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inflate your spirits

light up the night

Photographer
Billy Hardiman
made his
neighborhood
rounds once
again this year,
resulting in yet
another collection
of creative — and
spectacular —
Christmas holidaylight photos.
A further selection
appears inside,
Pgs. 16 and 17
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There's a new constable
in town, and you'll
be surprised how
he views his new job
By Sammie Ann Wicks
Forget everything you thought you knew about an
Arizona constable’s work—Tempe’s new man in that job
will tell you a far different story.
“I’m here to do this job in a spiritual way,” says Kent
Rini, newly elected constable of Maricopa County’s Kyrene
Justice Court Precinct. “And I want to encourage other
constables to operate within that deeper awareness.”
Yes, you heard the word “spiritual” attached to the
sometimes gritty work of serving the area’s Justice of the
Peace and Magistrate courts’ subpoenas, evictions, and all.
Rini, a Democrat, defeated incumbent Brandon Schmoll, a
Republican, in the Nov. 6 general election.
But Rini, after a lifetime in security and law
enforcement, came by his spirituality the hard way—by
narrowly escaping death
Basically, Rini says, “I died. Then I was transported to
the spiritual dimension, where I talked to God.” This after
sustaining multiple injuries in a car accident in 1973 and
passing through a classic near-death experience.
“One of the injuries was that I suffered a broken jaw,”
Rini remembers, “which in and of itself might have been
OK, but the ER nurse misapplied the mouth tube, and
when I threw up, I choked to death.” At this point, says
Rini, other, more transcendent, awareness ensued. “At the
— CONSTABLE, Page 9

A pillar of law enforcement — Kent Rini has pledged to protect and serve the community as the new constable for the
Kyrene Justice Court Precinct. 			
— Wrangler News photo by Joyce Coronel

Holiday

Men’s and Ladies’

Tony Lama

Sports Coats
20% off

Western Boots
$25 off any pair
$100 or more.

Saba’s of Chandler

In Downtown Chandler for over 90 Years!
67 W. Boston St. Chandler 85225

Cowboy Felt Hats
$25 off

480-963-4496 sabasofchandler.com

any hat $100 or more.

Stetson, Resistol,
Atwood, Serratelli

SALE

Holiday Hours: Mon-Wed 10-7
Thurs-Sat 10-8 - Sunday 11-4

Stocking
Stuffers

Chandler location only

DJ Ramzy Saba of Jamma DJ will appear live
on Sat Dec. 22 from 11-2
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Benzo gets vested with
new protective gear, and
a top-dog U.S. ranking
Chandler PD’s K9 Benzo has
received a bullet-and-stab-protective
vest, thanks to a charitable donation
from non-profit Vested Interest
in K9s Inc., made possible by
Chandler resident Renee Thomas
and embroidered with the sentiment
“Honoring those who served and
sacrificed.”
Vested Interest in K9s Inc. is a
501c(3) charity whose mission is to
provide bullet- and stab-protective
vests and other products for the
dogs of law enforcement and related
agencies throughout the United
States.
The non-profit was established
in 2009 to assist law enforcement
agencies with lifesaving body armor
for their four-legged K9 officers.
Since its inception, the organization
has provided over 3,100 protective
vests in 50 states, through private

and corporate donations, at a value of
$5.7 million.
The program is designed for dogs
that are certified, at least 20 months
of age and actively employed with law
enforcement or related U.S. agencies,
according to Det. Seth Tyler,
Chandler PD media relations officer.
New K9 graduates, as well as
those with expired vests, are eligible
as vest recipients.
The donation to provide one
protective vest for a law-enforcement
K9 is $950.
There are an estimated 30,000
law enforcement K9s throughout the
United States.
Information: 508-824-6978. The
organization provides information,
lists events and accepts taxdeductible donations at www.vik9s.
org or via mail to P.O. Box 9 East
Taunton, MA 02718.

30-75%

OFF

The Chandler Police Department’s four-legged partner Benzo is now safer from bullets and
knives with a protective vest.
— Photo courtesy Chandler Police Department

Retirement Sale
We are not closing.
Come in and meet the new owners!

Serving the community for nearly 25 years!

1849 E. Guadalupe #103

ADDITIONAL 10% OFF

Fry’s Center

clearance that’s already
50% off with coupon.
Expires 12/24/18

$4
WATCH BATTERY
95
Reg. $7.50

No Limit
Excludes lithium
and some other watches.

Expires 12/24/18

We Buy
Gold & Diamonds

SE Corner McClintock & Guadalupe.
Next to Subway

Tues. through Fri. - 10 to 6 / Sat. 10 to 4

Closed Wednesday, Nov. 21 at 3 p.m

Now is a great time to

Layaway for Christmas!
through Dec. 24

480.831.6086
FREE SERVICES

Ring Inspection | Ring Cleaning
Watch Repair Estimates
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Launch of science
academy helps
rocket kids to
a digital future
By Diana Nelson

S

tudents at Kyrene de la Mariposa
Elementary School are now one
step closer to the opportunities
awaiting them in an increasingly digital
future.
These recently honed digital skills
are due, in part, to a progressive
new curriculum with hands-on
opportunities to learn, according to
Principal Spencer Fallgatter, who
has helped guide the school to its
transformation as a Computer Science
Academy, where students grades K-5
get full immersion into technology in
every classroom.
With the implementation, kids are
now able to gain computer science and
coding skills—not to become more than
just users of technology but critical
thinkers, as well.
“We want our students to learn
how to solve problems and to develop
transferable skills to use across all
subject areas and in any future career
path,” said Fallgatter.
“When they acquire the basics of
using coding, they can create solutions
and they will have the knowledge and
experience to become leaders and
innovators of the future.”
During a recent presentation to the
Kyrene Governing Board, Fallgatter
explained how his staff used $30,000
in what is known as Results Based
Funding, which was awarded to the
school based on its performance on
standardized testing during the 2017
school year.
The funds allowed the school to
expand upon its work, which was
already in progress, to pilot a coding
and computer science program during
the 2018-19 school year.
The success of the program was
acknowledged by Superintendent
Dr. Jan Vesely, who said she expects
the computer immersion initiative at

Mariposa can be duplicated as a best
practice at other schools across the
district.
Fallgatter explained that receiving
the extra funds allowed 15 Mariposa
teachers to be paid for work last
summer, during which they spent a
collective 880 hours to design and
create coding lessons and integrated
science projects.
The students’ lessons also may use
content and standards from language
arts and mathematics to broaden their
learning opportunities.
“By the beginning of the school
year, teachers had created new
instructional study guides that involve
lesson plans in coding projects. Each
learning unit is a project, which is
integrated into the appropriate gradelevel science and social-studies topics.”
To help the kids absorb the
technology lessons, Fallgatter says the
school has invested in new devices.
“Our K-2 classrooms each received
12-15 iPads, in addition to their
classroom laptops to utilize a program
called Scratch Jr., which teaches and
strengthens coding skills. Third-grade
classes received additional laptops, so
they have half a class set each, and by
sharing with a buddy class it creates a
whole class set.
And, he noted, fourth- and
fifth-grade classes are one-to-one
with laptops to encourage greater
integration and accessibility. Classes
have weekly time reserved in one
of two computer labs with desktop
machines, and teachers may sign up
for additional time, as needed, to
support student learning.
Additionally, Mariposa has a parttime computer-science specialist to
support the full implementation of the
immersion program and to provide
both professional and curriculum
development opportunities for staff.
In addition to K-5 grades, Mariposa
— DIGITAL, Page 10

#eatlikeanitalian

20

OFF

$

5

$

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

On purchases of
$100 or more

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

OFF
On purchases of
$25 or more

Cannot be used with any other offers, discounts, or with the
$6.99 Spaghetti & Meatball Special. Limit one coupon per visit.
Expires 12/31/18. WRG 1218

Cannot be used with any other offers, discounts, or with the
$6.99 Spaghetti & Meatball Special. Limit one coupon per visit.
Expires 12/31/18. WRG 1218

10

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

$

OFF
On purchases of
$50 or more

Cannot be used with any other offers, discounts, or with the
$6.99 Spaghetti & Meatball Special. Limit one coupon per visit.
Expires 12/31/18. WRG 1218

For Fast Convenient Take Out…
Order Online at BabboItalian.com

WRANGLER NEWS • DEC 15, 2018 - JAN 12, 2019 • PAGE 6

$95k grant to chamber learning program

800.521.8669

Email: info@enzymeprocess.co
470 N. 56th St., Chandler AZ, 85226

• Designed for children
• Supports Immune Health
• Good Digestion
• Lactose Free

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Foundation has announced that the
Tempe Chamber of Commerce has been
selected to participate in its Career
Readiness Lab, receiving $95,000
to implement a work-based learning
program to better connect students
with learning opportunities.
TCC was one of five state and local
chambers selected across the country.
“The Tempe Chamber is honored
to have been chosen to receive this
valuable grant that will directly impact
our Career Ready Tempe workforce
program,” said Anne Gill, Tempe
Chamber president and CEO.

“We look forward to partnering
with the...foundation to implement this
innovative program to connect students
with experiential learning opportunities
to graduate ready for college and
career.”
For the program, the chamber will
strengthen its capacity to facilitate
Career Ready Tempe.
In collaboration with the city of
Tempe and the Tempe Union High
School District, CRT will connect lowincome, first generation high school
students with work-based learning
experiences.

Chandler site possible for 2,500 new jobs
An Allstate Insurance Co. site
near McClintock Drive and Chandler
Boulevard in West Chandler could be
joined by yet another Allstate campus
elsewhere in the city.
City officials say the proposal, if
approved, could bring 2,500 new jobs
to the area within the first five years of
its operation.
In addition to the McClintockChandler Blvd. location, Allstate has
operations in the Price Road Corridor
and near the 101-202 freeway loop.

The Chandler City Council was
due to vote on the proposal, which
would include the city paying Allstate
$1.5 million over an extended period,
provided that the company creates new
jobs paying up to $65,000 within the
designated first five years.
The reimbursement would cover
Allstate's costs of hiring, relocating and
training employees.
A revised incentive plan with lower
reimbursement would cover additional
job growth up to 4,000 employees.

Kiwanis Tennis Center
Reopening Celebration
Saturday, Jan. 12 | 9-10:30 a.m.
Kiwanis Tennis Center, 6111 S. All-America Way

· A Salad in a Capsule
· Adrenal Health
· Anxiety/Stress
· Blood Pressure
· Brain Health
· Cardiovascular Support
· Cholesterol
· Colon Cleanse
· Cosmetics
· Digestive Enzymes
· Energy
· Feminine
· Hair, Skin, & Nails Health

· Heart Health
· Immune Boosters
· Joints
· Men
· Menopause
· Omega 3
· pH Balance
· Probiotics
· Prostate
· Stomach Health
· Sleep Patterns
· Vitamins / Multivitamins
· Weight Loss

Kidney/Liver/Lung/Ovary/Pancreas/
Spleen/Thymus/Thyroid Health

Free Alkaplex
green with any
online order

Tennis drills for all ages (racquets provided)
Remarks from Mayor Mark Mitchell
Light refreshments and giveaways
Watch ASU and collegiate tennis matches on new courts
Championship-Level Court Features:

90 count

Enzyme Process offers over 300
products to support your health

www.enzymeprocess.co

• PlaySight video
technology to
record and livestream matches

• 15 post-tension
courts with
plexicushion
surface

• LED lighting

• Shade canopies

• New fencing
This event is free and open to the public.

www.tempe.gov/tennis

WRANGLER NEWS • DEC 15, 2018 - JAN 12, 2019 • PAGE 7

Find the new you.
What will you do when you lose the weight?
If you’ve felt trapped by your body, it might be time
to make a change. Our team of experts will support
you through every step from meeting with our
nutritionist and preoperative care team, through
surgery, and participating in our peer-based
support groups.
Learn how weight loss surgery can transform you
and your life, visit dignityazweightloss.org or
call 480.757.0292.
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Constable
From Page 3

Anthony J. Knowles
Attorney at Law

Former Arizona Police Officer

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Over 18 Years Experience
We handle all criminal and DUI cases

“Put a Former Arizona Police
Officer on YOUR side!”

Call Today

480-247-6366
www.knowleslaw.org

2852 S. Carriage Lane - Mesa, AZ 85202

moment of choking, I started floating up,
and then I continued floating up through
the ceiling,” Rini says. “Finally, I began
to experience something—it’s hard to
put into words—something like universal
consciousness. Within that, I actually met
God.”
Such an experience was life-changing,
says Rini, and ultimately caused him to
make major changes in his life goals.
“As a college student, I got into
acting, did radio and other shows for the
public media networks,” Rini remembers,
“and in general tried to incorporate
everything I could within the area of my
communications major.”
He received a B.A. in communications
from Florida International University,
went on to earn a communications M.A.
from Arizona State University, and often
worked as an actor, even landing a small
part in “Jerry Maguire.” But his brush
with death, Rini says, changed everything.
“There I was, engrossed in my
communications studies, and then the
accident,” Rini recounts. “With that
experience, I decided to come back to this
world and be of service.”
The rest of his life seemed to follow on
in good order.
“I knew it was time to focus my studies
in a higher vein, something that would
help foster spiritual growth,” says Rini,
and after receiving a doctor of divinity
degree from Scottsdale’s Logos Center, he
became an ordained minister. He’s quick
to add the work of a constable and the
role of a minister pose no great conflict
for him.
“I believe my spiritual beliefs will
shape my professional conduct more than
anything else,” Rini says, adding he hopes
to change the approach to his area of law
enforcement for the better.
“I’m not a redneck—I’m here to give
constables a new idea,” says Rini, “one
that’s pledged in its heart to truly protect
and serve. I going to see that everybody is
safe, and gets equal treatment.”
The new constable notes he will use
his long experience in security to help him
broaden the duties required of him by the
courts.
“I owned and operated a security and
alarm company for 18 years,” says Rini,
“and learned a whole host of things that
will help me be a better constable.”
With an awareness that the position of
constable carries more direct individual
citizen contact than any other law
enforcement position, Rini says he wants
his constituents to know his outreach to
them will be a major effort.
“Anybody who wants my personal
cell phone number will get it,” Rini says.
“I’m even publishing my number in all
my literature. And I’ll have a constable
car—I want people to see me.” He plans to
expand another area of community service
as well.
“Not only do I want people to be able

to phone in 24/7,” Rini says, “I also see
myself as an educator—and I plan to offer
safety seminars to the community as I
have done in the past.”
Rini worked for 12 years with
Maricopa County Sheriff Paul Penzone in
the county’s Silent Witness program, and
also offered safety courses for SEVRAR,
the SouthEast Valley Regional Association
of Realtors, where he is an affiliate
director. He adds his time working
with the sheriff’s office was especially
instructive.
“Sheriff Penzone started a new and
better policing philosophy of action,
reaching out to the community, and
initiating such things as shutting down
tent city,” Rini says, “and I want to move
in a similar direction in the work that
I do.” Rini also has plans for neglected
populations in the community.
“Yes, I want to serve the whole
community, and I will certainly do that,”
Rini promises, “but I will be especially
protective of children and the elderly. The
elder population in particular experiences
abuse that sometimes goes unnoticed—I
saw a lot of situations involving the elderly
while working with Paul (Penzone).”
But that’s the thing with Kent Rini:
just when you think you’ve got a grasp
on him as a committed law enforcement
official, he shows you another vista into
his motivations.
“Look. Everything is about higher
consciousness—I want to always be
drawing on that,” Rini reflects. “That’s
what my death experience, and my
involvement with Noetic Science, taught
me.” (In its modern practice, Noetic
Science is dedicated to the study of,
among other things, psychic phenomena,
parapsychology and the Higher Mind,
advanced in this country in the 1970’s by
former NASA Apollo 14 Astronaut Edgar
Dean “Ed” Mitchell.)
And Higher Mind is what Kent Rini is
all about.
“For me, it always has to come down
to this: Every day I go out into the world,
and I judge myself according to my
spirituality. I strive to do everything in a
spiritual way—and that’s the way I will
serve the people.”

The holiday season has arrived,
and we want you to be aware that
our Wrangler News offices will
be closed in observance starting
Thursday, Dec. 20 and reopening
at 9 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 2.
Our next edition will go to print
on Tuesday, Jan. 8, so please be
sure to be in touch the prior week
if you have articles, photos or new
ads that you'd like us to include in
that first issue of 2019.
Thanks, and Happy Holidays!
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Don Kirkland

Thanks for thinking
of me, but Santa
has already arrived

I

f you’ve had some sleepless nights lately
agonizing over what to give me for Christmas,
go back to bed and worry no more. I have all the
gifts I need.
Actually, this has been the case for the past
several years, and I should have mentioned it before
this year's season of gift-giving was upon us.
I’m sure there are lots of guys who realize they
don’t need any more socks, ties, auto-repair gadgets
or souvenir key fobs from Mt. Rushmore. In my
case, it’s not because I have all those things, or too
many of them.
It’s because my gifts have
been piling up in the form of
dedicated, deeply committed—
did I mention talented? —
young people who have joined
us in the last few years while
they work toward their college
degrees.
Researching what, if
anything, I had reported
previously about this ongoing
bit of good fortune (I have a
bad habit of writing some of the same stuff over
again), I came across a column from 2014 recalling
some of the college students I considered among
our most memorable.
That dig through old copies of Wrangler News
unearthed quite a few names, some of which
went back as far as the late 1980s when I took on
what was to be a temporary assignment editing
the monthly newspaper for a local homeowners
association.
While that particular job didn’t require much
of an in-house workforce, it wasn’t long before we
had started publishing eight other newspapers, and
the knocks on my office door began to come more
frequently.
Although I’m still not sure what aspiring writers
and photographers thought they might gain from
experience at such an outfit as mine, I began to
take seriously what I saw as an obligation to mentor
those young people who showed an unwavering
resolve to be top performers in their chosen careers.
Now, as we approach our 31st year, comes the
realization that many of those same young people,
and quite a list of others, have either achieved
success or are at its threshold.
If their accomplishments can be attributed even
partly to the time they spent with us, that’s perhaps
the happiest news I can imagine receiving during
this Christmas season.
A gift, you might call it, and the pile of them
seems to grow larger every year.

Tempe Elementary School District

Where Bright Futures Begin

growing begins here
lifelong learning
begins here

passion
begins here
academics
joy begins
begin here
here
excitement
begins here

fun begins
here

Your child’s future is meant to be bright. We offer free, full-day instruction from passionate
teachers delivering high quality curriculum with before- and afterschool care, too!
Begin your child’s love of learning in a Tempe Elementary kindergarten class.

friendships
begin here

Kindergarten Registration

excellence
begins here

for 2019-2020 Begins Thursday, January 17, 2019!
2019
5-6:30 p.m. at all elementary schools except Meyer Montessori and
Ward Traditional Academy, which begin at 9 a.m. on January 17.
www.tempeschools.org/kinder • (480) 730-7101
@tempeelementary • #relationshipsmatter

leadership
begins here
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Digital
From Page 5

offers a pre-school program with
“unplugged lessons”—those not
using a technology device—to
introduce pre-foundational
concepts of computer science to
the pre-school students through
games and vocabulary exercises.
Fallgatter says the
enthusiasm, support and
feedback from parents, students,
teachers, administrators and
the community have been
exceedingly positive.
“Students are highly engaged
in class and enjoy the content,
as well as honing a skill-set,
which is vital to a successful
future regardless of whether
they choose to pursue a career
in computer science or not,” he
said.
As a sign of the whole school
being enrolled in the computer
immersion concept, on Dec. 3
students voted on and named
a new school mascot, Chip
the Challenger, an homage to
computer chips and the failed
spacecraft that crashed in 1986,
just a year before Mariposa was
built.
To move the computer
immersion forward, Fallgatter
said he expects that teachers
will develop new teaching units
for the next school year. His
staff is also exploring additional
ways to partner with different
community members for
assistance.
“Intel is interested
in partnering with us to
find meaningful volunteer
opportunities for their
employees, who want to help
with student projects and
learning,” said Fallgatter.
“We are working to build
an educational pathway for our
students, so they can continue
their computer science studies
in Kyrene middle schools and
Tempe Union high schools,
along with other school districts
in the East Valley STEM
Alliance.”
Fallgatter says he applauds
the efforts of his staff and
teachers as the school adopted
the computer immersion
program in just a short time.
“I am very proud of the work
we’ve accomplished in just one
year and expect to create new
opportunities for our students to
flourish at Mariposa.”

Fifth-grade students at Mariposa
Computer Science Academy paired up
with preschoolers to share their digital
know-how to enhance learning for
little ones by introducing the wonder
of computers through games and
vocabulary exercises. With an emphasis
on computer science, students had the
opportunity to name the new school
mascot, Chip the Challenger.
— Wrangler News photos by Joyce Coronel

JoinJennifer5x5375ad.ai
12/7/2018
10:11:28 AM
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Bright idea: New venue for lights
By Michelle Hirsch
f you build it they will come…
to the world’s largest animated
holiday drive-thru light show,
right here in our little corner of the
world.
Illumination: Symphony of
Light has opened a second location
at Tempe Diablo Stadium, after a
successful debut season in north
Phoenix last year.
Inspired to create this colorful
array of festive moving lights
synchronized to favorite holiday
music, Yakir Urman and his partner
Simon Kreisberger said they wanted
to create a new, cutting-edge
experience for Arizona families and
friends to enjoy during the holiday
season.
Each 25-minute drive-through
journey takes guests on an
approximate mile-long music and
light display of nearly two million
RGB LEDs showcasing colorful
and animated holiday icons,
from sparkling snowmen to giant
snowflakes, towering trees and
twirling candy wheels, singing Santas,
twinkling menorahs and much more.
Exclusive to the Tempe location is

I

a 30-foot illuminated snowman, four
times as tall as Shaquille O’Neal, and
Santa’s Portal, a 500-foot LED tunnel
which holds the record of being
the largest tunnel of its kind in the
country.
Guests can video their own sing-along “car”aoke and share it on social
media, with $250 in prizes awarded
weekly.
With a desire to keep the attraction
affordable and open to all, the Tempe
location is open seven days a week
through Dec. 31, starting at 6 p.m.,
with weekly specials on Mondays and
Wednesdays for $20 per vehicle (plus
taxes and fees, excluding holidays).
“Twice Thru Tuesdays” gives guests
the opportunity to drive through the
experience twice for no extra charge.
Tickets, available online at
worldofillumination.com in
30-minute reserved time increments
for cars, trucks and SUVs, are priced
at $29 in advance (plus taxes and
fees), or $35 at the gate.
Reserving a drive-through time
in advance reduces wait time at the
entrance and saves on the cost of a

C

M

Y
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Councilmember Jennifer Adams is hosting a
quarterly conversation series! Join Jennifer
at her very first event.

MY

CY

CMY

Topics: streets, public safety, development
at Rural and Warner roads & whatever’s on your mind

K

Wednesday, Jan. 16, 6-7 p.m.
Tempe Public Market Café, 8749 S. Rural Road

Each Join Jennifer event will be
held in a different Tempe zip code.

www.tempe.gov/adams

— LIGHTS, Page 12

You’re VITED to
Future Freshman
High School Open House

I’M

A family of schools — A community of learning
Tempe • McClintock • Marcos de Niza • Corona del Sol
Mountain Pointe • Desert Vista • Compadre

www.TempeUnion.org

Meet our teachers | See our campus | Learn about our schools
All open houses begin at 6 p.m. and take place on campus.

McClintock

Corona del Sol

Mountain Pointe

Desert Vista

Tempe High

Jan. 14,
2019

Jan. 23,
2019

Jan. 24,
2019

Jan. 28,
2019

Jan. 29,
2019

*Marcos de Niza was Dec. 3, 2018
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— Photo courtesy Presley Hirsch

Lights
From Page 11

Expires 1/2/2019

ELIZABETH’S
SERENITY SALON
MASTER STYLIST, SPECIALIZING IN:
PRECISION AND A-LINE CUTS. BALAYAGE AND
OMBRE. COLOR, HIGHLIGHTS, LOW LIGHTS,
WIGS/HAIR PIECE SHAPING, WAXING, FACIALS,
MICRO-BLADING.
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT
AND BRING THIS AD FOR

50% OFF ALL SERVICES!

805.458.0617
PHENIX SALON SUITES

1761 E. Warner Rd. Suite 5 • Studio 113 • Tempe, AZ. 85284

ticket. Tickets are per car, not
per person, with hot cocoa, warm
apple cider and popcorn sold at
the entrance to help enhance the
experience.

This year the display’s planners
partnered with Tempe Diablos, so
when guests enter the coupon code
DIABLO at their online purchase,
15 percent of the ticket proceeds go
back to Diablo financial aid to local
teachers.
A portion of each ticket also
is donated to Banner Children’s
Hospitals.
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Because Every Emergency

Matters.

ER+
ArizonaER.com
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Christmas Eve

Candle Lighting Services
4 PM, 6 PM and 8 PM

In Our Modern
Worship Center

First Baptist Church of Tempe
4525 S. McClintock Dr.
Tempe, AZ 85282

fbc-tempe.org 480.838.0926
Food Receptions Before And After In Our ReceptionCenter
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At this celebratory time
of year, can we uplug our
devices for just a moment?
Commentary by Joyce Coronel
It’s that time of year when our hearts
turn toward home and we long to be with
loved ones, reliving happy memories of
days gone by and creating new traditions
and moments of joy.
In my own family, we’re counting
down the days until our son, a Marine,
returns from Quantico, Virginia, before
shipping out to Japan for the next three
years. Our Yuletide gathering will be
bittersweet as we cherish a few short days
together before he departs.
Johnny, who as a college student
wrote for Wrangler News, has been in
Virginia for the last six months for final
training. During that time we’ve
been able to call, email, text and
instant message him, but even
with Facetime, it’s not quite the
same as actually being together,
sharing a meal or just catching
up. And in this era of high-tech
everything, that’s something to
ponder.
I’ll be the first to admit my
semi-addiction to my smartphone,
Kindle, iPad and other electronic gizmos.
I read almost everything digitally and do
90 percent of my Christmas shopping
online. Yet I’m old enough to remember
when reporters had to submit hard
copies of articles and actual film to be
processed, when we had to stop and ask
for directions and neighbors really knew
each other.
Those days are pretty much gone.
We’ve become a society that lives a
largely digital existence.
Of course, there’s an upside.
Tasks that used to take hours are now
performed with a click. Need food?
You can order your groceries or a takeout meal. Letter to your homeowners
association? You can send an email and
they’ll have it within seconds. Want to
donate to charity? There’s a website for
countless worthy organizations.
For the most part, we do things
remotely. We don’t join clubs. We
don’t gather for meetings. We keep to
ourselves, staring at our screens.
The question is, what are the longterm effects on society of less and less
personal interaction?
I thought of this the other day while
trying on clothes at a local department
store (I like to order some items from
Amazon but sometimes it’s nice to just
wander the aisles and actually feel the
fabric of clothes you might want to buy,

isn’t it?)
Back in the dressing room with
various jeans, skirts and blouses slung
over my arms, I saw a grandmother
watching over a 2-or-so-year-old boy
strapped into a shopping cart. Mommy
was trying on dresses in her stall and
grandma had handed over her cell
phone to the teething toddler who sat
transfixed by a sing-a-long video—at least
momentarily. At one point, he began
to fuss and the mother was patiently
firing off instructions on which website
grandma should plug into next. I thought
to myself: This is different from when I
raised my kids. I can still see my mother
endeavoring to distract a fussy
toddler of my own, pushing
a stroller as Michael (now 30
and awaiting the birth of his
firstborn) cried and carried
on. Today’s hand-‘em-a-device
strategy is painless and I’m
sure I would have adopted
it. And it sure looks a lot less
stressful!
And yet, what happens
when we substitute more and more
“face time” with the digital? Yes, it’s
convenient. I’m all for it. But how do
we get people to leave the comfort of
their devices and look in each other’s
eyes? How do we get them to attend
meetings, talk to each other and interact?
This is a challenge for families, service
organizations, churches and businesses.
At this time when millions celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ, it’s a point
worth considering. Notice that the one
many of us claim as our savior showed
up in person. He spent his 33 years on
earth stepping into people’s lives and
having personal, one-on-one, face-to-face
encounters with people just like you and
me. He didn’t ignore, but rather reached
out to outcasts and pariahs, people others
despised. If you read the accounts of his
works, you’ll see that he made a point of
looking at and touching people. He loved
them and they knew it.
As we move toward Christmas, we
here at Wrangler are thankful for the
many people who take the time to visit
or call us, who get to know us and our
vision of building community here in
Tempe and West Chandler. We look back
over the last year and give thanks for the
countless interactions and interviews
with those who make this a wonderful
place to live and work. From our families
to yours, we hope you’ll have a very
merry Christmas and happy New Year.

Pen Pals — Joanne Jordan, Amy Garza, Vanny McCoy and Susan King, top,
write letters to students like Marland Williams of Hudson Elementary and Gianna
Thompson of Arredondo Elementary. The program has proved so popular it is
expanding.

Letter writing not a lost art,
thanks to this 90-year-old
Story & photos by Robyn Martinez
Letter writing may seem like a
lost art to some. But students in the
Tempe Elementary School District
are reviving it, thanks to the program
Pen Pals for Seniors, initiated last
year by Tempe Elementary Visual
Communication Specialist Amy Garza.
What started as a way of
communicating with Garza’s
grandmother over the years has
blossomed into a program that has
been steadily growing, recently having
motivated 110 Tempe Elementary
students and seniors at three different
care centers to exchange letters.
“My grandmother is in her 90s
and always loved writing letters and
getting mail,” said Garza. “We have
always written back and forth, but
now that she is older she can’t write
back.”
Garza’s inspiration came to her
one day while reading the paper.
“After seeing a news story about
a woman who started a pen pals

program, I immediately connected
with the idea and was inspired to carry
on my grandmother’s legacy through a
similar program for our students.”
In her time outside of work, Garza
set up a calendar system to organize
the 14-day pick-up and drop-off cycle.
Now, using the calendar alerts, one of
the participants gets a letter, writes
a response and returns it within two
weeks.
“I love the feeling I get when
I deliver the letters,” Garza said.
“Sometimes I take a peek at them,
and I have noticed that even though
there may be 70 or 80 years difference
between the pair of writers, they
have the same interests and things
they like—favorite colors, foods and
common activities.
“They are more alike than they are
different.”
Garza says she has been told that
the program is making a difference
for all involved parties. Some seniors
— PEN PALS, Page 18
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Let the season begin
. . . with LIGHTS
Unbeknownst to many, photographer Billy Hardiman has
an eye that is uniquely trained for holiday decorations
due to years of designing, finding parts for and building
his own family's spectacular display. One of our favorite
reports comes from his mom, who was surprised to
receive a call from Homeland Security agents one
year while Billy was still a teen, curious why electronic
circuitry was being shipped to their West Chandler
address on a regular basis. A simple explanation was all
that was needed: Hey, our son loves making the lights
dance to accompanying holiday music broadcast to the
car radios of passers-by on a special FM frequency. It
was more affordable, according to Billy, to order the
needed parts from China than to acquire them locally.
With that story in mind, our Wrangler News editor
dispatches Billy around this time every year, knowing
he'll not only undertake the assignment gladly but
at the same time enjoy comparing dozens of other
neighborhood homes with his own electronic wizardry.
To that, we say, OK, Billy: LIGHT UP!
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Pen Pals
From Page 15
are in memory care, and the staff caring for them is
noticing that it helps them to write letters and remember
information.
“Many of our seniors don’t get much interaction with
children, and many are lonely. To know they are receiving
a letter from their pen pal really gives them something to
look forward to,” said Jennie Mason, activity director at
Friendship Village of Tempe.
Through letter writing, students are working on
improving their handwriting, along with their verbal skills

and how they speak to others. In addition to working on
their writing ability, students are also learning empathy
because they really show
care and interest in the pen
pal’s comments, likes and
dislikes. And, at the same
time, learning that forming
relationships can take place in
the most unexpected ways.
Here is what some
students in Nicole Roberts’
first-grade class at Arredondo
Elementary shared about the program:
“I like that we get mail and they write to us.” – Taydem
“They are always happy and nice, and like what we tell
them.” – Gianna

CONSIDER COMPADRE...
BECAUSE EVERY STUDENT CAN SUCCEED!

compadre academy offers:

I’M

•
•
•
•

Small class sizes
Individual academic support
Technology in every classroom
One-on-one mentoring

schedule a visit today!
TempeUnion.org/ConsiderCompadre
(480) 752-3860

“They ask us cool questions, and tell us cool things
about their life.” – Brandon
One senior participating in the program, Joanne
Jordan, smiled when she said that her pen pal asked her
to write a letter in her own hand instead of typing it on the
computer, “so she could see her beautiful handwriting.”
Jordan told her daughter in Seattle, who is a teacher,
about the program, and the daughter is now considering
implementing the program with her own students.
In this technological world of emails, texting and social
media, Garza hoped the Pen Pals for Seniors program
would be a simple way to keep the dying art of traditional
letter writing alive.
There is something exciting about receiving a letter in
the mail, and she wanted the pen pals to experience that
feeling of eager anticipation.
“I enjoy hearing from my pen pal. It’s so fun hearing
the things they say,” said senior Pen Pal Vanny McCoy.
“When you are as old as I am, they bring me back to times
when I was that young…and I recently discovered that we
both love fried chicken!”
Garza was not expecting the program to grow as it has
but is thankful for the impact it has been having. Her goal
at the end of the school year is for the pen pals to meet in
person to see each other face to face.
The pen pals at Arredondo are already planning to
invite their pen pal seniors to the school’s Valentines
season friendship musical performance.
“You can make a difference…just by taking a few
minutes out of your day to simply talk to someone,” said
Garza. “Something you may not think is a big deal could be
a big deal for someone else.
“Everyone needs a friend and someone to talk to, tell
stories and to share life with. Be that (friend) for someone,
and you may find an amazing relationship you weren’t
expecting.”
Information: amy.garza@tempeschools.org.

Next
session
starts
January 7th
Register
today!
617 S. McClintock Drive, Suite 3
Tempe, AZ 85281
480.317.3000 www.w2wdance.com
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Sports
with Alex Zener

CONFIDENCE WORKS
WINNING GAMES EARLY
A KEY TO CHAMPIONSHIP

C

orona’s boys basketball team started the
season by winning the Fear the Hops
Invitational at Mesa High School held
Nov. 19-24.
Corona defeated Boulder Creek, Saguaro and
Campo Verde in the semifinals, earning the right to
play against the tournament host, Mesa High School,
in the championship game on Nov. 24.
The Aztecs defeated the Jackrabbits 59-51 to win
the championship trophy.
“It always helps with the players' confidence
heading into the regular season if you win the first
tournament,” said coach Neil MacDonald. “The
main benefit of winning games at a tournament early
in the season is just getting some games under our
belt with a new group of players.”

Bottom Row: De Marco Smith, Mitch Laukonen, Jajuan Godley-Long, Max Faeth, Elijah McDaniel, Max Premeau, manager;
Middle Row: Aric Urban, Eric Blackwell, Derek Zarate, Sha-Vere Yarde, Roberto Yellowman; Top Row: Assistant Coach
Alec Urban, Anthony Irvin, Finn Boyle, Jaron Reval, Keb Summers, Head Coach Neil MacDonald.
— Photo courtesy Herb Stokes

— SPORTS, Page 20

INSULATED GARAGE DOOR

$875.00 INSTALLED

- 16’ X 7’, Clopay T52 Series
- Includes removal and disposal

CONTROL YOUR
GARAGE DOOR OPENER
WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE!
LIFTMASTER 8355W

GARAGE OPENER WITH WIFI

$410.00 INSTALLED

- Liftmaster 8355W w/ 2 remotes
and keyless entry

QUIET DOOR SPECIAL!

$129.00 FOR NEW ROLLERS + INSTALL

- Get top-quality nylon rollers
installed for a quieter door

PROUDLY SERVICING S. TEMPE AND W. CHANDLER COMMUNITIES
Openers are 7’ Rail Only. $38 for 8’. Tax Not Included. Limited-Time Only.

CALL 480.448.0761

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT: 280 N Roosevelt Ave., Ste 5, Chandler, AZ 85226

KAISERGARAGE.COM

ROC# 116382 B & #119480 B-2
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Corona has six returning players out of the 15 on
the roster, but only two were starters last season.
“Junior guard Eric Blackwell and 6-foot6 senior center Jaron Reval are our only two
returning starters,” said MacDonald.
“As a two-year varsity player, Eric was our
co-leading scorer last season,” he noted.
“This year Eric, as a co-captain, will be counted
on even more for leadership. He will also assume
some of the point guard duties, which gives him even
more responsibility. We have full confidence that
he can handle it.”
Blackwell was named the Fear the Hop
Invitational MVP for his impact on helping the
Aztecs win all four games.
He was credited with scoring 23 of Corona’s 67
points, including four three-pointers, against Campo
Verde in the semifinals.
The three-point baskets were falling for the Aztecs
against Campo Verde. They ended the game with
nine treys.
Three other returning players that MacDonald
is expecting to have an impact are Anthony Irvin,
Sha-vere Yarde and Keb Summers.
“Anthony is one of our top shooters, but he is also
an excellent all-around player,” said MacDonald.
“He is one of our best defenders and is quickly
developing into the type of player that you don’t want
to take out of the game.”

Irvin, Corona’s 6-foot-2 junior guard, was
credited with 11 points in the semifinals of the Fear
the Hop Invitational.
“Sha-Vere is one of our strongest players,” said
MacDonald. “He will be counted on for major
contributions this year. Sha-Vere can score, is a
tough defender, and really rebounds his position.”
Yarde, a 6-foot-3 senior guard, scored 11 points in
the semifinals of Fear the Hop.
“Keb, a 6-foot-4 senior forward, is one of our
returning players,” said MacDonald. “He is doing
a good job contributing both in scoring and on the
board this season.”
Other players contributing to Corona’s success
on and off the court include four seniors: guard
Mitch Laukonen, forward Derek Zarate, power
forward Jajuan Godley-Long and center Finn
Boyle; three juniors: guards Demarco Smith and
Aric Urban and power forward Max Faeth; two
sophomores: point guard Roberto Yellowman and
small forward Elijah McDaniel.
Corona is ranked No. 7 in Division 6A by The
Republic with a 6-3 record after their recent 66-77
loss to Eleanor Roosevelt, a school out of Maryland,
at the annual Hoophall West basketball showcase at
Chaparral High School on Dec. 8.
Corona was scheduled to play at Mountain View
in a non-conference game on Dec. 11 and then a
home game on Dec. 15 against Cibola, out of Yuma.

Call

Wishing
you
Love
this
Holiday

Kris Cartwright
For All Of Your
Real Estate Needs.

602.620.7480
106 S. Kyrene Rd.
Suite 2
Chandler, AZ 85226

The Aztecs will not play again until Dec. 26-29, when
they play in the Visit Mesa Challenge hosted by
Mountain View.

Marcos de Niza basketball
The Padres, with a 4-6 record, have only four
seniors on their roster but it appears that’s all they
need when the four seniors are complemented by
eight juniors, many with varsity experience.
Three seniors and two juniors lead the team in
scoring while one senior and two juniors are the
leading rebounders.
Senior JJ Hill has played in only eight of the
possible 10 games but leads the team with an average
of 11.3 points per game and 8.5 rebounds per game,
while fellow senior Torren Union has played in 10
games and scored an average of 10.2 points a game
along with an average of 3.5 assists a game.
Junior Russ Lingruen is next with 9.1 points
per game, followed by his brother, junior Tommy
Lingruen, with 8.3 points a game. Both brothers
grab over five rebounds a game to be the second and
third leading rebounders on the team behind Hill.
Senior Ty Frazier averages 8.1 points a game
and over three rebounds, while fellow senior Cole
Fiscus averages close to one point a game with a
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shooting average of 75 percent.
Marcos is coming off a two-game winning streak,
including easily defeating Apache Junction 52-38 on
Dec. 6. It was a tighter game at Greenway on Dec. 7
when they came away with a close 41-37 win.
Russ Lingruen led the way against Apache
Junction scoring 15 points and hitting 80 percent of
his shots. He also had four rebounds, one assist and
three steals.
Hill led the team in rebounds with 11, plus he had
three blocks.
In the Padres' 41-37 win over Greenway, Russ
Lingruen scored 12 of the 41 points for the Padres to
lead all players. He also had 12 rebounds.
Union was close with 11 points, eight of them
clutch free-throws late in the game. Frazier had nine
points. Tommy Lingruen had two blocks.
Team members who contribute to the Padres
success on and off the court are juniors Jaden
Davis, Matt Canada, Jaden Upshaw, Camrion
Bryant, Ethan Arroyo and Asael Worden.
The Padres were scheduled to play Mesquite on
Dec. 10 but no score had been reported by press
time. Up next, Marcos was scheduled to play at home
against Combs on Dec. 11 and away at Glendale on
Dec. 14.
Starting on Dec. 26, they are scheduled to play in

the 2019 Holiday Shoot-Out hosted by McClintock.
In the first round, starting at 10 a.m., the Padres are
currently scheduled to play Cesar Chavez.
After the holiday break, Marcos will enter region
play.
Their first game is scheduled for Jan. 8 at
Arcadia, followed by a home game against Poston
Butte on Jan. 10.

McClintock basketball
McClintock’s boys squad has a senior-laden team
with nine seniors and only four juniors, and one
sophomore.
Three players lead the team in scoring, including
one senior who has been instrumental in giving the
Chargers an 8-2 record early in the 2018-19 season.
Senior Josh Baker, after only 10 games, has
scored 233 points out of the team’s 739 points. His
field goal percentage is 58 percent on two-point
shots, plus he has hit 33 of 56 of his attempted threepoint shots making his three-point percentage an
incredible 59 percent.
Baker is also the second leading rebounder
on the team with 51 total rebounds. Add to those
statistics 44 assists, 30 steals and three blocks.

Senior Mekhi Rodgers, with 58, is the only
player with more rebounds than Baker.
Senior Donavan Williams has 49 rebounds.
Senior Jalen Calvert has 39 rebounds playing in
only six games, while senior Rook Wood has 38
rebounds.
Junior Armani Williams is the second leading
scorer with a total of 180 points over 10 games, while
Donavan Williams has put up 100 points over 10
games.
Calvert, at the center position, is a blocking
machine with 35 of the team's 49 total blocks in only
six games.
Senior Jordan Martin has played in all 10
games, scoring 69 points with 11 three-pointers.
Other members of the team who have contributed
to McClintock’s overall success on and off the court
are seniors Bryan Hernandez, William Roberts
and Craig Gittens, juniors Isaac McCann,
Chance Garland and Aiden Penry, and
sophomore Darius Ward.
McClintock was scheduled to play three home
games before the winter break: Dec. 11 against Desert
Mountain, Dec. 13 against Notre Dame Prep and
Dec. 17 against Paradise Valley. After the break they
play two away games: At North Canyon on Jan. 8
and at Cactus Shadows on Jan. 11.

THE DOCTOR IS IN

Your
Choice

99.99

Outdoor Patio
Heater

Steel with bronze finish.
40000-BTU heat output.
T 143 739 1

Four Seasons©

28 inch
Steel Fire Pit

Push and turn ignition.
Includes steel lid.
Uses 20 lb. propane tank,
not included.
T 242 540 1

McKay’s True Value

480.686.8064

truevalue.com/mckays

4939 W. Ray Road
(Ray & Rural) in Chandler

Dr. Andrew Wellman has been
practicing Orthopaedic Surgery
in the Southeast Valley for the
last 34 years. He has recently
relocated to the Chandler area
after six years at the prestigious
Hedley Orthopaedic Institute
of Orthopaedic Surgery in
Mesa, AZ. As a military-trained
surgeon, he was trained in and
continues to practice classic
orthopaedic surgery with
emphasis on hip and knee
reconstruction, fractures, sports
medicine and occupational
injuries.

Call Today and Get Well Soon.

ANDREW S. WELLMAN
M.D. , P.L.L.C.

AndrewWellmanMD.com • 480.899.2101
2905 W. Warner Road, Suite 19
Chandler, AZ 85224
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Subscribe to our eEdition! One email, once a week. Text ‘Wrangler ’
to 66866. Or visit our website at wranglernews.com. Giddyup!
Tempe among celebrants
of Valley Metro anniversary
Valley leaders past, present and future
observed Valley Metro Rail’s 10-year
anniversary by announcing free rides on
Dec. 27 that will take the public to Talking
Stick Resort for yet another celebration.
Tempe Mayor Mark Mitchell was on hand

for the observance.
Valley Metro CEO Scott Smith hosted
rail-city mayors who were in office during
the transformation that has occurred in
their cities over the past decade.
“Since light rail opened,” said Phoenix
Mayor and Valley Metro Rail Board Chair
Thelda Williams, “we’ve transformed from
a quiet downtown into a bustling hot spot
for innovation, education and business.”

New to Medicare?
Questioning
your current plan?
Living with a
chronic condition?
Retiring soon?

Get Answers Today!

480.201.3527

Roberta Robenstine
TRB Insurance Service

robertarobenstine@gmail.com

A Lagree Fitness Studio

Dementia series
Caregivers who
are finding ways to
improve the quality
of life for themselves
and their loved
ones will share their
success stories, large
and small, and offer
suggestions, humor
and hope to others
going through this
journey at sessions
held regularly at
Tempe Public Library.
Dementia Friendly
Tempe presents a
monthly series of free
educational lectures
to raise community
awareness of memory
loss conditions and
help families access
available resources.
Information:
tempe.gov/DFT.

Give the gift of

dance
this holiday season
Fall Classes Now Forming / Ages 3-Adult

STRENGTH, FLEXIBILITY, BALANCE, and CARDIO!

480.940.7587 • MegaFitAz.com
940 N. 54th Street - Chandler
Southeast Corner of Ray & I-10

2 FREE TRIAL LESSONS
Plus no registration fee / $70 Value
Please mention coupon when scheduling.
Expires 1/31/19

MBBC Dance
marilynbosticsdance.com

480.897.2593

pe

that will show amazing results in your

Te
m

HIGH Intensity, LOW Impact, FULL Body Workout

Enjoy small classes with
individual attention in a family atmosphere.

In

ONE WEEK FREE

Ballet • Jazz • Lyrical • Tap
Hip Hop • Contemporary
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Diversions

Discerning Diner: Sweetest Season

Dual passions, singular success lend caché to new eatery

TV veteran ‘lets it rip’
in Tempe Arts Center’s
take on ‘Christmas Carol’
By M.V. Moorhead
Curious to think that Charles Shaughnessy,
the romantic lead on the long-running sitcom The
Nanny, has reached the age where he can plausibly
play Ebenezer Scrooge.
But not only does Shaughnessy, also a multi-year
veteran of the daytime drama Days of Our Lives, play
the iconic Dickens
miser in the current
Scottsdale Musical
Theatre Company
production of A
Christmas Carol: The
Musical at Tempe
Center for the Arts —
he lets it rip.
He gives a
straightforward,
traditional and
highly satisfying
interpretation to
the role. Hunched
over and sneering,
he looks like a
Cruikshank drawing
come to life, and
he keeps up a
constant disconsolate
muttering and
grumbling; he talks
to himself in the
distinctive manner of
an unhappy person
who spends most of
his time in his own company. But he also displays a
rich, expressive singing voice.
This version of the story features music by Alan
Menken of Little Shop of Horrors and The Little
Mermaid, and lyrics by Lynne Ahrens of many
Broadway shows as well as TV’s Schoolhouse Rock!
It opened in 1994 at Madison Square Garden and
played there annually at Christmastime for many
years, with a variety of famous actors cycling through
the role of Scrooge.
It’s not my favorite adaptation of the tale. The
story is extremely compressed—it clocks in at under
two hours, without an intermission—and being
almost (though not quite) “sung-through,” it loses a
lot of the story’s best dialogue and familiar situations,
or shuffles them around in ways that cause them to
lose their impact.
The SMTC production is energetic, however, and
while the voices are inevitably variable, the vigor and
commitment of the performers is infectious. Hector
Coris stands out amusingly as a rather Rip Taylorlike Ghost of Christmas Present, and Matt Newhard
is in fine voice as Bob Cratchit, as is Alexus Poulette

By M.V. Moorhead

they dress up. No basketball shorts, no tennis shoes.”
This didn’t always go over well with a bunch of
athletes, but, notes Elkin, “it was free, so they usually
complied.” After finishing at ASU, she was drafted by
the (now-defunct) Portland Fire WNBA team, but left
after draft camp.
“Basketball is not necessarily my passion,” Elkin
explains. “I was good at it, but it wasn’t my passion.”
Cooking, on the other hand, was, but it would
be a while before she came face to face with the
entrepreneurial side of what was to be her life plan.
“I had many career paths,” she recalls. “I started
off in sales for Xerox. I was a high school teacher and

F

or many people, this time of year is the
sweetest season of them all. It’s certainly the
time during which many of us eat the most
sweets. But at McClintock and Guadalupe in Tempe,
Sweetest Season refers not to the holidays but to a
new restaurant and bakery where things beckon with
mouth-watering compulsion all year round.
As with the other Sweetest Season, founded
in 2016 on Apache Boulevard, the new location
specializes in yummy home-baked goodies, ranging
from muffins to cookies to salted caramel cinnamon
rolls to raspberry pop tarts to classic-style Belgian
waffles to Cardamom French toast—“the lovely,
snobbier twin of the traditional recipe,” according to
the menu.
But the new Sweetest Season’s from-scratch
kitchen can also go to the savory end of the taste
spectrum, with homemade breakfast and lunch treats
like “Season’s Benedict,” a sensational approach
to eggs benny, or the “Gangsta Grilled Cheese,”
featuring a “super secret sauce.”
According to “completely self-taught” chef Melody
Elkin, the inspiration for all this is fairly simple:
“I’ve explored all types of food, and my motivation
for what kind of food I want to make is what kind of
food I want to eat. But then I put my own take on it.”
Although the Colorado Springs, Colo., native had
dreamed of being a chef following a long history of
watching the Food Network, she landed here in the
Valley for entirely non-culinary reasons.
“I came here to Tempe because I played basketball
at ASU, under Charli Turner Thorne,” she says. “I
would invite my teammates over and require that
as his better half. The costumes are handsome, but
the physical production is spare, with scene changes
achieved through rear-projection and some lessthan-atmospheric set fragments.
All the same, director David Hook and
choreographer Hillary Conrad manage a couple of
effective flourishes; chains that descend menacingly
from the heavens while Marley (Patrick Lose) sings
his big number, and the ensemble of sinister spirits
in colorful, fluorescent masks that dance to almost
cyberpunk effect during that same song.
Most visually striking, perhaps, is the towering
female Ghost of Christmas Future (Kendall Luther);
in a black dress with long, spidery, clawed arms,
she might have wandered out of Edward Gorey’s
subconscious.

coach in L.A. Most recently, I was with the Tempe
Chamber of Commerce.”
Somewhere in there Elkin started selling baked
goods at Tempe’s Clark Park Farmers Market, and
before long she was represented at several other such
venues. This led to the founding, two years ago, of
the first Sweetest Season.
Essential to the success of these enterprises is
her husband, Todd Elkin. “He has about 20 years of
restaurant management experience,” she explains.
Perhaps because of his culinary know-how, he
recognized her talent near the beginning of their
relationship. “We’re foodie people,” says Melody, “so
when we were first dating he challenged me to a little
cooking competition.
"He said, ‘you go first.’ I made him gorgonzolaencrusted lamb lollipops. When he tasted them, he
threw in the towel.”

Sweetest Season Artisan Eatery is at 1835 E.
Guadalupe Road, next to Fry's, in Tempe. Go to
sweetestseaon.com or call 480-867-1564 for details.

Despite some limitations, the SMTC production
of A Christmas Carol: The Musical is an enjoyable
way to get into the holiday spirit. A practical note,
however: Leave home early to allow yourself plenty of
time to drop off your party and find a place to park.
Free parking is located northwest of the Rio Salado
Parkway and Hardy Drive. Shuttles are available.
Information: tempecenterforthearts.com.
A Christmas Carol: The Musical runs
through Sunday, December 23 at Tempe Center
for the Arts. Tickets range from $42-$58 for
adults; $25 for children 10 and younger. Go to
tempecenterforthearts.com or call 480-350-2822
for tickets and other information.
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Your Business Advantage
We serve as the voice of business, a catalyst for economic
growth, and a champion for a strong community.

2019 Leadership Speakers Series: Growth Through Collaboration
Presented by The Tempe Chamber of Commerce Women in Business Council

Registration is open! Sponsorships are available!

Park Howell
Friday January 25th

Dr. Tyrone Holmes, Ed.D
Friday January 18th
When:
Registration 8:00am – 8:30am
Program 8:30am – 9:30am

Deborah Ostreicher
Friday February 8th

Kathleen Duffy Ybarra
Friday February 1st

Where:
marinalink by State Farm
510 E. Rio Salado Parkway, Tempe

Pricing:
Members $25 /General Admission $35
Discounted Series Passes Available!

Thank you to our 2019 Host

2019 Gold Sponsor

Expo Spaces and Sponsorships are available!

The Tempe Chamber Military Affairs Committee Presents

STARS AND STRIKES
BOWLING FUNDRAISER

50/50
Raffle!

TUESDAY MARCH 26, 2019 - THE FALLS EVENT CENTER
EXPO & CONFERENCE 1-4 pm - VIP RECEPTION 5-7 pm

BOWLING
PRIZE!

Wednesday January 30th 2019
Main Event Tempe - 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm
$30 per person includes Bowling, Shoes, Pizza & Soda!
Exciting Lane Sponsorships for a team of six
include Shoes, food and drink packages!

Visit www.tempechamber.org or call 480-967-7891 to register for our upcoming events.
/tempecc

@tempechamber

/tempechamber

/tempechamber

Tempe Chamber
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How your tax credit
helps our local schools
With the end of 2018 looming, school tax credit
organizations are scrambling to remind Arizona
taxpayers that there’s still time to have an impact on
students’ lives, even if not a parent or grandparent.
Contributions do not require having a student
currently enrolled to participate in the Arizona Tax
Credit Program (A.R.S. 43-1089.01).
The program allows any Arizona taxpayer to
donate up to $400 if filing jointly or $200 for filing
singly to a school in support of extracurricular
programs and get the entire donation back in the
form of a state tax credit.
Schools in the Kyrene, Tempe and Tempe Union
High School districts make it known that they rely
on these donations to help fund extracurricular
activities.
Through the years, Corona del Sol High School,
for example, has used the money to support
extracurricular programs such as the national finals
of the We the People competition, athletic programs,
robotics, drama and fine arts programs, and others.
In the case of Corona del Sol, donations can be
brought to the Corona bookstore. Contributions to
any Tempe Union high school can be made online at
tempeunion.org/Page/152.
To donate to a Kyrene school visit kyrene.
org/taxcredit. For Tempe Elementary, go to
tempeschools. org/our-district/information-history/
tax-credit-information/make-a-tax-credit-donation.

State of
Insurance.
Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com

1101258.1

I deliver both.
Take the guesswork out of
your insurance. Whether it’s
your car, home, life, or more,
I can help you feel good about
your coverage, as well as the
price you’re paying.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

Our next issue is Saturday, Jan. 12
For advertising space reservations please let us know by 3 p.m. Friday, Jan. 4.
For story or photo ideas, call 480-966-087 or email editor@wranglernews.com
by 5 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 3. You're also welcome to drop by our office in Warner Century Plaza
at 2145 E. Warner Road, just across the street from GoDaddy, any time 9-5 M-F.
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NEWS+Events

chandleraz.gov/news–center
‘Awkward Family Photos’ exhibit at new Chandler Museum through Jan. 19

T

he ﬁrst national traveling exhibition at
the newly opened Chandler Museum is
“Awkward Family Photos,”
a funny and memorable
display of more than
200 photos of families
immortalized in awkward
moments and presented in
funky and vintage frames.
“Awkward Family Photos”
will be on display through
Saturday, Jan. 19. A free
public reception for the exhibit will be held from
6-8 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 17.
Another current exhibition is “Gaman:
Enduring Japanese American Internment at
Gila River,” which explores the experiences of

more than 16,000 Japanese Americans who were
forcibly removed from their west coast homes at
the beginning of World War II and placed in the
Gila River Internment Camp, located south of
Chandler. This all new presentation is an expansion
of the museum’s previous work on internment and
features objects from the camp provided by museum
collections across the nation. This exhibition will
run through April 19, 2020.
The new Chandler Museum is located southwest
of Chandler Fashion Center at 300 S. Chandler
Village Drive. Regular hours of operation are
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and Sunday, 1-5 p.m. Admission is free. More
information is online at chandleraz.gov/museum, or
call 782-2717.

Christmas Tree Disposal and
Recycling Options

• Drop-off boxes are available at multiple locations
from Dec. 26, through Jan. 11, 2019. Visit
chandleraz.gov/recycle or call 782-3510 for
locations.
• Trees also will be collected separately at the curb
on your recycling collection day, from Dec. 26,
to Jan. 11, 2019. You do not have to schedule
this collection, but trees must be at the edge of
your driveway (no more than four feet onto your
property) by 6 a.m. on your recycling day. Do not
place the tree in the recycling bin, on the sidewalk
or street.
• Live potted Christmas trees can be donated for
replanting at City parks by dropping them off at
the City’s Community Center or schedule a pick
up by calling 782-2752.

Let the City of Chandler
recycle your Christmas tree after
the holidays. Christmas trees
that are collected are chipped
and reused in park landscaping
projects. For safety, please
remove tree stands, nails, lights,
ornaments and garland before
recycling, and do not place trees
in bags.
Chandler offers several methods for tree
recycling.

EVENTS
DECEMBER
15
15
18
19
20
21
22
25

Pictures with Santa at Santa’s House, Downtown
Chandler, 782-2735
Downtown Chandler Farmers Market, Dr. A.J.
Chandler Park, 855-3539
Holiday Craft & Cookie Decorating, Community
Center, 782-2727
Family Night at the TRC – Winter Wonderland,
Tumbleweed Recreation Center, 782-2900
Sonoran Sunset Series featuring Holiday Songs by
The Real Thing Band, Veterans Oasis Park,
782-2890
Drumline Live Holiday Spectacular, Chandler
Center for the Arts, 782-2680
Downtown Chandler Farmers Market, Dr. A.J.
Chandler Park, 855-3539
Christmas Holiday, City offices closed

26-31 Zoppé, an Italian Family Circus, Chandler Center
for the Arts, 782-2680
29
Downtown Chandler Farmers Market, Dr. A.J.
Chandler Park, 855-3539

JANUARY
1
2-6
5
7
10
10
12
13

New Year’s Holiday, City offices closed
Zoppé, an Italian Family Circus, Chandler Center
for the Arts, 782-2680
Downtown Chandler Farmers Market, Dr. A.J.
Chandler Park, 855-3539
City Council Study Session, Council Chambers,
782-2180
Klezmer Film Screening and Concert, Center for
the Arts, 897-0588
City Council Meeting, Council Chambers, 782-2180
Downtown Chandler Farmers Market, Dr. A.J.
Chandler Park, 855-3539
Klezmer Musical Fest, East Valley Jewish
Community Center, 897-0588

Trash and Recycling Collection Days
Shift for Two Week Holiday Period
There will be no trash or
recycling collection on Tuesday,
Dec. 25 or Jan. 1. Every
household must place their can
at the curb by 6 a.m. on the
day following their regular
collection day from Dec.
25 to Jan. 5, 2019. If your
regular collection day is
Tuesday, place your container at the curb by 6 a.m.
Wednesday. Residents with Wednesday collection
switch to Thursday, Thursday to Friday and Friday
to Saturday. Collection can occur anytime from 6
a.m. to 5 p.m.
City ofﬁces will be closed:
• Tuesday, Dec. 25, for the Christmas holiday.
• Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019, for the New Year’s Day
holiday.

Resident feedback affects future
budget priorities
The City of Chandler wants feedback from
residents about issues affecting the community,
including transportation, public safety, leisure
and culture, utilities, customer services and more.
Residents may complete the online Citizen Budget
Survey at chandleraz.gov/budget through the end
of December. Paper copies, in either English or
Spanish, also may be picked up at various City
facilities, or downloaded from the website. For more
information, call 782-2252.
17-21 Chandler International Film Festival, Downtown
Chandler, 455-5214
17
Sonoran Sunset Concert Series featuring Rockin’
Memories, Veterans Oasis Park, 782-2890
18
Pink Martini, Chandler Center for the Arts,
782-2680
19
Downtown Chandler Farmers Market, Dr. A.J.
Chandler Park, 855-3539
19
Chandler Multicultural Festival, Downtown Stage
Plaza, 782-2735
20
One: Candlelight Vigil for Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Downtown Stage, 782-2214
21
Martin Luther King, Jr./Civil Rights Day, City
offices closed
24
FitDC, Downtown Stage Plaza, 782-2669
31
FitDC, Downtown Stage Plaza, 782-2669
For event details, visit chandleraz.gov or call the
Chandler Special Events Hotline at 782-2735.

Mayor Jay Tibshraeny & City Council

@cityofchandler

cityofchandleraz

cityofchandler

cityofchandler
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Business Education & Advocacy

The Chandler Chamber of Commerce offers many opportunities to sharpen your skills and
advocate for your interests. Register for these events at www.ChandlerChamber.com/calendar

Meet the Elected Officials
Legislative Breakfast
Friday, January 4, 2019

7:30 am to 9:30 am

Avion Center
1733 E Northrop Blvd.
Chandler, AZ 85286

Women in Leadership Luncheon
Success to Significance Panel

Tuesday, December 18, 2018
Noon to 1:30 pm

SoHo63
63 E Boston St.
Chandler, AZ 85225

WIL takes a look at four C-level women executives who have made it to
the top. We take a deep dive into the secrets to their success. Discover
how each of these women have become not only successful, but
significant. Meet Cina Sunderhaus, Chandler Fire Marshal, Kerry
Hayden, Lobbyist, Bethanny Crouse, Executive Health & Wellness
Trainer and Terri Kimble, Chandler Chamber President/CEO.
Register @ ChandlerChamber.com/calendar

Guests will have the opportunity to meet the 2019 Arizona State
Legislators, Federal, Local, and School Governing Board
Officials, as well as hear an update from the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce. The Chamber will unveil the new 2019 How We
Stand legislative document, which depicts legislative agendas
and priorities for the coming year.

Register @ ChandlerChamber.com/calendar

Apply for Chandler Chamber
Community Foundation
Leadership Institute

SAVE THE DATE
E
Economic Update Luncheon

Backstage Pass to all that is Chandler
Program starts January 18, 2019

Wednesday, January 30, 2019

This two year program educates attendees who are up-and-coming
leaders or individuals already serving in leadership roles in the local
community, become aware of everything Chandler has to offer, all
while learning valuable leadership skills. Go behind the scenes with
Fire and Police, Chandler Unified School District, local and federal
government, healthcare, tourism and more. If you are interested
please call 480-963-4571 or visit http://bit.ly/2UAhk07 to download an
application.

11:30 am to 1 pm

Mark your calendars so you don’t miss the first Economic
Update Luncheon of the year designed to bring local and
regional economic information to the business leaders of the
Chandler community. Get an update on what is happening
in Chandler as there are many new and continuing projects
developing.

Register @ ChandlerChamber.com/calendar
25 S Arizona Place, #201, Chandler, Arizona 85225

www.ChandlerChamber.com 480-963-4571
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Guide to Neighborhood Services

Neighborhood Services
By neighborhood businesses you know
By signing this proof I
acknowledge acceptance
of the ads as presented and
agree to pay the amount
shown below. The cost of this
ad for six issues will be:

JM LANDSCAPING PROS

Dave’s Handyman
Service

Complete Landscaping Services

Commercial & Residential
Landscaping Construction
& Renovations.
Concrete Work,
Pavers & Mansonry.
Complete Tree Work Services

602.577.8295
ROC 322092

602-295-3991

“Ask us if we can do it.”

PRINTING SERVICES
Business Cards
Brochures
Postcards - Labels
Flyers - Banners
Websites and more!
Free Delivery

602-301-4384
This space is

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Signature ______________
REMODELING / ADDITIONS
Date __________________

Wrangler News

Please fax to (480)

222-0681

OUR PHONE NUMBER IS:
(480) 966-0837

Free Estimates

Visit us online at
www.englishbuilding.net

Sound Advice

Call for a FREE estimate
Owner, Paul English

Vic’s Painting
Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair

480-694-1158

*Weekly Service *Equipment Repair/
Replacement *GREEN Pool Clean-Ups
Call today for free water quality assessment
10% off all drains

No worries, just jump in!
Insured Certified Pool Operator

CLEAR THE CLUTTER
& remove the stress with

Four Peaks

Junk Removal
Christmas Tree Recycling
Dec. 26 - Jan. 5, $10 each

Fourpeaksjunk.com
Fourpeaksjunk.com
480.370.0393
480.370.0390

D

General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring
Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More

Lic #169409ROC

FREE INSTALLATION *SOME EXCEPTIONS

REDUCE GLARE,
PROTECT FROM
FADING & CRACKING
FACTORY
OUTLET STORE
615 W Knox Rd. Tempe ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5
DA S H D E S I G N S .C O M

OK as is _____
OK as corrected _____
Show revise ______

Electrical
Plumbing
Doors & Windows
Drywall
Painting
Home Remodeling

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!
CUSTOM
DASHCOVERS

120.00

$____________

This proof is:

Paint, Drywall &
Wall Covering
Commercial & Residential

Whether it’s your
home or your office,
you name it,
we’ll paint it.

480-326-0851

Vic Vovakes
Dunn Edwards Paints
Interior/Exterior
Specialist

1883 East Oasis Drive, Tempe, AZ 85283

(480) 820-5797 Cell (480) 710-0034

480-603-8813

This space is

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Visit Our Website: Astoreonline.com

Garage Door
SERVICE

• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured
not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

Discounts to Wrangler readers

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

Always affordable
CALL TODAY!

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

House Cleaning

480-241-7234
Boot Camps • Small Group
One-On-One Training

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

FREE

30 minute assessment
when you mention this ad

J.A.K. CONSTRUCTION
INC.
J.A.K.
Construction Inc.

Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

Quality Professional Cleaning
Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly

(480) 833-1027
References Available
20 Years Experience
Bonded & Insured

Jennifer Beebe

It’s a Clear Choice!

480-962-4688
We specialize in all complete
yard clean-ups, trimming,
pruning, weeding, raking,
removing and
replacing anything

Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

B Fit by Bryann

Call John at 480-797-2985

Tree and Yard Clean Up

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

NE Corner of Rural and Warner

Free Estimate

Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the valley since 1974
• Lic # ROC137050
• Bonded and Insured
• Tile and stone installations
including ﬂoors, showers,
patio’s, backsplashes
and more.
• Repairs welcome.
• FREE ESTIMATES
• Call Bob Lukert
480-510-4650

AVAILABLE!

HEALTH
WELLNESS • LIFE

Concrete and masonry; new
install and repair all your concrete
and block work. Patio, Sidewalk,
Driveway. Block Wall, Stucco,
Pavers, Grading,
Removal, Sprinklers

TILE/STONE

This space is

Not Enough Time in the Day? Call

Desert Rock

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
Vinyl Siding
• Overhang
trim/eaves

• Replacement
Windows
• AZ Rooms
Kyrene Corridor
Residents

Locally Owned
and Operated

480-820-8711

jakconstructioninc.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

Announcements appearing in our
Neighborhood Services section are
placed by local business owners
who want to be a reliable go-to
source that you can trust now and
in the future. Ads in this section
appear in 6 consecutive issues at
a cost of $150, plus tax, which
includes an accompanying classified
ad at no additional charge.
Call 480-966-0837 for details. Note that ads
appearing on this page expire with the date shown
on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to
ensure renewal.
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Wrangler Classifieds • 30 words/2 issues/$20
Place your ad at wranglernews.com or call 480-966-0837
Wanted to buy
Wanted by Collector: Collector wants to buy OLDER model
22 Rimfire Caliber boys rifles and handguns. Will pay reasonable
prices. I Do Not Sell Guns. Call Lee 602-448-6487 with what
you have. 6/19

Services
Air Conditioning — Is your AC Blowing HOT?? AC Repair,
Maintenance, and Installation. Honest, Affordable. I live nearby and can
usually respond within the same day!! ROC#319949 Licensed Master
Technician - Call Jason 602-989-0772 8/19
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical,
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger
480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic.
Bond. Ins. 2/19
Carpet Cleaning – 3 ROOMS ONLY $79.99 CARPET CLEANING
BONDED & INSURED
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work,
slabs, footings , pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping.
Tempe based since 1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, bonded and Ins.
Drywall — Vic’s Drywall Repair and Retexturing, Repair holes in drywall
and block walls, Paint doors, pool fences, Epoxy coat garages, remove
wallpaper, Stain and seal wood doors and other handyman services. Call
for a free estimate, 480-820-5797 pt 480-710-0034. 1/19
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.
Prompt professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for
evenings and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610. 2/19
Handyman — ABLE Handyman Service - FREE ESTIMATES!! We are
Smart, Honest, Reliable and Professional. Excellent communication
skills and hard working. Experienced in the following: Basic Electrical,
Flooring, Drywall, Household Repairs, Plumbing, Painting, Water
Heaters, Network Cabling and Fiberoptics. Please give us a call today
for all your Handyman Needs! Help support the small businessman. Jim
480-593-0506. 03/19
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do
it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20
years’experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free
Estimates. 10/19

Handyman — Dave’s Handyman Service. 602-295-3991. “Ask us if we
can do it.” Electrical, plumbing, doors & windows, drywall, painting,
home remodeling. Lic. #169409ROC. 2/19
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and
Maintenance. Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install
ceiling fans, fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and
dependable. 25 years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make
your list and call Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599.
Health, Wellness and Life Coaching — B Fit by Bryann; boot camps,
small group, one-on-one training; FREE 30-minute assessment; NEC of
Rural and Warner; call 480-241-7234 3/19
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING – Not enough
time in a day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super
dependable. Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote.
References avail. 20 years experience Bonded – AG0601, insured-46871.
It’s a CLEAR choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027.
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving
the Valley for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and
Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. Excellent references.
House Cleaning — Need help cleaning? Don’t have time, or don’t
want to spend your days off cleaning? I’m here to help. Trustworthy,
reliable, honest, friendly, dedicated with references upon request!
Personaltouchcleaning.info 480-331-5234
Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 5/19
Junk Removal — Clear the clutter and remove the stress with Four
Peaks Junk Removal; call 480-370-0393 3/19
Landscaping –Landscaping, sprinkler services, weed prevention.
Regular maintenance, one time clean ups, new installs. Accepting new
customers. Call 480-710-8738 2/19
Landscaping — JM Landscaping commercial and residential; landscaping
construction & renovations; concrete work, pavers and masonry;
complete tree work services; call 602-577-8295 3/19

Landscaping—Unlimited landscaping – Total yard cleanup,
trimming, pruning, cut and removal of trees, plants and shrubs.
Weed removal and hauling. We can remove or replace anything.
480-201-8966 9/18
Landscaping–– Yard cleanup and maintenance, trees and
bushes trimmed, lawn service, weed control, debris removal.
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly or one time clean-up. Free
estimates. 20 years’ experience, Call Rob 602-431-1305. 10/19
Mobile Massage: Mobile Massage Team (licensed, insured)
Available for : Corp. Events, Holiday Parties, Employee
Appreciation, In home parties, sporting events, couples massage.
Call for pricing and availability.
Rose C. 480-440-3737 3/19

Wrangler News is distributed every other

Photography: Billy Hardiman, Alex J. Walker

Saturday throughout the year to 20,000

Community Outreach: Noah Kutz

homes & rack locations in Tempe & Chandler

Contributors: Alex Zener, M.V. Moorhead,
Diana Nelson, Noah Kutz

TEMPE & WEST CHANDLER

WRANGLER

NEWS

Offices: Warner Century Plaza, 2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 102
(Warner Road at Price/101 Fwy) Tempe, AZ 85284-3497

THE PLACE WE CALL HOME

‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’
		

— Phoenix magazine
Editor: Joyce Coronel
Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC
Don Kirkland, Founder & Publisher

(480) 966-0845
• Advertising: Option 1 • News: Option 2 • Other calls: Option 3
Visit WranglerNews.com for our PageFlip eEdition & other services
We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to call with
article suggestions.We accept manuscripts and photographs from area
residents about topics of interest to our community.
Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.”

Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall
repair with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets.
Small jobs also welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL (480) 8141588. 4/19
Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service,
GREEN pool Clean-ups , the only company where the owner
has a degree in hydrology! Insured, Certified Pool Operator,
Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 480-694-1158. 2/19
Printing Services — Business cards, brochures, postcards,
labels, flyers, banners, websites and more! Free delivery. Cll
602-301-4384 3/19
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all
phases of construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum
and Vinyl siding, AZ rooms, replacement windows & doors,
overhang trims/eaves. We love small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711.
Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC #112275.
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General
Contractor, Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling,
Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and
Customer references online at www.englishbuilding.net, Tempe
Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 189470 Call today for a
free estimate 480-603-8813. 2/19
R&M Home works, LLC — Electrical, plumbing, drywall,
painting, carpentry and more. Free estimates. Call Randy (480)
235-6031. Not a licensed contractor. 10/18
Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Repair- Aqua Masters
Specializing In: *System Check-Ups *Valves, Heads, Timers
*Leak Detection *Wire Locating and Troubleshooting *Brown
Spots & Low Pressure Problems. 30+Years Experience. Quality
Service. 480-478-0073 www.AquamastersAz.com
Therapeutic Massage: Specializing in pain Management
massage. My studio is in my home, so currently only accepting
female clients. Near Warner and McClintock . Email me for
rates. Rose Courtney
rosetxaz@gmail.com 3/19
Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and
insured. Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler
readers. Free estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650. 5/19
Window Cleaning— Call Fish Window Cleaning to make your
windows sparkle. Windows interior and exterior. Screens, sun
screens, tracks, sills, light fixtures, chandeliers, mirrors and
ceiling fans. Call 480-962-4688. BBB accredited, fully insured.
2/19
Window Cleaning— 1-story $135 / 2-story $155 inside & out
up to 30 panes (add’l panes $2 ea) screen cleaning $2.50 per
pane Power Washing / Sun Screens / Re-Screening. Call John’s
Window Cleaning at (480) 201-6471. 2/19

Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the
writer and not necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC.
Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an endorsement of
the described products or services. We reserve the right to
reject advertising or other content that we feel does not meet
the needs or interests of our readership.
To place a vacation stop and for other delivery requests, send
email to editor@wranglernews.com or call (480) 966-0845,
Option 3. Full, downloadable copies of recent issues, along with a
searchable database of past articles and a complete Media Kit with
rates & information, are available at www.WranglerNews.com.
Wrangler News is printed by Tempe-based Signature Offset on partially
recycled newsprint with ink made from 98 percent soy content
Copyright © 2018
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First Person: Noah Kutz

Making our community better, one unlocked door at a time

Noah Kutz, lead member of our community outreach
effort, is a global studies major at ASU. He lived for eight
years in the Washington, D.C., area and has an informed
perspective of national and world issues. The following
column offers insight into his view of some of the ways we
can make our communities better.

I
1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe

SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

480.839.2623
Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills,
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen
Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying,
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,
Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

KITCHEN CABINET REFINISHING

UMBERTO L MENDIA
AGENT/BROKER

MENDIA INSURANCE
PO BOX 7788
CHANDLER, AZ 85246
(480) 831-7363
UMENDIA@YAHOO.COM

D

Paint, Drywall &
Wall Covering
Commercial & Residential

Whether it’s your
home or your office,
you name it,
we’ll paint it.

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

stood outside the driver-side window of my car and
pressed my face against the glass to confirm my idiocy.
There sat the keys on the passenger seat, the little
button on the door hopelessly switched, I was sure, to the
“lock” position. Not a happy discovery.
I walked into my destination, Sweetest Season, a new
café in the shopping center at Guadalupe and McClintock,
and told a fellow 20-something who greeted me that I’d
be needing some coffee and a place to sit for a while. Or
maybe longer.
Despite my initial thought to call AAA, I found myself
walking with one of the employees of this family-run
restaurant a few minutes later—me no less despairing, him
determined to pry my car door open to make room for the
wire hanger he brought with him to be wiggled through the
crack to disengage the “unlock” button.
With the help of two more table servers, two SRP
workers who passed by in their truck and asked to help,
and a stranger who saw the commotion and thought he’d
join—seemingly all the kings horses and men willing to
help—we opened the car in less than 15 minutes.
Triple A? With people like this around, who needs
them? I had a wire hanger and a bunch of good-hearted
Samaritans determined to help me out of a jam.
No matter what you say about people these days, you’ll
find those who are simply the best anywhere you are. This
is, in a way, what we preach here at your neighborhood
newspaper. Although metro Phoenix can feel like an
awfully big place sometimes, we hope you can find ways
every day to make it feel just a little bit smaller.
By this I mean talking to people, face-to-face, and
cultivating meaningful relationships with the community
around you. This goes hand-in-hand with supporting local
businesses, plus keeping your mindset locally influenced.
The other day I saw an ad in The New York Times that
read:
“The truth is worth it. Subscribe now.” I actually
considered hitting the online subscribe button, but
continued to scroll through the pages that followed on
the screen. This is no doubt because I’m part of this
new generation that seeks to find the cheapest and most
convenient way to consume things, which translates to:

There’s no way I’m going to pay for news that I probably
can find elsewhere for free.
The same goes for shopping. Where are you buying
your Christmas gifts this season? I think I can make a safe
assumption that at least half of us are buying at least half
our presents on Amazon.
There’s no shame in this; after all, it’s quicker and
likely more convenient. Despite this continuously growing
phenomenon of convenient methods to consume cheaper
products, however, there’s
something that big, distant
corporations don’t have
on small businesses: the
experience.
My favorite part of going
into small coffee shops and
eateries is when they serve
me a cup of exceptional
coffee in a real mug. It may
not seem like a big deal, but
savoring my drink through a
ceramic mug and sipping some
delicious dark roast creates an
environment I would like to
experience again.
Some people know this same feeling when they hold
a newspaper and flip its pages between their fingers.
Local places make you feel like you’re home with your
family as they bring you an experience that feels nothing
short of comfortable, despite being in a place that may be
completely unfamiliar.
We need more of this in our society. We need more
people who desire to consume locally produced and
locally owned products, because these things enable larger
communities to maintain small-town mindsets.
If your mind is constantly in the clouds, away from the
here-and-now, then all you will find is what’s in the clouds.
But if you take a moment to come back down to earth and
interact with your neighbors, your local vendors, your
friends, your family, then you’ll be doing your part to help
cultivate a community of harmony and friendship.
Before you seek the cheapest and easiest method of
consuming your desired product, find a real coffee mug
or real a local newspaper and pursue it with the people
around you.
Here in this community, we seek to cultivate fellowship
and sociability with our neighbors. And, by the way, if you
see someone trying to get to their keys inside their locked
car, help them out. It’s a sure way of making someone’s
day.

HOLIDAY
DEALS

Mark your calendars
for our next
UKULELE JAM NIGHT!

Electric Packages
starting at $245
Acoustic Packages
starting at $185
Bass Packages
starting at $290
Ukulele Packages
starting at $50

Monday, Jan. 7th
6:00pm Beginners
6:30pm Intermediate
& Advanced

HOLIDAY LESSON
SPECIAL
$75 for 4 lessons with our
college-educated instructors

(480) 831-9691

The Music Store

2630 West Baseline Road ~ NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway

(new students only)
Visit our website or stop
by for more information!

www.the-music-store.com

Sheet Music • Instruments • Lessons • Rentals • Repairs
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Artist Guild show starts Jan. 15
More than 20 Tempe
artists skilled in the use
of oil, acrylic, pencil,
pastel, mixed media and
watercolor will display
original works at the
Tempe History Museum
from Jan. 15 through Feb.
17.
Tempe Artists Guild
members are participating
in the museum’s changing
exhibit, Humans of Tempe,
which presents stories and
images of everyday people
who make Tempe what
has been described as the
diverse and unique city it
is today.
The art relates to the
museum’s Time Machine
theme and marks the
seventh year that the artist
group has partnered with
the museum to feature
locally generated work.
Said Dan Miller,
the museum’s exhibit
coordinator, Dan Miller:
“Tempe History
Museum’s Community
Room always takes on a
very colorful look when

the Tempe Artists Guild
presents a show there. It is
especially insightful when
the artists key off themes
in our exhibit hall.”
TAG President Janet
Fagan added, “Our
members are accomplished
artists who bring
unexpected and delightful
interpretations to portraits
and figural renderings.
These drawings
and paintings are sure to
make you look closer and
see familiar local faces in
a different way. If you live
in Tempe, you might even
recognize yourself on the
wall.”
An artist reception,
open to the public, and is
scheduled for 5:30-7:30
p.m. Friday, Jan. 18.
Tempe History
Museum, 809 E. Southern
Ave., is open to visitors
Tuesdays through
Saturdays from 10-5 and
Sundays from 1-5. It is
closed on Mondays.
Admission is free, but
donations are welcomed.

Floating islands part of pilot
project to cut chemical use
The pond at Tempe’s Selleh Park is now home
to four ﬂoating islands that could help improve
water quality without the use of chemicals—a
pilot project that, if successful, could be used
at other parks in the city.
The experiment is one of nine Innovation
Fund projects designed to inspire new ideas to
improve the Tempe community.

Holiday schedule for trash pickup
The upcoming holidays will affect recycling and trash
collection, with no collection occurring on Christmas Day,
Tuesday, Dec. 25, or New Year’s Day, Tuesday, Jan. 1.
For those holiday weeks, residents with regular
Tuesday collection are asked to place their cans at
the curb by 6 a.m. Wednesday. Those with regular
Wednesday collection will have receptacles picked up on
Thursday, and regular Thursday collection will change to
Friday. Regular Friday collection will move to Saturday.
Collections scheduled for Monday, Dec. 24, and
Monday, Dec. 31, will not change.
Collection can occur anytime from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. To
ensure your can is picked up, make sure that cars parked
on the street do no hinder the ability of collection trucks
to service the cans.
Christmas and New Year’s Day are two of only
four holidays that the city of Chandler does not collect
recycling and trash. Others are the 4th of July and
Thanksgiving.

Experts say that ﬂoating islands occur
naturally in water bodies across the world.
Mimicking them in park lakes and ponds can
provide a natural method to improve water
quality, provide safe habitats for existing park
wildlife, and attract new types of wildlife.
Studies show that the ﬂoating islands act
as a ﬁlter in the water, providing a surface
for microbes and good bacteria, which pull
pollutants from the water. The resulting
ecosystem also provides a habitat for plants
and other wildlife, as well as shade and cooler
water designed to help the pond’s ﬁsh thrive.
City staﬀ will be analyzing the islands
through June to gauge their eﬀectiveness at
cleaning the water, and to understand the
amount of maintenance required to keep the
islands healthy. If the $7,000 pilot project is
successful, more ﬂoating islands could be used
at Selleh and other Tempe parks.
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Make Your Reservation Today!

Make Your Reservation Today!

Check out La Casa De Juana at www.juanashouse.com
AR-0008802533-06

Check out La Casa De Juana at www.juanashouse.com

1805
1805 E Elliot
Rd,E Elliot
1976 Road
W Southern Ave
85284
Tempe AZTempe
85284 AZ Mesa
AZ 85202
480-820-0837
480-962-9112

480-820-0837
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480.797.2891
Matching People with Homes & Homes with People

Katy Agnew & Patti Agnew

Stunning Backyard

Private Family Estate

4BD/3BA in gated-community. Pebble Tec pool. Extended covered patio &
garage! Media room for home theater or gaming. Double ovens, island w/
breakfast bar. Ofﬁce w/built-in desk & shelving. Ceiling fans. Master suite
includes soaking tub, walk-in closet w/built-ins. Low $600’s!

Separate Guest House, 5 en suite bedrooms, 9 baths, Huge living areas,
Movie theatre, 2400 sq ft. Multipurpose room, Bar/Game Room, Ofﬁce,
Den, Custom Woodwork, Granite Kitchen, Oversized Master w/Fireplace,
Full size tennis court, sport court, pool, gazebo, BBQ, Fireplace,1.5 Acres.

Beautiful Custom

Sun Lakes Beauty

Remodeled with Italian Travertine and wood ﬂooring. 4 Bedrooms 2.5
Bath, Custom Bath Vanities, Master with His/Her Closets, Fireplace &
Lounge area. Freshly painted interior, Pool, Large Patio, Mature Trees,
Privacy Fence, Epoxy coating in the garage. Mid $400’s.

Chandler Townhome

4 Bed 3 Bath Stunning Kitchen, Ample Cabinetry, Stainless appliances,
Large Island w/Breakfast bar, Big Master Bedroom, Step-in Shower,
Soaking tub, Walk-in Closet, Huge 2nd Bedroom w/ Full Bath,Indoor/
Outdoor living at it’s ﬁnest with over 1000 sq feet of balcony/patio areas.

Remodeled 3 Bed 2 Bath, New roof, HVAC & Dual Pane windows, Open
Floorpan, Wood plank ﬂoors, Quartz Countertops, Walk in pantry, Bar,
Incredible Bathrooms, Walking distance to the Clubhouse with many
tennis courts, pools, restaurant, pickle ball and more. N/S. Exposure

Coming Soon

Sale

Pen
d

ing

Charming 2 bedroom, 2 bath patio home in Warner Ranch. High ceilings,
Newer carpet and paint, Newer Energy efﬁcient A/C. Fireplace, Eat in
Kitchen. Near community pool and spa. Fantastic S. Tempe location,
Lovely Neighborhood, N/S exposure.

