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HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

Local families fear
the worst for their
starving loved ones

Editor’s note: The names of the three expatriates
have been changed due to security concerns for
relatives still living in their Venezuelan homeland.

Dallas
memorial
7/9/16
— Anonymous

New faces
School starts Monday, Aug. 1, and the
new faces won't belong only to kids
starting kindergarten or arriving from
other communities or neighborhoods.
Dr. Jan Vesely takes over as new
superintendent of the Kyrene School
District, with a helping hand from
Laura Toenjes, who becomes assistant
superintendent.

Both have deep educational roots in
Arizona. In the Tempe Elementary School
District, new staff, new programs and new
opportunities will be in store.
And, in our local high schools, some
new principals also will be taking over
on Aug. 1.
You'll find more on the Kyrene changes
on Pages 17-18 & 23 of this issue. Look for
high school staffing updates in our next
(Aug. 6) edition.

A

s the crisis in Venezuela continues
to escalate, three people who fled
their economically crumbling
nation and have taken refuge in Tempe
and West Chandler have expressed their
fears over rapidly deteriorating and
increasingly dangerous conditions.
Javier Cortez and Marina Gomez,
siblings, with their friend Teresa Rodriguez, left
Venezuela before political and social catastrophe
struck, but remain in frequent contact with their
loved ones who still live there, many of them
in Judibana, the small town where the three
immigrants grew up.
“Judibana used to be a paradise,” Gomez said.
Venezuelans protest dwindling availability of food, other necessities.

—

Photo courtesy Venezuela 24 News

What to do if you see something suspicious
Ex-officer advises when to ‘say something’ and to whom

O

rlando. Istanbul. San Bernadino.
Paris. As terror attacks become
more commonplace, the oft-repeated
catchphrase “See something, say something”
has Tempe and West Chandler residents
wondering: What exactly does it mean?
Don Black, a former El Paso, Texas,
police sergeant, was born and raised in
Chandler but spent 30 years living and
working in Texas. He returned to West
Chandler with his family two years ago after
retiring from the police department and sat
down with Wrangler News to discuss the
“See something, say something” national
campaign.

By Don Kirkland
Commentary
hen I was in
high school
in L.A. in the
mid-1950s, the popular
TV show “Leave It To
Beaver” pretty much
characterized our lives
as teenagers.
Ward, June, Wally
and The Beav, along
with their real-world
counterparts, comprised
most of the families we
knew and, in the latter
example, hung out with.
Oh, sure, there were
some kids we considered
unhip
(read Eddie
Haskell and
Lumpy),
but I don’t
recall that
we spent
much time
thinking
about them or giving
them a hard time
because of their heritage,
their appearance or
how they fit (or didn’t)
into what we thought
normalcy should look
like.
That was how things
were more than 50 years
ago, if you do the math.
Today’s environment
is so markedly different
for teens and their
parents that one might

W

By Joyce Coronel

— CRISIS, Page 23

Transgender
bathrooms
not the only
diversity issue
facing schools

Tempe police encourage, and welcome, citizen contact.

Black framed the discussion by
recalling the terror attacks of 9/11 and the
heightened state of alert across the country

as police agencies hunkered down.
“A lot of us were posted at crucial sites
throughout the city. We all had the same
concerns—things like water treatment
plants, anything that would be a value to
the well-being of the community,” Black
said.
On 9/11, citizens reported that they
had observed someone tampering with the
city’s water-treatment facility. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation contacted the El
Paso police department.
“The locks were cut,” Black said of
— REPORT, Page 8

— DIVERSITY, Page 10
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Downtown Chandler salutes businesses,
hails police, fire for keeping area safe

A

family coffee-growing legacy
dating back to 1920 has been
named Business of the Year by
the Downtown Chandler Community
Partnership. The honor, announced at
the organization's annual breakfast,
honored Peixoto Coffee for its role in
helping to make Historic Downtown
Chandler a more inviting, more
vibrant, more unique destination.
Sponsored by APS and the Crowne
Plaza San Marcos Golf Resort, the
award recognized, in addition to
Peixoto Coffee, these honorees:
Volunteer of the Year — Paul Last;
Advocate of the Year — Jason
Black, TechShop Chandler; and
Lifetime Achievement — Eric
Faulhaber, Vision Gallery.
Beth Fiorenza, DCCP's executive
director, noted that as Chandler's
downtown advances its qualities as
a destination, growth continues at a
rapid pace.
“The DCCP has many to thank for
creating a vibrant downtown," said
Fiorenza. "Julia Peixoto Peters and Jeff
Peters have embraced the Downtown
community in a way that we just can’t
describe—it’s like they have been here
forever. In their time here, Peixoto has
been a major contributor to the success

of Downtown Chandler.”  
The breakfast also included
an announcement that DCCP is
coordinating a summer food drive
in July for Chandler Christian
Community Center and has earmarked
drop-off locations.
DCCP's thanks also went to the
Chandler Police and Fire departments
for keeping people in the community
safe, adding that people can now text
the police non-emergency number
(480-782-4130) for any suspicious
activity. Her organization has adopted
the “If you see something, say
something" campaign, Fiorenza noted.
Ed Hines, DCCP’s board president,
emphasized the importance of being
alert because “a safe environment is
the utmost importance to all of us that
spend time and work in the Downtown
and we encourage the patrons of the
Downtown to always keep their eyes
and ears open to keep the community
safe.”
DCCP's mission is to mobilize
leadership and resources to advance
the development of downtown
Chandler as a regional destination
for shopping, dining, living,
culture, and the arts. Information:
Downtownchandler.org.
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Ralph Remington, new deputy director of arts and culture for Tempe, has big plans for building the
theater program and giving the city a whole new arts scene.
— Tempe Center for the Arts for Wrangler News

Actor's Equity veteran takes
a bow at Tempe Arts Center
By M.V. Moorhead

“

You know how they
say Arizona’s a dry
heat?” asks Ralph
Remington. “Well,
Minnesota is a ‘dry cold.’
It isn’t like in New York
and Philly, where it
blows in, and it’s rainy
and it goes to your bones.”
I’m prepared to take Remington’s
word for the relative tolerability of the
winters in Minnesota, the region he
thinks of as home, compared to the
winters in the northeast.
But it must be admitted, at least,
that the new Artistic Director of
Tempe Center for the Arts speaks from
experience:
He’s lived and worked in all of those
places and more, and he brings his
impressive resume to his new position.
Or, rather, to his new positions:
Remington is also Deputy Director of
Arts and Culture for the city of Tempe.
Thus his duties will also include
overseeing the Tempe History Museum
and the Edna Vihel Center for the
Arts, as well as the town’s public art
projects.
“I’m grounded in theatre
and political activism,” says the
Philadelphia native and Howard
University graduate, having had a long
career as an actor, director, playwright
and theatre administrator.

But his experience has also
prepared him for the broad scope of
his responsibilities in Tempe, whether
aesthetic, civic or political: “I was a city
councilman in Minneapolis, and was
involved in some public art projects
there.”
Remington was also the founder
of the Pillsbury House Theatre in
Minneapolis, at which, he notes, “We
had visual arts programs, painting
and pottery, and a dance program as
well.” He has served as an Assistant
Executive Director of Actors’ Equity
Association, a director of outreach
programs for the prestigious Arena
Stage in Washington, D.C., and the
Director of Theatre and Musical
Theatre for the National Endowment
for the Arts.
So, what does Remington plan to do
with this track record in service of the
Tempe Center for the Arts?
“What we need to do is build out
the theatre program,” he says. “So
far the TCA has largely been a rental
space. It’s been going really well; we
turn people away because the space is
in such demand.”
Remington, however, wants to give
Tempe her own arts scene. He looks
forward to involving TCA in “new
play development, by the newest,
brightest playwrights in America, and
choreographers, and musical groups.
You want to have [these productions]
overlap, so that it’s not just one after
the other, but the dance companies get
exposed to the plays.”
— ARTS, Page 15

Expires 8/15/16.
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Chandler budget overview: Fiscal strength, low-cost services
By Jay Tibshraeny
Commentary

C

handler’s strong economic
foundation is the product of
careful financial planning that
spans several decades, resulting from
policies that have been strictly adhered
to by council members and city staff
who residents have entrusted with their
tax dollars.
It’s one of the reasons
that this year’s budget
theme is “Fiscal Strength
and Low-Cost Services.”
I am proud to report
that this plan contains
a proposal for a slight
decrease to the city property tax rate
and no increases in the city sales tax
rate. However, as in years past, we
remain guarded in our forecast.
At the same time, I am optimistic
about the direction toward which the
city continues to move.
The 2016-17 budget, adopted by
the Council on June 9, shows a slight
increase from the prior year, and we
again are able to fund new parks and
amenities, develop infrastructure,

deliver quality services and maintain our
roads and utility systems.
We continue to be among the lowest
of all Valley cities for resident costs.
We celebrated many successes over
the past year, including the dedication
of the Downtown Stage, our Veterans
Memorial and Citrus Vista Park, while
rededicating Folley Park after significant
upgrades.
We continue to construct and widen
roads in south Chandler, aggressively
maintain and improve others, while
undertaking some significant new utility
projects vital to our future growth.
We continue to focus on
neighborhoods and celebrate residents.
My Listening Tour continues and
seems to grow in popularity with each
stop. In April we announced our third
annual Neighborhood Excellence award
winners, and my Teen Leadership
Academy graduated a second strong
class in March.
We welcomed many new businesses
to Chandler, including the FedEx
Distribution Center near the airport,
as well as the Ride Now, Porsche and
Earnhardt Cadillac dealership at our
Auto Mall.

We also welcomed the Google
Autonomous Car project in Chandler,
joining just three other cities across the
nation for the testing of the next wave of
driverless car technology.
Thanks to our management team and
budget staff for their dedicated work
to prepare a prudent, sensible plan.
This financial roadmap is the product
of a long and transparent process—and
many hours of work on the part of our
city staff, the City Council, and the
residents of Chandler.
Through public meetings, surveys
and our popular Budget Connect online
forum, we have developed a sustainable
fiscal blueprint that this community can
take great pride in—all reasons why we
have been able to maintain AAA bond
ratings from all three rating agencies.
Thanks also to my fellow city
councilmembers. They remain, as do I,
committed to an unparalleled quality of
life for our city and residents.
We live in a tremendous community
— one that exemplifies this year’s theme
to its core.
We truly are a city of “Fiscal Strength
and Low-Cost Services.”
— Jay Tibrshraeny is mayor of Chandler

New programming
unveiled by Grace
Christian Academy
A Tempe Christian
school that’s been educating
students according to
biblical principles for 40
years throws open its doors
Wednesday, Aug. 3 with new
programming and a growing
student body.
Kelvin Inouye,
administrator at Grace
Christian Academy, said
190 students are enrolled so
far but there’s still room for
more.
“We’re excited to offer
an alternative to public and
charter schools in Tempe,”
Inouye said. “We offer a wellrounded program with strong
academics."
Students also have an
opportunity to participate in
chapel each week as well as
service projects, sports, music
and drama. Information:
gracechristian.academy,
480-966-5022.
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Arts Center's youth advisory council opens
a pathway to successful, productive futures

A

rt Works: It’s a call to action
by the Washington, D.C.-based
National Endowment for the
Arts, which uses the simple, two-word
proclamation to describe an ongoing
arts enrichment campaign that has
grown to nationwide stature.
Its purpose, say organizers, is to
fund, promote and strengthen the
creative capacity of communities by
providing diverse opportunities for
arts participation.
The message hasn’t been lost on
Chandler’s arts visionaries.
A group organized by Chandler
Center for the Arts once again will
be offering the city’s Youth Advisory
Council program to teens who not only
have an interest in the arts but who
see the value of developing leadership
skills as they get closer to adulthood.
West Chandler teen Nick Iwanski
was quick to endorse the program,
saying it opened multiple doors to
what he sees as an exciting, productive
future. His opinion: "I loved it."
Applications are being accepted
for the 2016-2017 session of the
council, during which teens will focus
on arts appreciation, community
service and leadership skills designed
to encourage them to become wellrounded community leaders as well as
advocates for the arts.
The council’s program, which
is free to participants Valleywide,
requires members to be 13-18 years
old and attending a public, private,
parochial, charter or home school.
Throughout the program, teens
serve for a year as members of a
Chandler Center for the Arts advisory
council. They engage in experiential
3-hour sessions from September
through February that are designed
to provide hands-on, real-world
leadership situations of a performing
arts center.

Teens complete the program having
gained increased knowledge of career
opportunities, financial responsibility,
leadership skills, small- and largegroup dynamics and public relations
and marketing.
The Youth Advisory Council
program is free to participants. Teens
are expected to miss no more than
three sessions during their term as
members. A certificate of completion is
awarded each teen at the conclusion of
the program year, and the class list will
be prominently displayed in the lobby.
Applications are accepted now
through early September. Interviews
are conducted on Sept. 14, and a
maximum of 15 teens are selected.
The program starts in September
and concludes in March.
Information and program
application: www.chandlercenter.
org/connecting-kidz/youth-advisorycouncil/youth-advisory-councilprogram

Exchange Club plans
a 9/11 fundraiser

T

empe's landmark Bogey’s
Sports Bar and Grill, 6463
S. Rural Road, will offer an
evening of entertainment to banish
the summer doldrums Saturday,
July 30, with a casino night to raise
money for the annual Healing Field
9/11 Memorial held every Sept. 11
at Tempe Beach Park. The event is
presented by The Exchange Club of
Tempe.
Tickets are $30 in advance,
$40 at the door, and include a buffet
dinner, two drink tickets, free casino
games with prizes, silent auction and
more. Information: http://bit.ly/
28L5f17.
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Report
From Page 1
the incident. “That’s an example of why people
should call.” Alerting law enforcement of suspicious
activity should not be thought of as a nuisance or
overreaction, Black said.
“People think, ‘It’s probably just kids messing
around,’ but as public safety employees, that’s our
job. You’re not going to be bothering the police by
picking up the telephone and saying something just
doesn’t seem right. That’s what the police get paid to
do,” Black said.
So what kinds of things should arouse suspicion?
If you’re out in a public area, especially large
gatherings, Black said, be on the lookout for
unattended items such as a suitcase, backpack,
briefcase or box—anything that might contain
potentially hazardous material.
“If you see something out of place in a public
area that has the potential to be dangerous, (the
— Continued on the facing page

State of
Cha-Ching.
Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com

Get discounts up to 40% *
Saving money is important.
That’s why you can count on
me to get you all the discounts
you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE .
CALL ME TODAY.
™

*Discounts and their availability may vary by state and eligibility requirements.
For more information, please see or call a State Farm agent.
1101216.1
State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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authorities) want you to call so they
can at least check it out,” Black said.
“The best case scenario is we get
there, we check it out, and it’s safe.”
As a field supervisor for 11 years
in a community close to the border
with Mexico, he said he was frequently
dispatched on such calls.
“Many times we responded because
of a package that was left on the
international bridge,” Black said.
“Most of the time, it was nothing,
but you know, is there a price for
human life?
You’ve got people out there on duty
being paid to perform a certain job
by the taxpayers who expect you to
protect them.”
It only takes one package, one
person to wreak destruction. Law
enforcement relies on citizens to keep
their eyes and ears open.
That was a point hammered
home by Molly Enright, a community
relations officer with the Tempe Police
Department.
“Community partnerships are
incredibly important because the
number of officers we have simply
cannot be everywhere all the time,”
Enright said. In a city of 165,000 where
the population roughly doubles each
day as people arrive for work, school
or other business, calls alerting police

to suspicious behavior are extremely
helpful, she said.
“I can’t tell you the number of times
that residents have called and said,
‘We don’t want to bother the police,
but we saw this person in the alley’ or
‘We heard something’ or ‘My neighbor
told me something,’ and as it turns
out that has led to a significant piece
of intelligence that helped us, whether
it was drug trafficking, a domestic
violence situation or planning for a
terrorist event,” Enright said.
Though she said she is not aware
of any thwarted terrorist attacks, she
said, “We get information on a daily
basis from residents that helps prevent
crime that otherwise would have likely
occurred.”
“Prompt and detailed reporting of
suspicious activities can help prevent
violent crimes or terrorist attacks.
"If you see suspicious activity,
please report it to your local law
enforcement department,” the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security
website states.
Information: dhs.gov
Tempe police non-emergency
number: 480-350-8311
Chandler police nonemergency number: 480-782-4130
— Joyce Coronel
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Diversity

Jill’s measured, and I felt thoughtful, response
was that high schools in the Tempe Union domain
are not working on the transgender question
exclusively but on the many-faceted tentacles of
diversity in their entirety.
Beyond that bit of conversation, she felt that the
district’s superintendent, Dr. Kenneth Baca, would be
the most articulate spokesman for what’s being done
in our local high schools; what if any resources may
be coming into play; and what realistic hopes are
being brought into focus for the long-range future.
She was right.
My request obviously wasn’t the first time Dr.
Baca has been asked about this issue nor the first
time he’s given it deep and, in my view, productive
thought.
In a few words, Dr. Baca expresses the notion
that today’s generation of teens looks at the world
entirely differently than did his (and, once again,
mine in 1950s-era L.A.). Nor does the transgender
evolution represent a stand-alone discussion but
rather has become part of a broader examination by
our educational leadership exploring the entire scope
of diversity-related challenges.
“We continue to address the diversity around us
to help ensure that all of our students feel safe and
understood and included,” Baca told me.
“We want to make it clear that it’s OK to be
different. We’re all human; we may look different, we
may act different but we share our commonality in
many ways.”
Editor’s note: Tempe Union High Schools have
announced they expect to have a newly filled
Director of Diversity hired in time for the start of
the 2016-17 school year.

From Page 1
think we’re living in another century—Oops: We are.
Which leads me also to realize that although we’ve
made huge strides in technology, medicine and other
scientific endeavors, our advances toward better
understanding the ranges of human diversity seem
not only less noteworthy but in many cases worse.
I regularly walk my dog for a couple of miles every
morning and use the time to catch up on the news,
thanks to my little pocket radio that stays tuned to
NPR. And, being a news junkie, I subscribe to two
papers: The Arizona Republic and The New York
Times.
I can’t help but take note of the abundance
of coverage involving the transgender-bathroom
hullaballoo, now expanded to include the entire
transgender phenomenon, which has drawn interest
from many sides: those who fear their children will
be exposed to an unnatural (and, if it were proven,
understandably undesired) likelihood of cross-gender
hanky-panky, along with those who see this new
transition simply as a controversy that has been
over-discussed, over-analyzed and seemingly way
overblown.
So all of these somewhat random thoughts
prompted me to call Jill Hanks, the Tempe Union
High School District’s public-information officer,
to learn just what exactly is happening in the world
of transgenderism in the hallways (and, not to lose
sight of the origins of this discussion, bathrooms)
at Corona del Sol, Marcos de Niza, McClintock and
Tempe high schools.

Kyrene School District
Back-to-School News
The first day of school is Monday, August 1, 2016
MEET THE TEACHER NIGHTS IN JULY
Elementary School Meet the Teacher Night: Wednesday, July 27 from 5:30 -7:00 p.m.
Middle School Meet the Teacher and Curriculum Night: Thursday, July 28 (times vary by grade levels; check school websites)
This is the night when your child will meet his/her teacher! You can also purchase PTO items, put money in your child’s
lunch account, drop off school supplies, etc. See the Community Education table for information on before and after-school
programs and classes.

BOUNDARIES AND BUS STOPS
Some Kyrene school boundaries have changed. As a result some bus stops will change.
Check updated bus routes at www.Kyrene.org/busroutes

OTHER BACK-TO-SCHOOL INFORMATION: www.kyrene.org/backtoschool
• eSubscribe to Newsletters
• Immunization Requirements

• Grade Level Supply Lists
• School Lunches – “www.MySchoolBucks.com”

| www.kyrene.org • 480-541-1000
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Sports
By Alex Zener

Corona wrestlers
hone their skills

W

restlers, like most high school
athletes, use their summer
vacation from school to
sharpen their skills against the best
competition they can find to further
their specific athletic development in
preparation for the high school season.
Most Corona wrestlers have such a
strong desire to be one of the athletes standing on the
state championship podium that they spend their off
season further developing their techniques.
“Our wrestlers have not let the spring and
summer pass without doing the things they know
will keep them in the fight for state wrestling titles
next season,” said head coach Jim Martinez.
“Several of our wrestlers have been competing in
tournaments within Arizona and outside the state to
— SPORTS, Page 12

Corona has seven wrestlers competing at the ASICS National Championships in Fargo, N.D., July 16-23. Front row, from
left: Cam Upshur, Cole Bernstein, Jacob Garcia Back: Vincent Dolce, Hunter Carmona, Nick Ruffalo, Brandon Konecny.
— Photo courtesy Jim Martinez

GYMNASTICS

May 31st - July 29th

Gymnastics, Dance, Sports, Games,
Arts and Crafts, Theme Weeks,
Half Day & Full Day Options Available

Fun And More!

455 E. Warner Rd., Chandler, AZ 85225

480-857-7335

1700 E. Elliot Rd. #9, Tempe, AZ 85284

480-557-0006

www.GoldMedalGym.com

RESERVE
YOUR SPOT
TODAY!
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Plumbing
Water Heaters • Faucets • Fixtures • R/O Systems
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electric

728

$

Total install price including labor,
tax, new ball valve
and two water flex.

$25
OFF
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FREE
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gain additional match experience.”
Four Corona wrestlers placed in their weight class
at the Arizona State Greco-Roman tournament held
earlier this summer. Zach Kvavle, entering only his
second year of high school this fall, took home the
first place trophy.
Kvavle, with a 32-14 record his freshman year and
a 6th place at the state tournament in the 106-pound
weight class, is working to make it onto the state
championship podium.
Hunter Carmona took second place. Carmona,
who finished third at the state tournament last
spring, will get his last chance at the championship
trophy this winter when he tries to improve on his
impressive 42-11 record as a junior.
Cam Upshur, with a third place at the GrecoRoman tournament, will be entering his junior year
this fall. He is striving to improve on his 37-11 record
and fifth place finish at state as a sophomore in the
113-pound category.
Jacob Santa Cruz was fifth at the Greco-Roman
tournament.
At the Arizona State Freestyle tournament held at
Highland High School, Kvavle again took first place
while Upshur and Carmona both finished in third
place.
Kvavle continued gaining match experience as
he traveled with the Arizona Dual Junior Freestyle/
Greco-Roman team during June and July where he
compiled an 11-1 record.
Kvavle competed at the Western Regional
Championships held June 28 in Pocatello, Idaho,
where he placed fifth in Greco-Roman, second in
Folkstyle and second in Freestyle, according to
Martinez.
Four wrestlers with plenty of match experience
are expected to join the Aztec wrestling program
this fall after transferring from Seton Catholic. “We

are happy to have join our team, after satisfying the
AIA half-season transfer rule, seniors Brandon
Konecny and Vincent Dolce, junior Jacob
Garcia and sophomore Bryce Nickel,” said
Martinez.
In addition to being a two-time DII state
champion, Konecny competed for Arizona at the
Junior Nationals Duals in Tulsa, Okla., where he
competed in both Freestyle and Greco Roman
tournaments.
Konecny, who is committed to wrestle for the Air
Force Academy when he graduated, was named to
the All-Tournament team in Tulsa in the 145-pound
weight class.
The three other transfers bring some valuable
skills and excellent match experience with them as
well.
Dolce is a state champion, Garcia was fourth at
state and Nickel placed fifth at state.
Although Corona students will be picking up
their books next week, six members of the wrestling
team have unfinished business to take care of before
classes start.
Kvavle, Upshur, Cole Bernstein, Dolce and
Garcia are preparing to compete at the ASICS
National Championships in Fargo, ND, July 16-23.

McClintock's Groves competes
at Western Regional finals
Marco Groves, the Chargers DII two-time state
champion, also traveled with the Arizona Dual Junior
Freestyle/Greco-Roman team where he competed at
145 pounds while in Pocatello, Idaho, June 28, at the
Western Regional Championships.
Groves, who won his first state championship as
a freshman in 2015 with a 47-4 record, was amazing
as a sophomore when he won his second straight
championship compiling a 62-0 record.
Groves, competing at the junior level in the 145pound weight class, finished second at the Western
Regionals. He is no doubt expected to do well at the
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ASICS National Championships in
Fargo next week.
Tempe All-City Awards —
Tempe’s All-City Award members held
their spring sports banquet recently
where athletes from the Tempe Union
High Schools received recognition for
their achievement in baseball, softball,
track and field and boys volleyball.
Marcos de Niza Awardees — Two
Padres received awards for baseball at
the banquet. Conner Woods, who
also pitched for the team, received the
award for the catcher position. Woods
was second on the team in batting
average at .436 with 17 runs on 34 hits
with 23 RBI’s and two home runs.
Nicholas Leach was recognized
for his play at middle infield but
contributes in all aspects of the game
for Marcos. As just a sophomore, he
led the team in batting average at .63
while at bat 95 times with 29 runs on
44 hits.
Sara Duncklee and Taylor
Delgado were recognized for softball.
Senior Duncklee for first base and
Delgado, just a freshman, for the
shortstop position.
McClintock Awardees — Gavin
Emerson was honored for his
volleyball skills while Mario Munoz
and Daniel Gorman for baseball.
Tempe High Awardees — The
Buffaloes had two softball players

receive All-City awards. Dienna
White was recognized for her skills at
catcher and Desiree Muniz for her
outfield play.
Corona Awardees — Baseball
awards went to Daniel Sotelo, for
pitcher, Connor McCord for first
base, and Ryan Novis for outfielder.
Sotelo, a freshman on the varsity
team, started in eight games and is
credited with winning seven games
with a 1.32 ERA.
McCord, a senior, played in all 27
games and had a big role in the Aztecs
success. Besides playing first base, he
also started seven times as pitcher and
is credited with winning five games.
He had a .400 batting average and was
second on the team to Novis in RBI’s
at 28.
Novis also played in all 27 games
his senior season batting .468 with 33
runs on 44 hits and led the team in
RBI’s at 33. He ended up with a .964
fielding percentage putting out players
50 of his 55 total chances.
Corona had two players recognized
for softball: Allyssia Sanchez for her
play at third base and Olivia Miller
at outfield. Sanchez played in all 31
games earning 14 runs on 26 hits with
22 RBI’s. Miller, only a sophomore,

led the team in batting average at .491
earning 34 runs on 57 hits with three
home runs.
The Aztecs had three girls and two
boys recognized for track and field at
the awards banquet.
Jaclyn Martin was honored for
the 400 meter run, Renee Payne for
the 800 meter and Alexis Artiaga for
the3200 meter.
Martin took third place at the state
meet in the 400 meters and was a
member of the 4x400 relay team, along
with Payne, that took third place at the
state meet.
Payne took third place in the 800
meters at state and was part of two
relays teams. Besides the 4x400, she
ran in the 4x800 relay race that took
fourth place.
Artiaga, besides taking 12th place at
state in the 3200 meters, also ran the
first leg of the fourth place 4x800 relay
team.

Freshman Logan Cromeens
and senior Zach Frampton were
recognized for their doubles tennis play
and Antonio Guarino and Ryan
Iskandar for volleyball.
Cromeens and Frampton, with
an excellent regular season record,
entered the DI state double tennis
tournament as the No. 4 seed and
advanced into the semifinals before
being eliminated.
Guarino, the Aztecs libero, was
known for his ability to dig balls. His
stats put him way out front of the team
in digs with 355 digs over the season or
close to four digs a set.
Iskandar was one of those allaround players who was the leading
hitter on the team with 312 kills, the
leading server with 42 aces, the second
leading blocker with a total of 39
blocks and second in digs with 269.
Because he played opposite hitter, he
had the responsibility to set the ball at
times earning him 106 assists.
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Former Aztec pal wowed by co-player’s meteoric rise

Could a D-backs spot await N.Y. Mets draft pick?

By Kody Acevedo
Photos for Wrangler News by Nicole Vasquez

N

ick Marciano was always a little
envious of Colby Woodmansee.
Not because he wanted to be
like him, but because he knew he was
simply the best baseball player his age.
“This guy was the real deal,”
Marciano said. “I always would
hate to admit it because he was the
competition.”
The two grew up together. They
attended the same elementary
and middle schools and played on
the Ahwatukee Little League AllStars together before going their
separate ways for high school, with
Marciano going to Corona del Sol and
Woodmansee going to Desert Vista.
Marciano, now a senior at Arizona
State University, played baseball at
Corona four years before hanging up
the spikes to attend college.
Woodmansee stayed his course.
He committed to play baseball at ASU
after high school and earned himself
the starting shortstop position his
freshman year.
Three years later, Woodmansee
was selected by the New York Mets
as the 160th overall pick in the 2016
MLB draft, and Marciano is right there
cheering him on.
“I’m super excited for him. Just
from his time at Ahwatukee Little
League to now, I think it’s cool to have
a hometown guy there,” Marciano
said.
Woodmansee was born and raised
in the Valley. He was a captain of the
baseball team at Desert Vista, where
he earned four varsity letters and

numerous awards for his performances
on the field.
At ASU, he was the starting
shortstop during his three years on the
team, becoming the everyday shortstop
his sophomore year. But as Marciano
tells it, Woodmansee was known for
having a big bat.
“He almost hit a grand slam off
of us at Chase Field my senior year,”
Marciano recalls. “He was bigger than
everybody else and basically better
than everyone else, too.”
That reputation stayed with him
during his days in the maroon and
gold. This past season, Woodmansee
hit .265 with 15 doubles, 8 home runs
and 44 RBIs with a .438 slugging
percentage.
“He was always nonchalant about
it,” Marciano said. “He always kind of
knew he was one of the better players
on the team, but he wasn’t super
cocky.”
Brian Malone, who played with
Woodmansee at Desert Vista, agreed.
“He was a really quiet teammate
who let his playing do most of the
talking,” Malone said.
That he did. During his senior year
in 2013, Woodmansee put up a .369
batting average with eight home runs
and 39 RBIs.
Those numbers paralleled his time
at ASU. Woodmansee became one of
the most important bats in the Sun
Devils’ lineup, delivered during clutch
moments. Many remember his walkoff home run during the first game at
Phoenix Municipal Stadium in 2015.
“That’s why I think he’s different
than a lot of shortstops, particularly
— Continued on the facing page

- Aligned with School District’s Curriculum
- Conveniently Located On-site at your Child’s School
- S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) Activities
- Daily Homework Club
- Sports, Cooking, Fine Arts & More Included
- Affordable Prices & Flexible Schedules
- DHS Licensed & DES Certified
- Quality Care at Affordable Prices & Flexible Schedules
- Follow AZ Dept. of Education Learning Standards
- Low Staff to Child Ratios
- Specialty Classes Included
- DHS Licensed & Nationally Accredited

www.tempe.gov/KidZone

480-350-5405

Cory Woodmansee, who once played baseball for Arizona State University, was drafted by
the New York Mets.
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Arts
From Page 5
In support of this, says Remington, “I want to
organize a crack team of corporate fundraisers to
go out and get sponsorships. And I want to hire
a new managing director, like a GM, but also a
facilities director. I’ll focus on the whole, but I’d
like to be more on the artistic side.”
So when will we in the public begin to see these
changes?

in college where it’s more of a defensive position,”
Arizona State coach Tracy Smith told Baseball
America. “He can do that, but he can also beat you
with a home run.”
Marciano said he was never sure if Woodmansee
was ASU-bound during their high school days, but
he credits the Sun Devil baseball program for making
him into the player he is today.
“Like every other high school-to-college player,
they realize this is the real deal and they have to work
really hard at it. I feel like that’s when he became
the player he is now, because ASU whipped him into
shape,” Marciano said.
The Mets must have agreed. Woodmansee is
currently in Brooklyn, N.Y., beginning his Minor
League career as a member of the Brooklyn Cyclones.
While Marciano is proud of where his friend is
today, he would like to one day see Woodmansee
return to the desert.
“Hopefully he’ll make his way to the D-backs.”

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
SINCE 1984

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
WWW.PAYNESONS.COM

Contact us for a FREE evaluation

480-988-9250

SEE OUR REVIEWS ON:

HOME ADVISOR

BETTER BUSINESS
BUREA U A+ RATING

TRI CERTIFIED INSTALLER
LICENSED, B ONDED & INSURED
ROC: 194202

ROC: 138549B

School Instrument
Rentals
Accessories Music Books
Lessons
Repairs

“It’ll start effecting the schedule in, probably,
January to March of 2017,” estimates Remington.
“I’ll also direct a show that will be a TCA show, but
it’ll be site-specfic.”
Meaning?
“It’ll probably be in a school; something about
violence in schools. I want to do shows in schools,
under bridges, in people’s living rooms. So it won’t
be ‘the theatre is the mountain, and you come to
the mountain.’ The mountain will come to the
community.”
Go to tempe.gov for more information on
Tempe Center for the Arts.

Back to School!

Enter our drawing
for one month of
FREE private lessons!

www.the-music-store.com

The Music Store

2630 West Baseline Road ~ NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway

Rental Contracts
and Prices
available ONLINE!
Everything you need
for school music
Knowledgeable,
friendly staff!

(480) 831-9691
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25 S Arizona Place, #201
Chandler, Arizona 85225
www.chandlerchamber.com
480-963-4571
June’s Women in Business event looked at “Cross Cultural
Marketing Techniques” with the inspiring keynote speaker
Monica Villalobos.

Chandler Chamber Young Executive Series will be held at
Bella Gusto on Thursday, August 4. Register at
www.chandlerchamber.com

Chandler Chamber—Your Chandler Business Connection
With over 1,400 stakeholders in the Chamber’s business community we are proud to offer our
members over 300 events, seminars and forums to festivals to expand their business horizons and
grow their companies. Join us to improve the economic, civic and cultural fortitude of the region.

The 15th Annual Chandler Chamber Golf Tournament

The 15th Annual Chandler
Chamber Golf Tournament
is on Friday September 16.
Enjoy a fun filled day on the
beautiful Whirlwind Golf
Course. Register at
www.chandlerchamber.com

Women in Business Luncheon

The Chamber 101 event is held every fourth Thursday of
the month. Register at www.chandlerchamber.com

Big League Haircuts celebrated their Chandler membership
with a ribbon cutting event

July 19th @ Soho63, 63 E Boston St. Chandler, AZ 85225
10:30 am—Mentoring, Noon to 1:30 pm—Luncheon/Keynote

“Turning Roadblocks into Positive Pathways”
Join Barbara McAllister Whye from the Intel Corporation as she discusses how
roadblocks led to her biggest growth.

Register at http://bit.ly/29kIF2j

“Ask an Expert”
Find out how to use eMail Marketing to grow your
business with Jill Gengler, how to increase eMail
deliverability, and, ultimately, how to incorporate
and leverage a CRM for tracking business marketing.
Register at
http://bit.ly/29D1YDF

Tuesday, July 26
Noon to 1 pm
Chandler Chamber Office
25 S Arizona Place, #201
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New faces
Kyrene Superintendent Jan Vesely relaxes alongside students taking in story time at Waggoner Elementary's library, where Summer Academy is in full swing.

O

By Diana Whittle
fficially, Dr. Jan Vesely didn’t start her
job as the Kyrene School District’s new
superintendent—but that was only on paper.
For weeks prior, she kept busy balancing her time by
getting to know the Kyrene district and completing
her obligations to her former job in Tucson’s
Sunnyside district.
If the pace feels hectic, Vesely doesn’t let it show.
During a recent trip to Waggoner Elementary in
Tempe, she cheerfully took in a whirlwind tour of
a cooking class during the Summer Academy, and
then joined youngsters, by sitting cross-legged with
them on the floor, during story hour.
This came after a meeting with the Tempe Mayor
Mark Mitchell in the morning and a stop to be
photographed for Wrangler News soon after.
She says she wouldn’t have it any other way.
In the weeks since the Kyrene Governing Board
approved her hire in April, Vesely has initiated 77
meetings to introduce herself to parents, teachers,
principals, community leaders—anyone and
everyone with the time to meet.
This clearly is an administrator who wants to
connect with all those involved in the district.
“I already have a positive sense of the

community,” said Vesely, “and I am so impressed
with the residents’ commitment to education and to
service at the schools.”
“Throughout the year, I hope to stay connected
with district employees and our Kyrene community
by conducting ‘Let’s Talk’ tours at every school,”
said Vesely. “I also look forward to being contacted
with ideas about improvements.
“I plan to provide regular updates, through
newsletters, social media, automated phone and text
messages, as well as by participating in school and
community meetings.”
Although she grew up in Tucson and spent
most of her career there, she says she already feels
acclimated to the Valley due to the warm welcome
she received.
“Being a district superintendent is the goal I’ve
worked toward for my entire career,” said Vesely,
“and as superintendent I want to help every student
in the Kyrene district become successful.
“This past spring and summer, I was fortunate to
spend several days getting to know the district with
school visits, attending Governing Board meetings
and developing specific goals during a retreat to
enhance our excellence and guide our efforts in the
years ahead.”

— Wrangler News photo by Alex J. Walker

The start date of the school year is Aug. 1, and
there will 100 new teachers to meet and orient.
Vesely says she knows their importance and that
a teacher can change the course of a student’s life,
because that’s what happened to her.
“No one else in my family had gone on to college,
but one of my high school teachers told me that I
must become a teacher. It made a strong impact on
me that one of my teacher’s saw my potential and it
led to a life-changing decision on my part.
“I worked hard to get to college and then on to
obtain advanced degrees. I learned that the best
personal investment to obtain is ‘intellectual capital’
because then you can go where ever you want to in
your life and career.”
Vesely’s bachelor’s degree in education was
earned from Northern Arizona University. She also
received both her masters and doctoral degrees in
Educational Leadership there.
Her career spans more than 35 years in a variety
of educational settings—as a teacher, principal,
principal supervisor, executive director, education
business leader, chief education officer, assistant
and deputy superintendent.
Most recently, as deputy superintendent for
— VESELY, Page 23
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Another
new face:
‘Loving
to teach’

Tempe Elementary schools
ready for Aug. 1 start

By Diana Whittle

W

hen Laura
Toenjes talks
about the
value of education, her
enthusiasm is evident.
It’s also obvious in her
conversation that the new
assistant superintendent
for the Kyrene district
loves to teach as much as
to learn.
So, it’s a bit
surprising when she
admits that teaching
was not her first career
choice—she started
working at a library
and had aspirations
to attend law school.
Then, sometime later,
when she was given a
chance to teach fourth
graders in the Gilbert
School District, she
believes she found her
true calling.

Jaime Soto, principal of Norte Elementary School, enjoys a laugh with new
— Alex J. Walker/Wrangler News
Kyrene Assistant Superintendent Laura Toenjes.
“I fell in love with being in the
classroom and by being surrounded by
the kids,” said Toenjes. “I truly believe
in the power of education and how it
can change the life of every child.”
The discovery led her to pursue
a variety of educational positions,
both in teaching and leadership,
including most recently in Tucson at
the Sunnyside Unified School District,
where she served as Director of School
Improvement under Dr. Jan Vesely,

now Kyrene’s new superintendent.
It was the chance to work with Dr.
Vesely and to return to the Valley that
inspired her to apply for the assistant
superintendent position at Kyrene.
“I grew up in Gilbert, so working
in Tempe was a chance to come home
for me,” said Toenjes, who earned
her bachelor’s degree at University
of Arizona. She holds two masters

— NEW, Page 23

Tempe Elementary School District’s first day of school
is Monday, Aug. 1, with a Meet the Teacher night planned
for Thursday, July 28.
Parents can visit their child’s teacher, take a peek inside
the classrooms and learn what’s in store for the upcoming
year, all designed to help ensure a successful first day at
school.
Meet the Teacher nights will be held from 4:30 to 6
p.m. at the Tempe Elementary district’s elementary schools
and Ward Traditional Academy; from 4 to 5:30 at Laird
School; and from 2 to 6 p.m. at Connolly, Gililland and
Fees College Preparatory middle schools.
An introductory meeting will be at Tempe Academy of
International Studies (to pick up schedules and meet the
teacher).
The district’s kindergarten program accepts children
who turn 5 between September and December, however
it is important to note that children are required to be
screened at two separate sessions: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Monday, July 18, and noon to 2 p.m. on Tuesday, July 19.
Screenings will take place at the Tempe Elementary
Professional Learning Center, 2020 E. Carson Drive,
Tempe.
Starting on Wednesday, July 20 and continuing through
Friday, Aug. 5, all screenings will be done at each school.
For more information on back to school preparations,
visit www.tempeschools.org/backtoschool.

Answering the Top 10 questions about Kyrene kindergarten
Why is Kyrene school a good choice for my child’s
Kindergarten? — Kyrene is one of the premier districts
in Arizona. We hire highly qualified teachers who strive
to create engaging and innovative learning environments
for every student. Our parents are involved and are
encouraged to be an active part of their child’s learning
experience. Our “Kyrene Teaches with Technology”
program has been honored by the National School Board
Association. It provides students with access to ageappropriate computer devices that are used to enhance
their learning. There are 19 elementary schools in
Kyrene—5 in Tempe, 5 in Chandler, 9 in Phoenix.
At what age can my child enter Kindergarten? —
We recommend your child be age 5 by September 1 of the
current school year. However, early entrance exceptions
can be made for children born between Sept. 1 and Dec. 31.
If you think your child may be eligible for an early entrance
exception, you may attend one of our Kindergarten Early
Admissions Information meetings to determine if they
qualify. Call 480-541-1000 if you have any questions.
When can I see my child’s classroom and meet
their teacher? — All elementary schools will hold a “Meet
the Teacher” night on Wednesday, July 27, from 5:30 to 7
p.m. Information on before- and after-school programs,
how to set up a lunch account, and bus schedules will be
available at that time.
Is there a fee for Kindergarten? — While state funding
for free, all-day Kindergarten was eliminated, Kyrene and
its Governing Board decided to continue providing all-day
Kindergarten to its community at no cost.

Is there bus transportation? Will my child be with
older students or is there separate transportation
for Kindergartners? — Bus service is available for any
student within each school’s boundary, provided they live
more than 1 mile from the school. There is no separate bus
service for Kindergartners; they ride with Kindergarten
through 5th grade students. Middle school students, those
in 6-8th grades ride on other buses.
How long is the school day? — Elementary schools
start at 7:45 a.m. and end at 2:35 p.m. Wednesdays are
“early release” days, with students dismissed at 12:35 p.m.
Will my child get to take a nap? — There are no “naps”
in Kindergarten, however most classrooms have a rest
period.
How long is the lunch period? Will there be
someone available to help with opening containers
or juice boxes? — The lunch/recess period is 40 minutes
long (check with your school for specific lunch times).
During the first few weeks of school, additional staff is
available to spend time with Kindergarten classes to ensure
they understand and manage the lunchtime routine.
After that time, there are staff who work lunch duty who
can assist if available. It is best to pack easy to open
containers/beverages or work with your child on those
skills before starting Kindergarten.
When will I find out more about what my child
will be learning? — Parents receive some information
at “Meet the Teacher Night” on July 27. A more detailed
overview of the year’s learning objectives is provided
during “Curriculum Night,” which is scheduled about a
month after school starts.

What can I do to help my child be ready for
Kindergarten? — Your child is required by law to
be up-to-date on their immunizations. Kyrene offers
immunization clinics in conjunction with Chandler
Regional Medical Center. Vaccines are given to children
six weeks to 18 years of age. Parent must accompany
their children to these clinics and provide previous
immunization history.
Vaccines will be FREE to children with NO insurance,
children with AHCCCS and Kids Care Insurance, children
with private insurance that does not cover vaccines and
Native American children.
Children with private medical insurance that covers
vaccines will NOT be eligible for the free vaccines at these
clinics. Go to our website at Immunization Clinics for more
information.
Bring your child to “Meet the Teacher,” so they can become
acquainted with their teacher as well as their classroom.
They may even get to see their desk and where they will sit.
Begin a few weeks prior to the start of school, transitioning
to a school schedule at home, adopting a regular bedtime
and wake up routine.
We suggest you familiarize your child with their bus stop
and before school begins, or walking their route to school.
You can check bus routes and stops at www.kyrene.org/
busroutes.
You can also check the Back to School page on Kyrene’s
website to see general supply lists. Then, make sure
your child is well rested, has a good breakfast and has a
backpack ready with all needed school supplies ready for
that first morning of Kindergarten.
— Compiled for Wrangler News by Nancy Dudenhoefer

NEWS+Events
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City of Chandler

www.chandleraz.gov/newsroom
Police body-worn cameras will
help promote public trust,
enhance safety
A message from Chandler
Police Chief Sean Duggan:
ver the past two
years, Chandler
police have been evaluating
body-worn cameras in
various field operations
sections throughout the
department, including
patrol, traffic and bikes.
Body-worn camera technology has demonstrated
its promise for collecting compelling evidence,

“O

Save money
and our water
resources with
smart controllers
Water leaks around the home can waste
thousands of gallons each month and can amount
to quite a sum of money on your monthly water
bill. Fortunately, the City’s Water Conservation
Office offers FREE home water audits that can help
determine the source of leaks or high water usage.
Last year, 272 families saved 15.7 million
gallons of water when their pre-audit 2014
usage was compared to their post-audit 2015
usage. That’s a lot of water! In addition, 29 nonresidential audits tracked
from 2014 showed savings
of more than 1 million
gallons.
One way residents
are saving water is by
installing “smart” irrigation

EVENTS
JULY
25 City Council Meeting & Study Session, Council
Chambers, 782-2180
28 City Council Meeting, Council Chambers, 782-2180
29 On the House Free Summer Concert: Jarabe
Mexicano, Center for the Arts, 782-2680

enhancing transparency,
promoting public
trust and enhancing
safety. This month, the
department completed
the full implementation
of body-worn cameras
for 200 officers and
supervisors assigned to
patrol. The Chandler
Police Department is committed to ensuring
Chandler remains a safe community, where people
want to live and work by providing the most highly
equipped, best trained and committed officers who
demonstrate the highest standards of performance
and best practices in policing.”
controllers that use local weather conditions to
apply the proper amount of water. Smart controllers
can help save up to 30 percent on landscape
watering.
To find out more about Chandler’s Water Audit
Program and ways you can save water and money,
visit chandleraz.gov/water or call 782-3583.
By working together, we can conserve one of our
most important resources – our water.

Mosquito control
in and around
your home
Everyone has a role in controlling mosquitoes. Here
is what you can and should do:
• Eliminate standing water on your property.
• Keep swimming pools, spas and fountains clean
and operational.
• Empty any buckets, wheelbarrows, pet dishes,
wading pools, birdbaths, plant pots or drip trays
at least twice a week.

AUGUST
01 Voter Registration Deadline for the Primary Election
on Aug. 30 La fecha límite de Registro Electoral para
la Elección Primaria: Agosto 30
05 On the House Free Summer Concert: Music of
Motown, Center for the Arts, 782-2680
08 City Council Meeting & Study Session, Council
Chambers, 782-2180
11 City Council Meeting, Council Chambers, 782-2180

Back to School Safety Reminders
As students return to
school later this month,
motorists may experience
heavy traffic around
schools in the morning and
afternoon hours, and should
be prepared for encounters
with school buses picking up
and dropping off children
at designated bus stops.
Pedestrian traffic will be on the increase as well,
with children either walking or bicycling to and from
school.
Elementary and junior high schools have school
zones, along with pick-up and drop-off locations for
parents. The pick-up and drop-off locations at these
schools are designed with the safety of children in
mind. Please obey the instructions for these ingress
and egress locales. Some intersections near schools
may be monitored by crossing guards.
Remember, the speed limit in school zones is
15 miles per hour, and passing in school zones is
prohibited.
For more safety tips and information, visit
chandlerpd.com.

• Keep good screens on windows and doors to
keep mosquitoes out.
• Avoid mosquito bites by using an insect
repellent containing DEET.
• Wear long sleeves and pants when outdoors.
• Use a local pest control company for regular
mosquito spraying and treatment.
• Visit FightTheBiteMaricopa.org to report
mosquito activity and green pools.
• Call the Maricopa County Mosquito Hotline at
602-506-0700 for additional information.

14 On the House Free Summer Concert: U.S. Navy
Band Cruisers, Center for the Arts, 782-2680
19 On the House Free Summer Concert: Tres Guitarras,
Center for the Arts, 782-2680
26 On the House Free Summer Concert: Cisco & The
Racecars, Center for the Arts, 782-2680
30 Primary Election: Statewide and City Council Races
and General Plan, 782-2180
El 30 de agosto 2016: Elección Primaria
For event details, visit chandleraz.gov or call the
Chandler Special Events Hotline at 782-2735.

Mayor Jay Tibshraeny & City Council

@cityofchandler

cityofchandleraz

cityofchandler

cityofchandler
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Dave’s Handyman
Service

REMODELING / ADDITIONS

“Ask us if we can do it.”

General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

This space is

602-295-3991

Visit us online at
www.englishbuilding.net

Electrical
Plumbing
Doors & Windows
Drywall
Painting
Home Remodeling
Free Estimates

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring
Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More

Sound Advice

Call for a FREE estimate
Owner, Paul English

Lic #169409ROC

15% OFF

Get
auto
accessories in store when you use
code “Wrangler”.
615 W. Knox Rd. Tempe, A Z

CUSTOM AUTO ACCESSORIES

CITY-WIDE Plumbing
& Service Co.

This space is

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

• RETRACTABLE
• WINDSHIELD MOUNTED
• REDUCES UP TO 50˚
• NO STORING

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

FACTORY
OUTLET STORE

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5
DASHDESIGNS.COM

Call 480.966.0845
for information.

This space is

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0845
for information.

Business & Financial

Accounting — At Your Service Accounting, Inc. Full charge
bookkeeping/accounting, payroll, sales tax reports, financial statements.
QuickBooks and Peachtree software, 15+ years of helping small
businesses. Outsource and $ave. At Your Service Accounting Inc., 480940-6203.

Personals

Donor — My name is Nurun and I am suffering from Kidney failure and
I am currently on dialysis. If you are interested, please consider donating
a kidney to save me. Blood groups A and O will match, and the donor
has to be disease-free. Please contact Banner Good Samaritan Transplant
Center at 602-839-0210 or 602-839-0203 or my husband Omar at 480699-2819. Your thoughts and kindness are appreciated.
06/16

Employment
Employment — KYRENE IS NOW HIRING. SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
NEEDED. FULL TIME – 30 Hrs. /per Wk. GREAT BENEFITS. Starting
Salary $13.88 - $17.39. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION GO TO:
Kyrene.org 7/16
Employment —Progressive financial services firm is seeking
entrepreneur minded individuals to take advantage of our business
platform to grow their own business in the financial services industry.
Demand is growing steadily for financial services representatives. Parttime opportunities available. Call Loyd Rhyne 602-284-7617 1/17
Employment —Daycare assistant needed. Looking for loving person that
is willing to teach children. Located near Kyrene and Warner. Call Ana to
interview 480-496-5964
07/16
Employment — Future for KIDS: Youth Program Coordinator, 12-15
per week [ranging from 2:00 pm-7:00 pm] Program Start/End Dates:
August 2016- April 2017 Salary: $12 per hour , Description: Youth
Program Coordinator will implement the Future for KIDS “Discover Your
Future” after-school enrichment program. The position involves working
closely with youth in grades 3-6, FFK staff, volunteers, and community

Specializing in residential
re-roofing and repair

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

#ROC244568 C-42 Bonded and Insured

Call 480.966.0845
for information.

This space is

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0845
for information.

organizations. The ideal candidate is enthusiastic, has a passion for
working with kids and volunteers, and a personal interest in fitness,
nutrition, and sports. This position requires excellent leadership and
communication skills. Apply: www.futureforkids.org Or contact: Anna
Quagliata at 480-947-8131 Email Resume & Cover Letter to: anna@
futureforkids.org

Professional Services

Piano tuning & repair — For over 20 years I have proudly tuned
numerous pianos here in the valley. I can help you find an affordable used
piano. $95 piano tuning. Affordable repairs. Expert advice. Lawrence P.
Cheatham, 480-316-0060.
Personal and Business, Tax and Accounting Services—Personal and
Business Tax &; Accounting, Payroll & HRCompass-i, LLC - Phone: (480)
893-1394 - Email: info@compass-i.com – Website: www.compass-i.com
CPA’s on staff to assist you with simple to complex accounting and tax
needs. State-of-the-art payroll processing technology and services, as well
as human resource consulting for your business needs. Call (480) 8931394 to schedule an appointment or get a proposal.
8/16
Life Coaching — Need help moving forward in your life? Are you
feeling stuck? Empty nest got you thinking about your 2nd act? My
proven track record as a life coach helps you tackle the big and
small challenges in your life. Visit mwoodslifecoach.com or email
miawoods@cox.net.
Childcare —Tiny toes childcare invites little ones to Explore and Learn
thru Play at our Family home childcare environment. Homemade meals
and snacks, Preschool activities, indoor-outdoor activity areas. M-F 7:305:00pm 480-242-7505
08/06

Services

This space is

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

CONTRACTOR’S LIC. #
C-37 064 954
& L-37 086 764

• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

Call 480.966.0845
for information.

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

www.citywideplumbing.us

SERVICE

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

AVAILABLE!

(480) 966-8795
Free Estimates

Garage Door

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

480-603-8813

Slab Leak Repairs
Electronic Leak Detection
Water Heaters
RO Systems & Water Softeners

*no extra charges on Saturdays

AVAILABLE!

Cabinetry/Counters — A Better Cabinet, Kitchen cabinet resurfacing,
update with new doors, Cherry, Maple, Alder and Oak or easy care
Thermofoil, 30 years experience, Call 480-650-9008
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical,
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger

HANDYMAN WORK

ROC COMPLAINT-FREE 20+ YEARS

480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic.
Bond. Ins.
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work,
slabs, footings , pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping.
Tempe based since 1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, bonded and Ins.
Doors–– Save your doors. Call us now to protect your doors, and
prevent further damage from the sun and extreme heat. Experienced
and reliable. Quality workmanship and materials. Featuring quality Dunn
Edwards products. Free estimates. Not a licensed contractor. 480-9473878 www.saveyourdoors.com
9/19
Drywall — Vic’s Drywall Repair and Retexturing, Repair holes in drywall
and block walls, Paint doors, pool fences, Epoxy coat garages, remove
wallpaper, Stain and seal wood doors and other handyman services. Call
for a free estimate, 480-820-5797 or 480-710-0034 04
Electrical — Double DD Electric. We offer Courteous Fast service,
Fair prices, Residential, Commercial, Industrial, Panel upgrades, Lighting,
Fans, EV Charging Stations, Remodeling or New construction. Free
estimates. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. ROC 65071-010. Call 602-2765550. 7/16
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.
Prompt professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for
evenings and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do
it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20
years experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free
Estimates. 8/16
Handyman — Dave’s Handyman Service. 602-295-3991. “Ask us if we
can do it.” Electrical, plumbing, doors & windows, drywall, painting,
home remodeling. Lic. #169409ROC.
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D

Paint, Drywall &
Wall Covering

Comm. Lic.
#153492

Res. Lic.
#153491

AVAILABLE!

Commercial & Residential

Whether it’s your
home or your office,
you name it,
we’ll paint it.

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Interior & Exterior • Power Washing
Drywall Repair • Wallpaper Removal
Texturing • Epoxy Garage Floor Coatings
FREE ESTIMATES
Multiple Room Discount • 10% Senior Discount

Darrell Burden - 480.892.1190

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0845
for information.

www.burdenpainting.com

This space is

AVAILABLE!

AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0845
for information.

Call 480.966.0845
for information.
Not Enough Time in the Day? Call

Do it right the first time....

...hire a quality, licensed contractor
with 30 years experience

Free Estimates

R. Child Custom Carpentry

480-215-3373
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Painting & Coating, Inc.

(480) 892-0463

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

This space is

REMODEL CONTRACTOR

BRASSBERRYS

This space is

House Cleaning
Quality Professional Cleaning
Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly

(480) 833-1027
References Available
20 Years Experience
Bonded & Insured

Jennifer Beebe

It’s a Clear Choice!

Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance.
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans,
fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable.
25 years experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call
Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599.
Handyman —ABLE Handyman Service - FREE ESTIMATES!! We are
Smart, Honest, Reliable and Professional. Excellent communication
skills and hard working. Experienced in the following: Basic Electrical,
Flooring, Drywall, Household Repairs, Plumbing, Painting, Water Heaters,
Network Cabling and Fiberoptics. Please give us a call today for all your
Handyman Needs! Help support the small businessman. Jim 480-5930506 03/19
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving
the Valley for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and
Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. Excellent references.
Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 12/16
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING - Not enough time
in a day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super dependable.
Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. References
avail. 20 years experience Bonded- AG0601, Insured-46871 It’s a CLEAR
Choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027 8/16
House Cleaning — We detail clean your home Weekly-BiweeklyMonthly, We clean ceiling fans, blinds, windows, baseboards, hard
floors vacuum & mopped, vacuum all carpets, dust all furniture through
the home, clean all switch plates, spots in the walls, & doors, clean &
disinfected all bathrooms, shower, bath top, sinks, toilets. We clean the
Kitchen, kitchen cabinets, counter top, microwaves, oven, frig, sink.Call
for a free estimate. 480-868-5855. theazcleaningservice@gmail.com
12/16
House Cleaning —Great Rates on House Cleaning! Weekly/Biweekly/Monthly, 20 Years experience; Excellent Reference from your
neighborhood Realtor of 20 years. Available Evenings and Weekends. For
inquiries call Veronica at: 602-206-6864

Residential & Commercial
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to Neighborhood
Services
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Please fax to (480)

222-0681

OUR PHONE NUMBER IS:
(480) 966-0837

480-962-4688

Vic’s Painting
Vic Vovakes
Dunn Edwards Paints
Interior/Exterior
Specialist

1883 East Oasis Drive, Tempe, AZ 85283

(480) 820-5797 Cell (480) 710-0034
Visit Our Website: Astoreonline.com

Home Repairs–– Home Pro Exteriors, Inc. Roofing and Siding
Contractor. We install and repair all types of residential roofing and siding
to include facia and soffit coverings. Storm damage and insurance claims
a specialty! Call us for all your exterior repairs and maintenance. ROC
289240. cliffmetalpro@gmail.com. 602-565-8819.
Landscaping — Greg’s Landscaping. Free Estimates. Landscape design
and installation. Sprinkler/irrigation and repair, landscape cleanup and
hauling, tree trimming. Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly maintenance. 480962-4167, or 623-523-2282 (Cell). 9/16
Landscaping–– Yard cleanup and maintenance, trees and bushes
trimmed, lawn service, weed control, debris removal. Weekly,
bi-weekly, monthly or one time clean-up. Free estimates. Call Rob
602-431-1305. 9/16
Landscaping — W.S. Home Maintenance. Serving the valley since 2001.
Landscaping, lawn care, clean ups, irrigation installation or repair. Weekly,
bi-weekly, or monthly services. FREE ESTIMATES. Call Wilson today to
schedule your appointment with Arizona’s true professional at work for
you! 480-695-0254. http://wshomemaintenance.com
Lawn Service– AZ Home and Landscape Services. Complete landscape
and property maintenance. Cleanups, hauling, installation, sprinkler repair,
tree care, painting, handyman, etc.. English speaking. Reliable. Valley
wide. Free estimates. We accept Visa/MasterCard. Call Brian at 480-2009598. 4/17
Landscaping –Landscaping, sprinkler services, weed prevention. Regular
maintenance, one time clean ups, new installs. Accepting new customers.
Call 480-710-8738 3/17
Landscaping — FULL SERVICE LAWN SERVICE AND WEED
CONTROL STARTING AT $60 PER MONTH!!!
Call or Text your address for a free same day quote. www.kjelandscape.
com Licensed, Bonded and Insured for your protection. 480-586-8445
12/16
Landscaping — Complete Yard Care, LAWN & LANDSCAPE,

This space is

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0845
for information.

J.A.K. Construction Inc.

Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
Vinyl Siding
• Overhang
trim/eaves

• Replacement
Windows
• AZ Rooms
Kyrene Corridor
Residents

Locally Owned
and Operated

480-820-8711

jakconstructioninc.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

Maintenance, Clean ups, Tree Trimming, 480-753-4703, www.
CompleteYardCare.com 7/15
Landscaping —Unlimited landscaping - Total yard cleanup, trimming,
pruning, cut and removal of trees, plants, and shrubs. Weed removal and
hauling. We can remove or replace anything. Cal 480-201-8966 12/16
Painting–– Chad & Son Painting, Inc. - Interior, Exterior, Residential,
Commercial Repaints and New Construction. Drywall install and repairs,
Texturing, Power Wash, Popcorn Ceiling Removal, Color Matching, and
Wall Paper Removal. Licensed + Bonded + Insured roc # 284386. Call
today for a free estimate and learn about our special offers. 602-7905073, chad.son.painting@gmail.com.
Painting — Brassberry’s Painting & Coating-Interior/Exterior Repaints,
32 Years Experience in the valley. Quality Products Used. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. Commercial and Residential. Current References
Available. Licensed/Bonded/Insured. Res. Lic#ROC107686. Com. Lic
#ROC127135. Call 480-892-0463. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood
Services.
Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair
with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL (480) 814-1588.
Painting — Burden Painting Inc. Interior and exterior painting, power
washing, drywall repair, wallpaper removal, texturing, and epoxy garage
floor coatings. Free estimates, multiple room discount. Call Darrell
Burden at 480-892-1190, or www.burdenpainting.com.
Painting — RJ’s painting. Interior and exterior painting all types of paint
& stains. Epoxy floors, drywall repairs, texture matching, and popcorn
removal & wallpaper. FREE ESTIMATES. 100% satisfaction guaranteed
602.367.1900 www.phoenixazpaintingcontractor.com 3/16
Plumbing — City-wide Plumbing & Service Co. Slab leak repairs,
electronic leak detection, water heaters, RO systems & water softeners.
Free estimates. 480-966-8795. www.citywideplumbing.us. Contractor’s
lic. #C-37 064 954 & L-37 086 764.
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Pool Care — FREE mineralized water for as long as we take care of your
pool. Natural Way to Clear and Healthy water. From a company that
has been #1 Worldwide for over 25 years. Weekly Pool Service Starting
at $80/month includes chemicals, cleaning and the many benefits of
mineralized water. We also provide discounted expert Repairs, please call
us at 480-818-8971
09/16
Pool Care —Baja Pool Care - Weekly Pool Service, Equipment Repair,
Filter Cleaning, From Green to Clean! Contact Vickie 602-332-8293 or
bajapoolcare@yahoo.com 6/18
Professional Tile Installation– Install new or replace tile on floors,
countertops, showers and more. Local Tempe resident with over 25 yrs.
experience. Licensed, Bonded & Insured. ROC# 116117 Call Jim Garner
for a quote 602-316-9862.
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of
construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ
rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love
small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC
#112275.
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor,
Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at
www.englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC
189470 Call today for a free estimate 480-603-8813
Remodeling — Custom Remodeling Specialist. Whole house remodels,
kitchens, baths, bedrooms, counters & cabinets, tile & carpet, garages,
offices, patios, room additions and much more. John C. Erickson – owner.
Over 20 years experience. Licensed (/ROC#171687), bonded & insured.
JCE Company, LLC. 480-200-9037.
Remodeling — Remodel Contractor. Concrete, Block, Carpentry,
Drywall, Stucco, Tile, Roofing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms. 1 crew for all. Plans and permits. Tempe-based for 12 years.
Best prices for quality work. ROC# B216115. Call 480-215-3373,
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic. Bond. Ins.
Roofing–– 20 years in Tempe fixing roofs, new trim , sheathing ,drywall ,
stucco , paint. One crew does it all.
Lic Bond Ins. Text , e mail or call 480 215 3373 rchildcustomcarpentry@
cox.net.
Roofing — Shamrock Roofing Services. Specializing in residential
reroofing and repair. Shingles, tile, shakes, foam and flat roofs. 24 years
experience. shamrockroofing@live.com. #ROC244568 C-42 Bonded
and Insured. 480-888-6648.
Roofing — Roofing specialist, 30 years experience, shingles, tile, shakes, flat
roofs, leak repair and wood replacement. Free estimates. No Job too small.
Licensed exempt, References available. Call Chuck 480-251-7886. 3/16
Yard Maintenance — Complete Yard Care. Lawn & Landscape
Maintenance.Trees, Sprinkler & Drip Systems. We Actually Show up! 480753-4703. Patricia@completeyardcare.com. 8/16
Window Cleaning–– Call Fish Window Cleaning to make your windows
sparkle. Windows interior and exterior. Screens, sun screens, tracks, sills,
light fixtures, chandeliers, mirrors and ceiling fans. Call 480-962-4688.
BBB accredited, fully insured.
Window Cleaning–– John’s Window Cleaning, 1-story $125 / 2-story
$145 inside & out up to 30 panes (add’l panes $2 ea) screen cleaning
$2.50 per pane Power Washing / Sun Screens / Re-Screening (480) 2016471 06/17

Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday
throughout the year to 20,000 homes and rack
locations in Tempe and West Chandler

Personal Services
Personalized Services — Friendly Helper. Handyman, Landscaping
or Yard work, Cleaning, Home Repairs, Household Choirs, Organizing,
Interior or Exterior, I do it all for a low hourly rate of $15. Call Matt at
480-403-1335 or Email Ahelpinghandbymatthew@gmail.com I have
excellent customer reviews. Know someone elderly or handicap? Refer
them to me for in home assistance.

Tutoring/Instruction
Piano lessons — $60-$70 per month, beginners to intermediates. Call
Diane 480-814-8664 7/2
Tutoring —Reading tutoring for individual students, grades K through 6.
25 years experience. Certified Reading Specialist with a Doctorate. Get
your child reading above grade level now! Call Dr. Knight, 480-217-3805.
kknigh@kyrene.org 2/19

Real Estate
You can become a VIP Buyer and Beat Other Buyers to HOT
NEW Listing! — Receive a Weekly Printout of ALL New Listings that
Match Your Home Buying Criteria.... Visit http://freeazrealestate.info/
vip_buyer.asp
US Government Homes For Sale — Great Locations in Tempe and
the East Valley area. SAVE THOUSANDS! Carol Royse –Keller Williams
Realty East Valley Phone: 480-776-5231 Carol@CarolRoyse.com
Office Space for Lease —Cubicle office spaces available for rent.
Competitive monthly rate and full office amenities including notary
service. Located on Warner/101; M-F; 9-5. Call Jim Sergi 480-756-0100
or jsergi@farmersagent.com 6/18
Room for Rent — Nice home w/private bath. Free utilities. Kitchen
and laundry, private cable, no smoking. Prefer woman 50+, Warner/101,
$500/mo 480-814-8664 7/2

Specializing in
residential
reroofing and repair
Quality
workmanship
and outstanding
customer service
SHINGLES•TILE•SHAKES•FOAM AND FLAT

24 years experience
480-888-6648

#ROC244568 C-42 Bonded and Insured
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Crisis
From Page 1
“Now it’s a disaster.”
Basic necessities like food,
medicine, water and electricity are
scarce or non-existent, all three former
Venezuelans said.
The oil-rich nation—a founding
member of OPEC—has descended into
chaos, with 750 percent inflation, food
riots and the second-highest murder
rate in the world.
Cortez, who last visited his
birthplace two years ago, was stunned
by the country’s pervasive violence.
“By the time it starts getting to be
dusk, you need to be home because you
don’t know if somebody’s going to kill
you,” Gomez said. “People are getting
assaulted for their phones or their
shoes. They don’t wear wedding rings
or jewelry or nice clothes in public.”
Even in their cars, the specter of
violence doesn’t diminish, he said.
“In your car, you keep the windows
up, because the minute you stop at an
intersection, they point a gun to your
head,” Gomez said.
Rodriguez said she sends over-thecounter medications such as allergy
pills to her relatives.
“Medications that are so common
here for things like high blood pressure
are just non-existent there. Antibiotics,
anything—you can’t find them,”
Rodriguez said.

Her sister’s physician writes new
prescriptions, switching medications,
but “they can’t find anything.
Everything is just gone.”
Cortez and Gomez say their
youngest sister, a diabetic, was recently
hospitalized. “If you get sick, you are in
pretty bad shape,” Cortez said. “You go
to the hospital and have to bring your
own sheets, pillows, cleaning supplies—
even hypodermic needles—because you
can’t find them there.”
“Our other brothers and sisters had
to bring her food, because all they had
at the hospital every day was a little
spaghetti,” Gomez said.
“People are dying.”
Unable also to obtain even the
basics for personal hygiene, there’s a
growing sense of despair among people
who once lived upper-middle-class
lives.
“My sister’s friend doesn’t have
water to take a shower so she stopped
going to work. People are very
demoralized,” Rodriguez said.
“There’s no deodorant, no shampoo,
no toothpaste.”
You might find an item one day,
but two days later the price is four
or five times higher, she added.
Hyperinflation means people must
carry backpacks or large bags filled
with cash, even for minor purchases,
all the while hoping they aren’t robbed.
On those rare occasions when
one can find something basic like
detergent, there’s often no electricity.
And even if you manage to have
both detergent and electricity,

Vesely
From Page 17
the Sunnyside Unified School District, Vesely was
responsible for the coordination, development,
alignment and improvement of the curriculum and
instructional programs.
She also supervised principals and school
achievement. Under her direction, schools
utilized a problem-solving approach and strategydevelopment process to diagnose and respond to

Toenjes
From Page 18
degrees—one from Northern Arizona University in
elementary education and a second in the administration
and supervision of curriculum and instruction from
University of Phoenix.
Her educational credentials should be useful in her new
role in Kyrene, as she is responsible for supporting school
operations such as student achievement, staff evaluations,
district curriculum and parental involvement, along with
overseeing data analysis to follow trends in instruction,
professional training and community partnerships.
“In my new role, I look forward to becoming more
familiar with the schools, their principals, the teachers,

Rodriguez said, often there is no
water. Something as simple as doing
the laundry has become literally
impossible.
Venezuelans now spend most of
their time standing in line, waiting to
buy whatever might be available.
“It’s like two or three days in
line. Then you get in and there’s not
anything left,” Rodriguez said.
“And they get mugged by people in
the line—it’s very dangerous.”
Perhaps most heartrending of all,
Rodriguez spoke of a relative who had
only two cans of formula for her baby
but learned of another family whose
baby had nothing at all.
“She decided to give this family
a can of formula because she felt
terrible—the baby is dying,” Rodriguez
said.
“A few days later, the grandfather
of the baby came home with a carton
of 48 eggs because he said, ‘We have
to save our baby.' Eggs are like gold
there."
Cortez said that if he were still
living in Venezuela, he’d most likely be
languishing in prison.
“I would be one of those arrested
for fighting the government, fighting
the injustice,” he said, eyes flashing.
The New York Times recently
reported that there are about 100
political prisoners and some 2,000
people who are the focus of politically
driven prosecution in Venezuela.
Cortez’ adopted sister, who once
worked for the opposition party
during the Hugo Chavez regime, was

performance and organizational issues. She also
developed the district’s five-year strategic plan.
During her tenure in Tucson, Vesely was
recognized as a school turnaround principal and
honored by the Center for the Future of Arizona
for guiding “Beat the Odds” achievement for a high
performing school.
Also in Tucson, she also supported facilitation
the district’s Leadership Academy to prepare
talented educators for school leadership roles
including principal, assistant principal and
instructional coaches.
staff, students and the community,” said Toenjes.
“I believe as a leader I should foster a district-wide
work environment that is student-focused and resultsoriented, placing high priority on student learning and
performance.”
She says she is impressed by the diverse educational
choices offered to families at both the elementary and
middle-school levels.
“In Kyrene, we have K-5 schools that offer dual
language, leadership, traditional styles of education, and
still maintain specials including library, art, music, PE —
Kyrene kids really receive a ‘whole child’ education,” said
Toenjes.
“As students move through grades six to eight, we add
elective choices so that during these key formative years we
give children the opportunity to explore their interests and
to discover their passion.”

granted asylum in the U.S. several ago.
Chavez, who died in 2013 after 15 years
in power, was replaced by Nicolas
Maduro, who is also a socialist.
Cortez said he blames Venezuela’s
socialist government for ruining
the country and shutting down
opposition. A referendum to recall
the president garnered more than a
million signatures, but the Maduro
regime claims thousands of them were
fraudulent. Meanwhile, state workers
who signed the referendum have been
fired from their jobs.
Venezuela’s border with Colombia
had been closed for a year, but was
briefly opened recently to allow 35,000
Venezuelans to cross in search of food
and medicine. “If Americans want to
do something, they need to write their
congressman and their senators so
they can put the pressure on because
it is an injustice, what’s happening in
Venezuela,” Cortez said.
A U.S. citizen who traveled to
Venezuela last month was arrested
and is being held in custody on what
some say are trumped-up charges of
terrorism and espionage.
The U.S. State Department has
issued a travel advisory for the country,
warning of violent crime, unrest and
government crackdown.
Said the advisory, in part:
“The U.S. Embassy makes it a
priority to request access to U.S.
citizens, but U.S. citizens cannot
assume a consular officer will visit
them within 24-72 hours of arrest.”

But it’s her new role as Kyrene superintendent
that gives her an opportunity to grab the brass ring
and lead the district so that “kids can build their
brains for the future.”
Vesely will present her goals for her first 90 days
in the position to the Kyrene Governing Board at an
upcoming meeting.
“My focus during the next three months will be
to understand how we can align the resources in
Kyrene to ensure that all students are college-and
career-ready and that achievement gaps are closed,”
concludes Vesely.
Toenjes says schools today are operating under a newer
model than in previous generations by engaging students
in their schoolwork.
“The days of ‘sit and listen’ are being replaced by our
students being involved in their own learning and working
collaboratively to solve problems.
“When we, as instructional leaders, offer them these
kinds of self-directed opportunities—it’s amazing to see
what they do,” said Toenjes.
As for her professional satisfaction, she says she has a
passion for serving and for feeling that her contributions
have made a difference, so she’s enthused to be back in the
East Valley.
“I am glad to be part of the Kyrene family. I’ve always
been aware of Kyrene’s reputation for excellence and look
forward to contributing to the journey.”
				
— Diana Whittle
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Private Retreat in South Tempe

Old world charm abounds in this
one-of-a kind property made for
entertaining!
Soothing fountains, outdoor
pizza oven, sunsets from the
roof-top deck and the blue
lagoon pool are just the
beginning of the indoor/outdoor
living this tastefully designed
home offers. This peaceful
retreat is located in a popular
South Tempe equestrian
community with horse stalls ,
riding arena, community pool,
tennis courts. Every room in the
home is rich in detail and quality
finishes. 4 bd/3ba +office, RV
parking. $799,000

Custom Home, Gated Community

Warner Ranch Beauty
Freshly Painted and New
Carpet installed this cutie, is
move in ready! Courtyard
Entry, Dramatic Vaulted
Ceilings, 3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths,
Spacious Eat In Kitchen
with Stainless Appliances &
Granite Countertops, Tons
of Cabinets,Custom Light
Fixtures, Plantation
Shutters, Neutral Tile
Flooring, Fireplace, Updated
Master Shower, Low
Maintenance Back Yard,
Beautiful home in High
Demand Warner Ranch.
Community Pool & Spa

Beautifully updated family
estate in charming, unique
tree-lined area. Expansive new
Island kitchen,
granite, Viking fridge/freezer,
walk-in pantry. Formal dining
room w/ Venetian plaster,
Alabaster lighting, library w/
fireplace & built in ladder,
huge family room w/bar, lg.
master suite, walk-in shower,
closet and its own laundry
room. Secondary bedrooms
have own sink and shower.
Walk out basement and much
more!

South Tempe Gem

Nestled off the beaten path this
lovely single level is a perfect
place to call home. Open Floor
Plan with High Ceilings. Lots
of Architectural Detail, Neutral
Tones, Gourmet Island kitchen
with Stainless Appliances. Lots
of White Cabinets and Granite
Slab Countertops. White
Shutters, Neutral Tile Flooring,
Great low maintenance back
yard. Security Screen Doors
Front and Back! 3 Car Garage
Epoxy Flooring, Cabinets and
Utility Sink! Great Corner in
Oasis Lake Community!

Buena Vista Ranchos
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Charming home on over a 1/2
acre lot. Four Bedrooms 3
Baths, Formal Living, Dining,
Family Room w/ Huge Game
Room, Island Kitchen with new
Quartz Countertops,
Stainless Appliances, Wet Bar,
Two Fireplaces, Huge Master
Suite with Remodeled Master
Bath, Newly Re-Done Pebble tec
Pool, Vegetable Garden, Chicken Coop, Children’s Playhouse,
Workshop, Located on Corner
lot across from the park. Don’t
miss this one! $785,000
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Rare Find!
Nearly 1.5 acres in highly
desirable South Tempe
neighborhood!! Single
level, 3 bed, 2 bath home
with rock fireplace and
galley kitchen. Shed/barn
in back with stalls for
horses. This is country
living in the city! This is
perfect for any animal
lover, a home based
business, or a fabulous
new custom home! The
possibilities are endless!!
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