WRANGLER

NEWS
AS TRADITIONAL DAY
NEARS, WE ‘PAZ’
TO GIVE THANKS

With the holiday almost here, Paz de Cristo, the East
Valley's long-respected resource for food, clothing,
showers and empowerment, offered up its annual
servings of seasonal deliciousness. Kitchen manager
and chef John Farley has shown up to help feed the
hungry for at least a dozen years. Story and more photos
on Pages 12-13.
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2020 Silverado RST
All-Star Edition V8’s

10,500

$

OFF MSRP*
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2020 Equinox LS Models

9,400

$

OFF MSRP*

THE FREEWAY CHEVROLET

BLACK FRIDAY SALE
IS ON NOW!

2020 Traverse LS Models

7,700

$

OFF MSRP*

2020 Trax LS Models

8,300

$

1150 N. 54th St., Chandler
480-735-0399 • www.FreewayChevy.com
Not including sales tax, title, lic, dealer doc fee $499, dealer vtr fee $228, or any customer or dealer added accessories. All vehicles are subject to prior sale. Offers cannot be
combined. Costco rebate requires membership prior to Oct 1 2020. Offers expire at close of business Nov 30 2020. Photos are for illustration only. Dealer not responsible for
typographical errors. Offers may change without notice.

OFF MSRP*
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Tempe voters
overwhelmingly
approve all parts
of $349M bond

CHANDLER UTILITY FRANCHISE
Chandler voters approved re-awarding a franchise
to Southwest Gas to maintain the city’s gas system and
facilities for 25 years.
The vote, with 51.6 percent in favor, amounts to an
extension until Dec. 31, 2045, of a franchise that voters
granted Southwest Gas on Dec. 11, 1995, that would have
expired in January of 2021.

TEMPE ELEMENTARY BOARD

TEMPE UNION SCHOOL BOARD

Wrangler Staff report
Tempe voters stepped up in the Nov. 3 General
Election to keep their city a desirable place by
overwhelmingly favoring measures to maintain and
improve basic services.
Approval was given for each of five parts of a $349
million bond request to go toward capital projects. The
bonds are to be paid with secondary property taxes.
According to Maricopa County Elections Department
returns posted as of Nov. 10:
$134 for water and sewer improvements: 70.1 percent
in favor.
$74 million for street and storm-drain improvements:
69.7 percent in favor.
$34 million for public safety: 62.2 percent in favor.
$45 million for park and community services
improvements: 67.6 percent in favor.
$62 million for municipal infrastructure preservation:
59.2 percent in favor.

who has lived in the district for nine years and has three
children.
The third seat went to Wanda Kolomyjec (33,212),
a Justice Studies professor at Arizona State University,
who prevailed in a tight race with Trine Nelson (32,724),
a curriculum manager at ASU and the mother of two
Kyrene students. They finished ahead of Ivan Alfaro
(27,583) in a competitive field.

In tight races, Tempe Union High School District
Governing Board President Berdetta Hodge was reelected
with 45,236 votes. Also elected were 2019 Desert Vista
High graduate Armando Montero (43,516), the youngest
candidate, and Sarah Lindsay James (41,361), a teacher
for 21 years.
They edged Lori Bastian (40,148), former teacher
Don Fletcher (36,345), two-term board incumbent Sandy
Lowe (31,111), middle school teacher Paige Reesor
(31,863) and Michael Myrick (26,969), president of the
Kyrene School District Governing Board, who did not
seek reelection there to instead run in TUHSD.

KYRENE SCHOOL BOARD
In still more tight races, incumbent Kyrene School
District Governing Board member Michelle Fahy was
reelected, leading a five-person field for three seats with
39,106 votes. Also elected was Margaret Wright (34,535),

This was a mad scramble with the addition of four
write-in candidates to two declared candidates vying for
three seats on the Tempe Elementary District Governing
Board.
Board president Monica Trejo (33,255 votes) was
reelected. Allison Ewers, a Tempe mom and business
owner, and the other declared candidate, also won a seat
26,437 votes.
The counting of write-in candidates was slow to be
posted, but when it finally was, write-in candidate Jim
Lemmon, a former board member, who is supported by
Mayor Corey Woods, was elected to the third seat with
2,498 votes.
Write-in candidates who were not successful were
Michael Metzger, an MIT-trained engineer; Tim Taylor,
a 13-year U.S. Marine, who grew up in Tempe; and
board incumbent Rochelle Wells, who was not a certified
candidate because she said it was inappropriate to go
out during the COVID-19 pandemic to get signatures
required to get on the ballot.

Local. Trusted.

In these volatile times, it’s nice to know
you have a trusted mortgage advisor.
I can help you best determine how
and when to use your home’s hard
earned equity.
Mortgage rates are experiencing daily
fluctuations that can create great
opportunity if you are ready.

Randy Goff
Broker/Owner

I’m working with my clients today to
get them ready to take advantage of
upcoming opportunities.

• Home purchase, refinance AND reverse mortgages.
• One stop for all your home financing needs.
• Rates are historically low! It’s a great time to refi.

Better rates. Better service. Better value.

Come Home to Chandler Mortgage.

25 years experience in the mortgage and real estate industry.

480-390-4995 | ChandlerMortgage.com
LO NMLS 181399 • AZ LO-0929234 | CO NMLS 1632608 • AZ MB-0942690
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Virus motivates
home dwellers
LEARN to brush up on
painting skills

LEAD

ACHIEVE

Discover Kyrene

2021-22 Enrollment Begins January 12
LEARNING
Choice opportunities across 26 schools

LEADING
Arizona leader in classroom spending

ACHIEVING
16 A+ Schools of Excellence

www.kyrene.org/discover 480-541-1000

By Joyce Coronel

A

fter several months of staring at
dinged-up, blasé walls, many a
work-from-home Tempe resident
might be ready to take action.
Before embarking on a bold move, you
might want to hear what Andy Blatnick
has to say about it.
Blatnick, owner of AAA Paint and
Supply of Tempe, knows a thing or two
about painting. He opened his second
paint store on the southwest corner of
McClintock and Warner back in February.
His store on University Drive is thriving
and he’s hoping the South Tempe location
will pick up speed as do-it-yourselfers
decide to improve their living spaces.
After more than 20 years managing
hardware stores in the Valley, Blatnick
decided to take the plunge and become
a business owner five years ago. “All the
hours that I put into it are mine. I’m not
doing it for somebody else,” he says.
“I get started pretty early—about 5:30
in the morning,” Blatnick says. “I start
taking care of customers about 6 a.m. and
go all the way till 5:30 in the afternoon
but it’s a compilation of taking care of
commercial customers, retail customers,
making sales calls—everything that has to
do with the business.”
Most of the sales at the store on
University Drive are to commercial
contractors while the store on Warner
Road attracts DIY customers. The biggest

mistake people make in painting their
home has to do with selecting the right
color, he says.
“A lot of times you can get the little
cards. Well, those are printed. They’re not
paint so they’re not truly what paint is. So
that’s one of the biggest misconceptions.”
Blatnick recommends getting actual
paint samples instead. “Paint, when it
gets up on the wall, looks a lot different
than what those cards look like. When
you’re in the house, light affects that
paint differently so it’s very important to
understand what that is and to actually
put a sample on the wall and see what that
paint color looks like in your house.”
Other common mistakes include not
allowing enough time or not having some
of the proper equipment for the job.
“Sometimes they get in over their
heads with the size of the room,” Blanick
notes. Vaulted ceilings can pose a
significant challenge. “Some of those are
extremely tall—they’re not just 10 or 12
foot, they could be 14 or event 20 foot
tall. That’s very challenging for somebody
to do so they have to make sure what that
extra is that has to be done. Some people
don’t like to go up on a ladder.”
Blatnick says he sells Benjamin Moore
paint at his stores because the company is
“one of the few, true, independent paint
dealers out there.
“They’ve been around since the 1800s
and so they do an extremely good job with
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their paint.”
Blanick works the business with his
wife and three employees.
“It’s locally owned and operated. That’s
a big thing to me and it’s a big thing
to a lot of people. We’re aiming to be a
neighborhood paint store that people
can come into and get great service and
be taken care of and be known on a firstname basis.”
Opening the South Tempe store just
weeks before the pandemic hit has posed
unique challenges and Blatnick hopes the
local community will step up to support
one of its own.
“It’s been challenging and it’s still
challenging. I don’t know how else to put
it. Things continue to get better but it’s a
very slow curve at this point. Things are
getting better. The longer I’m here the
more people know about me and that’s the
biggest benefit.”
The store is at 1721 E. Warner Road,
Suite C7-8. Phone: 480-569-6900.

Andy Blatnick, owner of AAA Paint and Supply in Tempe, offered some helpful tips for homeowners who might be considering a
painting project.											 — Photo by Joyce Coronel

Are Your Drains Working Properly? / $100 Off Water Heater Installation / $30 off Any Repair

Just in time for the

Holidays

Visit YouTube
To see our YouTube video on the amazing Reme Halo air
purification system which cleans every cubic inch of air your
central air conditioning system reaches.
From viruses to bacteria to pollutants and pet dander, let the
Reme Halo do its purifying magic in your home!

$100 OFF

www.kingphac.com 480.456.5464
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Remember Me Always Day: Helping ease the pain of a lost loved one
Profile by Janie Magruder

C

hristine Hotchkiss will never forget her
daughter, Nicole Marie, a smart, outgoing,
giggly teen who loved the outdoors, dreamed
of becoming a neonatal anesthesiologist and was so
protective of her baby brother that she wanted to
sleep with him in his crib.
“Her love was felt when you walked into a room, and

she was there for you without judgment,” said Hotchkiss
of West Chandler.
On New Year’s Day 2007, Nicole, then a 17-old-year
high school senior, died from internal injuries suffered
in a vehicle accident. She was on a family vacation in
Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area near Yuma when
the accident took place.
“No time heals all wounds,” her mother said. “But you
eventually learn to accept that this person no longer is
here, and you do things thinking about them. There isn’t
a day I don’t think about my daughter.”
In Nicole’s honor and to help other parents struggling
in myriad ways with the loss of a child, Hotchkiss in
2016 started Remember Me Always. The nonprofit
organization celebrates the life and memory of those who
have died, and provides emotional support and monetary
grants to help families pay for funeral expenses.

Christine Hotchkiss received the official proclamation of the Remember Me Always Celebration of Life Day from Chandler Mayor
Kevin Hartke as Hotchkiss’ niece, Amanda Kiker, looks on. 		
— Photo courtesy Hotchkiss family

In recognition of its mission, Chandler Mayor Kevin
Hartke proclaimed Nov. 17 Remember Me Always

featuring handmade ornaments personalized with the

of MacKenzie on one side, her name engraved on the

Celebration of Life Day. Hartke urged the community to

names of children whose families have been helped by

other and a bit of her ashes inside, since he received it

unite with honor and dignity in proper remembrance of

Remember Me Always.

from Remember Me Always last Christmas.

these loved ones every day of the year.

The nonprofit has made about a dozen grants to

“Kenzie was full of life and brought more love and joy

individuals needing help paying for urns, headstones,

to everyone who met her,” he said. “She was a character

with the death of a family member. Her friends and

keepsakes and other items. According to the National

and always made me laugh.”

acquaintances largely didn’t know how to respond.

Funeral Directors Association, the average cost of a

Nicole’s passing was her mother’s first experience

“People don’t know what to say so they don’t say
anything, and they just disappear,” Hotchkiss said. “That
hurts more. We are not in public crying because we are
missing somebody, we are in public trying to survive.”
In addition to Remember Me Always, she started a
podcast, “Stories of Hope,” on Spotify. It exists to give
hope and inspiration and to let people know they are
not alone. Hotchkiss also installs a “Tree of Angels” each
Christmas in the lobby of Phoenix Children’s Hospital

funeral and burial in 2019 was $9,135.
Shane Rex of Phoenix received two heart-shaped
cremation pendant necklaces — one for himself and
one for his daughter, MacKenzie — after the death

Rex, who now sits on Remembers Me Always’ board
of directors, is determined to help other families move
through their grief and is looking forward to help with
fundraising once COVID-19 is managed.
“Can you imagine not being able to afford an urn?

of his younger daughter Isabella. The 11-year-old was

Having a little Baggie inside a box that has a printed

diagnosed with leukemia and died six weeks later on July

name on it?” he said. “That’s the last thing people need to

13, 2018.

worry about.”

Rex hasn’t taken off his necklace, which has a photo

For more information, visit remembermealways.org.
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We see a lifetime
in every lung scan.
Talk to your doctor about a cancer screening.
Dignity Health and the specialists at Norton Thoracic Institute have strived
for decades to provide the best care possible to Arizona. However you’ve
lived your life, a lung scan can tell the life story of your lungs. It could also
help determine future risks and detect serious issues early.
See if you’re eligible at dignityhealth.org/lung or call 602.406.4551.
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Look Your Best For

The Holidays
Massage
Diamond Dermabrasion
Hydro Facial / Micro Needling
Body Waxing / Body Sugaring
Eye Lash Extensions and more!
UV SANITIZER WAND

on site, kills bacteria and germs!

Tempe Skin & Body Spa
Bring this ad for 20% off any package
Gift Certiﬁcates available
10% off Luxury Skin Care package

1726 East Southern Ave. #4
480.200.8101
tempeskinandbodyspa.com
Follow us on Facebook
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Answering yet another question we've
pondered about the king of game shows:
How tall was Alex Trebek?
By M.V. Moorhead

L

ike many longtime fans of Jeopardy!,
I often wondered how I would do on
the show.
In the early ‘90s, I went so far as to
audition to be a contestant, when tryouts
were held at the Hyatt in downtown
Phoenix.
I made it to the second round before
being sent packing, but along the way I
got a hint of the degree of Alex Trebek’s
celebrity. Trebek wasn’t there, but the
show’s rep asked if there were any
questions from the group.
“How tall is Alex Trebek?” a woman
asked.
“About six-foot-one,” said the rep,
without hesitation.
It was clearly not the first time the guy
had heard the question. Or the second. At
least he didn’t make the poor woman say,
“What is, ‘How tall is Alex Trebek?’ ”
My knowledge of that experience, of
Trebek and of his reign over the show that
seemingly will, even now, survive into
perpetuity, caught my eye when Saturday
Night Live popped up on our home TV last
week.
It was an encore presentation from
the mid-‘90s, featuring Martin Short as
host and No Doubt as the musical guest.
It was a pretty good show, but I found
myself wondering why NBC had dug so
deeply into the archives, until the Celebrity
Jeopardy sketch came up.
The panelists on this send-up were
Jerry Lewis (played by Short), Burt
Reynolds (Norm Macdonald) and Sean
Connery (Darrell Hammond).
The host, played by Will Farrell, was
of course Trebek. It was a particularly sad
jolt to realize that every one of the celebs
being impersonated has passed on since
this show was made, with Trebek and
Connery both departing us less than a
month ago, and less than two weeks apart.

In the comedy riff, the panelists refuse
to listen or show the slightest interest
in the game, except when Connery, like
a stereotypical thrifty Scot, is horrified
to think he’s on the hook for the money
he’s in the hole (“I’ll not pay this fine I’ve
incurred, I tell you; it’s unjust!”).
The joke is simply the old crowdpleaser that celebrities are heedless
dunces.
But SNL has revived the sketch many
times, and it eventually took on a life
of its own, with Hammond’s Connery
developing an obsessive animosity toward
Farrell’s long-suffering Trebek.
Hammond later said in an interview
that, even though the gag made no sense,
he got more feedback about it than
anything else he did on the show.
Trebek, who died early this month
at 80 after a very public struggle with
pancreatic cancer, was not the original
host of Jeopardy!
In its original run from 1964 until
1975 on NBC, the Merv Griffin quiz show
with its famous “answer-and-question”
format was hosted by the smooth-voiced,
commanding Art Fleming.
My eldest sister won three times on
this version of the show in 1973. We
watched her in my sixth-grade classroom
at the time.
Trebek took over when the show
was revived in syndication in 1983, and
eventually became the face and voice
indelibly associated with it. Because
Jeopardy! is seen as the most elite and
cerebral of all American game shows,
Trebek himself came to be regarded as
an intellectual sort. But the Canadian
immigrant had a long history in less
highbrow television fare.
As a kid in northwestern Pennsylvania
in the early ‘70s, I remember seeing
Trebek on the CBC, in fuzzy reception
from across Lake Erie, hosting stuff like
Reach for the Top. Also, long before Will
Farrell, Trebek’s countryman Eugene Levy
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spoofed him on the great Canadian sketch-comedy show
SCTV. Trebek later hosted such U.S. game shows as The
Wizard of Odds and Double Dare before finally catching on
with Jeopardy!.
Even after that, however, Trebek remained one of
those old-school, all-purpose broadcasters who could be
counted on to deliver the goods no matter what the gig,
from hawking life insurance in commercials to making an
amusing cameo appearance in one of the best episodes of
The X-Files.
He played himself, or a very slightly fictionalized
version of himself, in many movies and TV shows.
So, a final salute to this man we revered in so many
ways for so many years:
Answer is:
For more than three decades he was the beloved host
of an adored answer-and-question television game show,
distinguished by his curiosity, kindness to contestants,
calm, professorial demeanor, understated humor and
admirable determination to continue working while
battling a hideous disease.
Who was Alex Trebek (1940-2020)?
Alex Trebek's book, "The Answer Is . . ." is available at the
Barnes & Noble store at Chandler Fashion Center and online
at Amazon.com.
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Briefly . . .
Want a turkey day companion?
Make a spot for a foster pet
This Thanksgiving is likely to look different, with
Arizona recommending smaller gatherings. So how
about inviting a shelter pet to spend the holiday
weekend with you?
Tempe-based Lost Our Home Pet Rescue is inviting
people to foster a dog for Thanksgiving weekend so
they can enjoy R&R in a home over the holiday.
“It’s a great way to spread your love this holiday
season, especially if you can’t be friends and family
from afar,” said Lost Our Home founder Jodi Polanski.
“Dogs can be picked up Wednesday and adoptable
animals come back by Friday afternoon. The
temporary-care dogs could stay longer if the foster
families want.
“This allows the dogs to have a shelter break and
families can enjoy a grateful furry guest that won’t
overstay their welcome.”
The foster process will begin online at www.
lostourhome.org/foster. From there, Lost our Home’s
foster team will set up a short-term foster agreement
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and schedule a pick up and drop off appointment.
All of the dogs who are available to “go home for
the holiday” have been medically cleared. The shelter
is still closed to walk-in guests; appointments are being
booked in advance.

Dementia summit available online
A recording of Tempe’s 2020 Dementia Friendly
Summit is available for any who were unable to
participate in the Nov. 7 event.
The recording and presentation materials can be
found at tempe.gov/DFT.
According to studies, the health and well-being of
people living with dementia and their family caregivers
has been greatly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
This year’s summit was designed to offer strategies to
help members of the community live well during these
difficult times.
The panel addressed a range of topics, including a
decline in the incidence of dementia diagnoses; selfmanagement of chronic conditions; and the importance
of a “Plan B” to share the caregiving reality with others.
Summit participants also learned about virtual
Dementia Friends information sessions and training
to help support those in our community who are living
with dementia.

Enroll Now for Spring 2021
Now is not the time to put your future on pause. At MCC there’s
a path for everyone. Transform your life by taking the next step
toward earning a degree or certificate.
• Four class formats: live online,
online, hybrid, in person
• Vibrant educational experiences
in a safe and healthy
environment

Earn a degree with little or no debt.

MAKE IT HAPPEN!

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabilities. All qualified applicants will receive
consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or national origin. A lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation
in the career and technical education programs of the District.
The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following
number to reach the appointed coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College system, visit http://www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

• Faculty and staff who care and
provide remote student support
services
• Virtual career services, advising
and counseling

mesacc.edu
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Arts Center deputy director departing

R

alph Remington, Tempe deputy
director for arts and culture,
will leave the post at year’s end.
Officials say a national search for his
replacement will begin soon.
Remington, who took the job in 2016,
will serve as director
of cultural affairs for
the San Francisco Arts
Commission.
“Tempe’s loss is most
certainly San Francisco’s
gain and I wish Ralph
well in his future
endeavors,” said Mayor
Corey Woods.
“I sincerely appreciate
everything that he
has brought to Tempe
during his time with
us. One of his biggest
accomplishments has
been creating diversified offerings that
have exposed new, more multicultural
audiences to arts and culture in the city of
Tempe.”

Responsibilities of the Tempe
Community Services Department’s Arts
and Culture Division include oversight of
Tempe Center for the Arts, Tempe History
Museum, public art and arts engagement,
and a multitude of programs and events.
During
Remington’s tenure,
Tempe voters
passed an arts
and culture tax to
fund community
enrichment
opportunities. He
has recently overseen
a business plan to
consolidate the city’s
arts and culture
operations.
Community
Service Director
Keith Burke will
collaborate with city staff and with
members of the Tempe Arts and Culture
Commission and Friends of the Tempe
Center for the Arts to coordinate the
recruitment of a new deputy director.

•
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Downtown Chandler
holiday celebration offers
food, music and bargains
Downtown Chandler Community
Partnership is inviting the community
to join the fun in a pre-holiday
celebration sponsored by more than 50
locally owned businesses during Small
Business Saturday on Nov. 28.
Visitors can enjoy live music from
pianist Grady Soine and harpist Jocelyn
Obermeyer from 1-5 p.m. under the
colonnades, grab a bite to eat at one of
our unique restaurants and do a little
holiday shopping at retailers such as
Blue Planet Outdoors, Saba’s Western
Wear, Shoe Thrill and Sibley’s West: the
Chandler & Arizona Gift Shop.
“Now more than ever the small
businesses in Downtown Chandler need
the support of the community,” said
Mary Murphy-Bessler, DCCP executive

director.
“From authentic Western boots and
trendy shoes, to unique clothing and
gifts, you’ll be getting something special
and putting your dollars back into this
wonderful community.”
Those who come down to support
downtown retailers on Small Business
Saturday can enter in-store for the
chance to win a gift $25 gift card (two
winners) or a $50 gift card (one winner)
to the Chandler Center for the Arts.
Some exclusions and details apply.
Visitors can also experience
“Sugarland”, a brand-new interactive
display of holiday decorations to be
safely enjoyed in Dr. A.J. Chandler Park
West from Saturday, Nov. 28 – Sunday,
Jan. 3.
Among the decorations is a candy
sleigh, fruit roll-up slide and giant-size
cup of hot chocolate with marshmallows
for kids and adults alike.
Information: downtownchandler.org.

Viewing
For All
The Games!

Dog Friendly Patio

$3 Mimosas • $5 Bloody Marys
BUY ONE GET ONE

APPETIZERS

Limit one coupon
per table per day.

All-You-Can-Eat
All Day! $10.95

$1.50 Tacos
$3 Cervezas
$4 Margaritas

6463 S. Rural Road • Tempe • 480.897.2127 • bogeysgrillaz.com
S.E. Corner • Rural & Guadalupe / Behind Circle K & Dutch Bros.

Happy Holidays from your East Valley communities!
Here’s a present from us – Get exceptional deals from hundreds
of East Valley shops, restaurants and experience providers this season –
without leaving your home.

Shop online Hownd for the holidays and get digital support vouchers (they
work like gift cards) to so many of your favorite places. It’s easy, safe and a
great way to exchange a gift when we can’t see everyone we care about in
person.
•
•
•
•

Your friends and family get great gifts.
You get to buy more cool stuff or pocket the extra cash for yourself.
Support your neighborhood businesses.
Win prizes!

Through December, every time you buy a voucher, you’ll be entered into a
weekly drawing.

howndfortheholidays.com

20Dec-EconDev-Shop-Wrangler.indd 1

tempe.gov/holidays

11/13/2020 4:26:32 PM
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Spreading joy
Clockwise from upper left: Chris Dunham
directs fellow volunteers at Paz de Cristo as
they dish out meals for hungry guests; Joe
Tansill, executive director of the non-profit,
is on hand to greet volunteers and guests
for the evening meal; Chris Lukaszewski,
a seminarian preparing for the Catholic
priesthood, prays alongside several other
seminarians who helped make sandwiches,
serve dinner and clean up the kitchen
afterward; using 11 loaves of bread, the
volunteer team pumped out more than 200
sandwiches to be taken home by patrons.

— Photos by Billy Hardiman
for Wrangler News
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As pandemic soars, pantry serves
up food, hope and love for needy
By Joyce Coronel
hanksgiving is just around the
corner, and for many in Tempe
and West Chandler, that means
gathering with friends and loved ones
to share a special meal and ponder
blessings received. Celebrations may
be smaller and more understated this
year due to the pandemic, but it’s a
celebration nonetheless.

T

Even if you’re homeless or just down
on your luck.
For most of the last 12 years, John
Farley, chef and kitchen manager at Paz
de Cristo, has overseen the Thanksgiving
festivities. Last year 16,000 men, women
and children received a hot meal, food
boxes, showers, clothing, job search
assistance, Arizona identification and
other crucial services at “Paz” as it’s been
lovingly dubbed by the thousands who
volunteer there each year.
Joe Tansill, executive director at Paz,
said there’s a full complement of selfless
folks who will spend Thanksgiving Day
serving the hungry. “We’re very fortunate
that we have volunteers who are willing to
come and help us every day here at Paz de
Cristo. We are actually full with very few
gaps in volunteer opportunities through
the end of the year,” Tansill said.
Chris Dunham is one of them. He
grew up in Tempe and said he volunteers
regularly and likes giving back to the
community. “Our daughter was homeless
for a while because she struggled with
drug addiction,” Dunham said. “I came
over here one night to help a friend out
and now I’m a meal coordinator three
times a month.”
Dunham supervises and assists other
volunteers who dish out the hot meal and
prepare bags of food for guests to take
home. The bags are stuffed with peanut
butter sandwiches—they’ve made over
200—as well as fruit, Cheetos and a
sports drink.
Zach Zazick is in his first year of
seminary studies and came with his
fellow seminarians to volunteer in the
days leading up to Thanksgiving. He’s no
stranger to the charms of Paz and belongs
to the third generation of Paz volunteers

in his family.
“I’ve volunteered here a lot—we used
to come here every Friday and like once
a month. My mom volunteered when she
was growing up. Her parents volunteered
here all the time so my mom just started
taking us with her.”
Guests begin lining up outside the
gates around 4:30 p.m., waiting for the
meal to be served at 5:30 p.m. A few
have bikes; some have jackets and stand
blinking in the sunlight, talking quietly
with each other. The meal on this night
will be enchiladas, rice and beans. Other
nights it might be chicken drumsticks
with mashed potatoes. “Chili dogs are a
crowd-pleaser,” Farley says. On Christmas
Eve, it’s steak.
“I like to do that one,” Farley says.
“We’ll grill up almost 300 steaks and
everybody gets one. And if they want
another one, they come and get a second.”
On Thanksgiving, it’s turkey, of
course. “It’s really special. To see people
walk out so full and you know that they’re
not hungry that night for sure. That’s one
night that I know absolutely nobody’s
walking away hungry at all,” Farley says.
Due to the pandemic, meals are served
on a grab-and-go basis.
Guests can walk up and receive their
meal or drive up, roll down their windows
and receive their dinner.
“We serve a hot, nutritious meal every
day of the year to those who are in need.
We’ve been here 32 years,” Tansill says.
Paz offers a lot more than just meals—a
full range of services are available, not the
least of which is the mail service.
For many, it’s a lifeline.
Tansill recently received a letter from
the daughter of a guest who passed away.
The family expressed appreciation for
the care their father received and sent a
donation comprised of the man’s entire
life savings—$123.
“How beautiful is that? It’s one of
the little things we do that make a huge
difference in people’s lives where they can
still be connected to their loved ones,”
Tansill said.
Information: pazdecristo.org
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SPORTS
With Alex Zener

FREE

GIRLS CLINICS

Nov 14 / 9-10am
Dec 5 / 9-10am
Jan 9 / 9-10am

OPEN TO ALL AGES
Desert Breeze Park
cdsgirlslax@gmail.com
Join our high school
girls LAX team!

Aztecs seen as contender if
playoffs receive AIA approval

A

fter handily defeating
Dobson, 51-0, and
Westwood, 44-12, the first
two Friday nights in November,
Corona, with a 7-0 record, is No.
1 in the 6A East Valley Region
and ranked No. 4 in the AIA 6A
Conference behind Chandler,
Hamilton and Liberty and should
be in the playoffs if Arizona
schools are allowed to keep playing
sports in light of the increase in
Alex Zener
COVID-19 cases in Arizona.
Although nothing has been
changed yet for fall sports, the Arizona Interscholastic
Association recommended to its executive board that the
start of Arizona high school winter sports, which includes
basketball, wrestling and soccer, be postponed until

Call Kris Cartwright for a home for the holidays

Corona's Anyale Vasquez runs through a hole in a 51-0 win over
Dobson.
— Photo courtesy Kris Cartwright

January.
Meetings were due to be held during the week of
Nov. 16 with state health and education officials, which
are expected to include Arizona Department of Health
Services Dr. Cara Christ and Arizona Superintendent
Kathy Hoffman, to determine the rising infection rates
in Arizona before the executive board meets to vote on
the recommendations.
One of the recommendations includes a mandatory
two weeks of AIA practices before a team can compete
but currently schools in counties and districts that meet
the metrics that allowed for a permissible start, as of Nov.
9, can continue practicing until further notice.

OUR GOAL IS HELPING YOU ACHIEVE YOURS

Over 20 years in business / Located in your neighborhood.

Alexa Dedrick • Mortgage Specialist

alexa@azms.net 480-235-1496

Home is where you dance like no one is watching

NMLS# 580685

Fred Christman • Mortgage Specialist

fred@azms.net 480-905-1888
NMLS# 175379

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

Kris Cartwright

602.620.7480 • krissellshomes.net
355 E. Germann Rd. Gilbert, AZ 85297

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

8747 S. Priest Drive | Suite 101, Tempe
NMLS # 175156 Banker # 911294
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10”x10”x22”h, fire column
faux
stone
finish,
Steel
with
bronze
finish.
internal gas tank not included,
20,000
btu’s,
40000-BTU
heat
output.
stainless steel burner, material
T 143 739 composition
1
envirostone 75%, steel 15%, gas
parts 10%.
Outdoor
Patio

99.99Your
Four Seasons©

Heater

$109.99 99.99
28 inch
Choice

Steel with bronze finish.
40000-BTU heat output.
T 143 739 1

Breckenridge
Gas Fire Column,

Steel Fire Pit

Four Seasons©

Push and turn ignition.
28 inch
Includes steel lid.
Steel Fire Pit
Uses 20
lb.and
propane
tank,
Push
turn ignition.
Includes steel lid.
not included.

$249.99

20.5”x20.5”x29.13”

Four seasons courtyard, breckenridge,
Uses
T 242 540
1 20 lb. propane tank,
20.5" x 20.5" x 29.13", faux stone fire column,
not included.
includes lava rock, uses 20 lb propane tank, not T 242 540 1
included material composition envirostone 71%,
steel 21%, gas parts 8%.

480.686.8064
480.686.8064

McKay’s
True Value
McKay’s True
Value

truevalue.com/mckays
truevalue.com/mckays

W. Ray Road
49394939
W.& Ray
(Ray
Rural) inRoad
Chandler
(Ray & Rural) in Chandler

Are you invested
properly? Get a second
opinion.
Joseph B Ortiz, AAMS®, CRPS®
Financial Advisor

8950 S 52nd St Suite 209
Tempe, AZ 85284
480-753-7664

Corona Girls Volleyball
Corona’s girls volleyball team, No. 9
in the 6A Conference, lost, 3-1, to No. 8
Xavier College Prep in the first round of
the State Girls Volleyball Championships
Nov. 14, at Xavier.

•

Breckenridge
Gas Fire Column,
Your
20,000-BTU,
10 x 10Outdoor
x 22-In. Patio
Heater
Four seasons courtyard, breckenridge,
Choice

The Padres came away with a big
win at home senior night, Nov. 13, over
Seton Catholic, 63-15, to give Marcos the
opportunity to earn a berth in the 4A
state playoffs play-in round at Northwest
Christian on Nov. 20.
The combined efforts of the defense to
score a safety and the offense’s ability to
move the ball on the ground to score nine
touchdowns were the keys to the Padres
win over the Sentinels.
Altogether, the Padres moved the
sticks with a solid ground game that
had eight players receive handoffs from
sophomore quarterback Juan Lopez to
gain 446 yards and scored seven of the
nine touchdowns
Senior Jayden Calderon carried the
ball 22 times gaining 173 yards to score
three TD’s while senior Tracy Williams
ran for 110 yards on 11 carries to score
one TD.
Senior Tyrik Jones carried the ball
only once but it was for 86 yards and a TD
while fellow senior Chris Ramirez scored
a TD and junior Isaiah Williams another
rushing TD.
On defense, Marcos made 40 solo
tackles and 14 assisted tackles, 10 of
which were for lost yardage. In addition,
the Padres had seven quarterback sacks,
three interceptions, one for a touchdown,
a safety and two forced fumbles.
Isaiah Williams, while playing
defense, led the team with five solo and
five assisted tackles, three tackles for
lost yardage, one quarterback sack and a
safety.
Tracy Williams and Jacob Irick each
had seven total tackles and a quarterback
sack while Williams had an interception
and Irick caused the two Sentinel fumbles.
Sophomore Mason Stromstad
intercepted a pass and ran the ball back to
score the eighth TD while senior Ralphie
Armenta was credited with the ninth TD.
Sophomore kicker Damian Gonzalez
hit seven out of his eight point-after-kicks
to score seven of the 63 Marcos points.

edwardjones.com
MKT-5894H-A-A1

The Aztecs’ football team honored its
seniors on Nov. 13 with a home game win,
44-12, against Westwood, which included
their outstanding quarterback, Quade
Swearingen, who had completed 71 of
his 94 attempted passes or 75 percent for
a total of 1,195 yards and 13 touchdowns
in seven games. In addition, he has rushed
for four touchdowns.
Swearingen has thrown passes to 10
receivers, including seven seniors: Jake
Schmitt, 20 catches for 409 yards and
six TDs; Bryce Douglass, 18 receptions
for 311 yards and two TDs; Mitchell
Coakley, 12 catches for 159 yards and
two TDs; Talon Williams, 8 receptions
for 162 yards and three TDs; Jack Farley,
three receptions; Deiondre Morrissey,
three receptions; and Scott Musgrave,
two receptions. Musgrave also ran the ball
23 times for 154 yards and three rushing
TDs.
Seniors playing on both sides of the
ball with defensive statistics includes
Schmitt with 21 solo and 15 assisted
tackles for a total of 36, one quarterback
sack and one interception; Farley with
13 tackles and two interceptions, and
Musgrave with seven tackles and one
interception.
Seniors playing defense in their
final year in high school include Tudor
Georgescu, 27 solo and 18 assisted
tackles for a team-high total of 45,
five quarterback sacks and one fumble
recovery; Alex Rafalski, 19 solo, 11
assisted for a total of 30 tackles; Colton
Mealer, 22 total tackles, 2.5 sacks and
a safety; Tristan Shafer; Bryce Barks;
Chase Conrad; Matthew Valenzuela;
Sebastian Castro; Kristian Lofton and
Kailob Bartreau.
Additional seniors honored on senior
night were offensive and defensive
linemen Jamaica Hollins, Skylar Gross,
Jibran Pervez, Colin Ferry, Luke
Bashford, Bruce Burgmeier, and Jason
Cvengros.
Corona will play its last regular season
game, Nov. 20, at Mesa Mountain View.
This game, on paper, looks to be their
most challenging with the Toros coming
off their first loss of the season, 27-20, to
Basha on Toros’ home field.
The AIA will announce the eight-team
playoff fields in Open Division and 6A on
Nov. 21.

•

Member SIPC
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Gerald Philpot
There has been a petition for
grandparental rights case no.
D0201400339.

You have 20 days to respond in
writing and serve all parties.
This case may be changed to
Maricopa County, but at this time it
is Gila County.
1400 E. Ash St., Globe, AZ 85501
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Corona ended its season with a 9-7 record during the
COVID-19-restricted schedule with senior Anna Jackson
as the go-to outside hitter. She played in all 56 regularseason sets, amassing 217 kills, or 3.9 kills a set.
Sophomore middle blocker Ella Lomigora was
second on the team with141 kills, or 2.5 a set, hitting
.321, while junior outside hitter Kacie Webb was next
with 85 kills, or 1.5 a set.
Corona played mostly a two-setter rotation, in which
junior setter Taylor Erickson and freshman setter
Julia Owens shared responsibilities, each one setting
while playing a back-row position. Owens averaged 5.3
assists a set, tallying 299 assists during the regular , while
Erickson had 214 assists or 4.1 per set.
Jackson, junior Angie Bour, Webb, senior Toni
Berns, and sophomore Maddie Kamolz all earned
points for their team with service aces.
Jackson was the ace leader with 31, followed by Bour
with 25, Webb with 22, Berns with 21 and Kamolz with
16. On defense, Lomigora, recorded an amazing 25 solo
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and 56 assisted blocks for a total of 81 from her middle
blocker position. Jackson was the second leading blocker
with 31, while senior middle blocker Isabel Niemtschk
had 18 blocks. Erickson and freshman opposite hitter
Maggie Beauer both had 15 blocks.
Bour, Corona’s libero, gave Corona’s setter and hitters
a chance to win point by digging up 217 balls in the
48 sets she played, averaging more than 18 dug balls a
match, while Webb was credited with138 digs.
Additional players who contributed to the team’s
success on and off the court include junior opposite hitter
Reese Manross, who played in 46 sets averaging nearly
1 kill a set; junior outside hitter Sydney Meyers, who
played in 20 sets; senior defensive specialist Izzy Solano,
who was recorded serving an ace over 18 percent of the
time; junior Heather Heimlich, who averaged 1 block
per match; senior defensive specialist Mia Lomigora, who
averaged more than a dig per set, junior middle blocker
Natalie Meyer and junior setter Anita Babic.

1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe

SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

480.839.2623
Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills,
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen
Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying,
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,
Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

WE ARE

Fully Open

OPEN

for All Dental Needs

YOU’RE STILL HUNGRY.
DQ is ready to feed you.
Come in for Carry Out
and Drive-Thru.
SE Corner Southern
/ McClintock
480.426.0010

Blizzard or Royal Treat

Buy One get the 2nd at 99¢

NW Corner
Elliot/Rural
480.831.7274
Not valid with other offers.
Equal or lesser value.
Valid at these locations only.
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THEN AND NOW . . . By third grade, Jayden Calderon and Nico Updyke, in photo at left, were playing youth-league tackle football together.

Today, Jayden and Nico are among four Marcos de Niza High football players who have played on teams together since second grade. They could be playing their
final game together as Padres soon. Photo at right, from left: Running back Calderon; wide receiver Nate Camarena; quarterback Antonio Hernandez Jr.; and
receiver Updyke this week recalled their time together. 										— Photo courtesy Lisa Updyke

4 playoff-bound Marcos seniors recall long football camaraderie
By Luke Ottinger
Wrangler News contributor
As Friday night approaches, the tantalizing smell of
hotdogs and popcorn, the deafening sound of drums and
trumpets, and the cheers of the faithful who once filled
high school football stadiums will be muted by COVID19.
It’s a difficult sendoff for the seniors.
However, for many young men, those traditions from
years past remain treasured memories from their high
school playing days.
It’s not over just yet. Four Marcos de Niza High
seniors will get at least one more ride together on Friday
when the Padres (4-3) visit seventh-seeded Northwest
Christian (4-2) in the play-in round of the Class 4A
playoffs.
What makes the journey so special for Nico Updyke,
Nate Camarena, Jayden Calderon and Antonio Hernandez
Jr., is that they have been playing together on teams for
11 years.
Their odyssey began on a Rio Salado League flagfootball team coached by Antonio Hernandez Sr. He, too,
has stayed with them. He now is on the coaching staff at
Marcos.
Memories are flooding back this week for the four.
Camarena once ate too much before a youth-league
game and wasn’t allowed to play because he weighed too

much for the division. He tried to run it off.
“I was trying to sweat it all out,” he said.
Another year, Calderon almost didn’t get signed up in
time to play.
And, Hernandez Jr., once broke his collarbone, so
Calderon stepped in to play in his place.
Hernandez Jr. recalled a youth-league tournament in
Las Vegas in 2015 and how fun it was to be together as
the winner of it all.
The four agreed that their favorite moment was a
2014 state playoff berth in youth football and playing in
Arizona State University’s Sun Devil Stadium.
“Getting to that championship and running through
the Pat Tillman Tunnel” was special, Calderon said.
Their victory led to a trip to Florida, where they
placed fourth in the national championships.
As they moved on to high school, open enrollment in
the Tempe Union High School District presented Updyke
with a choice. Corona del Sol was his home school. He
had friends and knew coaches at Mountain Pointe. Yet his
three buddies were going to Marcos.
He chose to stay with them.
All four are having outstanding senior seasons.
Hernandez Jr., the Padres’ quarterback, in six games
has completed 70 of 121 passes for 1,017 yards and 13
touchdowns.
Among his favorite targets are Updyke (31 catches,
480 yards, 15.5-yard average and 9 touchdowns) and

Camarena (4 catches, 115 yards, 28.8-yard average).
Calderon is a bruising running back with 613 yards on
96 carries (6.4-yard average) for 102 yards a game.
There was a long silence as each pondered what might
come next.
Updyke is hoping to get an offer to play and continue
his education at Northern Arizona in sports medicine.
Camarena talked about attending trade school and
working with his dad and brothers.
Calderon wants to further his education at NAU and
become an accountant or engineer, although he has not
ruled out playing football at a community college.
Hernandez, Jr., might play at a community college or
pursue an engineering degree at NAU.
Hernandez, Sr., wants to keep coaching at Marcos
alongside head coach Anthony Figueroa and rebuild the
team into a state-championship contender. He also is
hoping to continue coaching Updyke’s little brother’s flag
football team.
“Keep it rolling,” Hernandez Sr., said of the tradition.
While friendship and camaraderie always will be at
the forefront of youth sports, parents, too, establish
bonds with the players and coaches along the way.
“As parents we have been lucky enough to be a part
of it all,” said Lisa Updyke, Nico’s mom. “We all have
vacationed and enjoyed holidays together, and just plain
old hung out on the weekends. We have become family
versus just a parent who has a kid on the team.”
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Ride with the
No. 1 car insurer
in Arizona.

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

1708164

With competitive rates and
personal service, it’s no
wonder more drivers trust
State Farm®. As your local
agent, I’m here to help life
go right.®
LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
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2 high school football
teams make playoffs;
another likely to get in
Wrangler News Staff

It has been a banner year for
South Tempe-West Chandler high
school football teams.
Marcos de Niza is the No. 10
seed in Class 4A and Valley Christian
is No. 8 in 3A in their respective
playoffs play-in round Nov. 20, the
Arizona Interscholastic Association
has announced.
Undefeated Corona del Sol puts
it record on the line Friday in its
6A regular-season finale at Mesa
Mountain View (6-1). The Aztecs
(7-0) are all but a lock to be selected
for post-season play.
What remains to be seen is
whether Corona makes the Open
Division field, reserved for the top
eight teams in the state pulled from
Classes 6A, 5A and 4A, or whether it
is sent to the eight-team 6A playoff
bracket as perhaps the top seed.

Corona finds out Nov. 21 whether it is in the Open Division playoffs or Class 6A field.
		
— Photo courtesy Kris Cartright/kriscartwright.smugmug.com

Open Division and Class 6A
brackets will be announced by the
AIA on Nov. 21.
Strength of schedule could bite
even an undefeated Corona for an
Open Division bid. There are teams
ranked ahead of it with a loss or two
based on schedule strength.
Tenth-seeded Marcos de Niza
(4-3) visits No. 7 Northwest
Christian (4-2) at 7 p.m. on Friday in

the 4A play-in round.
No. 8 Valley Christian (6-1) plays
host to traditional White Mountains
power Eager Round Valley (5-2), the
No. 9 seed, at 7 p.m. on Friday in the
3A play-in round.
Friday’s eight winners in 4A
and 3A will be reseeded into their
respective classification playoff
brackets for the round of 8.

LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND
MOUTHWATERING FOOD
If you think you have been to a Mexican
restaurant lately you probably need to
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana.
The fare is authentic Mexican, and
when we say authentic, we mean it!
Upon entering, you’ll be dazzled by the
colorful décor, beautiful tables and
chairs, Mexican painted murals,
colorful banners hanging from the
ceiling and beautiful art.

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing
throughout the eatery will make this
your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give
La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great
food, awesome salsa, great service and
amazing ambience. Don’t forget happy
hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every day
with $2 beer (domestic and imports)
and $3 margaritas.
This place is a must. The ﬂavorful salsa,
the delicious margaritas, the
extraordinary and well-priced food will
deﬁnitely keep you coming back.
Check out our menu or order online at
juanashouse.com

1805 E Elliot Road, Tempe • Pollack Cinemas Center • 480-820-0837

December 2020

Tempe: Here to help
New emergency rent,
mortgage funds available
Residents impacted financially by the COVID19 pandemic can apply for nearly $2 million in
emergency rent and mortgage assistance available
through the City of Tempe. Eligible residents can
receive assistance for six months or a maximum of
$10,000. Funds can be used to pay back rent. The
assistance is being made available through CARES
Act funding.
Residents must meet certain qualifications,
including but not limited to:
• Live and work in Tempe
• Have been financially impacted by COVID-19
• Have income at or below 80% of the area
median income
• Not already living in a unit subsidized through
programs like Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8)
• Landlord must be willing to sign a contract with
the City of Tempe
Find more details and how to apply at tempe.
gov/housing.

Behind on your city water bill?
Are you having trouble paying your Tempe water
and sewer bill? You’re not alone. While the city is not
allowed to waive delinquent water/sewer account
balances, we can work with you on a payment plan
and ideas for resources that can help.
Water shutoffs have temporarily been suspended
by the city and it is not yet clear when they when they
will be reinstated, so if your account is delinquent,
try to work on that balance today!

Get help stretching your dollars when you:
• Call our customer service representatives at
480-350-8361 to create a payment plan for your
water bill. We have flexible options.
• Apply for funds for rent and electricity bills
through Tempe Community Action Agency (TCAA).
Apply now because TCAA’s COVID-19 relief funds
expire Dec. 18. Visit tempeaction.org/programs
or call 480-389-1375 to apply.
In addition, the City of Tempe offers emergency
rent and mortgage assistance to residents impacted
by COVID-19.
Residents must meet income and other
qualifications: tempe.gov/housing.
If you secure one of these types of funding, you
can use the money you otherwise would have applied
to rent and electricity to focus on paying down your
city water/sewer bill.
• Connect with our Financial Navigator. This is a
no-cost city service for anyone impacted financially
by COVID-19. Get help finding resources, working
with creditors and maximizing your income.
Set up a one-on-one phone call at tempe.gov/
CARE7. Find more resources, including counseling,
food pantries, parenting classes and more at tempe.
gov/GetHelp.

Holiday solid waste collection dates

Take the WaterSmart Challenge

Heed ‘No Burn Day’ warnings

Take part in the WaterSmart Challenge by
registering for the WaterSmart Customer Portal
today.
Once you do, you’ll be automatically included in
a monthly drawing to win a $50 gift card to a local
Tempe business.
Registration gives you access to high water usage
alerts, hourly and daily water usage information,
conservation tips and more.
Visit tempe.gov/WaterSmart to register and
learn more.

The Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality regularly conducts tests on particulate matter
(PM) to ensure our air quality meets federal and
state guidelines. On days when PM is expected to be
too high, a health watch or high pollution advisory
is issued, resulting in a No Burn Day. Residents are
not allowed to burn wood in their fireplaces, stoves,
chimneys and fire pits on these days. Gas or electric
fireplaces are fine to use. Check out tempe.gov/
AirQuality and visit www.cleanairmakemore.
com to sign up for No Burn Day alerts.

Tempe wants residents to know about solid
waste collection days this holiday season. This
year, Thanksgiving falls on Thursday, Nov. 26, and
Tempe’s solid waste crews have volunteered to work
on that day. There will be no impact to your normal
Thursday collection day. Christmas Day is Friday,
Dec. 25, and on Fridays there are no solid waste
collection pick-ups
Finally, New Year’s Day is Friday, Jan. 1, and it
will also not be affected. All other collection days will
remain the same. You can always call Tempe 311 at
480-350-4311 if you have questions or visit tempe.
gov/SMART.

Tempe Zero Waste Day
The city is holding the next Zero Waste Day
on Saturday, Jan. 30, from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the
Tempe Fire Training Facility, 1340 E. University
Drive. Residents can drop off items that cannot
go in blue recycling bins. Bring proof of Tempe
or Guadalupe residency through a driver’s license
or utility bill. Building supplies, plastic bags and
Styrofoam will not be accepted at this event. Visit
tempe.gov/ZeroWaste for more information.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Tempe has a mask requirement in public places and encourages physical distancing,
hand washing and sanitizing surfaces. For information on the city’s coronavirus response efforts,
visit tempe.gov/reopening, tempe.gov/coronavirus, or call Tempe 311 on weekdays at 480-350-4311.
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Wrangler Classifieds • 30 words/2 issues/$20
Place your ad at wranglernews.com or call 480-966-0837

For Sale

Drywall, Stucco and paint—Call or text for a free estimate: 480-215-3373.

Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair

All textures perfect match. Compare our prices to non-licensed contractors.

with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also

Discount for vets and teachers. 11/20

welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL (480) 814-1588. 10/20

Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced. Prompt

Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service, GREEN pool

carpet/ tile. Appliances included, Pool/gated covered parking. More Info

professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for evenings

Clean-ups , the only company where the owner has a degree in hydrology!

Text 602-469-8834 refer to condo. 11/20

and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610. 11/20

Insured, Certified Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 480-

Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call

694-1158. 12/20

Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do it all.

Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of

Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20 years’

construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ

experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free Estimates.

rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love

9/21

small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC

Hayden Square Condo FSBO 2BED/2BATH 1034 sq.ft. Remodeled spring
of 2019. Granite counter tops. Recessed lighting, Ceiling fans, Shutters,

Help Wanted
Great Harvest Bread Co is looking for both customer service and baking
team members. Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in and fill out an
application 1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe

Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance.
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans,
fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable. 25

Services

years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call Ron
480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599. 10/20

#112275. 11/20
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor,
Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at www.
englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 189470
Call today for a free estimate 480-603-8813. 12/20

ALTCS/Medicaid-AZ Long-Term Care System — Need help to pay

House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving the Valley for

for Long-Term Care? Stay in your home, have your unlicensed family

Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and Reliability. All Supplies

member(s) be paid by Arizona-ALTCS to provide your needed care! Call/

repairs and so much more! We are your one-stop shop for all your home

Furnished. Excellent references. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000 1/21

improvement needs. Free estimates. Licensed. Bonded. Insured. ROC

House Cleaning — Need help cleaning? Don’t have time, or don’t

#228281 480-999-1385. 11/20

want to spend your days off cleaning? I’m here to help. Trustworthy,

Sprinkler & Drip Repair—AQUA MASTERS Specializing In: System Check-

reliable, honest, friendly, dedicated with references upon request!

Ups; Valves, Heads, Timers; Leak Detection; Wire Locating and Trouble-

Personaltouchcleaning.info 480-331-5234 Call for FREE Estimate. 480-

shooting; Brown Spots & Low Pressure Problems; 30+Years’ Experience,

Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger

838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 12/20

Quality Service; 480-478-0073 www.AquamastersAz.com 1/21

480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. Bond.

House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING – Not enough time

Tree & Yard Clean-Up—Tree Trimming, Yard Clean-up, Weeding, Pruning,

Ins. 11/20
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work, slabs,
footings, pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping. Tempe based since
1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.
net. Lic, bonded and Ins. 11/20

in a day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super dependable.

Text 480-203-9592 or Visit ALTCSecrets.com 9/21
Cabinets—We can guide you through the new cabinet process for your
kitchen, bath or laundry room; call Jim @ 602-825-2580; Red Rock Cabinet
Co. 1/21
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical,

Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday
throughout the year to 20,000 homes & rack locations in
Tempe & Chandler

‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’
TEMPE & WEST CHANDLER

WRANGLER

NEWS
THE PLACE WE CALL HOME

— Phoenix magazine

Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. References avail.

Desert Landscaping, Removal & Hauling of Anything; Reasonable, Reliable,
Prompt. Saia 480-201-8966 11/20

20 years’ experience Bonded – AG0601, insured-46871. It’s a CLEAR
choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027. 11/20
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Janie Magruder, Lee Shappell
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Remodeling — Infinity Remodel specializing in Tempe home remodels,

We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to
call with article suggestions. We accept manuscripts and
photographs from area residents about topics of interest to our
community. Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.”

CALL US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP
YOU PROMOTE YOUR TEMPE AND
WEST CHANDLER ENDEAVORS
Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the writer and not
necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC. Acceptance of advertising does not
constitute an endorsement of the described products or services. We reserve the right to
reject advertising or other content that we feel does not meet the needs or interests of
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To place a vacation stop and for other delivery requests, send email to editor@
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recent issues, along with a searchable database of past articles and a complete Media Kit
with rates & information, are available at www.WranglerNews.com.
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Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood Businesses you know
Complete Lawn Service
& Weed Control
Starting @ $60/Month!
• One Month Free Service
• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.
• Call or Text for a Free Quote

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

D

Paint, Drywall &
Wall Covering
Commercial & Residential

Whether it’s your
home or your office,
you name it,
we’ll paint it.

480-326-0851

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!
FREE INSTALLATION

*SOME EXCEPTIONS

• EASY DEPLOYMENT
• WINDSHIELD MOUNTED
• REDUCES UP TO 50˚
• NO STORING

FACTORY
OUTLET STORE

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5
D A S H D E S I G N S .C O M

Tree Trimming,

Yard Cleanup,
Weeding, Pruning,
Desert Landscaping,
Removal & Hauling of Anything.

Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair

⁴⁸⁰ ⁶⁹⁴ ¹¹⁵⁸

*Weekly Service *Equipment Repair/
Replacement GREEN Pool
Clean-Ups Call today for free water
quality assessment
¹⁰% off all drains
No worries, just jump in!

Time for an
UPGRADE?
We install doors and windows
Start energy-saving today!

R. CHILD

CUSTOM CARPENTRY
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

Licensed, bonded & insured

480-215-3373

HANDYMAN

Call John
480-772-7649 cell

Not a licensed contractor

REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time,
hire a quality, licensed contractor with
30 years experience.

Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES

R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373

RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Visit us online at
www.englishbuilding.net

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring
Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More

RON MINER

480-233-1834
480-736-1599

Not a licensed contractor

Jennifers,

House Cleaning

Quality Professional Cleaning

480.833.1027
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

20 Years Experience-Bonded & Insured

Reasonable Reliable & Prompt

Semi-Retired
General Contractor
Need small jobs done
around the house?

GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
ELECTRICAL
FAN INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING
CARPENTRY
HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

REMODELING / ADDITIONS

Call for a FREE estimate
Owner, Paul English

480-603-8813

Not Enough Time in the day? Call

Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Unlimited Tree Trimming
& Yard Cleanup
WE DO COMPLETE

Your Honey-Do
HANDYMAN

Full Remodels
Kitchen / Bath
Flooring
Licensed, Bonded
Painting
and Insured
Infinity Property Services, LLC
ROC #228281
HVAC
Electrical / Plumbing

This space is

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Garage Door
SERVICE

• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured
not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

ROOFING
Maintenance starting
at $250. Free Estimates
on Re-roofs.

480-446-7663

Spencer 4 Hire Roofing
Lic #244850

• Kitchen • Bathroom
• Office • Laundry

FREE CABINET DESIGN
Redrockcabinets.com
Visit our showroom @
5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2
Chandler - 85226

602.825.2580
This space is

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

ERNIE
BUYS
HOUSES
FOR
CASH!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

This space is

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Any Situation or Condition
Quick Close - As-Is!
No Fees Or Commissions!

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

AVAILABLE!

480-999-1385

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

AVAILABLE!

This space is

w w w.I nfinit yRemo del.com

AVAILABLE!

This space is

Erniebuyscash@Gmail.com
480-877-9887
J.A.K. Construction Inc.

Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
Vinyl Siding
• Overhang
trim/eaves

• Replacement
Windows
• AZ Rooms
Kyrene Corridor
Residents

Locally Owned
and Operated

480-820-8711

jakconstructioninc.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

Announcements appearing
in our Neighborhood Services
section are placed by local business owners who want to be a
reliable go-to source that you
can trust now and in the future.
Ads in this section appear in 6
consecutive issues at a cost of
$150, plus tax, which includes an
accompanying classified ad at no
additional charge. Call 480-9660837 for information.
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Emerging Issues Forum:
Building Workplace Diversity and Inclusion

2021 Mentoring Program
Applications are Open

On December 11th beginning at 8:00 a.m., Emerging Issues Forum,
sponsored by SRP, brings together a panel of diversity and inclusion
leaders from different industry sectors to share tangible ways they have
advocated for equity in their workplace. Moderated by Jonae Harrison,
City of Tempe Diversity & Inclusion Manager, the program will identify
ideas and tips attendees can incorporate into improving the culture within
their organizations.

The Tempe Chamber of Commerce and its Women
in Business Council announce the 2021 Mentoring
Program.

This event is an online webinar. To register or learn more, contact
events@tempechamber.org.

Throughout the program, participants will gain an
understanding of their true self through assessments
and workshops. They will learn how to assess their
values, create a vision for their life and career, and live
with purpose and passion.
The Mentoring Program will take place from February
through April 2021, and culminate with a graduation
ceremony at the 2021 Leadership Conference in May.

Sponsored by

Mentors and Proteges can apply now through
December 15, 2021. For a comprehensive review of the
program and application links, visit
tempechamber.org/women-business-council.

Make Tempe your home for the holidays!
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Post-holiday cleanup crew branches out to make Christmas brighter for needy families
By Noah Kutz

F

ake trees? Forget about them. Those plastic
branches and metal spines may be hasslefree, but nothing can replace the aroma of
genuine pine and that cozy-Christmas feeling a real
tree provides when ornaments are hung on each
branch — even if cleaning up afterward often raises
assurances like, “This is the last year we’re doing
this!”
But what if you didn’t have to haul the bulky
(and pokey) item out of your home and clean up the
gazillions of tiny needles all over the living room
floor?
That’s the question Connor Hogan and Dillon
Newgaard answered when they launched their local
business just after high school four years ago. If your Christmas tree cleanup entrepreneurs, from left, Connor Hogan,
life has ever felt like the black-and-white portion of Morgan Taylor, Cole Newgaard and Dillon Newgaard.
an “As Seen On TV” commercial while you lugged
a dead tree through the house and into an already
against coronavirus and ensure a contactless job.
overstuffed vehicle, then a newly formed collaboration,
However, if you prefer to take care of your living room
Valley Christmas Tree Removal, may be the solution.
on your own, the team will perform a curbside pickup
Even better: Along the way, you may also be helping a
(for a lesser price) and sweep the sidewalk when they’ve
family in need.
finished.
For what they call affordable prices, Connor and
Additionally, instead of providing these services only
Dillon, now full-time ASU students, will come to
to people who have Christmas trees, the cleanup duo
your home with their team of young tree-dismantling
wanted to give something back to some families in the
specialists and take the sagging sapling directly from your community who have been struggling this year.
living room and haul it to a recycling center for mulching.
“I took Christmas for granted because we had a tree
Once that job is done, they’ll vacuum the rest of the
every year,” says Hogan, who grew up with Newgaard in
mess and leave the premises without any trace of what
the Ahwatukee area. “I never want a mother or father
previously could be described as holiday chaos.
to have to choose between affording a Christmas tree or
This year, to assure their customers who may worry
presents for their kids for the holidays,” he says.
about possible health hazards, they’ve taken precautions
In order to combat any such issues, their enterprise,

Valley Christmas Tree Removal, has partnered with
Randy Fitch, a local vendor, to donate Christmas trees
from his lot at 32nd Street and Chandler Boulevard,
and provide cleanup services after the holiday.
The fully decorated trees will go to needy families,
with an emphasis on those who have suffered from
coronavirus — physically, economically or any other
way — and who have been nominated to the company
via its website or social media.
To add to that, the service’s creative team has
designed commemorative ornaments which can be
purchased as donations, with proceeds going toward
providing more trees and decorations for more families
in need.
To nominate a family or make an ornament
donation, visit ValleyChristmas.com and select
“Christmas Tree Donations” in the menu.
Valley residents may also schedule their own treeremoval service on the website as of Nov. 20, with prices
of approximately $20 for curbside-only service and $30
for in-home pickup (prices vary per zip code).
If the hassle of purchasing a live Christmas tree
always seemed too much to handle, perhaps Valley
Christmas Tree Removal can help alleviate the stress this
season. And, if you have a plastic tree, they just might get
rid of that for you, too.
Editor’s note: Noah Kutz wrote regularly for Wrangler
News until the start of his final semester at ASU, when the
combination an extra-heavy load of graduation requirements,
virtual classes and the rigors of Marine Corps’ pre-officer
training forced him to refocus his priorities. We still hear from
him regularly, and welcome his contributions, irregular as
they now may be.

Commentary. . . by Sandy Lowe
To my Tempe Union Community,
I want to sincerely thank you for giving me the honor to
serve on the Tempe Union High School Governing Board for
eight years. I am proud of everything we accomplished and am
thankful to our dedicated staff and generous community for all
you do for our students. I appreciate how kind and welcoming
our district, our school sites and our community have been to
me.
A special thank you to those that have reached out to me
in the last few days with your thoughtful concern and love. I
feel the same. While disappointed with the results, I was not
surprised. I was the only candidate whose name was not on our
Legislative District Republican or Democrat websites because
I believe with my whole heart, school board positions are nonpartisan, and candidates should be elected on their experience
not party affiliation. I am thankful and proud of the 30,000+
community members who voted for me from across the aisle
and across the District.
I want to thank all the candidates for keeping our
campaigns civil, which is commendable in today’s world. To my
existing board members and all the past members I have served
with, it’s truly been an honor and privilege to work together
with you for the good of our students. Congratulations to

Berdetta Hodge, Sarah Lindsey James and Armando Montero
for winning a seat on the Tempe Union Board. I sincerely wish
you the best in this new, wonderful chapter of your life.
As I have said many times, I believe in the expertise of our
educators, support staff and leaders and hope that whoever is
on our board will consult with them often and give thoughtful
consideration to their expertise.
I also understand it is critical that all stakeholders have a
role in providing input in decisions. We must work together
respectfully and give thoughtful consideration to all input, even
if we disagree with their perspective. I have occasionally seen
the struggle some board members have had in supporting a
decision because of their different political, religious or general
beliefs, but thankfully this never prevented them from doing
the right thing for our students.
Finally, I want to share an observation with the hope that
readers don’t assume it’s because I lost this election. I have
seen, in the last 3 election cycles across our state, a pattern
where school board members are sometimes elected almost
exclusively based on political party rather than their experience
and qualifications for these positions.
Not discounting the important experiences we have had
as students, parents or teachers, might it be more beneficial

if interested candidates first became involved with a District
by serving on a stakeholder committee dealing with budgets,
hiring and retaining qualified staff or providing academic
excellence? Might this experience provide them with even an
inkling of what truly is involved in being a school board member
and the important, sometimes unique issues Districts face? If
board members are truly the stewards for our children, we must
return to a time when relevant qualifications and experience
are at least given equal consideration in the election of these
important roles.
With that said, I am optimistic about Tempe Union and
its future in providing excellence in education. I believe our
new board will continue to make decisions which focus on
providing quality education to all students. We are one of the
best districts in Arizona because of all of you, and I care deeply
about you and wish only the best for our staff, students and
community.
My eight years on this board have truly been a joy and I am
a better person because of it. I will never forget the wonderful
District leadership as well as our principals, educators, support
staff and community I have met and worked with on issues.
With much love and respect, thank you for honoring and
trusting me as your Governing Board member.

“Call Us First”
Patti Agnew

480-797-2892

Scott Agnew

We give you a direct cash offer.

Concierge Service.

We’ll buy your house,
no hassle, quick cash.

We loan you the money
to stage your house to
sell for top dollar.

Keller Mortgage
“Zero Cost”

Traditional MLS listing.

List with us to put
Save Thousands Buying
the most money
Your Dream Home.
in your pocket at closing.
Scott and Patti are on your side during COVID-19

