ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Health & Beauty — Issa Certified Fitness Trainer. Specializing
in women’s health and fitness. I bring the equipment to your
home. You will see results. 1 hr. $50.00. 1/2 hr. $30.00. Call
Rose 480-993-7080 today for your free 1/2 hour fitness
evaluation/body fat analysis. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood
Services.
Health & Beauty — Active Lifestyle Training, specialized
in home strength training, full-body functional training for
individuals or groups, lose weight and get toned, personalized to
get results. www.XALTtraining.com, dawn@dawnkemmer.com
480-215-3668 See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services
Live Music —Make your next party or event one to remember,
hire a live musician- soloist available for room temperature
contemporary music or a full band for lively dance music, Many
references available, Call Greg at 480-820-8394 or 602-4608394
12/09

Tutoring/Instruction—Helping Your Child Achieve, The
Time is Now Low cost tutoring for your child available from a
certified teacher with 30 years experience. Tutoring can be in
your home or in my home. 602 281 4561 12/19
Miscellaneous — Images by Stone. Family portrait, weddings,
commercial, special events. David Stone 480-329-5892 www.
imagesbystone.com. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.

Pets
Pet Services — Pet Sitting. Have your pet pampered and
cared for in the convenience of YOUR home. Bonded, insured.
Member Pet Sitters International. References Available. Call
Janice with Mrs. Doolittle, 831-9388. 2/10
Pet Services — Sue’s Pet Friends – TLC in your home. Free
initial visit. Daily and overnights available. Insured, Bonded.
Serving: Tempe, Chandler and Ahwatukee area. 480-628-6958.
See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services.
Pet Services — Pooper Scooper. Hate that poop? Love your
pup! Call Mrs. Doolittle and she’ll clean it up. Bonded and
insured. 480-831-9388. 2/10
Pet Services — Happy Tails! Pet and House Sitting Service.
While you’re away, let the pets play. Licensed, bonded and
insured. Serving the Kyrene Corridor. Liz McBride 480-4446684. HappyTailsPetandHouseSitting@gmail.com. 12/09
Horse Boarding — Buena Vista in Tempe, 2 acre turn out,
lighted bridle path, covered stalls. 480-838-0104 or 480-7662281. 1/9

For Sale
For Sale— Self-Improvement. Combat procrastination,
anxiety, stress, depression, sleeplessness, and much more. Each
CD contains music specifically selected. Strategies written by
licensed therapist. See TheMoodBank.com or email Mary@
themoodbank.com.
1/9
Auction Sales — Arizona’s premier estate auction: The
Arizona Antique Centre in Scottsdale is now accepting quality
consignments, antiques, fine art, jewelry and collectibles for its

upcoming monthly auctions; free appraisals 480-675-9500. 5/29

Transportation
Auto Parts & Service — Protect Your Car’s Interior: Call for
a dealer near you! (480) 967-1675. Retractable Sunshade – no
storing or rolling needed. Custom dashcovers – reduce glare
and protect. Protect your seats – from kids, pets and spills. Dash
Designs, Inc. 6014 S. Ash Ave. Tempe. www.dashdesigns.com.
See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood Services
Ride Share—McClintock/Rural, Elliott/Warner/Guadalupe share
ride to SRP headquarters or nearby. Leave approx. 6:30 a.m.,
return approx. 4:30 p.m. M-F. Call (480) 694-9848

For Rent or Lease
House for Rent — Like new, ultra-nice 3-bedroom, 2 full
baths, 1,600 square feet, ceiling fans, AC, alarm system,
fenced backyard, refrig/washer/dryer/new dishwasher,
recently painted inside and out. Walking distance to
Kyrene de las Brisas school and Desert Breeze Park. Twocar garage, corner lot. Landscape maintenance included.
Small pet OK. $1,100/month, references. SECURE
OWNERSHIP ASSURED. Available Feb. 1. (480) 694-9848
or (480) 694-4141
Office for Lease—Approximately 730 sq. ft. professional
office space which includes 2 room private suite with separate
entrance, covered parking, direct access to both break/kitchen
and 2 restrooms AND 8-10 person conference room. Call 480980-4829 or 602-397-6867 12/19
Office/Retail for Rent—Office condo available, brand new,
great location, drive by visibility, 1021 sq. ft., Design to suit your
needs. Located at Kyrene/Warner. Call 480-496-0828

Place your online and
print ad by visiting www.
WranglerNews.com. Cost
is $20 for 30 words in two
consecutive issues. Call
(480) 966-0845 from 9 to 5
Monday through Friday for
frequency discounts, and
details about advertising
packages that include your
classified at no additional
charge.
Thank you!
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Want to get in shape
after the holidays?
Join the 5 a.m. crowd
By Jeremy Banks

M

onths ago, trainers at ProFitness, at 7420 S. Rural
Road, sat together, thinking of a way to help the
community get into great shape at an affordable

cost.
What they came up with was the 5AM Bootcamp. It’s a
way for individuals to get a full workout at an economical
price.
“Because of the down economy, we’ve set up a very lowcost way for people to get in shape in a group setting,” said
ProFitness trainer Vin Vallejo.
The camp cost is $99 per a month and it runs each
week. Vallejo said the workout, which started in March, has
been well-received.
“We have 37 people that show up every morning, and
Saturdays as well. That’s 54 people total involved with it,”
Vallejo said. “The services we offer are completely unique.
Every single day is completely different and challenging.
We do it for all fitness levels.”
The workout covers several areas, working out the
entire body.
“It’s a three-in-one. We do weights, cardio and also
kickboxing, outdoors, indoors, everything possible,” Vallejo
said. “Anything you can think of, we do—core conditioning
to (mixed martial arts) training.”
ProFitness initially launched a weight-loss competition,
with the option for a bootcamp. “The popularity of the
bootcamp just carried on so much to where people wanted
to keep it going, and we did,” Vallejo said.
They began with modest expectations, but were soon
surprised with the turnout.
“The first day was 13 people; the second day was 24
people and we really expected 12 and in the low teens,”
Vallejo said. “All of a sudden we were in the 20s. And all of
a sudden we’re having to adjust and strategize and plan on
expanding.
“We had a great response from some of the members of
the community.”
Word spread fast and enthusiasm increased.
“At first I thought ‘5 a.m.? Are you kidding me?,’”said
client Scott Agnew. “However, once I started getting up and
getting there, it got easier and I found myself wanting to

CrossWood Indoor Golf names
winners; holiday hours listed
Bruce Brown, Jamie Kuusisto, Joshua
Hynson and Nedra Zamborsky won two tickets
to the Suns vs Spurs game Dec. 15 in a contest
sponsored by CrossWoods Indoor Golf.
As part of the center’s holiday bonus
program, buyers of any $30 gift certificate
receive a $5 CrossWoods Cash Card through
Dec. 24.
CrossWoods’ winter hours start Dec. 21:
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-11 p.m.; Friday and
Saturday, 9-11; Sunday, Noon-8.
CrossWoods will be closed Christmas Day.
Information: 480-961-4653.
Location: 6170 W. Chandler Blvd., Chandler.

go work out and not dreading it. When we were done at 6
a.m., I felt great,” said Agnew.
Besides feeling good at the end of the session, the 5
a.m. starting time didn’t seem so bad after all.
“I typically hate going to the gym and working out.
Bootcamp has provided me some unique outlet to get
my exercise in early, to have fun and be able to visit my
friends, too. It’s a great way to start the day. By 6 a.m.
we’re done. It’s like a morning happy hour.”
Christy Liem, another client, said the workout is fastpaced and ever-changing.
“It’s great to be at a smaller facility with the supervision
of talented trainers. Each brings something different, and
they really mix the workouts up so we don’t get bored,” she
said. “They are really good about giving personal attention
when needed. I have had great results in a short amount of
time.”

Vallejo said the best part of the bootcamp is helping
people make progress and reach their goals.
“The excitement for us is seeing people’s ability to do
more and more and more. They become more fit, and we
can see the effects of the weight loss, as well,” he said.
“We are actually professionals, not just a big gym that’s
all about numbers. We’re actually more dedicated to the
person and getting them to their goal.”
Vallejo said having trainers and being in a social setting
can provide more motivation for getting fit.
“You’re going to get more motivation and
accountability, and you’re going to get a lot different ways
to actually work out,” he said.
“Some of that is going to focus on speed, strength,
weight loss and rehab. You’re going to get all aspects
possible of fitness itself and developing good, healthy
habits.”
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Aztec wrestlers welcome Jim Martinez as their new mentor

Returning state champs
boost new coach’s hopes

By Alex Zener
he Aztecs, with an experienced and
accomplished wrestler as their new
head coach and seven wrestlers with
state championship experience on their team,
are focused on not only defending their 5A-I
state championship title but improving their
individual state finishes over last year’s results.
Corona ended Mesa High’s three-year
domination of state wrestling championships
last season with a 26-25 win in the finals.
New head coach Jim Martinez, a former
collegiate, Olympic and world championship
wrestler, has three senior state champions and
four state place-finishing wrestlers returning
from last year’s talented state championship
team.
Returning state champs are Ryan Miller
(145, now wrestling 152), Derek Felton (160,
now 171) and heavyweight Mike Howard.
In addition, state placers Blake Ortiz
(160), Sam Fulton (189), Ryan Cox (140)
and Brad Spadafore (135) bring experience
and depth to the Aztec squad.
Martinez, who took over for retired coach
Dave Vibber, brings a wealth of experience
to Corona’s wrestling squad. His list of
accomplishments include Minnesota state
champion, two-time NCAA Division I third
place finishes, five-time National Greco-Roman
Champion, National AAU Freestyle Champion,
1984 Olympic Bronze Medalist Greco-Roman
Wrestling and 1985 Bronze Medalist World
Championships Greco-Roman Wrestling.
“My successes at the high school, collegiate
and international levels brings value to
Corona’s wrestling program because I am
able to share world-class training, coaching
and current wrestling techniques with my
wrestlers,” said Martinez.
Altogether Corona had approximately
30 members from last year’s varsity, JV and
freshman rosters return including senior Chris
Tee (112), sophomore Robert Butler (119),
sophomore Ben Nelson (130), senior Kevin
Thomas (145) and Jason Landrum. New to
the varsity team are freshmen Kort Turner
(103) and Patrick Buck (125), and junior
Simon Allen (215).
“Simon transferred to Corona from
Horizon,” said Martinez.
“He is working together with Mike
Howard to help make both of them tougher in
the upper weight brackets.”
Corona’s strength may be experience
and depth but Martinez is quick to point
out senior leadership and experience the
younger wrestlers will received from their own
teammates.
“The strength of the team lies in the vast
experiences of the senior leadership,” said
Martinez. “They give confidence to those who

T

Corona del Sol’s new head wrestling coach Jim Martinez, a
former collegiate, Olympic and world championship wrestler,
has three senior state champions and four state place-finishing
wrestlers returning from last year’s state championship team.
— Photo by Brant Clinard/azkid.zenfolio.com/

have had limited opportunities on varsity.
Having their knowledge and desire to succeed
is infectious to the group. Some of the toughest
matches they will have will take place in our
own wrestling room.”
What else makes Corona dangerous is the
experience at the heavier weight classes. “Our
team’s strength is what we like to call “death
row,” said Blake Ortiz, who finished third
at state last season. “Death row is the weight
classes 152-285. This line-up contains some of
our strongest wrestlers and is the best way for
us to wrap up a match.”
The Aztecs are expected to be a contender
once again for the state title but that won’t
happen without a lot of hard work from all the
wrestlers and the new coach.
“Obviously, we are working to repeat
the performances of our returning state
champions,” said Martinez.
“We also want to build on the successes of
the state place winners and improve on their
place standings. We have others who have not
placed and feel they are in a position to place at
the state tournament this year.”
Also in the hunt for the 5A-I championship
title will be perennial favorites Mesa, Gilbert
Highland, Gilbert Mesquite, Phoenix Desert
Vista and Mesa Mountain View.
Not surprisingly, three of these, Highland,
Mesquite and Mountain View, are in the newly
aligned Central Region along with Corona.
I am very excited about this season,” said
Derek Felton who recently signed a letter of
intent to wrestle at ASU.
“We have so much potential and could most
likely end up being the best team in the state.”
So far this season the Aztecs seem to be on
track by defeating Desert Ridge 60-18 Dec. 2
and Gilbert (76-5) and Mesa (36-24) Dec. 9.
Then Ryan Miller, Blake Ortiz, Derek
Felton, Sam Fulton, Simon Allen and
Mike Howard each went 8-0 at the Warrior
Classic Dec. 11-12. Overall the team defeated
Pinnacle (69-0), Chaparral (72-6), Willow
Canyon (72-6), North Canyon (49-12), Gilbert
(73-6), Westwood (50-24) and Mesa (41-25).
The only loss came to Ironwood 31-33
resulting in an overall third place finish that
might have been avoided if Corona did not have
to forfeit the 130 pound weight class.
Up next the Aztecs will square off on the
mats in regular season matches at the Moon
Valley Invitational Dec. 18-19 before taking a
break until Jan. 6 when the Aztecs will take on
Mesa Mountain View at home. The Aztec Duels
are scheduled Jan. 8-9.
More information about Corona’s wrestling
team can be found at the school’s athletic
website at http://web.me.com/dspadafore/
Aztec_athletics/Wrestling/wrestling.html.
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At Someburros . . .

It’s Party Time

By Geri Koeppel
he holidays bring more than
good cheer and toys from Santa.
They also usher in the season of
parties, whether it’s family in town, a
company luncheon or friends getting
together to watch a game or tailgate.
Catering can take some of the stress
out of organizing a shindig. But anyone
who’s had experience with it knows
it can come with its own headaches:
Pricey quotes, confusing invoices,
surprising add-ons.
But affordable, easy-to-use catering
services are out there.
“People think catering – that’s
going to be way out of our budget,
so we’re going
to have to do
a potluck,”
said Jennilyn
Costantini, 29,
catering director
for SomeBurros.
Not
necessarily,
she says: At
Someburros,
options start
as low as $3.90 per person. “We try
to do it so we have a price point for
everybody,” she said.
Everything from take-out party
trays to full-service catering with
linens, table decorations, glassware,
silverware and servers is available.
Self-service catering includes delivery,
set-up, cleanup, chafing dishes
and disposable plates, napkins and
tableware.
The catering business grew in the
past few years after the restaurant had
already built its name and reputation.
Costantini’s parents George and
Mary Vasquez started SomeBurros
on Mill Avenue and Baseline Road in
1986. Now, along with Costantini and
siblings Tim and Amy Vasquez, run the
popular four-restaurant chain, which
also has a location in Chandler and
two in Gilbert. Costantini, her husband
Anthony, and brother Tim all attended
Corona del Sol High School.
After graduating from college in
2002, Costantini managed the Stapley
Road store for five years before
turning her focus to catering. At other
restaurants, managers might also
handle catering orders, but her fulltime responsibility is helping people
who are planning events. This ensures
things will go smoothly, she says
“The biggest compliment we get is
that it’s very stress-free,” she said.

T

Julie Pellant of Chandler hired
SomeBurros to cater her daughter’s
wedding in November 2007, and said
everything about the experience was
very professional.
“I knew I didn’t have to worry about
the food, the set-up, the presentation,”
she said. “People were coming up to
me and saying how good everything
looks.”
But did it taste good as it looked?
“I have a Hispanic background,”
Pellant said, “and a number of
my relatives said the food was so
authentic.” The price was within
budget, too, she added.
“Just because it’s Mexican food
doesn’t mean it can’t be a formal
event,” Costantini said.
To help promote the catering arm
of the business, Someburros this year
is bringing back a contest that it held
once before, in 2007, giving away fullservice catering for 50 people.
They expect about 4,000 entries.
Forms are available at the restaurants,
and the drawing is Dec. 24.
Costantini said while the usual
catering order is for about 100 to 150,
they can handle thousands. And they
can set up almost anywhere because
they don’t need a kitchen or electricity
– the food is prepared at one of the
restaurants, and they use small selfcontained cans of methanol to heat the
chafing dishes.
Some of the most popular items
are the green chili beef burros,
cheese enchiladas and pollo fundido
(marinated chicken in a deep-fried
tortilla topped with spicy cream
cheese, cheddar and green onions).
The margarita fountain is also a crowdpleaser; staff set it up and the customer
adds the liquor.
Some of the other events Costantini
has catered include engagement
parties, block parties, family reunions,
fundraisers, office breakfasts and
lunches, and banquets for Corona del
Sol’s baseball and volleyball teams.
Where: South of Chandler Fashion
Center; Tempe on the southeast
corner of Mill and Baseline; Gilbert
at the southeast corner of Stapley and
Baseline; and San Tan, Market Street
south of Williams Field. Hours:
10:30 a.m.-10 p.m. daily. Catering by
appointment (Please provide at least
24-hours notice).
Information: Tempe restaurant,
480-839-TACO (8226); catering
inquiries, 480-201-TACO (8226);
online at www.someburros.com.
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SAVE THE DATE!
Tempe Diablo’s Annual
Casino Capers
Saturday,
April 17, 2010

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
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www.casino-capers.org

custom beauty w/guest house

farmer avenue lofts

lovely custom home built in
2005 • outdoor tropical
retreat with waterfall heated
pool & spa, putting green,
cooling foggers, gas bbq,
gas fireplace • 5 bedrooms
5 baths • 5700 sq.ft • attached
guest house with 843 sq. ft.
of space • his/her offices
4 car garage • must see to
appreciate! • north/south
exposure in highly desirable
gated community in s. tempe
you will love it!

unique urban loft living in
downtown tempe • unmatched
quality construction • upgraded
with slab granite throughout and
maple cabinetry
exposed concrete walls
high ceilings • floor to ceiling
Low E windows • dual balconies
rooftop deck • two car garage
two car driveway • blocks away
from all downtown tempe
amenities • starting at $425,000
models open daily 12-5
360 S. Farmer Avenue

tempe short sale

custom waterfront
lakeviews throughout home
courtyard entry • tuscan
arched doorways
stone/travertine flooring
new carpet • gourmet kitchen
granite • stainless appliances
model perfect master w/private
balcony and HUGE walk-in
closet • over-sized secondary
bedrooms • 4330 sq.ft.
3 car garage with 3 separate
storage closets and attic
extensive outdoor patios
private boat dock • $799,900

5 bedroom • 4.5 bath
fixer upper • 2360 sq.ft.
large diving pool
north/south exposure
no neighbors behind
great for investors/students
fantastic location
priced to sell at $170,000

Patti Agnew

work/live in tempe
six work/live units available with
street frontage on farmer avenue
2400-2650 square feet • work
unit can be closed off from living
area • highly upgraded living
space • 2 bedrooms with walk-in
closets • tons of storage
incredible city light and
mountain views • walk to asu,
mill avenue, tempe town lake,
light rail stop • perfect setting
for business owner that wants
to work from home • new lower
price starting at $425K • models
open daily • call for details

lovely custom home on quiet
interior street in subdivision
5 bedrooms 3 baths
large kitchen • breakfast nook
huge master • sitting area
oversized secondary bedrooms
split guest/in-law suite with bath
skylights • neutral coloring
sparkling pool • north/south
exposure • mid $500,000
call for details

480.797.2891

www.pattiagnew.com

