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The smile on Kaelyn Forbes' face came
as no surprise to the crowd of cheering
onlookers when she and her Corona del Sol
teammates took ﬁrst place among the state's
Winter Color Guard competitors. The team
scored an impressive 83.61 points in the
National Scholastic A division. The daylong
championship event showcased more than 50
color guards and 20 percussion ensembles
from high schools all across Arizona.
Next stop: U.S. Finals in Dayton, Ohio
Wrangler News photo by Billy Hardiman
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participated in a decision-making exercise to identify
potential cuts.
Some of the recommendations involve reductions
in force for several positions, as well as reduced
hours for others.
The specials, such as music, art and physical
education, also could face sharp reductions.
At the district level, Calles says a withdrawal of
$2 million from the benefits trust might be a possible
solution, due to positive management of the fund.
By Diana Whittle
“The district made an investment into employee
pring is always budget time for the Kyrene
wellness
practices and into communicating better
school district, but this year school
behaviors on health management,” he said.
administrators must plan for a $5.2 million
The Kyrene Employee Benefit Trust board also
shortfall in the 2015-16 fiscal budget, due to cuts
developed
multiple plans over the years so employees
recommended by the governor’s office.
can
choose
health options that meet their needs,
According to the Executive Budget Summary, the
while being both cost effective for them and the
reason the governor chose to reduce non-classroom
district, Calles noted.
spending is to re-focus on students and teachers.
“The result was a multi-year reduction in claims
Superintendent David Schauer questions the
expenses
when the industry standard is to continually
rationale behind the diminished funding, however,
escalate from year to year.”
and posted his comments on the district’s website.
District-wide salaries would adjust minimally
“The Governor’s proposed budget impacts school
with
a 0.5 percent increase for all employees
districts negatively and is clearly a reduction in
being
recommended, which is not quite as dire as
funding.
years when the district had complete a pay freeze,
"For many years, Kyrene has been the top district
explained Calles.
in its peer group in classroom spending. We do
“We also are continuing the Performance Based
not need to be told this should be our priority, as it
Retention
Plan, which allows for a possible 2.5
always has been,” said Schauer.
percent increase to employees when they enter their
Staff recently developed several scenarios to
seventh year with the district, if they have met all
reduce spending, which were presented to the
of the performance measures during their time of
Governing Board by the district’s chief financial
service,” said Calles.
officer, Jeremy Calles. New this year is the
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Optimism remains as
Kyrene schools ponder
Ducey budget cuts

S

employee training costs and keeping teachers in our
district.”
Calles anticipates that in addition to the cuts for
the upcoming fiscal year, there will be more down the
road.
“We can anticipate the governor and the
legislature will continue their approach to balancing
the state budget by reducing expenditures.”
He says that there is some good news to be found,
though.
“Kyrene’s administration, in coordination with
the Governing Board, has been very efficient and
strategic in managing the budget over the past
several years, in spite of diminishing funding
support from the state.”
Calles outlined the timeline for finalizing the
budget, which by law must be balanced by June 30.
“We may still need to make a few more cuts over
the next few years, but we will be surgical with our
approach,” he said.
“We are prepared to review the budget each year,
carefully, to maximize our limited resources with the
least possible impact on student achievement or their
experience in the classroom.
“Kyrene will remain strong due to dedicated local
support and a proven track record that makes Kyrene
a popular choice with parents.”
For additional information about the proposed
budget, visit the district’s website at www.kyrene.org
and select the Financial Transparency link on the left
side of the home page.

Jeff Lucas

S
CD

Lo

t
r
Co

ne

o
rL

t

te
Ga

Erika Lucas-Goff

d

Chandler/ Warner Ranch

Chandler/ Willis Ranch

Tempe Town Lake Condo

Huge 5 BR home, pool, great schools
Coming Soon • Call for Details

Split 5 BR, pool, solar, great location
Priced at $290,000 • MLS #5200352

Upgrades galore, urban style, pristine
Priced at $339,000 • MLS #5249325

Experience Has It’s Rewards! Your Local Real Estate Experts for Over 20 Years.
Call
Today

(480) 598-8800 • TheLucasGroup.com
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MEEt our

award-winning

TEACHERS
DANIELLE KLEIN, Kindergarten
Voted one of the Best Elementary
School t
teachers in Ahwatukee

Bonnie Brockway feels a 'sense of fulfillment' by achieving her lifelong dream.
— Photo courtesy Mesa Community College

At 72, MCC grandma gets her degree
— and doesn't have to give up knitting

Middle School • Elementary • Preschool

Nationally accredited private school with a history of academic excellence.

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!
480-403-9500 • SummitSchoolaz.org

By Sally Mesarosh
onnie J. Brockway, a 72-yearsyoung great-grandma and soonto-be college graduate, was a bit
worried when she went back to school
at age 70.
She wondered if the professors and
students at Mesa Community College
would think of her as a serious student,
not merely an old lady taking a break
from her knitting.
She soon learned, however, that she
had no need to worry.
“The students and professors were
wonderful,” Brockway said. “I have
made such great friends. Some of them
call me mom; some of them call me
grandma. Going back to college has
enriched my life no end. I do love to

B

knit, but I’d rather go to school.”
Brockway’s desire to go to college
began in Wisconsin in 1959. Her plans
for college were put on hold as she
married at 17, raised four kids and
divorced 22 years later. During that
time she worked as a secretary at a
two-year college, a deputy clerk for
the State Bar of Arizona, an executive
secretary at General Dynamics and a
technical writer for Motorola.
Throughout the years, though,
she preserved her love for writing.
Brockway’s work has been published
in national magazines and Wisconsin
newspapers, including the Crawford
County Independent, the Vernon
— MCC, Page 5
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MCC
From Page 4
County Broadcaster and the La Crosse
Tribune. She now blogs for a marketing
company and works for Maricopa
Community College’s Chair Academy.
Even with these successes, the lack
of a college degree weighed heavily
upon her mind.
“I always wanted to earn a degree,”
said Brockway, who now lives in
Tempe. “It was one goal I didn’t want
to let go of.”
So, at the age of 70, she took what
she calls a “leap of faith” and enrolled
at MCC. She loved it immediately.
“I felt very comfortable at MCC,”
Brockway said. “The energy and
educational atmosphere gave me life,
gave me breath.”
Brockway names Josh Rathkamp’s
poetry class as her favorite class and
Rathkamp her favorite instructor.
“His creative writing classes tap into
all my creative juices,” said Brockway,
who received an honorable mention in

Chandler Regional to join
Kyrene for immunizations
Kyrene Family Resource Center
will be the site of immunization
clinics to be offered in conjunction
with Chandler Regional Medical
Center from 3-5 p.m. Tuesday, April
28. Vaccines are given to children six
weeks to 18 years of age.
A parent must accompany their
children to these clinics and provide

a recent writing competition at MCC.
“I enjoy them so much.”
Her proudest moment so far has
been the induction ceremony into Phi
Theta Kappa honor society.
“I cried through half the ceremony,”
she said. “I can’t believe at my age that
I have attained such an honor.”
She will graduate with an associate’s
degree in May and plans to transfer
to Northern Arizona University’s
Extended Campuses Program to earn
her bachelor’s degree in creative
writing.
Brockway jokes that her friends will
fill an entire section of the bleachers
during the commencement ceremony
at MCC. She is filled with pride at the
thought of her forthcoming graduation.
“To walk across the stage with
my cap and gown and PTK honor
ribbons and finally hear Pomp and
Circumstance is going to be the
highlight of my entire life, except when
my kids were born,” she said. “Even
though it took all this time, it will be
such a sense of fulfillment. What I
really wanted all my life, I will have
now.”
previous immunization history.
Effective in 2012, government
rules mandated that:
1. Children with private medical
insurance that covers vaccines will
NOT be eligible for the free vaccines
at these clinics; and
2. Vaccines will be FREE to
children with NO insurance; children
with AHCCCS and Kids Care
Insurance; and children with private
insurance that does not cover vaccines
and Native American children.

Hot off
the press:
Summer
camp time is
just around
the corner
It’s about time to
start making summer
plans for your kids to
ensure they stay active
and engaged between
school sessions. Tempe
offers summer camps
in a variety of subjects
and at convenient
times to help find one
that’s a perfect fit for
any child. Registration
for most camps is now
open. Information
at Tempe.gov/
SummerCamps.
— Photo courtesy
City of Tempe
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Chandler residents urged to access online polls as
a way to get involved in helping plan city's future

W

hat is the most important
investment to maintain the quality
of west Chandler and other city
neighborhoods? That is the question being
asked in a series of monthly online polls
planners are using to aid them in updating the
city’s General Plan.
Residents wishing to participate in
the process can visit the project website,
www.chandleraz.gov/GPudate, and click on
the “Get Involved” tab.
The polls are part of a program required of
cities at least once every 10 years to readopt
or update existing General Plans. Chandler’s
current plan was adopted by the City Council
and ratified by voters in 2008.
While the updating effort will employ
traditional community meetings and
engagement opportunities, the city early
on established a project website, monthly
polls and a Planning Lab whereby citizens
and stakeholders can provide input into the
process.
“The monthly polls allow residents to
participate in the General Plan update
wherever they have access to a computer or
mobile device,” said David de la Torre, the
city’s Principal Planner overseeing the project.
“It’s an easy way for residents to share

their thoughts on specific topics during the
update process.”
The poll questions will change monthly,
and in addition to being answered online,
can be answered in person by visiting
the Chandler Museum, located inside the
McCullough-Price House, 300 S. Chandler
Village Drive.
The museum houses project-related
materials, including the monthly poll
question, allowing visitors the opportunity to
learn about and contribute to the project.
In addition, residents can interact with
city planners in Planning Labs held between
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. the first Friday of the
month at the museum. Comments also can
be submitted online at www.chandleraz.gov/
GPupdate.
The public also is being invited to attend
regular General Plan Citizens’ Advisory
Committee meetings and participate in
upcoming outreach efforts, including
Chandler Vision Fest, a week-long series
of events to be held in mid-May aimed at
encouraging public participation in the
General Plan update process.
Committee meeting times and event
details will be posted on the City’s website,
www.chandleraz.gov

Academy
open to
aspiring young
firefighters

Y

oung men and women
ages 15 to 21 who are
interested in someday
pursuing careers in the fire
service can get hands-on
exposure to firefighting by
joining the Chandler Fire
Cadets, a skill-development
and community-service
program taught by members
of the Chandler Fire, Health
& Medical Department.
To become a cadet,
candidates must first
complete Chandler’s Fire
Cadet Academy, an eightweek program that starts
May 2 and meets from 5 to 9
p.m. Wednesdays and 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturdays through
June 27.
The academy includes
elements of physical
fitness, teamwork, personal
development, firefighting

skills and more. It is held
at the city’s Fire Training
Center, 3550 S. Dobson
Road.
The academy application
is online at www.chandleraz.
gov/fire. A $100 registration
fee includes a polo shirt,
two T-shirts and two pairs
of training shorts. Uniform
costs for boots, pants and a
belt are additional.
Applicants who cannot
afford the registration or
uniform fees can apply for
a scholarship by calling the
cadet program’s adviser,
Battalion Chief Norm
Germaine, at 480-7822120 or emailing norman.
germaine@chandleraz.gov.
All eligible applicants who
apply will be accepted into
the academy and must attend
an orientation meeting at
7 p.m. Thursday, April 16,
at the Fire Training Center.
Parents are also strongly
encouraged to attend the
meeting.
After graduation from
the academy, Chandler
— CADETS, Page 7
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Members of Chandler Fire Cadet Academy after a training session on how to spray water on a fire from a safe distance.

— Photo courtesy Chandler Fire Department

Fire Cadets meet at the Training Center on the first
Saturday and third Wednesday of each month for
physical training, drills and classroom instruction.
Saturday meetings are from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.;
Wednesday meetings are from 5 to 9 p.m.
Cadets who graduate from the academy are
eligible to ride with fire crews and operate with them
(must be age 16 or older).
Said Germaine:

“The Fire Cadet program is a great experience
for young people who have a desire to become a
firefighter.
"They gain a first-hand perspective on the mental
and physical challenges we face every day.
“It also gives us a chance to see their work ethic
and strength of character in a team environment. It’s
always gratifying for me to see these young men and
women rise to the challenge.”

GYMNASTICS

June 1st - July 30th

Gymnastics, Dance, Sports, Games,
Arts and Crafts, Theme Weeks,
Half Day & Full Day Options Available

Fun And More!

455 E. Warner Rd., Chandler, AZ 85225

480-857-7335

1700 E. Elliot Rd. #9, Tempe, AZ 85284

480-557-0006

www.GoldMedalGym.com

RESERVE
YOUR SPOT
TODAY!
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Coalition to End Homelessness
advocates for poor; volunteers
sought for April 6-7 phone bank
By Joyce Coronel
udi Messer can’t look away when
she sees a homeless person
begging for help. The former
cardiac care nurse has devoted the last
17 years of her life to helping the men,
women and children in the Valley who
have no place to call home.
Messer knows they need help with
the basics — things most people take
for granted — so she developed the
“Hands of Hope” project.
The East Valley resident gathers
supplies such as socks, bottles of water,
lip balm, nail clippers and granola bars
and packs them into plastic, zipper-seal
bags she keeps in her car to hand out.
She’s also put together hundreds of kits
that people can distribute.
And though Messer is just one
person trying to make a difference,
she’s not alone. The Arizona Coalition
to End Homelessness was formed in
the 1990s after advocates realized
there was a need to coordinate efforts
around the state in support of some of

2015

J

the poorest of Arizona’s poor.
Rebecca Pringle, communications
manager for ACEH, said the group is
working to end homelessness through
coordination, education and advocacy.
“We believe the best way to
end homelessness is to prevent
homelessness,” Pringle said. ACEH
does not provide direct services but
instead advocates on behalf of member
organizations at the state legislature.
Some 51 organizations belong
to the organization. One of them is
Maggie’s Place, a network of homes
for expectant mothers who would
otherwise be homeless. Arizona has
three Maggie’s Place homes; one of
them, Elizabeth House, is located in
Tempe.
Women can join the Maggie’s
Place community at any point in
their pregnancy and stay until their
child is at least six months old. Many
of the guests come from difficult
circumstances, such as domestic
violence, drug abuse, lack of work
experience, mental illness and low self-

APRIL 24
at Kiwanis Park
$20 thru April 23 or $25 on April 24

Free for ages 12 and under
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worth.
Over 650 women have benefitted from the
Maggie’s Place homes since the organization was
founded in 1999. Kylie, who lived at Elizabeth House
in 2006, had nowhere else to turn when she got
pregnant. After giving birth to Brianne, a baby girl,
the two remained at the home for three months.
Counseling, mentoring and emotional support are
just some of the benefits guests receive.
“I don’t know where I would be if it weren’t for
Maggie’s Place,” Kylie wrote of the experience on the
organization’s website. “Maggie’s Place was a lifeline
for me.”
Kylie has since been able to finish school and now
works as a medical biller and coder for a behavioral
health company.
For those who’d like to help feed the homeless,
there’s Paz de Cristo, a soup kitchen located on
Broadway and Country Club Road in Mesa where
a hot meal is served every night of the week. Arlen
Westling, director of the organization, said that
between the nightly meal service and food box
distribution, about 50,000 meals are served each
month.
Messer volunteers there on Wednesdays, handing
out cough drops, reviewing medications and offering
advice. Mostly though, it’s the human touch she
offers, as when someone approaches her for a new
pair of socks.
“I look at them in the face. I don’t let them come
up to me and grab socks from the table,” Messer said.
“They’re holding their hand out for socks and I
grab their hand and shake it.
“When I drive away, I feel like I’ve done the best
I could for the situation I was in and I’ve made a

and local level. On any
given night in Arizona, as
many as 27,000 people are
homeless. Poverty, domestic
violence, chronic health
conditions, mental health
issues and substance abuse
are some of the factors that
contribute to homelessness.
A lack of support systems
and affordable housing are
other forces that drive the
problem.
“There’s a huge need
out there,” Pringle said.
The ACEH website lists the
dozens of organizations that
are part of the coalition, and
donating funds, goods and
services to these member
agencies is another good
At Paz de Cristo center for homeless, visitor Donnie Franklin receives one of the
way to help.
approximately 50,000 meals served every month.
— Photo Billy Hardiman/Wrangler News
Volunteers are still
needed to staff an April
difference in somebody’s life just by looking at them
6 and 7 phone bank in honor of Arizona Gives Day.
or talking to them.”
ACEH is hoping to make some 5,000 calls seeking
Pringle said those who want to help be part of
donations and will need willing participants with cell
the solution to ending homelessness can become
phones to make calls from the organization’s Phoenix
members of ACEH.
headquarters.
“They can sign up for our alerts, get updates and
“It will be fun,” Pringle said of the upcoming
all the other training that we have coming up. They
effort.
can like us and follow us on Facebook. There’s so
“You watch the numbers go up.”
much to learn,” Pringle said.
To volunteer for the ACEH phone bank or
For $50, membership supports the work of ACEH to make a contribution, visit ACEH.org or call
to advocate on behalf of the homeless at the state
602- 340-9393.
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Three schools earn A+ recognition
By Diana Whittle

T

hree schools in the Kyrene district — Mariposa
Elementary, Kyrene Traditional Academy’s Sureño
campus and Pueblo Middle School — have earned the
Arizona Educational Foundation’s A+ School of Excellence
recognition for the 2014-15 academic year.
The awards follow an in-depth evaluation in the
areas of student focus and support, school culture, active
teaching and learning, curriculum, leadership, community
and parental involvement, and assessment data.
A lengthy written document is submitted by each
school, followed by a rigorous site visit by a team of
judges. Preparation of each school’s application involves
collaboration among students, faculty, staff, administrators
and community members.
Spencer Fallgatter, the principal at Mariposa, says that
his school’s staff worked as a team, along with the school’s
site council, during the year.
“We had one teacher, Amber Kremlacek, who authored
the 35-page application with assistance from me,” said
Fallgatter.
“Mariposa received the A+ award in 2003-2004, again
in 2008-2009, and (now) for the third year. I believe we
are the only school in Kyrene that received the reward
three times.”
He says that one of Mariposa’s strengths is having a
diverse community along with an extremely active parent
group, who are highly engaged in ensuring their children
receive a quality education.
“We also have a very caring school community. We
have a group within our school called
Mariposa KARES that focuses on many service
projects,” said Fallgatter.
“Most recently, we partnered with a non-profit to raise
money for a former Mariposa student, who
unfortunately, has cancer. We are a school that prides
itself in meeting the needs of ‘all learners’ while continuing
to work together to find innovative ways to provide ongoing
support to our students.”
Fallgatter says that as principal he is always looking for
ways to improve the school’s performance.
“A first-class school like Mariposa is always looking to
up its game. Our teachers work with instructional coaches
to improve their instructional delivery, focus on the specific

needs of their students and deliver instruction in a highly
engaging way.”
For Kyrene Traditional Academy, this was the first
time it applied for the award and received it, according to
principal Marianne Lescher. She agrees that the application
was a shared effort that included students and parents.
Through the intensive process, the school also learned
about its qualities.
“We rediscovered the strength of our climate and
community, and the positive impact our collegial
relationships have on students,” said Lescher.
“We saw the positive impact of our Spalding reading
program, and how well our students are achieving across
all reading and language areas. We also saw how our
positive and pro-active approach to behavioral supports
has proven beneficial to our students and their behavior
and our school’s climate.”
As for improvements, Lescher says she wants to
continue on an upward trajectory.
“We want to continue to improve on teacher training
in Spalding reading and Saxon math, our two unique
resources and strategies. Our results are really great with
these resources and we want to continue.”
Both schools reported parents and students to be
enthusiastic upon hearing news of the award.
“All day, parents were coming in to school to
congratulate everyone, and we got lots of congratulatory
emails! We are also excited because we have also been
nominated for the National
Blue Ribbon School award, and we will hear about that
in September,” said Lescher.
She plans a school assembly for April 27 to celebrate as
a school.
Recognition through the A+ School of Excellence
program can help increase confidence in Arizona’s
public schools and create greater parent and community
involvement, educators agree. Schools receive $500 and
a banner designating it as an A+ School of Excellence
winner. All staff and faculty at the award-winning schools
will be eligible for partial scholarships from Argosy
University Phoenix. The award is valid for 3½ years.
“This is a well-deserved honor for the staff, students
and parents in these schools’ communities,” said Kyrene
Superintendent Dr. David K. Schauer.

Congratulations!
KYRENE ALUMNI

Athletes of the Month
Alex Hart – Track and Field
Kyrene del Cielo Elementary
Aprende Middle School

Kelly Naumann – Track and Field
Kyrene de la Mariposa Elementary
Aprende Middle School
Jackie Martin – Track and Field
C.I. Waggoner Elementary
Aprende Middle School

Kyrene is proud of its students
as they move from elementary into high
school and college. Each month we will
honor some of our former students as we
hear of their accomplishments.

www.kyrene.org
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'Dollars for Scholars' comes to the rescue for many who aspire to higher education

Financial crisis doesn't have to derail college

By Joyce Coronel

F

or many high school students, a higher
education — the key to a brighter future — is
an impossible dream.
Thanks to Tempe Dollars for Scholars, 170
students from Tempe Union high schools have
received the financial help to achieve their goals.
That’s because nine years ago, Frank Schmuck,
who serves on the Dollars for Scholars local board,
met Dr. Irving Fradkin, a retired Massachusetts
optometrist who in 1958 challenged others to give
at least $1 to help local youth receive a college
education.
Fradkin’s efforts resulted in the development of
what is now a nationwide program with 700 affiliates
in thousands of communities. Since its founding, the
Tempe chapter of Dollars for Scholars, now part of
Scholarship America, has awarded some $173,000 in
scholarships.
“The neat thing about the program is, they’ve
never been frivolous with the money. They’ve always
put it in the child’s name and delivered it to the
institution they’ve decided they wanted to attend,”
Schmuck said.

Although the deadline to apply for scholarships
for this year has passed, Tempe Union High School
students are encouraged to apply during the
upcoming school year.
This year there were 200 students vying for
38 the scholarships worth $1,000 or more. Some
colleges and universities have agreed to match dollar
for dollar, thereby doubling the amount of the award.
And while the organization is looking for
applicants with good grades who don’t have the
financial means to pay for post-secondary education,
the selection committee considers each student’s
particular circumstances.
“Good grades doesn’t necessarily mean you
were a stellar student forever. Some of them have
life-altering events. Some of their stories are
heartbreaking to hear,” Schmuck said.
Nori Cannell, director of guidance and career
and technical education for TUHSD, also serves on
the board of Tempe Dollars for Scholars. She said
the scholarship selection committee has criteria for
judging each application.
“Some students have had to work part time to
support their families or have had a parent who is
ill,” Cannell said.

The committee has received applications over the
years from students who are homeless.
“We’ve had students like that who lived out of
the back of their car with their family. We’ve had
students where the mother or father died,” Scmuck
said.
At the award ceremony, a brief narrative about
the recipient is read aloud to the audience and the
individual or a representative of the organization that
funded the scholarship presents a certificate to the
student.
Scmuck said the sheepskin certificate is framed
and includes the donor’s photo or logo so that years
down the road, when the student has graduated,
there will be a tangible reminder of how their dream
was launched.
“They’re going to see that one day and say, ‘This
helped me, and now I’m going to help somebody
else,” Schmuck said.
“We want students who are really committed to
getting some kind of higher education, regardless
of whether they are going to vocational training, a
community college, a trade school or certification
program or a four-year college or university. We give
them the resources to get started in school,” Cannell
said.
Clarissa Graham received a scholarship four years
ago and graduated from Arizona State University’s
W.P. Carey School of Business last December. Today,
she’s working in the supply-chain department at
Arizona Public Service in downtown Phoenix.
“I am extremely appreciative and thankful for
what has been given to me because it really had an
impact on my education,” Graham said.
“I felt valued just knowing that someone saw
potential in my future and in me as a person. It also
felt really great to have the financial stress taken off,”
Graham said.
Debbie Graham, Clarissa’s mom, agreed.
“It meant a lot for us to receive the scholarship.
It was very helpful because at the time, my husband
was forced into an early retirement situation,” Debbie
said.
Schmuck hopes that many more people and
organizations will step forward to help fund
scholarships.
Recipients, he said, represent future employees,
consumers and clients for the businesses that back
such scholarships.
But there’s more.
For every $100 donated toward a scholarship,
donors receive a raffle ticket for a chance to win
a coach and team-signed ball from Corona del
Sol’s unprecedented four-time state championship
basketball team.
The prize is to be raffled off at the April 13 award
ceremony.
For more information or to donate, visit
tempedollarsforscholars.org

Wrangler News • April 4 - 17, 2015 • Page 13

Funding boosts CARE 7 crisis intervention services
By Sally Mesarosh

G

etting families to talk honestly about
substance abuse is not an easy task,
according to Kristen Scharlau, Tempe’s
CARE 7 program coordinator.
But with recent funding from the Arizona
Criminal Justice Commission, the CARE 7 staff
and Tempe police officers will have new tools and
resources to help families struggling with untreated
and sometimes generational substance abuse issues.
Tempe Social Services’ Care 7 Program is one
of 13 agencies in Arizona that recently received
grant funding from the Arizona Criminal Justice
Commission for substance abuse prevention. In all,
more than $600,000 was awarded for evidencebased programs focused on Arizona youth and
young adults.
The grant program is a collaboration between
ACJC and the Arizona Department of Health
Services, Division of Behavioral Health Services
to fund prevention and education efforts by state,
county, local, and tribal criminal justice agencies – as
well as non-profit organizations – between April 1
and Sept. 30. Tempe Social Services’ portion is for
$29,620.
Scharlau said given the limited time span of the
grant, her staff is ready to hit the ground running.
“I’m so excited about this opportunity,” Scharlau
said. “Tempe is a really progressive community and
we pride ourselves on promoting healthy families.”
The CARE 7 Crisis Response Team, a group

of professionally trained staff and community
volunteers, works closely with Tempe Police and
Fire personnel to provide 24 hour, on-scene, crisis
intervention services. After a recent merger, CARE 7
and Tempe’s Counseling Services Department now
work together to offer citizens an array of services
from the original 911 call all the way through to
therapy.
Scharlau said the grant funding will be used to
help families develop healing strategies and coping
skills through Celebrating Families!, a 16-week
curriculum developed by the National Association for
Children of Alcoholics. The program addresses the
needs of children and parents in families that have
serious problems with alcohol and other drugs.
After researching the program, which has a
proven track record of success, Scharlau knew
it would be a good fit. “Before, we dealt with the
problem on the reactive side—after the fact—but now
we can affect change on the other side,” Scharlau
said. “This is a mechanism for Tempe officers to have
a positive tool to help families.”
First, Tempe police officers and CARE 7
will identify families who can benefit from the
curriculum. The families are then invited to an
old-fashioned family sit-down dinner, followed by
split counseling sessions, one for adults and one
for children, lasting 90 minutes. At the end of the
sessions, the groups come together to discuss what
they learned.
A different theme will be presented each week
with topics such as nutrition, anger management,

chemical dependency, making healthy choices and
choosing healthy relationships.
“This curriculum gets families talking about the
disease and how it is affecting their family,” Scharlau
said. Scharlau said statistics show that families
with substance abuse run a higher risk of domestic
violence and child abuse.
“Substance abuse is often a generational issue,”
Scharlau said. “If left untreated, it will only progress,
and 10 years from now, officers will be dealing with
the children of the adult substance abusers. But we
can stop a lot of the problems if we start early.”
John A. Blackburn, Jr., executive director of the
Arizona Criminal Justice Commission, said he is
pleased with the quality of the proposals that ACJC
received from grant applicants.
“The evidence-based programs that we will
be funding should have an immediate impact in
communities all across the state,” Blackburn said in a
press release. The programs are designed to prevent
and/or reduce substance abuse in a cost-effective
manner, increase public safety, proactively address
substance abuse and build collaborative relationships
between public health, community, and criminal
justice organizations.
Scharlau is certain that the Celebrating Families!
curriculum will have an impact on Tempe families.
“I know that we will affect positive change,” she
said. “There’s no way you can spend 16 weeks and
not develop a relationship of communication and
honesty.” For more information on CARE 7, contact
Kristen Scharlau at 480-350-2969.
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Best, brightest to be recognized

F

or the 18th year, Tempe will
honor its best and brightest
young people at the 2015
YouthFest Courage Awards and Tempe
Top Teens recognition dinner from
6-9 p.m. Monday, April 6 at Tempe
Mission Palms.
The awards acknowledge the
courage it can take for a young person
to grow up in a challenging world.
Eleven young people will receive
awards at this year’s dinner for
displaying the courage to overcome
physical limitations, health conditions
or family situations.
In addition to the courage awards,
46 young people will be recognized as
Tempe Top Teens for their exemplary
efforts in academics, athletics, arts,
music, citizenship, community
service and demonstration of social

conscience.
Mayor Mark Mitchell, members
of Tempe City Council and Tempe
Diablos will host the dinner, which
will be attended by other city and
state dignitaries, recipients and their
families, educators, community
leaders, school board members and
superintendents.
Matt Pace of 12 News will serve as
the master of ceremonies.
The evening will begin at 6 with a
reception featuring the Tempe High
School Quartet, followed by dinner at
6:30 p.m. featuring the Corona del Sol
High School Steel Drum Band.
Tempe Mission Palms is at 60 E.
Fifth St., Tempe.
Information: Kim Bauman
at 480-858-2462 kim_bauman@
tempe.gov

LARRY FITZGERALD
YOUTH FOOTBALL PROCAMP
PRESENTED BY:

PREMIER PARTNERS:

MAY 9-10 | McCLINTOCK HIGH SCHOOL | TEMPE, AZ
BOYS & GIRLS | GRADES 1-8 | $199

REGISTER AT LARRYFITZGERALDCAMP.COM
USE PROMO CODE “WRANGLER” FOR 10% OFF
Each Camper Receives:
• Football Tips from Larry
• Autograph from Larry
• Team Photo with Larry
• Oﬃcial Camp T-shirt
MEDIA PARTNERS:

EVENT PARTNERS:

ProCamps is a registered trademark of ProCamps Worldwide, Inc. ©2015 ProCamps Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

We're making room for our new inventory!

With every order placed. Tempe location only.

Sports

With Alex Zener • Photos by Billy Hardiman

Aztecs gather in a pre-game prayer circle for their teammate

T

he Aztec volleyball team is all about being
strong this season while playing on the court
but they are being strong oﬀ the court, as well,
for their teammate Ridge Vanderbur, who was
diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia this past
summer.
“Our season is about being ‘Aztec Strong’
because we are dedicating our season to Ridge,” said
coach Brynne Evans. “Ridge’s strength to ﬁght
his disease has motivated our team to ﬁght in our
matches.”
“Whether Ridge is on the court or not, he is one
of our teammates. His jersey is on the bench for every
match. He is one of us.” The Aztecs have nine players
returning from last season’s 13-19 team. The six

seniors and three juniors should have the experience
and leadership to help the rest of the team increase
their win record this season.
“We are meshing together two groups of clubteam players who have played together in either club
or school volleyball for years,” said Evans. “I am
pleased with how we are playing as one so far this
season.”
Some of the players to watch include senior
Trystin Nelson and junior setter Ryan Iskandar.
“Trystin has become a dominant blocker and
hitter on our team,” said Evans. “Although Ryan is
our setter, he has the ability to hit for us as well.”
In addition to Trystin and Ryan, Evans adds
—SPORTS, Page 16

Ridge Vanderbur during last season
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For Aztecs, a welcome spike to the season
same Section V, including Gilbert, Hamilton and
regular season by being in the top two.”
Jeﬀrey McCain to the mix as one of
With an improved work ethic and team unity, Desert Vista.
the team’s go-to hitters when a point is
The Aztecs have won their last three matches
the Aztecs seem to really want to drive each other
needed. McCain and Nelson were also
but were scheduled the play the Gilbert Tigers on
to be better every day and make that spot in the
named by Evans as the players to put up
April 2 at home, Horizon Honors on April 7, and
playoﬀs, according to Evans, but they will have to
the strongest block on the team.
then Mesa on April 9.
ﬁght every section game to win.
Moving up from JV to the varsity team this season are
It may be an uphill battle to make the state
Getting
to
the
state
junior middle blocker Austin Dixon,, sophomore defensive
playoﬀ
s, but when the Aztecs need to be reminded
playoﬀ
s
may
be
diﬃ
cult
specialist Dion Deguzman and sophomore middle
to be strong and ﬁght through adversity, all they
again this season because
blocker Connor Niemtschk.
have to do is look for Ridge’s empty jersey on the
some of the best teams
“Austin has great athletic ability, height and power
bench.
in the state in the
(and) is steadily increasing his
knowledge of
“Whether Ridge is on the court or not, he is
the game,” said Evans. “Dion is a
fantastic and
one
of our teammates,” said Evans. “Our goal
dynamic young defensive player with
is “State for Eight” in honor of
a great court sense, while Connor
Ridge. He is one of us.”
moves well across the net.”
Corona has three defensive players
who are also among the team’s best servers.
“Antonio Guarino,, Dion Deguzman and Chris
Baker are all fantastic back-row players that we rely on
heavily,” said Evans. “These three are also some of our best
servers.”
In addition,
Corona's Ryan Iskandar dives for a save
the Aztecs have two
freshmen on the team.
Tempe Prep Softball — Tempe Prep, an losing to San Carlos, 9-37.
Setter Chris Davis
Up next, Tempe Prep was scheduled to play at
independent D-IV school, played in the Salt River
has given the team the
the
Mogollon
Mustangs April 2, Phoenix Country Day
Softball Tournament at Coronado High School,
option to open up its
March 26-28, defeating Tonopah Valley, 18-11, before Eagles on April 6 and Paradise Honors on April 7.
game oﬀensively, and
outside hitter Ryan
Pike, a player with
great natural ability, is
improving every day
with his work ethic,
according to Evans.
Evans is counting
on returning caption
Russell Johns and
fellow seniors Devon
Nelson and Alex
Cox to help provide
leadership on and oﬀ
the court.
The Aztecs are
going to need to
ﬁght hard to make it
to the state playoﬀ
Chris Davis
tournament this season
with the new rules.
It is doubly important after losing out last year on a
technicality.
“We were very frustrated last year when we were
kicked out of the tournament due to the rule that three
teams in each section are allowed to earn a spot in the
tournament,” said Evans. “Our goal is to not put ourselves
in that position again. We have to earn our spot in the
Tempe Prep makes a crash landing at home
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Marcos' Nick Leach narrowly slides past McClintock's George Lopez, successfully stealing second base

Marcos de Niza Baseball — With a 6-81 overall record and 3-2-1 in their section, the Padres
are led in hitting and scoring by two freshmen, a junior
and a senior.
Freshman Nick Leach has played in 13 games,
so far scoring 16 runs and hitting .351. What’s most
impressive about this young player is his base running:
he has stolen 16 bases on 16 attempts in the ﬁrst 14
games.
Senior Matt Langmack was involved in 27 of
the 84 runs scored by the Padres, including 16 RBIs,
the most on the team and 11 runs hitting .289 in 14
games.
Freshman Max L’Heureux has 15 hits out of 37
times at bat, hitting .405, the highest on the team. He
is also four for four on stolen bases, while Ben Birk is
three for three attempts as well.
Junior Giovanni Nieves has played in all 14
games so far, with nine runs on 10 hits and 10 RBIs,
hitting .323.
The Padres were scheduled to play Higley March
30, then at Notre Dame Prep on April 1. After Easter
they will play at Apache Junction on April 7 before
two home games: April 8 against Dobson and April 9
against Seton Catholic.
Corona Baseball — The Aztecs have started
the season on a roll, only losing two games, compiling
a 13-2 record and making it all the way to the ﬁnals of
the Arizona High School Spring Baseball Invitational
held this year at Brophy College Prep before losing to
Hamilton 8-4.

Corona had an early 3-1 lead against the Huskies
McClintock Baseball — The Chargers,
in the third inning before Hamilton’s starting pitcher
3-10-1 overall, 1-3-1 section, are led in the hitting
took over, not allowing Corona to get much action
category by Gianna Guaglianone, who has 10 runs
until the sixth inning when sophomore inﬁelder
on 15 hits with two home runs and 7 RBIs, hitting .341
playing in 13 games.
Chase Hamilton, who
Pete Lopez is
has been coming back
helping his team, hitting
from an injury, hit an
.342 with 13 hits, 6 runs
RBI triple to score the
and 4 RBIs going to bat
Aztecs’ last run of the
38 times in 14 games, as
tournament.
is George Lopez, with
Senior Matt
10 hits scoring 3 runs
Weston was excellent in
and 4 RBIs playing in 13
the right ﬁeld during the
games.
tournament, garnering the
Max Hartgraves
Gold Glove honors, while
has played in all 14 games
so far, scoring 8 runs
junior Ryan Novis took
on 12 hits with 6 RBIs
home the Outstanding
hitting .308.
Hitter award.
Leading pitcher
Corona left the
Danny
Gorman, with
tournament feeling good
two wins in his stats, can
about its performance and
also hit the ball. He has
McClintock's Danny Gorman takes a swing
boosting the conﬁdence
been up to bat 45 times,
needed to defeat Chaparral
scoring 8 runs on 10 hits
in a close 3-2 contest on March 28, increasing the
with a home run and 4 RBIs to his record.
Aztecs’ important power ranking points for the state
The Chargers were scheduled to play at Skyline
playoﬀs.
on March 30, at home against South Mountain on
The Aztecs were scheduled to play against
March 31 and at Arcadia on April 2.
Mesquite on March 31 before two away games.
Up next they will play Notre Dame Prep at home
They will play at Gilbert Highland on April 2 and at
on April 8 before playing at cross-town rival Tempe on
Coronado on April 8.
April 10.
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Seton coach receives coveted Cotton Fitzsimmons recognition

I

n celebration of the 10-year anniversary of the
Spirit of Cotton Award, named after former Suns
head coach Cotton Fitzsimmons, Phoenix Suns
Charities has presented Seton Catholic Preparatory
with a personalized commemorative banner
recognizing Seton girls varsity basketball coach Karen
Self.
Seton was the first high school on the Phoenix Suns
Charities tour as representatives delivered banners to
all nine award-winning coaches.
“It was uplifting for JoAnn Fitzsimmons and me
to return to Seton and see the 2008 Spirit of Cotton
winner, Coach Self, still inspiring her girls basketball
team with her winning ways, both on the court and in

A memorable 75th
ASU Class of ‘63 graduate Ron Pies commemorated his 75th birthday by throwing
out the ﬁrst pitch at the spring training game between the Los Angeles Angels
of Anaheim and the San Francisco Giants. Wearing Angel jersey #75, the pitch
was caught by Angel #75, Kyle Kubitza. Kubitza topped off the game, driving in
the winning run in the bottom of the ninth inning. Pies is a former Cactus League
President, chair of the Governor’s Baseball Commission and vice chair of the
Maricopa County Stadium Advisory Committee. He was also instrumental in
bringing the then-California Angels to Tempe for spring training.

the lives of her student-athletes,” said Robin Milne,
Phoenix Suns Charities executive director.
“The bond between Coach Self and her players
was evident, and we were thrilled to celebrate the
10th anniversary of the award by hanging a banner
in Seton’s gym to acknowledge Coach Self for all her
years of success.”
Seton assistant principal David Sorkin was
likewise pleased.
“It is a privilege for Seton Catholic’s own Karen
Self to be recognized by Phoenix Suns Charities
as a former Spirit of Cotton Award recipient,” he
said. “The award is meaningful because it measures
athletic success beyond the trophy case.
“Karen has dedicated 23 years to coaching and
teaching at Seton, bringing home multiple awards
and mentoring hundreds of young women on
achieving success on and off the court.”
As the girls varsity basketball coach at Seton, Self
has won nearly 600 games and has brought home
seven state titles.
The latest was the 2014 Division II Girls State
Championship. In 2008, she received her first Spirit
of Cotton Award, which recognizes a high school
basketball coach who consistently demonstrates
the best qualities of a coach, educator, mentor and
community leader.
Self attended Arizona State University where she
was a basketball all-star. She also teaches algebra
and economics at Seton.

Wrangler News • April 4 - 17, 2015 • Page 19

Chandler seeks
Hall of Fame
nominees
Chandler celebrates the
athletic accomplishments
and sports history of the
community each year with
the induction of worthy
individuals and teams into
the Chandler Sports Hall
of Fame. Athletes, coaches,
school administrators and
teams that have brought
state-wide and national
recognition to the city are
nominated by the public
and chosen by a select
committee whose members
have a genuine interest in
the history of athletics in
Chandler.
The public nomination
period is currently open
through April 10, and forms
are available online at www.
chandleraz.gov/museum or
at the Chandler Museum,
300 S. Chandler Village
Drive, southwest of Chandler
Fashion Center.
After the nomination
period ends on April 10,
the selection committee
will review the submissions
and vote. The next round of
honorees will be recognized
during the 12th Annual
Chandler Sports Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony
and Luncheon on Feb. 13.
To be selected for
the local Hall of Fame, a
nominee must be five years
removed from high school
graduation and have excelled
in a chosen employment
field during those five years.
Nominees must also have
either attended or coached
at a public or private high
school in Chandler, or
claimed Chandler as their
hometown, during the
period of their athletic
achievements.
Inductees are honored
for their achievements at the
highest levels of their sport,
whether at the local, state,
national, collegiate, Olympic
or professional level.
Information: 480782-2717.
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Diversions
'Furious Seven'

M

y mother always hated car
chase movies. She used to take
me to the live-action Disney
comedies of the early ‘70s irritably,
under protest, because they routinely
ended with a wacky car chase.
A few years later, she was appalled
when one of my nephews became an
avid fan of The Dukes of Hazzard, and
insisted on getting in the car through
the open window.
Over the years I’ve enjoyed many
a movie car chase, but at some deep
psychological level I’ve always felt a
little guilt over this, knowing that my
Mom wouldn’t approve.
That feeling was magnified while I
watched this seventh entry in the Fast
and the Furious series.
The accident that killed star Paul
Walker in 2013 wasn’t part of the film’s
production (nor was Walker driving).
But it was speed-related, and
it’s hard to overcome the sense that
movies like this franchise—the implicit
message of which is that it’s impossible
to be seriously injured in a car crash—
may contribute to mishaps like this.

with M.V. Moorhead

In a showpiece scene of Furious 7
[spoiler alert!], Vin Diesel and Walker
drive a high-performance car out of
the upper-floor window of a high-rise
building.
They sail through the air into the
windows of the neighboring high-rise,
then across that building and out the
far side, through the air again into a
third high-rise.
When Diesel begins barreling
toward the windows, Walker yells “Cars
can’t fly! Cars can’t fly!” but there’s no
sign that director James Wan agrees.
This and other scenes inevitably have a
macabre extra resonance.
The story has Diesel’s street racing
gang turned government agents stalked
by vengeful Brit special forces rogue
Jason Statham.
Djimon Hounsou is another heavy,
Dwayne Johnson is the lead G-man,
Michelle Rodriguez is back with her
beguiling Snoopy-vulture scowl, and
Kurt Russell saunters in for a few
entertaining scenes as a shifty covert
ops honcho.
All of the actors, starting with
always-endearing Diesel, are agreeable,
and the dialogue is so self-consciously
macho and the action so cartoonishly

Wrangler News • April 4 - 17, 2015 • Page 21

overscaled that it’s hard to resist the idea that the
whole thing is a put-on, and start enjoying the
silliness.
But every time a vehicle plummeted off a cliff
in the Caucasus only to have its passengers emerge
looking better than I do after a good night’s sleep,
every time somebody leapt from one vehicle to
another with barely a bruise, every time a car jumped
from a parking garage and delivered a duffel bag to
helicopter in flight, some party-pooper part of me
couldn’t help but think, this sort of vehicular fantasy,
seductive even for a non-gearhead like me, isn’t
harmless.
The mindset it creates may have contributed to
one of this movie’s own stars.
The movie is overlong, like many action
blockbusters of recent years, but I can’t claim that I
wasn’t diverted by some of Furious 7’s preposterous
excesses.
But it still may qualify as one of the stupider and
more irresponsible movies I’ve ever seen, and when
it made me smile, I thought I could sense my Mom
scowling at me.

Mention this ad through
the end of April --

Tempe Center for Arts
hosts healthcare job fair
Tempe Center for the Arts will be the host site for
a healthcare job fair from noon to 2 p.m. Monday,
April 13.
The event is being held in response from statistics
released by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, which
say that healthcare support jobs will see the biggest
growth, 28.1 percent, through 2022.
The next largest group, with 21.5 percent growth
projected, includes healthcare practitioners and
technical occupations
“Some of these are considered ‘replacement jobs’
which involve replacing older employees who are
leaving the workforce,” said Ryan Naylor, founder
of LocalWork.com. “The other positions are newly
created to handle increased demand from an aging
population and more people who are now insured
under the Affordable Care Act.”
—JOBS, Page 27

HAPPY EASTER!

Get a FREE lesson
with any guitar or
ukulele purchase!

Mark your calendars
for our next
UKULELE JAM NIGHT:
Monday, May 11th

(480) 831-9691

www.the-music-store.com

The
Music
Store
2630 West Baseline Road ~ NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway

Sheet Music • Instruments
Lessons • Rentals • Repairs
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April 2015

2015 State of the Neighborhoods Awards and Workshops

J

oin fellow residents at
the 2015 State of the
Neighborhoods Awards
and Workshops on Saturday,
April 18, at the Tempe History
Museum, 809 E. Southern
Avenue. This year’s event will
feature Mayor Mark Mitchell’s

State of the Neighborhoods
address. His speech will be
followed by awards honoring
residents who are building
community and character.
The schedule includes
registration and a light breakfast
from 8 to 8:30 a.m., followed by
the State of the Neighborhoods
address and Neighborhood
Awards presentation by the
Mayor and Councilmembers
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Attendees
are encouraged to stay for one
of four concurrent “Sustaining
Momentum” themed workshops
from 9:45 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.:
• Nourish Yourself and
Your Neighborhood – Pallet
gardens are perfect for home
gardens, especially when space

Tempe explores
Orbit expansion
with public
meetings
this month

T

empe is looking to expand its
popular Orbit neighborhood
circulator service by possibly
adding a new route – Saturn – to
serve neighborhoods south of the
US 60.
Residents who live between US
60 and Elliot Road are encouraged to
attend one of two public meetings to
discuss the possible new Orbit route:
April 29 at 6 p.m. or May 2 at 9

may be limited. Tempe resident
and Desert Mission Food Bank
Representative, Anne Costa,
will show how to construct a
horizontal or vertical pallet
garden. Learn everything you
need to get started, including
tips on choosing the right pallet,
attaching a drip system and
selecting plants.
• Nurture Your
Neighborhood – Join
neighborhood association
and homeowners association
representatives for a panel
discussion on innovative ways to
stay connected. From potlucks
to parades, cleanups to adopta-family programs, there will be
plenty of ideas to help neighbors
connect.

a.m. Both meetings will be held at
Marcos de Niza High School, 6000 S.
Lakeshore Drive, and will cover the
same information.
In 2014, the Tempe City Council
authorized staff to explore adding a
new Orbit route between US 60 and
Elliot Road, from the city’s eastern
border with Mesa to the western side
where Tempe meets Guadalupe and
Phoenix.
The first phase of public
involvement began in January, with
more than 100 residents participating
in public meetings and providing
feedback online about points of
interest, hours and days of operation.
The April 29 and May 2 meetings
will include draft route(s) based on
input received from residents in
January.
Neighborhood circulator service
was part of the Tempe Transit Tax

• Apache Character Area
Kickoff OR Central City Character
Area Kickoff – Ratified by voters
through the General Plan in May
2014, Tempe’s vision for itself
in the year 2040 is one of even
greater livability.
That means transportation,
aesthetics, community amenities
and quality of life all working
in concert to attract and retain
residents and businesses. If you
live in the Apache Boulevard or
central Tempe areas, join us as
we kick off your Character Area
Planning processes.
Identify the local places, spaces
and activities that make your area
unique, as well as opportunities
for improvement. These will
be the first of three public

approved by voters in 1996, with
the five existing routes – Mercury,
Venus, Earth, Mars and Jupiter –
implemented between 2007 and
2008.
The existing routes operate
seven days a week, connecting
neighborhoods north of US 60 with
local destinations, Valley Metro bus
routes and light rail.
Tempe began work to expand the
Orbit system in 2007, but had to put
plans on hold due to the economic
downturn and associated budget
impacts.
The city renewed those efforts last
spring, studying the feasibility of a
new route, including estimating costs
and gauging public interest through
a telephone survey of residents in
the area.
The survey indicated general
support for a new route.

workshops to create the future of
these character areas. For more
information, visit www.tempe.
gov/characterareas
Immediately following the
workshops, gourmet food trucks
will be outside offering enticing
lunch options.
Stay awhile and enjoy the
community neighborhood picnic.
Invite a neighbor, friend or
co-worker and reserve your spot.
Register by April
14 at www.tempe.gov/
neighborhoodworkshop, by phone
at 480-350-8234 or email at
neighborhoods@tempe.gov.
Event sponsors include title
sponsor SRP, HOA Document
Archiving, Starbucks and
Whole Foods.

The city has $1.2 million in Tempe
Transit Tax funds available annually
to operate a new route.
If approved and implemented,
the Saturn route would provide
connections to neighborhood
destinations within the planning
area, as well as several Valley Metro
bus routes that travel to destinations
like downtown Tempe, ASU,
Tempe Marketplace, light rail and
destinations throughout the Valley.
For more information, visit
www.tempe.gov/orbit.
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Dining Out: La Casa de Juana

Ambiance, hospitality and,
not to be overlooked,
great Mexican food
By M.V. Moorhead
Photo by Billy Hardiman

T

wo proud, beautiful señoritas in sombreros
and colorful skirts are waiting to greet you as
you walk into La Casa de Juana. I suppose it’s
possible, of course, that they’re señoras, however
they’re both made of metal so it’s difficult to ask
them.
In a bow to the dictates of my masculine
upbringing, though, I instinctively think of them as
señoritas.
Beyond those two steely eyed but welcoming
greeters lies a dining room bursting with the primary
colors of Mexico. Surreal faces gaze down from
the walls, while the chairbacks are adorned with
dramatic and romantic south-of-the-border scenes—
for instance, three young ladies with bandoliers
aiming rifles over the tops of a cactus.
Who or what are they defending? Your
imagination can fill in the backstory while you eat.
“They come directly from Guadalajara,” says
— JUANA, Page 24
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Eduardo Chavez, owner of La Casa de Juana, of the
chairs.
“They hand paint everything down there. That
was my intention. When you go to Mexico, you see
the color and the art.”
Chavez wants to give visitors the same feeling
when they walk into his new Tempe eatery, in the
strip mall on the southeast corner of Elliot and
McClintock.
If La Casa de Juana is a fiesta for the eyes, it
is no less so for the ears. Rousing Latin music
fills the restaurant; I lunched the other day to the
invigorating beat of a Spanish version of “Blame it on
the Bossa Nova.” A two-man mariachi group holds
forth on weekends.
Like the décor and the music, Chavez is also an
import from Mexico.
“I was born in the state of Chihuahua, but my
family moved to Rocky Point when I was little,” he
explains. “I’ve been in Arizona for years, though. I
graduated from ASU.”
Now at home on either side of the border,
having managed a hotel in Rocky Point and opened
a restaurant there, he also has spent summers in
southern Mexico. And it’s this firsthand experience
of our neighbor to the south that he’s infused into La
Casa de Juana’s atmosphere.
Of course, atmosphere would mean little if the
food wasn’t good. Which is where, in concert with the
charm of the décor, La Casa de Juana really shines.
La Casa’s colorful environment and festive
surroundings might be called the perfect
enhancement for what seems to be some of the best
Mexican cuisine ever, viewed from either side of our
two countries’ shared border.
“I‘m not a chef, but I love the kitchen,” says
Chavez, and this love is easy to taste in his
restaurant’s offerings.
The highly affordable lunch specials alone could
keep you coming back— the cheese enchiladas
(Mondays) are exceptional, and the chile relleno
(Fridays) is about as good a version of that dish as
I’ve ever enjoyed.
The tamales (Tuesdays) are a hearty wonder, but
be forewarned, they may leave you badly wanting a
siesta. On the other hand, the Baja mango shrimp
ceviche (Sundays) is terrific for a lighter option.
While these aforementioned specials come with
reduced pricing, they’re actually on the menu every
day of the week at only a few pesos more than their
regular, non-special-day affordability.
Chavez would eventually like to take Casa de
Juana’s menu even farther.
“There are so many foods in southern and central
Mexico that people don’t know,” he says. “But it’s
hard to market.
“What I intend to do is offer foods from a
particular state, say Sonora, and give people a chance
to experience something they may never have tried
before. I want us to have that difference from the
chains, and keep everybody coming back.”
La Casa de Juana is at 1805 E. Elliot Road,
Tempe (southeast corner of Elliot & McClintock).
Lunch specials starting at $5.99. Happy hour 2-6
p.m. Monday-Friday. Phone: 480-820-0837.
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Keeping good company:
A look at some of our favorite
neighborhood enterprises

TV series gives a shot
in the arm to aspiring
decorator's career
By Deborah Hilcove
n 2006, Christina Ray watched HGTV’s brandnew reality show, Design Star. A stay-at-home
mom in Atlanta, Ga., she had a knack for design
and had helped a friend decorate her house. Another
friend liked the results and wanted her house
updated—then another and another—until Ray had a
fledgling design business.
During the summer, HGTV advertised for
applicants who wished to appear on the second
season. Although she had no formal design training,

I

Ray decided to submit her portfolio, competing with
more than a thousand applicants from throughout
the country. Eventually, the pool was narrowed to 30
possibilities, then 11 were chosen.
The self-taught designer was told to pack her
bags for Las Vegas where the filming would take
approximately six weeks. “We lived in a penthouse,”
she said. “With only two bathrooms. You can imagine
the drama.”
The designers were challenged with designing a
penthouse, a kitchen—and a wedding.
Ray’s work won praise from the judges and she
survived the midpoint of the show. She says she
was “honored and blessed,” and the experience was
unforgettable. She mentions the friendships and her
surprise at how quickly the cast members bonded.
When the series aired, Ray’s career mushroomed.
Overnight, she was flooded with requests for
design consultations, and she realized she had
to put together a business plan. Preferring to
oversee projects herself, she took on residential
and commercial projects, including new builds and
renovations, clubhouses and medical offices.
Before long, she found herself working nonstop,
— DESIGNER , Page 26

10% OFF
Repair
Labor

Three Levels of Weekly Service
to Meet Your Needs
All Types of Equipment Repairs,
Replacements, Troubleshooting

Dedicated to keeping
your pool clean,
healthy & enjoyable!

Expert GREEN Pool Cleanup
Filter Cleans, Motors, Pumps
Low Chlorine Alternative Available

References Available
Insured/Certiﬁed
Pool Operator

Reasonable Rates for
Citywide_071313_Layout
1 7/10/2013 1:05 PM Page 1
Professional Dedicated Service

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Plumbing
Water Heaters • Faucets • Fixtures • R/O Systems

27 Years

Serving Tempe Community

BUY ONE
GET ONE
FREE
Not valid with other coupons or offers.
Valid at these locations only.

Enjoy two favorites in one place!

40 or 50 gal
electric

64222

$

Total install price including labor,
tax, new ball valve
and two water flex.

$25 OFF
any plumbing
repair over $125
Not valid with other offers. Exp /

5

FREE
ESTIMATES

480-966-8795

www.citywideplumbingaz.com
Contractor’s Lic. # C-37 064 954 & L-37 086
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April & May Weekend Waves
Saturdays & Sundays from 1-5 pm
$5 for ages 2 – 12
$7 for ages 13+
Kiwanis Recreation Center

6111 S. All-America Way
480-350-5201 or 480-350-5050 TTY

www.Tempe.gov/Waves

Designer Christina Ray found great reception for her talents after appearing on the HGTV
cable TV show Design Star.
— Photo Billy Hardiman/Wrangler News

TRB Insurance Service
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From Page 24
and her “downtime” was devoted to returning
business-related phone calls and e-mails, scanning
design magazines, hunting down and sourcing
materials for her multiple projects, and supervising
the progress of the four contractors she employed.
Last year, her husband was offered a position
in Arizona, and the Rays moved to Ahwatukee. She
closed her Atlanta design studio, took some time
off and focused on her family. She painted and
renovated their new house, creating a comfortable
and inviting home in the foothills. Together with
several family members, she has been exploring
the Valley’s design sources, becoming familiar with
Arizona lifestyles.
Recently she began working for John G. Bebbling,
owner of Arizona Flooring and Interiors in Tempe,
where she consults with clients about home
renovations.
Soon, however, her job will include colorizing
for the Meritage Homes development in Scottsdale,
where she will help homeowners select flooring, paint
colors, countertops and cabinetry, creating a cohesive
and attractive home environment.
“There’s so much tan and beige out here,”
she said. “I’d like to brighten the design palette,
introduce more grays, cream and white. Then color,”
motioning to her office with an outstretched arm.
“It used to be beige with dark wood, and I
lightened it up.” Her office is now painted a soft gray
with white trim. She has accented it with glossy white
floor-length drapes, a bright yellow, black-and-white
modern painting, and a white orchid.
“And sparkle. I love sparkle,” she adds, smiling
and pointing to a pair of hanging, mirrored lanterns.
Commenting on the change from her own freewheeling design studio to more focused work, she
says:
“I love it. I have time with my family. And I love
creating spaces for other families to enjoy, places
where they can build their own special memories.”
She continues, “Arizona Flooring and Interiors is
like a family, too. It’s such a good place to work. The
other day, John [Bebbling] asked us about our plans
for the afternoon. Can you imagine? He took all of us
to a baseball game.”
It seems John Bebbling has hit a home run with
his new Design Star hire.

Jobs

SCHNEIDER IS HIRING
TRUCK DRIVERS!
Experienced drivers, new Class A CDL holders
and owner-operators should apply ($6,000
tuition reimbursement for qualified candidates)

UP TO $7,500 SIGN-ON BONUS
EARN UP TO $63,000/YR

EOE M/F/D/V

Designer

OVER-THE-ROAD AND REGIONAL
Team and Solo opportunities

Article, photo and advertising deadline for
the April 18 edition of Wrangler News
is 5 p.m. Monday, April 13. Call us at
480-966-0845 for scheduling
and other information.

Paid orientation, training and vacation
401(k) | Medical, dental, vision insurance

Apply: schneiderjobs.com/newjobs | More Info: 800-44-PRIDE

Better
teen driving,
bigger
discounts.

Dance Night Out
We are having our 2nd cardio dance party at 1STOP-Fitness. We would
like to see everyone come out and join our dance night out. We will
provide water and some refreshments to keep up your energy. Please
feel free to dress up with 80’s outfits!!!
Please email Larry@1stop-fitness.com to reserve your spot!

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com

Check out our
Steer Clear Program.
When your teen gets ready
to drive, we’re there. They
learn safe driving and you
get lower rates.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
GET TO A BETTER STATE .
CALL ME TODAY.

Please visit www.1stop-fitness.com for more info.

®

Come join our Cardio party for $5

®

™

Cyndy Joseph
Groove Cardio Infusion Instructor

Danielle O’Reilly
Zumba Instructor

Saturday, April 4th, 7pm – 9pm
1700 E. Elliot Rd, Suite17, Tempe, AZ, 85284

1001000.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

www.1stop-fitness.com

480-831-7867

Offer Expires 4/30/15

Offer Expires 4/30/15

From Page 21
Among support jobs predicted for growth are
home health aides, psychiatric aides, nursing
assistants, orderlies, pharmacy aides, phlebotomists
and medical-equipment preparers.
Among practitioners and those in technical
occupations, the growth projection includes
doctors, nurses and dentists; physical, occupational,
radiation, recreational, speech and respiratory
therapists; veterinarians and vet technicians; medical
records and health-information technicians; genetic
counselors; athletic trainers; and occupational health
and safety specialists
Information: www.LocalWork.com

Offer Expires 4/30/15

Offer Expires 4/30/15

Offer Expires 4/30/15
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REMODELING / ADDITIONS

Dave’s Handyman
Service

REMODEL CONTRACTOR

602-295-3991

Do it right the first time....
General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

“Ask us if we can do it.”

Visit us online at
www.englishbuilding.net

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring
Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More

Electrical
Plumbing
Doors & Windows
Drywall
Painting
Home Remodeling

Call 480-650-9008

Free Estimates

Sound Advice

Call for a FREE estimate
Owner, Paul English

Lic #169409ROC

This space is

AVAILABLE!
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Oﬃces
Paaos • Room Addiaons • Garages
Cabinetry & Countertops • New Flooring

6 Issues
$165
6 Issues B&W $140

Call 480-966-0845
for information.

CITY-WIDE Plumbing
& Service Co.
Slab Leak Repairs
Electronic Leak Detection
Water Heaters
RO Systems & Water Softeners

(480) 966-8795
Free Estimates
www.citywideplumbing.us

*no extra charges on Saturdays

J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• R a in
• D o w
• A lu m
V in y
• O v e
tr im

G u tte rs
n s p ro u ts
in u m &
l S id in g
rh a n g
/e a v e s

Interior • Exterior
• R e p la c e m e n t
W in d o w s
• A Z R o o m s
Kyrene Corridor
Residents

Locally Owned
and Operated

Free Estimates

480-820-8711

ja k c o n s tr u c tio n in c .c o m

L ic e n s e d • B o n d e d • In s u r e d • R O C 1 1 2 2 7 5

Business & Financial

Accounting — At Your Service Accounting, Inc. Full charge
bookkeeping/accounting, payroll, sales tax reports, ﬁnancial statements.
QuickBooks and Peachtree software, 15+ years of helping small
businesses. Outsource and $ave. At Your Service Accounting Inc., 480940-6203.

Personals

Donor — My name is Nurun and I am suffering from Kidney failure and
I am currently on dialysis. If you are interested, please consider donating
a kidney to save me. Blood groups A and O will match, and the donor
has to be disease-free. Please contact Banner Good Samaritan Transplant
Center at 602-839-0210 or 602-839-0203 or my husband Omar at 480699-2819. Your thoughts and kindness are appreciated.
06/15

Employment

Employment — KYRENE IS NOW HIRING. SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
NEEDED. FULL TIME – 30 Hrs. /per Wk. GREAT BENEFITS. Starting
Salary $13.88 - $17.39. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION GO TO:
Kyrene.org 6/15
Employment — Immediate Openings - Bus Drivers - Tempe Union,
Work part-time, enjoy ﬂexible hours, competitive pay! $13.74 - $18.56/
hr. with CDL/AZ Certiﬁcation; paid training for CDL $9.92/hr. Apply
online: www.tuhsd.k12.az.us “Work@TUHSD” 11/15
Employment — Administrative Assistant, Appointment
coordination,Event and meeting planning,Make travel
arrangements,Record Keeping,Bookkeeping,Scheduling,, send your
resume and salary expectations to: gerel098@gmail.com 480-712-2699
4/4

Professional Services

Piano tuning & repair — For over 20 years I have proudly tuned

CONTRACTOR’S LIC. #
C-37 064 954
& L-37 086 764

Garage Door
SERVICE

• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured
not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

This space is

AVAILABLE!

Free Estimates

R. Child Custom Carpentry

480-215-3373
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Specializing in residential
re-roofing and repair

6 Issues
$165
6 Issues B&W $140

Call 480-966-0845
for information.

#ROC244568 C-42 Bonded and Insured

This space is

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues
$165
6 Issues B&W $140

Call 480-966-0845
for information.

numerous pianos here in the valley. I can help you ﬁnd an affordable used
piano. $95 piano tuning. Affordable repairs. Expert advice. Lawrence P.
Cheatham, 480-316-0060.
Computer Repair — J & J Computer Repair. Computer expert. Can
build, repair or just clean it up! Will come to your location or you can
bring to me as well. Student at Corona Del Sol high School. References
available. $65/ﬁrst hour. Please call James Broadus @ 480-262-5011 or
480-236-6284 5/15
Personal and Business, Tax and Accounting Services—CPA’s on staff
to assist you with simple to complex accounting and tax needs. Call (480)
893-1394 to schedule an appointment. Compass-i, LLC Phone: (480)
893-1394 Email: info@compass-i.com

Services

480-603-8813

...hire a quality, licensed contractor
with 30 years experience

Cabinetry/Counters — A Better Cabinet, Kitchen cabinet resurfacing,
update with new doors, Cherry, Maple, Alder and Oak or easy care
Thermofoil, 30 years experience, Call 480-650-9008
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Rooﬁng, Electrical,
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger
480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic.
Bond. Ins.
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work,
slabs, footings , pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping.
Tempe based since 1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, bonded and Ins.
Drywall — Nice Guys. Complete drywall work, all carpentry, stucco,
paint inside and out. Fast and efﬁcient. Lic, bond and insured. Tel or Text
480-215-3373. ROC 216115. 20 years in the valley.
Electrical — Double DD Electric. We offer Courteous Fast service,
Fair prices, Residential, Commercial, Industrial, Panel upgrades, Lighting,
Fans, EV Charging Stations, Remodeling or New construction. Free

HANDYMAN WORK

estimates. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. ROC 65071-010. Call 602-2765550. 6/15
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.
Prompt professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for
evenings and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do
it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20
years experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free
Estimates. 8/15
Handyman — Dave’s Handyman Service. 602-295-3991. “Ask us if we
can do it.” Electrical, plumbing, doors & windows, drywall, painting,
home remodeling. Lic. #169409ROC.
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance.
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans,
ﬁxtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable.
25 years experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call
Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599.
Hauling/Cleanup — Hauling, cleanup, remove dirt, rocks, concrete,
unwanted items, junk, tree trimming and tree removal. Decorative rock
spread. Call John for a free estimate. 480-231-3162 or jascleanup@msn.
com. No job too small.
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving
the Valley for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and
Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. Excellent references.
Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 12/15
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING - Not enough
time in a day?? Call for a free phone quote. Super dependable. Weekly, Biweekly, Monthly. References avail. 18 years experience Bonded- AG0601,
Insured-46871 It’s a CLEAR Choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027
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D

Paint, Drywall &
Wall Covering

Comm. Lic.
#153492

Res. Lic.
#153491

This space is

AVAILABLE!

BRASSBERRYS

6 Issues
$165
6 Issues B&W $140

(480) 892-0463

Painting & Coating, Inc.

Commercial & Residential

Whether it’s your
home or your office,
you name it,
we’ll paint it.

Interior & Exterior • Power Washing
Drywall Repair • Wallpaper Removal
Texturing • Epoxy Garage Floor Coatings
FREE ESTIMATES
Multiple Room Discount • 10% Senior Discount

480-326-0851

Darrell Burden - 480.892.1190

Residential & Commercial

Call 480-966-0845
for information.

www.burdenpainting.com

Interior & Exterior Repaints
Bonded • Licensed • Insured / 32 Years in the Valley

ROC Com. Lic.# 127135

ROC Res. Lic.# 107686

Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

This space is

This space is

AVAILABLE!

AVAILABLE!

6 Issues
$165
6 Issues B&W $140

6 Issues
$165
6 Issues B&W $140

Call 480-966-0845
for information.

Call 480-966-0845
for information.

AQUA-MASTERS

480-962-4688
Not Enough Time in the Day? Call

Sprinker & Drip Specialists

AVAILABLE!

Specializing in

• Valves
• Heads
• Timers
• System Check-Ups
• Leak Detection
• Wiring & Pressure
Problems
• Troubleshooting
and Repairs

480-478-0073

Quality Service
www.AquaMastersAZ.com

This space is

House Cleaning
Quality Professional Cleaning
Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly

(480) 833-1027
References Available
20 Years Experience
Bonded & Insured

Jennifer Beebe

It’s a Clear Choice!

House Cleaning — Detailed House Cleaning, Residential Cleaning.
We clean all kinds of homes. Windows Blinds, Baseboards, ceiling fans,
we sweep and mop all hard ﬂoors, vacuum all carpets, dust & polish all
furniture, clean all bathrooms, sinks, toilet tops, mirrors, spots in the
doors and walls, ETC. Call for a free estimate 480-232-7379. Text the
word coupon and get $15 off of your ﬁrst cleaning. 6/14
House Cleaning — We clean, top to bottom all homes. Windows,
blinds, ceiling fans, baseboards, kitchen sink stove top, microwave,
counter tops, dust all furniture in bedroom, living room, dining room.
vacuum all carpets, mop all hard ﬂoors, bathroom, bath top, sink
toilet, showers, light ﬁxt, ﬂoors. daily, weekly, biweekly, monthly.FREE
ESTIMATE 480-232-7379
Home Repairs–– Home Pro Exteriors, Inc. Rooﬁng and Siding
Contractor. We install and repair all types of residential rooﬁng and siding
to include facia and sofﬁt coverings. Storm damage and insurance claims
a specialty! Call us for all your exterior repairs and maintenance. ROC
289240. cliffmetalpro@gmail.com. 602-565-8819.
Landscaping — Greg’s Landscaping. Free Estimates. Landscape design
and installation. Sprinkler/irrigation and repair, landscape cleanup and hauling, tree trimming. Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly maintenance. 480-9624167, or 623-523-2282 (Cell). 9/16
Landscaping–– Yard cleanup and maintenance, trees and bushes
trimmed, lawn service, weed control, debris removal. Weekly,
bi-weekly, monthly or one time clean-up. Free estimates. Call Rob
602-431-1305. 9/15
Landscaping — W.S. Home Maintenance. Serving the valley since 2001.
Landscaping, lawn care, clean ups, irrigation installation or repair. Weekly,
bi-weekly, or monthly services. FREE ESTIMATES. Call Wilson today to

6 Issues
$165
6 Issues B&W $140

Call 480-966-0845
for information.

schedule your appointment with Arizona’s true professional at work for
you! 480-695-0254. http://wshomemaintenance.com
Landscaping –Landscaping, sprinkler services, weed prevention. Regular
maintenance, one time clean ups, new installs. Accepting new customers.
Call 480-710-8738 2/16
Lawn Service– AZ Home and Landscape Services. Complete landscape
and property maintenance. Cleanups, hauling, installation, sprinkler
repair, tree care, painting, handyman, etc.. English speaking. Reliable.
Valley wide. Free estimates. We accept Visa/MasterCard. Call Brian at
480-200-9598. 4/17
Landscaping —Desert Springs Landscaping-Lawn Maintenance, Palm &
Tree Trimming, Clean Ups, Sprinkler Repair, Drip Systems, Gravel, Winter
Grass. Reliable, Get a Free Estimate, Call Juan 480-228-3534
2/15
Landscaping — Complete Yard Care, LAWN & LANDSCAPE,
Maintenance, Clean ups, Tree Trimming, 480-753-4703, www.
CompleteYardCare.com 7/15
Painting–– Chad & Son Painting, Inc. - Interior, Exterior, Residential,
Commercial Repaints and New Construction. Drywall install and repairs,
Texturing, Power Wash, Popcorn Ceiling Removal, Color Matching, and
Wall Paper Removal. Licensed + Bonded + Insured roc # 284386. Call
today for a free estimate and learn about our special offers. 602-7905073, chad.son.painting@gmail.com.
Painting — Brassberry’s Painting & Coating-Interior/Exterior Repaints,
32 Years Experience in the valley. Quality Products Used. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. Commercial and Residential. Current References
Available. Licensed/Bonded/Insured. Res. Lic#ROC107686. Com. Lic
#ROC127135. Call 480-892-0463. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood
Services.
Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair
with texture matching, custom faux ﬁnishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also

ELASTOMERIC COATINGS
Attn: ROOFING &
PAINTING
CONTRACTORS

Top quality
elastomeric
reflective coatings to

Revive BLOCK WALLS
Recoat ROOFS & PATIO COVERS.
Great wholesale prices.
Call JAKE at INTECH 602-763-7476
10% off 1st order!

jakej@intechequipment.com

welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL (480) 814-1588.
Painting — DZ Paint, Drywall & Wall Covering – A painting company
with quality painters and affordable prices. Whether it’s your home
or your ofﬁce, you name it, we’ll paint it. Accent walls, garage ﬂoors,
interior and exterior, commercial and residential. Give us a call for a free
estimate. Licensed and Bonded. ROC #240852. Daniel 480-326-0851.
Painting — Burden Painting Inc. Interior and exterior painting, power
washing, drywall repair, wallpaper removal, texturing, and epoxy garage
ﬂoor coatings. Free estimates, multiple room discount. Call Darrell
Burden at 480-892-1190, or www.burdenpainting.com.
Painting — RJ’s painting. Interior and exterior painting all types of paint
& stains. Epoxy ﬂoors, drywall repairs, texture matching, and popcorn
removal & wallpaper. FREE ESTIMATES. 100% satisfaction guaranteed
602.367.1900 www.phoenixazpaintingcontractor.com 3/16
Surface-Tech Painting — Drywall Installation & Repair, Wallpaper
Removal, Epoxy, Staining & Lacquering, Texture Removal & Matching,
Power Wash. Most types of Home Repair & Remodeling. Residential &
Commercial. Licensed, bonded, insured. 928-240-0743. ROC #185572.
Plumbing — Cure All Plumbing- For all your plumbing needs. Water
heaters, softeners, faucets, ﬁxtures, drain and sewer cleaning, backﬂow
and sprinkler service. Commercial/Residential ROC#204797 Free
estimates 480-895-9838.
Plumbing — City-wide Plumbing & Service Co. Slab leak repairs,
electronic leak detection, water heaters, RO systems & water softeners.
Free estimates. 480-966-8795. www.citywideplumbing.us. Contractor’s
lic. #C-37 064 954 & L-37 086 764.
Pool Care — Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair. LLC. Weekly
service, full service or chemicals only, repairs, pumps & ﬁlters. Insured,
dependable & trustworthy, references available. Professional family
owned business. 480-694-1518.
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Pool Care — POOL SERVICE and REPAIRS, -- Experienced and
affordable -- ACID WASH, TILE CLEAN, FILTERS, PUMPS, MOTORS,
PLUMBING, WEEKLY SERVICE, COOL DECK REPAIRS, PEBBLE TEC
REPAIRS, REBAR REPAIRS, REPLASTER, 20 year experience, affordable,
www.cooltimesinc.com 480-818-8971 3/15
Professional Tile Installation– Install new or replace tile on ﬂoors,
countertops, showers and more. Local Tempe resident with over 25 yrs.
experience. Licensed, Bonded & Insured. ROC# 116117 Call Jim Garner
for a quote 602-316-9862.
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of
construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ
rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love
small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC
#112275.
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor,
Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at
www.englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC
189470 Call today for a free estimate 480-603-8813
Remodeling — Custom Remodeling Specialist. Whole house remodels,
kitchens, baths, bedrooms, counters & cabinets, tile & carpet, garages,
ofﬁces, patios, room additions and much more. John C. Erickson – owner.
Over 20 years experience. Licensed (/ROC#171687), bonded & insured.
JCE Company, LLC. 480-200-9037.
Remodeling — Remodel Contractor. Concrete, Block, Carpentry,
Drywall, Stucco, Tile, Rooﬁng, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms. 1 crew for all. Plans and permits. Tempe-based for 12 years.
Best prices for quality work. ROC# B216115. Call 480-215-3373,
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic. Bond. Ins.
Rooﬁng–– 20 years in Tempe ﬁxing roofs, new trim , sheathing ,drywall ,
stucco , paint. One crew does it all.
Lic Bond Ins. Text , e mail or call 480 215 3373 rchildcustomcarpentry@
cox.net.
Rooﬁng — Shamrock Rooﬁng Services. Specializing in residential
rerooﬁng and repair. Shingles, tile, shakes, foam and ﬂat roofs. 24 years
experience. shamrockrooﬁng@live.com. #ROC244568 C-42 Bonded
and Insured. 480-888-6648.
Rooﬁng — Rooﬁng specialist, 30 years experience, shingles, tile, shakes,
ﬂat roofs, leak repair and wood replacement. Free estimates. No Job too
small. Licensed exempt, References available. Call Chuck 480-251-7886.
3/16

Sprinkler & Drip Repairs— Heads, Valves, Timers and Leak
Detection, Low Pressure Problems, Troubleshooting and Wiring Issues,
Maintenance 30 yrs. Experience! Quality Service 480-478-0073 or www.
AquaMastersAz.com
Yard Maintenance — Complete Yard Care. Lawn & Landscape
Maintenance.Trees, Sprinkler & Drip Systems. We Actually Show up! 480753-4703. Patricia@completeyardcare.com. 3/15
Window Cleaning–– Call Fish Window Cleaning to make your windows
sparkle. Windows interior and exterior. Screens, sun screens, tracks, sills,
light ﬁxtures, chandeliers, mirrors and ceiling fans. Call 480-962-4688.
BBB accredited, fully insured.
Window Washing — We Do It Services. Handyman jobs, property
maintenance, phone jacks, painting, window washing, pressure washing,
furniture assembly, hauling. Free bids. I do what your husband puts off!
Greg 480-491-2373.Not a licensed contractor. AZ 321121 3/15
Window Cleaning — John’s Window Cleaning. The Owner Cleans Your
Windows! 1-story $115, 2-story $135 (up to 30 panes) Power washing,
mobile screening, sun screens. Same day services 480-201-6471 9/15

Tutoring/Instruction

Piano lessons — Piano lessons by Sandra. 15 years experience. 2
recitals per year. Will come to your home. Have worked with many area
residents, please ask for referrals! Call Sandra at (480) 406- 0138. 2/15
Voice Lessons — Voice training, elementary and advanced musicianship,
30 years exp. Do you want to improve your singing voice or explore the
possibility of undiscovered talent? Even if you can’t carry a tune I can help
w/musicianship and if you can I can help you improve your voice. Call
Glenna 480-940-4141 or 480-440-7626
8/15
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‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’
— Phoenix magazine

Give

FURNITURE REPAIR AND RESTORATION

Quality
workmanship
and outstanding
customer service

Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday throughout the
year to 20,000 homes and rack locations in the
Tempe 85284, 85283 and Chandler 85226 zip codes

Real Estate

You can become a VIP Buyer and Beat Other Buyers to HOT
NEW Listing! — Receive a Weekly Printout of ALL New Listings that
Match Your Home Buying Criteria.... Visit http://freeazrealestate.info/
vip_buyer.asp
US Government Homes For Sale — Great Locations in Tempe and
the East Valley area. SAVE THOUSANDS! Carol Royse - Keller Williams
Realty East Valley Phone: 480-776-5231 Carol@CarolRoyse.com

Personal Services

Personalized Services — Friendly Helper. Handyman, Landscaping
or Yard work, Cleaning, Home Repairs, Household Choirs, Organizing,
Interior or Exterior, I do it all for a low hourly rate of $15. Call Matt at
480-403-1335 or Email Ahelpinghandbymatthew@gmail.com I have
excellent customer reviews. Know someone elderly or handicap? Refer
them to me for in home assistance.
Personalized Services — Weekly pool service, cleaning, pet sitting (cats
only), and house checking/caretaking while you are out of town. Honest
and reliable, long term references available. Carter Frey (602)-705-6128
or (480)-963-7677

Specializing in
residential
reroofing and repair

24 years experience
480-888-6648

English Lessons — Glenna Lesure can help non-native English speakers
improve their English speaking skills and also teach English language.
Payment is minimal on a sliding scale. Call 480-940-4141 or 480-4407626
8/15

(480) 966-0845

www.WranglerNews.com
We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to call
with article suggestions.We accept manuscripts and photographs
from area residents about topics of interest to our community.
Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.”

(480) 969-7777

CALL OR TEXT: (602) 989 6601

Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the
writer and not necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC.
Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an endorsement of
the described products or services. We reserve the right to
reject advertising or other content that we feel does not meet
the needs or interests of our readership.
Member: Arizona Newspapers Association, Tempe Chamber of
Commerce, Chandler Chamber of Commerce
To place a vacation stop and for other delivery requests, send
email to editor@wranglernews.com or call (480) 966-0845.
Full, downloadable copies of recent issues, along with a searchable
database of past articles and a complete Media Kit with rates &
information, are available at www.WranglerNews.com.
Wrangler News is printed on partially recycled newsprint
with ink made from 98 percent soy content.
Copyright © 2015
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The Last Word

E

MAY 19th & 20th | GLENDALE, AZ

By Nora Ellen

very year, as part of “Disability Awareness Month”
in March, Chandler’s mayor and council are honored
to celebrate the achievements of people with
disabilities and those who support them.
The recipients of the accompanying Disability
Awareness Recognition Awards are invited to a council
meeting where they are recognized in public. I join the
members of the mayor’s Committee for People with
Disabilities in congratulating this year’s winners.
I am proud of each one of you.
The “Student of the Year” award was granted to
Sydney Hinkel. Sydney is an eighth-grade student who was
nominated by one of her teachers. Her nomination refers to
her as an engaged and hard-working student who does not
allow any limitation to negatively affect her life.
Sydney is known for her love of acting and singing,
and she was recently involved in a school play. Her drama
teacher stated, “Sydney was one of my best actors, as she
was always on task, listened carefully to every direction and
even became a leader for the other actors to look up to. I
have no doubt she will soar to greater heights as an adult.”
Congratulations, Sydney.
The “Educator of the Year” award went to Andrew
Valuikas. Andrew is recognized for his contributions
to improve the lives of students and individuals with
disabilities throughout the community. He volunteers
countless hours facilitating activities that promote
inclusion on his his school campus. He has been
instrumental in creating a culture of acceptance and
respect, and he is greatly admired.
The members of the committee have chosen Jesus
Perez as the “Volunteer of the Year.” Jesus volunteers in
a self-contained classroom for students with autism. This
year, he has demonstrated many positive traits as a peer
helper.
He has volunteered many hours to help with
fundraisers for the special education program and is taking
initiatives to recruit more volunteers. In addition, Jesus is
helping to build a bridge between general education and
special education. He is a great role model to his peers and
an inspiration to all who get to know him.
Finally, the “Employer of the Year” award was given
to the Chandler Police Department for the opportunity
given to Steve Hunter. For more than 13 years, Steve has
been able to increase his socialization skills through new
friendships, and increased his confidence by accomplishing
administrative duties. The Police Department has given
Steve the chance to have meaningful employment by
allowing him to learn and grow.
Created 25 years ago, the Mayor’s Committee for
People with Disabilities plays an important role as a liaison
between individuals with disabilities in the community
and/or those who serve them and the City Council. It
advises the City Council on policies and regulations relating
to accessibility, education and employment.
Moreover, the Committee administers a scholarship
and stipend program for qualified residents and supports
leisure activities and events for individuals with physical,
mental, emotional or social disabilities through the city’s
Therapeutic Recreation Program. The annual fundraiser
for the scholarship program is a golf challenge that is
scheduled for Friday, Nov. 13. Sponsors and donations for
raffle prizes are always welcome.
To learn more about this event and the work of the
committee, visit www.chandleraz.gov/therapeutic or call
Collette Prather at 480-782-2709.
All of this year’s award recipients, along with the
members of the Committee, can take great pride in all they
have done for the city of Chandler.
Nora Ellen is a member of the Chandler City Council.
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Save on the best
massage for you
Now Open in
Tempe

Tempe 480.397.0701
5116 S Rural Rd.
NW Corner Baseline & Rural
elementsmassage.com/tempe

Same-day appointments! Ease your
stress TODAY.
Reduced stress, elevated mood, and a strengthened immune system are all part
of experiencing a therapeutic massage The Elements Way.®

Sessions include time for consultation and dressing. New clients only. May not be combined with any other offers or discounts. Limited time
offer."Best" claim based on Net Promoter scores from 2013 via Listen360.com.

