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THE PLACE WE CALL HOME

Tempe church
decries vote
aﬃrming
LGBT ban
By Joyce Coronel
Tempe congregation is
mourning a decision by
the United Methodist
Church’s General Conference
to continue its ban on
same-sex marriage and the
ordination of gay clergy.
The action, which occurred
at the denomination’s
conference in St. Louis, Mo.,
caused an outpouring of
sorrow at Dayspring United
Methodist Church.
In a telephone interview
with Wrangler News, the
Rev. Jeff Procter-Murphy,
Dayspring’s pastor, spoke of
how disappointed he was in
the conference vote.
“As a lifelong United
Methodist, I am mourning for
our denomination. It remains
to be seen what’s going to
happen to it, but it looks like

A

PUBLIC DISPLAY OF MOURNING — Dayspring United Methodist Church pastor Jeﬀ Procter-Murphy acted within hours to display
his congregation's opposition to a vote by the denomination's General Conference to disallow gay marriage and non-celibate gay clergy.
— Photo courtesy Dayspring United Methodist Church

— DAYSPRING, Page 14

Useful neighborhood tool or threat to privacy? Talking, texting law
NEXTDOOR: A SPECIAL REPORT
now in full eﬀect as
Tempe cracks down
By Sammie Ann Wicks

Editor’s note: In light of recent international
headlines, Wrangler News contributor Sammie Ann
Wicks set out to learn more about one of the socialmedia platforms being used in our community. This
is the first installment of a two-part series.

I

f you’re an average citizen of today’s wireless
world, you know the drill: Go online, where
internet companies invite you to share, connect,
network or reach out to family and friends. And, oh
yes, they’d like you to sign up for their free services by
filling out a simple application.
But this isn’t the kind of connecting we remember
our own families doing as we were growing up. It’s not

sitting with the neighbors next door and looking them
in the eye while you share stories about your kids and
theirs, the new postal carrier on the block, the Jones’s
missing cat, the high school kid who lives down the
street who drives too fast, too dangerously.
Now, our online world today is what Marshall
McLuhan so many years ago famously called mediated
connecting. That is, something (or someone)
stands between your connection and your intended
respondent, who is also online, he or she mediated by
the same electronic tools.
So we begin to “connect” and encounter the
communication of those we know are doing the same
thing. It’s entertaining, clever, convenient…and to a
growing number, worrisome.
— NEXTDOOR, Page 10

It’s now official: Motorists who send or read
a text message while driving in Tempe can
be issued a citation and fined up to $500 for
repeat offenses.
The Tempe City Council has approved
changes to the city’s distracted driving laws, a
major step-up in the ordinance that previously
required the offending driver to be driving
erratically as a requisite to being pulled over.
Police say studies show that, on average, it
— TEXTING, Page 16
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Greenbelt Lot in Tempe/85284

LUCAS Just SOLD in Chandler

Split 4BR, 2 BA, 2217 sf, pool, parklike setting
Priced
ed at $
$409,000 • Call for more details
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Special Home in South Tempe

Great Value in Central Tempe

4 BR, 3 BA, 2346 sf, huge workshop, Ky
K rene Schls
Priced at $350,000 • Call ffor more details

3 BR, 2BA, 1686 sf, pool, over $50K in remodel
Priced at $310,000 • Call fo
f r more details
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Rare 1 Acre Lot in South Tempe
Horse propert
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r y. Irrigated. Build your dream home.
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$485,000 • Call ffor more details
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Coming Soon in Chandler/
Chandler/85226
rr/85226
4 BR, 2.5 BA, updated, pool, next to greenbelt
Priced to sell • Call ffor more details

Need to sell your home? Call LUCAS.
Trust the local experts with a proven track record of success.
As full time Realtors,
rs, we’ve sold more local homes in all kinds of housing markets: up
and down, in season and out. We have the experience you need to prepare, promote
and present your home to the greatest number of buyers, and then close the deal,
making sure you get the highest price for your home.

Your Trusted Local Experts For Over 25 Years. We Get Results!
Call or
Click

(480) 598-8800 • TheLucasGroup.com
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New tiered dues structure said to boost
value of Tempe Chamber membership

Anthony J. Knowles
Attorney at Law

Former Arizona Police Officer

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Over 18 Years Experience
We handle all criminal and DUI cases

“Put a Former Arizona Police
Officer on YOUR side!”

Call Today

480-247-6366
www.knowleslaw.org

2852 S. Carriage Lane - Mesa, AZ 85202

Editor's note: Wrangler News
asked Anne Gill, president of the
Tempe Chamber of Commerce,
to discuss the details of recent
action by the chamber board of
directors to modify the method
by which companies can initiate
chamber membership. The following
summarizes what she had to say
about the changes.

A

fter 18 months of research and
consideration by the Tempe
Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors, its membership committee
and chamber staff, the organization is
changing the way members invest.
Like many
chambers during
the past decade,
we are moving to a
tiered dues system
which provides
benefits based on
the investment level
a member selects.
Instead of calculating your annual
membership investment based on each
industry and the company's number of
employees, we’re introducing a more
member-centric approach that lets the
member choose the level of annual
membership investment.
Each company's choice will depend
on the chamber services and benefits
desired and the investment that the
company's leadership wants to make in
strengthening the business community
and strengthening the chamber.
Why such a change in the way the
chamber does business?
Why adjust the chamber's price
structure and change its revenue
stream?
The answer is simple:
It guarantees equity and choice

when choosing a membership package
that is important to each business and
is aligned with the chamber’s mission
to serve as the voice of business, a
catalyst for economic growth, and a
champion for a strong community.
We listened carefully to the benefit
requests of our membership and
benchmarked similar chamber benefit
offerings.
We found that most members
valued different benefits for a variety
of reasons.
For some, having a voice in
advocacy was most important.
For others, the ability to build their
network and advertise was paramount.
The solution was to develop several
levels of benefits that matched the
membership dues investment.
The Tempe Chamber has seven
membership levels from which
to choose, and each new level of
investment offers increasing benefits,
services and sponsorships as well as
exclusivity at the top tiers.
This member-driven and boardadopted improvement to the
chamber's investment structure
provides increased value to chamber
membership, and members now have
the power to choose the benefits and
services that make sense for them.
We recognize adopting the tiered
benefits system is a significant change
for chamber members.
The transition will be paced
and will allow plenty of time for
adjustment.
We invite you to join us for an
info session on our new investment
structure.
Come see us to learn about our
changes to offer more value and
more choice while strengthening our
organization.
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‘Something
for everyone’
as traditional
Chandler
festival takes
flight for its
31st annual run
A curly tailed fill-in
for ostrich races,
but not to worry:
Pigs won't fly
By Joyce Coronel

T

he 31st annual Chandler
Chamber of Commerce
Ostrich Festival takes wing
March 8-10 at Tumbleweed Park,
and organizers say the extravaganza
will offer three days of musical
entertainment, rides, food and fun.
Newcomers to the high-tech, fast
growing city of Chandler may not
quite understand how a flightless
bird that lives mainly in Africa
has somehow come to symbolize a
community.
This quirky, feathered mascot

points to the roots of a city that was
once home to ostriches—lots of them.
During the early 1900s, women’s
hats were frequently adorned with
ostrich feathers and so the ranches
had a ready market for the plumes.
For the last three decades, Chandler
has paid tribute to its feathered past
with the family-friendly Ostrich
Festival.
This year’s event features pig
races, music and the opportunity to
see live ostriches.
Although the festival once held
ostrich races, it’s now turned to an
educational exhibit of the majestic,
flightless creatures.
Ostriches are the largest birds in
the world and can grow up to nine
feet tall.
Terri Kimble, president and
CEO of the Chandler Chamber of
Commerce, voiced her enthusiasm
about the event:
“We are very excited about the
headliner band lineup for the 31st
annual Ostrich Festival.
"Flo Rida, The Commodores and
Andy Grammer – there’s something
for everyone throughout the
weekend.
"You can’t beat the fact that a
reasonably priced general admission
ticket gets you access to a day filled
with over 100 hours of amazing,
family-friendly performances and
musical acts,” she said.
Tumbleweed Park is at 745 E.
Germann Road, Chandler.
Information: ostrichfestival.com

SUPPORTING UP &
COMING
ARTISTS
SINCE
FOREVER
PHOENIX

SCOTTSDALE

TEMPE

CULINARYDROPOUT.COM
@CULINARYDROPOUT

WRANGLER NEWS • MARCH 9 - 22, 2019 • PAGE 6

THINK

Jim Phipps: A career well lived

HEALTHY

IN 2019

50 Years of Leadership & Experience

Offering Over 300 Products
To Support Your Family’s Health

Start your new lifestyle today.

Shop Online Now!

www.enzymeprocess.co
800.521.8669

I

Select few left to
ﬁll the void of a
departing media pro

n these days of news-media
downsizing, public information
officers assume an even more
significant role than in days past.
The job of these professional
communicators is to provide a trained,
reliable pipeline for the flow of
information to those of us who simply
do not have the resources to cover
every turn of events that we think
readers want to know about.
This is where people like
Jim Phipps come in.
Since we met him 20-plus years
ago, during his early days as a PIO
for the city of Chandler, Jim has
consistently been our go-to resource
for Chandler information. He has been
one of our most highly regarded news
providers, one from whom we always
received a prompt response and whom
we liked and trusted.
As of March 1, those days are now
behind us.
Jim provided his city bosses with
notice in January that he would be
retiring from city employment, and
began the slow process of connecting
one final time with the many city,
media and other contacts he developed
over a career that, in its entirety,
spanned 31 years.
Our staff had lunch with Jim one
day in advance of his at-that-time
impending departure, which provided
an opportunity to reminisce over
the times we worked collaboratively
to ferret out information from city
departments and to remember the
many people we were able to connect
with as a result of initiatives by Jim
and his co-workers.
One of those we particularly
enjoyed was former Chandler Mayor
Boyd Dunn, with whom Jim helped
arrange occasional informal sitdowns to explore topics of mutual
interest. Jim also opened doors for us
in places we would not have pursued

as diligently as he did, and worked
to encourage doubters to value the
ongoing role of print media in a sea
of digital newcomers seemingly more
interested in creating controversy than
building a sense of community.
So although Jim’s phone number
and city email address will no longer
be at the top of our contact list, there
are thankfully others, notably in cities
like Tempe, where the legacy of media
collaboration lives on.
Remaining intact there are the
public-information building blocks
left behind by people like Nachie
Marquez, who ultimately established
and oversaw a fully staffed public
information department for Chandler
until her retirement a couple of years
ago.
In her place now in Tempe presides
Nikki Ripley, whose journalistic
expertise, work ethic and professional
creds have earned her a rightful claim
to respect among reporters Valleywide.
As to continuing our effort to
ensure a sense of community between
West Chandler residents and the core
of their city, some other allies likely
will come along as well—potentially
one or both of the energetic, forwardlooking Chandler Chamber or
Downtown Chandler executives, Terri
Kimble or Mary Murphy-Bessler.
Ultimately, it is our aim to make
sure that those living on the city’s
west side can more fully appreciate
their endowment as residents of a
fully cohesive, fully welcoming city
rather than as outliers whose sense
of community risks erosion by an
stubbornly divisive freeway.
Finally, to Jim Phipps we say:
“Thanks, friend, for all you helped us
achieve and for all you did in the best
interest of Chandler. Take it easy. Have
fun. Go fishin’.”
— Don Kirkland
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Our new ER
waiting room.
When you’re not feeling well, there’s no place like
home. That’s why we’ve made it possible for you
to wait at home for your turn to see an ER doctor.
Find out more at dignityhealth.org/emergency-care.

InQuicker should not be used for life-threatening emergencies or children under the age of three. Call 911 immediately for more serious conditions.
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Caring for, preventing
Alzheimer’s focus of
free March 12 forum
Adding to Tempe's stature
as a ‘Dementia Friendly City’
By Nicholas Johnsen

A

lthough Tempe is perceived as a college
town, it’s also home to a substantial and

growing population of seniors, which is one
reason Tempe has been designated a “Dementia
Friendly City.”
One of the top concerns of seniors and their loved
ones is the battle against an insidious enemy known
as Alzhemier’s. The devastating disease affects more
than 5 million Americans and is the sixth leading
cause of death in the U.S., according to Alzheimers.
net.
A free upcoming conference in Tempe
will address prevention and mitigation of this
neurodegenerative disorder found accountable for
nearly 70 percent of all reported dementia.
Though the concept may be frightening,
prevention and mitigation is at the top of the priority
list for many and could be more important than one
might think.

The Alzheimer’s Foundation of America will
visit Tempe and present the educational conference
Tuesday, March 12, at Marriot Tempe at the Buttes.
The purpose of the conference is to connect
people in the area with information regarding
Alzheimer’s, brain health and dementia caregiving.
Those present will have the opportunity to
interact with Alzheimer’s experts, ask questions,
network and obtain a free memory screening.
A variety of professionals will be attending the
conference to speak
on topics such as
current research,
innovating treatment
and caregiver support.
One such
professional, John
DenBoer, Ph.D., will
provide an overview
of the disease from his
perspective and an update on current research, as
well as offering attendees an understanding of what
changes await on the horizon.
DenBoer is a clinical neuropsychologist
specializing in the assessment and detection of earlystage dementia, including Alzheimer’s disease.
He also is the founder and CEO of Smart
Brain Aging, a Valley-based healthcare technology
company specializing in reducing the cognitive
decline in aging brains.
During an interview, DenBoer discussed the
importance of educational conferences like this one
and just how vital they can be in proper diagnosis
and care.

Students First

“The key is disrupting the disease,” DenBoer said,
when asked about how Smart Brain Aging is focusing
on treatment for such a complex issue.
“What we really do is focus on mitigation; we
want to mitigate the decline associated with the
disease.”
The neuropsychologist continued to explain
that this mitigation is done through cognitive
training exercises offered by treatment platforms
such as Smart Brain Aging, their own. DenBoer
also added that pharmaceutical treatment of the
disease and dementia in general is falling behind the
effectiveness of cognitive training programs, which
are reshaping the way mental health is viewed in
general.
Professionals like DenBoer believe that brain
health is a new field which deserves to be taken
seriously.
With such a heavy emphasis on early mitigation
and disruption, it’s easy to see why educational
conferences like this one are so important; in part,
it’s about getting this information out.
When it comes to a healthy brain, staying
informed and cognitively active could make all of the
difference.
The AFA’s conference will run from 9 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at Phoenix Marriot at the Buttes, 2000 W.
Westcourt Way, Tempe.
Those interested can visit www.alzfdn. org and
click on “events calendar” at the top of the page.
Anyone who can’t attend or has immediate
questions about Alzheimer’s disease can contact
AFA’s national toll-free helpline at 866-232-8484.

Tempe Union

[ENROLL NOW]

1

st

ACADEMICS
ATHLETICS
FINE ARTS

TEMPEUNION.ORG/ENROLL
Tempe • McClintock • Marcos de Niza • Corona del Sol
Mountain Pointe • Desert Vista • Compadre
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PRIVATE
ALTCS ROOMS

Tutu, the mascot for Chandler’s annual Ostrich Festival, paid a visit to students at Kyrene de la Paloma where
he helped draw attention to fundraising for Harmony Park.
— Photo courtesy Kyrene School District
— Photo courtesy Tempe Elementary School District

Proposed music park
will strike new chord
with kids at Paloma
A proposed Harmony Park, at
Kyrene de la Paloma school in West
Chandler, will sound to music lovers
like an experience that is an equal
mix between being in heaven and
Disneyland.
Once constructed, the playground
will provide children with a learning
environment to explore making
sounds—aka music—with free-standing
sculptures shaped with the look
and capability of selected musical
instruments.
“Paloma’s Harmony Park
will provide an outdoor learning
environment that encourages children
to explore sound in a spontaneous
way, while providing balance to more
formal, classroom music instruction,”
said Paloma Principal Janet Tobias.
She says that she has long dreamed
of adding an outdoor park to the
school’s art integration program to
inspire in students a love of music.
“We know that music helps children
build reasoning skills, increases

memory capacity and supports
students in developing cooperation
skills,” said Tobias.
“It also builds confidence and fuels
creativity in students, meeting the
increasing social-emotion needs of the
children we serve.”
To fund the construction of
Harmony Park, the school is hosting
a golf tournament as a fundraiser on
Saturday, May 4 at the Arizona Grande
Resort and Spa. “We hope to raise
more than $10,000 at our Harmony
Park Golf Tournament, which will
almost pay for our first installment
of a four-instrument ensemble. Also,
we are selling personalized bricks for
$100, which will be installed into the
musical instrument park as another
way to fundraise,” said Tobias.
“We know we will have to work
hard for several years to raise the
money needed to have a 10- piece
musical instrument park, but we are
up for the challenge because we know
it is good for children. We eventually
want to install a large, shade structure
over the park so that students can
experience the magic all year long.”
Information: harmonyparkgolf.com
Read the full version of this story
at wranglernews.com

New to Medicare?
Questioning Your Current Plan?
Living With A Chronic Condition?
Retiring Soon?

Get Answers Today!

480.201.3527
Roberta Robenstine
TRB Insurance Service

robertarobenstine@gmail.com
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Imagine classrooms without walls.
Imagine students surrounded by teachers.
Imagine the Possibilities.

IMAGINE
THE POSSIBILITIES
Kyrene School District is now enrolling students in
a new prototype model for a school of the future.
INNOVATIVE • FLEXIBLE • COLLABORATIVE

Apply at www.kyrene.org/imagine by March 17

L E A R N I N G. L E A D I N G. A C H I E V I N G.

Nextdoor
From Page 1
Today, the biggest and most socially
powerful of these media are familiar to
us all: Google, a search engine and its
related enterprises, like the company’s
so-called Cloud; Twitter, in almost
constant daily public consciousness
due to heavy presidential patronage;
Instagram, Snapchat, Tumblr,
Pinterest, LinkedIn, YouTube, Flickr,
Facebook. Again, you know the drill.
So ubiquitous are these seemingly
ever-present dispensers of “news” that
even such municipalities as Chandler
and Tempe have engaged with yet
another, though still lesser-known
but growing social media company,
Nextdoor.
The San Francisco-connected
company has, in fact, grown its
presence locally with a considerable
amount of input from the city of
Chandler, which finds the company’s
services useful to its communication
needs.
Nextdoor’s popularity here may
be due to its “next new thing” status,
offering participants a chance to
monitor real-time neighborhood
activities and report those happenings
back to other participants in the
neighborhood.
Like those in Nextdoor’s claimed
100,000 neighborhoods across
the country, Chandler’s Nextdoor
members can “create private websites
for their neighborhoods where they
can ask questions, get to know one
another, and exchange local advice and
recommendations.”
Says Nextdoor’s call to action:
“When neighbors start talking, good
things happen.”
Because of the possibility of
real-time reporting of activities and
events in the local neighborhood,
municipalities like Chandler say such
services can also help neighbors to
monitor nefarious activities such
as sexual predation, kidnappings
and other activities they regard as
suspicious.
In Tempe, Nextdoor provides a
communications tool the city says it
also finds useful.
Says Kris Baxter, a Tempe public
information officer specializing in
social media:
“There are two ways we at the city
use Nextdoor, and they’re both newsbased. The first of these is the kind of
news that is specific to a neighborhood,
like perhaps a park remodel or other
event in the neighborhood of interest
to the people actually living there,
where people who are directly affected

might see it.”
Other information the city might
want to share with citizens has a
broader audience, Baxter adds.
“The second way we use Nextdoor
is to disseminate news and information
that is geographically wider,” says
Baxter—“items of concern to people
city-wide.”
Baxter states that, although
numbers of local Nextdoor users
compared to Facebook is smaller,
around 21 percent of households in
Tempe still make use of Nextdoor
services, including 161 neighborhood
self-started groups.
Privacy issues of concern to
individual users are strictly a matter of
choice, she declares.
“Nextdoor is much like any other
social media outlet; you either use it
and abide by their rules or you don’t
use it,” she says.
“Individuals have the right to
choose the venues that they’re
comfortable using.”
Some observers, though, say they
suspect the potential for a darker side
to such social media sites in the area
of personal privacy. They cite recent
revelations that social media giant
Facebook allowed Russian operatives,
posing as Americans, to buy divisive
ads and thus influence some 10
million Americans during the 2016
presidential campaign.
At the national level, data collection
beyond the purely political is said to
have become a massive marketing
tool, burgeoning both in size and its
ability to create accurate profiles of
individuals, and thus target them with
unsolicited ads for products they might
buy.
(Full disclosure: Wrangler News
pays for a small number of promoted
posts on its Facebook page to help
expand readership of topics we
consider to be of community-wide
importance.)
On the everyday, local level,
personal data collection by social
media ventures is just as replete, and
some say—in the area of personal
security and privacy—just as
dangerous.
Pundits posit that, if you’re not
paying, you’re not a customer—you’re
a marketing target. So social media
companies require users to reveal
information about themselves as a cost
of membership: If you don’t provide
the personal information, well, you
can’t participate.
Nextdoor’s founders’ stated
goal of “creating meaningful online
communities” thus carries with it the
burden of potential privacy issues.
— Story continues on facing page
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For instance, Nextdoor’s official Privacy Policy
states that potential users of the site can become
members if another Nextdoor member in their
neighborhood invites them (if they supply their
residence address) or “by providing…your name and
street address and email address…[and] additional
authenticating information that we request, such
as credit card numbers, the last four digits of your
Social Security number, and unique codes emailed to
you, or your home or mobile phone number.”
Thus, users are allowed to use Nextdoor services
by first submitting personal information about
themselves to the company.
“We allow you to create a personal profile and
submit information such as your phone number,
photo, occupation, family members, biography, and
personal interests,” says Nextdoor, adding however,
“We may give you ways to hide some of this profile
information, but your name and street address may
be visible to your neighbors so long as you maintain
your account.”
Once membership is granted, says Nextdoor, the
company “automatically collects information about
your visit to the company web site…including the
browser you are using, the URLs you came from and
go to, your operating system, your IP address, and
usage and browsing habits.” This collected personal
information, the company declares, is used “to…
analyze trends, help target offers and other ads, track
user movement…and gather broad demographic

Register now!
Classes begin in March.
The spring Tempe Opportunities
brochure features hundreds of
programs for every interest, age and
ability, including health and fitness,
art, dance, special interest, sports,
aquatics and boating offerings. You
can view the brochure online or pick
one up at a City of Tempe facility.

tempe.gov/brochure
480-350-5200

information.”
Users’ own personal computer equipment is
also physically altered by company software, says
Nextdoor, through the use of “cookies, small data
files stored on your computer which include unique
identifiers.”
Nextdoor says, however, that it allows users not
to participate in cookie collection: “You can configure
your browser to reject cookies,” says the company,

Pundits posit that,
if you're not paying,
you're not a customer
“but doing so will prevent you from logging into our
web site…[and] Our systems are not configured to
accept browsers’ ‘Do Not Track’ signals.”
Other personal information is used by Nextdoor
for similar commercial purposes:
“We may share your verification information with
third-party vendors,” says Nextdoor, “[and] We may
choose to retain all verification-related information
indefinitely to assist with future verifications, even if
you do not complete the verification [process].”
Nextdoor, as well as Nextdoor members living in
your neighborhood, also will be told where you live:

“To start a neighborhood, we obtain public
information about residences in the neighborhood,”
Nextdoor says, “such as street addresses and
property lot maps.” But your neighbors, they say, will
have your information as well.
“Your neighbors may provide us with, and share
with your other neighbors, information about you,
(even if you are not a member),” the company
declares, “such as your name, email address, street
address, phone numbers, and other information
typically found in our neighborhood directories.”
But even with the amount of sharing Nextdoor
participates in with its third-party vendor partners,
the company constrains users from sharing the same
information.
“You may not gather information from Nextdoor,
either manually or an automated basis,” the company
warns, stating that “it is not OK to provide your
neighbor’s information from Nextdoor to third-party
marketers.”

Next issue: We will document growing numbers
of local users’ complaints against Nextdoor’s
policies, focus more deeply on online privacy issues
generated by those policies, explore the possibility
of bogus user profiles and neighborhood addresses
on the company site, and explore the company’s
corporate origins.
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Near-half-century reign ends for Dick Neuheisel; new
president elected by Tempe Sister Cities governing board
By Joyce Coronel

A

n international exchange
organization that promotes
understanding and education
between Tempe and cities around the
globe is under new leadership after
nearly five decades.
Tempe Sister Cities, led by Dick
Neuheisel for the last 49 years, is one of the
city’s hallmark organizations. Tempe sends
student ambassadors to 10 cities, including
Timbuktu, Mali; Carlow, Ireland; Cusco,
Peru and Zhenjiang, China.
Neuheisel has experienced health issues
over the past year and Tempe Sister Cities
has elected a new president.
Through the years, Neuheisel has
travelled to each of the sister cities to witness
firsthand the development of international
friendships.
In a post on the Tempe Sister Cities
website, he said he believes in the hope of
peace between nations that the organization

promotes.
The U.S. Sister Cities organization was
founded in 1956 as a response to the request
of then-president Dwight D. Eisenhower for
a people-to-people program that would help
build peace between nations.
Tempe Sister Cities established its first
international relationship in 1971 with
Skopje which in those days belonged to
Yugoslavia, a communist city in Eastern
Europe.
“This had never been done before,”
Neuheisel said adding that the partnership
between the two cities grabbed national
headlines and led to shock and disbelief.
“Looking back, it was this partnership
that opened Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union to the Sister City idea, and today there
are scores of American cities twinned with
cities in these areas,” Neuheisel said.
Doug Royse, who has served on the board
— NEUHEISEL, Page 13

Dick Neuheisel is stepping down after 49 years leading Tempe Sister Cities, an
exchange program that connects student ambassadors and first responders with
their counterparts in cities around the globe.
— Photo courtesy Tempe Sister Cities

OS&P OPTICAL
Come visit us for a wide selection
of the top-selling brands.
Bring this ad and receive 15% off a
full pair of frames and lenses.
(Maui Jim Sunglasses excluded)

Over 600 frames with more than
40 brands to choose from.
Including Ray Ban, Kate Spade,
Michael Kors, Nike, Maui Jim.

osandp.com

3200 S. Country Club Way, Tempe 85282 - 480-360-2020
Monday - Friday 8:00AM-4:30PM
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Neuheisel
From Page 12
of Tempe Sister Cities for 12 years and
has volunteered at the organization’s
signature fundraiser, Oktoberfest, for
20 years, said Neuheisel’s leadership
was “innovative and outside-the-box,”
among other accolades.
“He’s been a true leader of the
community for many, many years,”
Royse said, “and president of the
national Sister Cities program.”
Both Neuheisel and his wife Jane
were honored with Tempe’s prestigious
Don Carlos Award in 2005 for their
work.
Dick served on the Tempe City
Council and has led the Tempe Sister
Cities program alongside his longtime
friend, Harry Mitchell, who helped him
establish the organization.
Mitchell, a former congressman
and Tempe mayor, still serves as vicepresident of Tempe Sister Cities. Dick
has also been a longtime member of
Tempe Kiwanis.
Tempe native Paul Sheard, a

Corona del Sol High School grad, has
been elected the new president of
Tempe Sister Cities.
Presidents are elected for one-year
terms and may be re-elected. Sheard
lauded Dick’s leadership and service
through the years.
“Without his vision and leadership,
this organization wouldn’t be where it
is today,” Sheard said.
“This year we will be at 971 students
who we’ve sent abroad to have a oncein-a-lifetime experience. Without
Dick’s leadership and his wife Jane
and all of their volunteer hours, even
people like myself wouldn’t have been
able to travel.”
Sheard was a Tempe Sister Cities
delegate to Zhenjiang, China in 2002.
“I think the biggest thing is it isn’t
really a change in leadership as it is a
continuing on of a great tradition that
he started,” Sheard said.
Tempe Sister Cities will celebrate
its 50th year this coming December
and Sheard says the Neuheisels will
be honored for their leadership and
service to the organization.
Information: tempesistercities.org

SUPPLIER OF QUALITY STONES
TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
• Selectively sourced materials imported from around the world.
• We carry a range of natural & artificial stones, including
granite, marble, quartz, and porcelain that will work for any home design or commercial project.
• We offer a selection of sinks and tiles to complete your home improvement project.
• Our expert team can guide you through the selection process, ensuring you get the product you
want and the best customer service possible.
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Dayspring

the decision by the wider church as an “emotional
free to be themselves without fear of judgment.”
blow” but says she’s “skeptical that most of the things
A brochure at the entrance to Dayspring’s office
that were voted on will actually come to fruition” due
attests to the congregation’s commitment to serving
From Page 1
to United Methodist Church having a judicial arm
the gay community. The rainbow-colored Dayspring
that could rule the decision unconstitutional.
PRIDE leaflet states that it is “A welcoming and
we have irreconcilable differences.”
Two thirds of the U.S. delegates to the General
supportive ministry for LGBTQ persons and allies.”
Based on the reactions of congregants posting
Conference
voted for inclusion of the LGBT
Just hours after the denomination’s General
on Facebook, there appeared to be near unanimous
community,
Procter-Murphy said.
agreement with Procter-Murphy among the members Conference voted to uphold the LGBT ban, Procter“The
Bible
Belt delegates and those from Africa
Murphy reacted by draping black fabric over the sign
of Dayspring.
carried
the
day.
In Africa there are places where the
in front of the church that faces Elliot Road in South
He made it clear the ruling isn’t about the culture
practice
of
homosexuality,
if it’s still not a capital
Tempe. He called for a prayer vigil and parishioners
war—it’s about the lives of those impacted.
offense,
it
was
in
recent
times.”
responded, about two dozen faithful sitting, mostly in
“For one thing, it’s not an issue. We’re talking
In any case, Procter-Murphy has no plans to scale
silence, inside the darkened sanctuary in silence that
about people,” Procter-Murphy said. “It’s putting a
down
his church’s support of the LGBT community.
face on what for many people is an issue and yet they afternoon.
Dayspring
has around 1,150 members, with about
Celia Adams attended the vigil alongside her
come to find out their sons and daughters and aunts
WRANGLER
NEWS
JULY Arizona
7 - 10,
2018
550
who
worship
on•Sundays.
is part
of a • PAG
husband Ben and 6-year-old daughter. “We’re not a
and uncles are LGBT.”
“non-conforming annual conference” that he says
prejudiced community. That’s not what we’re about,”
At Dayspring, he noted, LGBT members are
will not abide by the decision made at the General
Adams said as the family got into its mini-van
involved at “all levels of participation,” including
Conference for the worldwide church.
afterward.
leadership and ministry. The same is true, he said,
“There are non-conforming annual conferences
The Rev. Brooke Isingoma, pastor of St. Matthew
in other churches “whether they know it or not.” The
that
will not abide by exclusive and punitive
United Methodist Church in Mesa, attended the vigil
difference, he said, is that at his church, “people are
measures
toward LGBT persons. Our conference is
along with her 9-year-old son Landon. She described
one,” Procter-Murphy said.
The day following the historic vote, Dayspring’s
Mention this ad through the end of March for:
Facebook page reflected the community’s sorrow.
“The sad demise of a denomination,” the post was
titled. More than 100 people commented, expressing
grief and disappointment at the General Conference’s
decision.
(for any instrument)
— Continued on facing page
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“Dayspring is on the right side of history in this
moment,” one person wrote. “All people are worthy
of the church’s love and protection and all should be
eligible to fully participate in its good works.”
So what does Procter-Murphy say to those who
contend the Bible forbids homosexual behavior?
“There are factions who want to profess to a more
literal interpretation of the Bible and cling to six
isolated passages in Scripture that question samegender loving couples,” Procter-Murphy said.
“They are happy to overlook the fact that Jesus
himself was silent on the matter but had a lot of
things to say about divorce which Christians are
happy to turn a blind eye to.
“The Bible was used to justify slavery because
there are passages—maybe even more that the ones
on homosexuality—to support slavery. The Bible has
been used to keep women in subservient roles and
that persists today.”
Not all clergy would agree with Procter-Murphy’s
assessment.
For nearly 2,000 years, Christian denominations
consistently taught that homosexual activity was
sinful; acceptance has come only in recent decades
following the sexual revolution.
It’s not the first time the local faith community
has been divided by views concerning homosexuality.
In recent years, most mainline Protestant
denominations—Presbyterian, Episcopal, Evangelical
Lutheran—have approved and performed samesex wedding ceremonies. Some of them have lost
congregations who disagreed with the policy.
Living Faith Anglican Church in Tempe, for
example, was established in 2005 after about 80
percent of parishioners at St. James Episcopal
Church in Tempe left in protest over the ordination
of an openly gay man by the Episcopal Church in
New Hampshire.
The Rev. Peter Smith, who now leads Living
Faith, provided a statement to Wrangler News
regarding the UMC General Conference decision. The
statement reads in part:
“Love is not the same as approval and disapproval
is not the same as hate. Jesus loved all those he
encountered, but he never called ‘good’ that which
was sinful or evil. Instead, we see Jesus loving people
and at the same time calling them to turn away from
the things which draw them away from the love of
God, which is the ultimate purpose for which we
were created. It is possible and indeed necessary
for the Church to affirm the dignity of every human
being (whoever they may be, LGBTQ or otherwise)
and to genuinely love them without affirming their
specific moral choices (or perceived identities) which
are contrary to the clear teaching of Scripture.
“Christ loves all of us equally, and invites all of
us to repent of sin, turn to him for forgiveness, and
enter into a new way of living.”
For more local reaction to this story, visit
wranglernews.com

Tempe Elementary School District

Summer Enrichment Program

Registration is Underway!

lifelong learning
begins here

Don’t Delay – Classes Fill Up Fast!

growing
begins here

joy begins
here
excitement
passion
begins here
begins here We are proud to offer a variety of challenging and fun academic classes in our
Summer Enrichment Program — all at a low cost! Students entering kindergarten
through ninth-grade are invited to join exciting classes such as Lil’ Engineers,
Shutterbugs, Grossology, Take the Rubik’s Cube Challenge, Books Alive! and more!

fun begins
here
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begins here

Where Bright Futures Begin
Register online or in person. 3205 S. Rural Rd., Tempe, AZ 85282

friendships begin here

www.tempeschools.org/summerschool • (480) 730-7250
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Texting
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Mary Contreras State Farm Invites you to

THE 17TH ANNUAL
SPRING FLING EVENT
WHERE: 2145 E. Warner Rd., Suite 101
Tempe, AZ 85284
WHEN: Saturday, March 30, 9 a.m. - Noon
Free Windshield Repair/Red Means Stop
Appearance / The Good Neighbor Appearance
/ Safety Tips / Coloring Contests for Kids /
And Much More!

Call us at 480-720-7788 or
email mary@marycontreras.com
www.marycontreras.com

takes five seconds to send or read a text message.
It also takes about five seconds to travel the length
of a football field while driving 55 mph. In 2016,
nine percent of all fatal crashes in the U.S. were
reportedly related to in-vehicle distractions.
The new changes were said to be part of Tempe’s
Vision Zero efforts to eliminate traffic injuries and
fatalities.
The changes, which already have taken effect,
allow Tempe police to cite drivers for holding,
typing on or operating a mobile device while
driving. Devices must be used in hands-free or
voice-operated modes.
Removing the distraction associated with
handheld mobile devices will allow drivers to better
focus attention on driving, resulting in improved
safety for all roadway users, say local police. There
will be a 30-day education period before any
citations are issued.
“Studies continue to show that primary
distracted-driving laws led to a reduction in traffic
fatalities, especially those that are hands-free,” said
Vice Mayor Lauren Kuby.
“The changes that the Tempe Council approved
are completely in line with our Vision Zero initiative
to reduce traffic fatalities and serious injury crashes
to zero. We want to see two hands on the wheel,
with the driver focused on driving.”
Exceptions to the ordinance include if a driver is

using a mobile device while parked on the side of a
road, stopped at a railroad crossing or at a red light.
Penalties for each offense will stay the same.
For the first offense, drivers are subject to a $100
fine plus penalty. Second incidents will result in a
$250 fine plus penalty. Repeated incidents within
a 24-month period will incur a $500 fine plus
penalty.
Several legislative bills regarding distracted
driving and texting while driving have been
proposed at the state level. If a statewide bill is
adopted, it could stop the enforcement of any cityspecific ordinances in Arizona in favor of local
enforcement of the state law.
Information: tempe.gov/VisionZero.
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Sports
with Alex Zener

Aztec softball
‘on ﬁre’
Corona’s softball team has started
the 2019 season on fire with a 6-0
winning streak outscoring their
opponents 64-19.
Returning players from last
season’s 25-9 team who are leading
the way this season include seniors
Ally Quintero, Ariana MarquezYniguez, Reyna Mori and Alexis
Massie along with juniors Sierra
Fuchs, Summer Duran and Jada
Wendling.
“Alexis Massie, Ally Quintero.
Summer Duran and sophomore
Tristan Jamar have been our
strongest batters so far this season,”
said coach Jeep Ray. “Tristin
Jamar was on JV last year and is
now a starter in our outfield. What a
wonderful treat.”

Jamar has a .579 average and is
tied with Massie with 11 hits each.
Jamar is the leading scorer with
nine runs while Massie is leading the
team in RBI’s with nine.
Duran is batting .526 with 7
runs on 10 hits with five RBI’s while
Quintero is batting .429 scoring
eight runs on nine hits with seven
RBI’s.
“We also have strong infield
players this season with Ally
Quintero at second base and Reyna
Mori and Alexis Massie rotating
between the shortstop and catcher
position,” said Ray.
Mori has had 25 total chances
while fielding a ball to put someone
out. She has put 22 people out and
had three assisted putouts along
with two double plays to give her a
1.000 fielding percentage.
Massie has had 32 chances with
25 put outs and six assists with only
one error to earn a .969 fielding
percentage while Quintero has put
out 20 of her 23 chances with two
assists, four double plays and only
one error.
“Ariana Marquez-Yniguez has
done a good job backing up our
defense in the outfield,” said Ray.

Sunday, March 24 Noon - 4 p.m.
Kiwanis Park
Sports, kayaking, inflatables, Kid Zone Experience, Library StoryWalk®, fishing expo and more!

—SPORTS, Page 18

ONE WEEK FREE
HIGH Intensity, LOW Impact, FULL Body Workout that will show amazing results in your
STRENGTH, FLEXIBILITY, BALANCE, and CARDIO!

480.940.7587 • MegaFitAz.com

940 N. 54th Street - Chandler / Southeast Corner of Ray & I-10
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Marquez-Yniguez has a 1.000
fielding percentage in the first six
games after putting out six players
with one assist on seven chances.
“Jada Wendling, one of our
pitchers, is a quiet leader on and off
the field,” said Ray. “She is also a good
utility player. I honestly think I could
play her at almost any position, maybe
except catcher, and she would do well.”
Wendling has pitched 19 innings
with four appearances in the first six
games and is credited with three of the
six wins. She faced 76 batters striking
out 18 while allowing only 18 hits and
eight runs against Corona.
Freshman Emmalyn Brinka
has pitched 16 innings in three

appearances and is credited for three
Corona wins so far this season. Brinka
faced 69 batters allowing 18 hits and 11
runs with two strikeouts.
“Emmalyn Brinka is new to the
Phoenix area having transferred
from the Montana and Idaho area,”
said Ray. “She has stepped right into
playing pitcher and first base for us.”
Brinka has played in all six games
batting .500 with nine hits on 18 at
bats scoring two runs.
Also new to varsity this season is
sophomore Taylor Kolling who has
been playing in the outfield.
“Taylor Kolling or TK, as we call
her, was on JV last season but is
making an impact of varsity already,”
said Ray. “She is such a hard worker.
She never gives up,”
Kolling is batting .417 with five hits
scoring four runs and three RBI’s while
playing in five games for Corona.

The rest of the team consists of
two freshmen: Bella Cummins and
Teagan Neuman; two sophomores,
Ali Staples and Alex Reeve; one
junior, Shelby Williamson; and
three seniors, Bayleigh Bradley,
Taylor Posadas and Hailey
Thompson.

“I feel we are a relatively young team,
even though we have six returning players,”
said Ray. “We are still working on the
chemistry or the MESH that makes a team
successful,” said Ray. “It only happens with
experience playing and practicing together
so the longer we work together, we have a
better chance of peaking before the state
tournament.”
Corona was scheduled to play at home
against Red Mountain on Mar. 5 and at
Westview on Mar. 7 before playing at home
against Mountain Pointe on Mar. 13.
During spring break Corona is
scheduled to play at the Desert Mountain
Invitational hosted by Desert Mountain and
Horizon high schools on Mar. 13-16.

McClintock Basketball
The Chargers had a stellar season with
high hopes of reaching the finals of a state
basketball championship game for the first
time since 1986 when they won the Class
5A State Championship.

That was until they lost a heartwrenching game Feb. 18 by just one
point in the semifinals of the 5A State
Championship with a score of 46-45 to the
No. 1 seed and eventual champions, the
Gilbert Tigers.
McClintock entered the state
tournament as the No. 4 seed easily
defeating No. 13 Centennial on Feb. 13,
54-39 before defeating No. 5 Cactus
Shadows 63-59 on Feb. 15.
The Chargers ended their season
ranked No. 4 in 5A with a 23-6 overall
record and 11-1 section record.
The semifinal loss by one point was a
bitter-sweet ending for McClintock’s nine
seniors who played a major role in the
Charger’s success over the season.
The Chargers started slow against
Gilbert and were down four points, 11-7,
at the end of the first quarter but rallied
before the half to outscore the Tigers by
five points and only be down by one point
at the end of the second quarter 21-20.
Gilbert came out of the locker room
on fire outscoring the Chargers by seven
points in the third quarter to take a 35-29
lead.
The Chargers put up a valent effort in
the fourth quarter outscoring Gilbert by
five points or 16-11 but it was not enough.
— SPORTS, Page 19
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When the final buzzer sounded, Gilbert had
survived to win by one point 46-45.
Senior Josh Baker scored 12 points in the
semifinals against Gilbert while junior Chance
Garland scored 10 points along with eight
rebounds.
Senior Donavan Williams scored nine
points and senior Jalen Calvert had four blocks
along with eight rebounds.
Junior Armani Williams scored six points
and brought down five rebounds.
Seniors honored at the Chargers last home
game on Feb. 5 against Cactus Shadows included
Bryan Hernandez, Baker, Mekhi Rodgers,
Williams, William Roberts, Calvert, Craig
Gittens, Jordan Martin and Rook Wood.
Baker was the overall leading scorer on the
team averaging over 21 points a game while
Calvert was the leading rebounder averaging 6.4
rebounds a game.
Rodgers and Williams played in every game
with Rodgers averaging 7.6 points and 4.4
assists per game and Williams 9.9 points with
4.3 rebounds a game. Martin saw action in every
game scoring on average 7.3 points a game.
Other members of the team who contributed
to the team’s overall success included juniors
Aiden Penry and Isaac McCann and
sophomore Darius Ward.

Some tasty treats
for St. Paddy's Day . . .
and that's no blarney
By Joyce O’Coronel
It’s that time of the year once again when everyone,
it seems, is Irish. Amid the green T-shirts and
shamrock-shaped cookies, eateries in Tempe and West
Chandler are gearing up for a wee bit of celebration.
Sunday, March 17, known the world over as St.
Patrick’s Day, is upon us again.
At Tempe’s Great Harvest Bakery, the day
brings loaves of traditional Irish soda bread and
another Emerald-Isle-inspired delicacy: Guinness and
smoked-Gouda bread.
George Walston, son of Great Harvest owners
Leslie and Ward Walston, said the latter features
Guinness Beer instead of water, plus the savory, nutty
and buttery sweetness of Gouda.
“It’s kind of a throw-back to that good oldfashioned, made-from-scratch bread from the Irish
households, particularly with the Irish soda bread
being buttermilk-leavened,” Walston said.
Great Harvest grinds its own wheat daily, and most
breads take a full five hours to prepare from start to
finish.
“We don’t take shortcuts,” Walston said. “So it’s

like a leprechaun pops out of a book and is making it
himself like in ‘ye old days.’ Except he’s not short—
he’s an ornery old man called my father.”
Walston pondered a bit: “Actually, there might be
some Irish in there, ornery as he is.”
Beyond the plentiful gastronomic delights that
surround the holiday, however, there’s much more to
the day that celebrates the patron saint of Ireland.
At Murphy’s Law, an Irish pub located at 58 S.
San Marcos Place in Downtown Chandler, patrons can
enjoy a pint or two plus a bit ‘o blarney at the Sunday,
March 17 Shamrockfest 10 a.m.– 9 p.m. Green beer,
live music as well as a cocktail and beer garden
beckon.
Bourbon Jack’s, 11 W. Boston Street in
Downtown Chandler, will offer up its own version of
tribute to the Emerald Isle’s patron saint. Patrons can
partake of an Irish favorite, corned beef and cabbage,
and also enjoy live music.
A free concert at Chandler Center for the Arts takes
place at 7 p.m. March 17.
Recognized twice as Scotland’s “Live Act of the
Year,” Skerryvore is a eight-piece band creating a
fusion of folk, rock, traditional Scottish music and
Americana that represents all of the eight individual
band members.
Featured tunes blend harmonies with strong
vocals, fiddle and guitar.
Doors open one hour before show time with seating
on a first come, first served basis. RSVP to attend.
Information: downtownchandler.org/events

— SPORTS, Page 20
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Downtown Chandler
Farmers Market
Saturdays
8:30am - 12:30pm
Dr. A.J. Chandler Park
West
Through May
Enjoy:
40+ Local Vendors
Free Yoga in the Park
A 45 minute
all-levels class
10:30am through April
Chef Demonstrations
April 6: West Alley BBQ
May 4: Peixoto Coffee
10 a.m.
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Corona Girls Soccer
Corona finished the regular 201819 season with a 5-8-3 record and
as the No. 21 ranked team in the 6A
Conference.
Teams below the top eight
ranked teams need to win in the 6A
Conference Play-In Tournament on
Feb. 7 in order to play in the state
tournament.
Corona ended up losing to No. 12
Desert Ridge 2-0 and therefore were
eliminated from the tournament.
Honored at Corona’s last home
game, Feb. 1 against Mountain Point,
were seniors Maya Benedict, Riye
Torrance, Samantha Scheurer,
Amber Sammon and Mielah
Brown.
Benedict played in all 15 matches
as goal keeper for a total of 1160
minutes in regularion and 19 minutes
in overtime.
Over the season she saved 84
goals or an average of 5.6 goals a

game. Corona had five shut outs while
Benedict was playing goalie.
Sammon, playing the striker
position, led the team in goals with six
goals, five assists and 17 points while
Torrance, a midfielder, was the next
leading scorer with five goals, two of
them were game-winning goals, along
with eight assists and 18 points.
Scheurer, as midfielder, and
Brown, as striker, played in all 15
matches scoring two goals each while
Scheurer had four assists and eight
points.

Boys Soccer
The Aztecs finished the season
ranked No. 7 in the 6A conference
with a 14-8 overall recorded, 4-1 in
their section.
As the No. 10 ranked team, Corona
defeated No. 23 Liberty, 4-1, in the 6A
Conference Play-In Tournament on
Feb. 7 at home to enter the 6A state
championship tournament as the No.
10 seed.
On Feb. 9 the Aztecs defeated No. 7
Westview in overtime 2-1.
The Aztecs ended up losing in the
quarterfinals to the No. 2 seed Desert
Vista 3-0 on Feb. 12 at Desert Vista
and were eliminated from the state
tournament.

Wednesday, March 20

4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Tempe Community Complex
3340 S. Rural Road, Tempe AZ 85282

An electrifying fusion of Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Math

@DowntownChandler
www.downtownchandler.org

Free Family Fun • Hands-On Activities
Live Demonstrations • Music & Entertainment

tempe.gov/geeks
Presented by:
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Your Business Advantage
We serve as the voice of business, a catalyst for economic
growth, and a champion for a strong community.

EMERGING ISSUES FORUM

SUSTAINABILITY
SUMMIT
Federal Update with 9th
District US Congressman
Greg Stanton!

Employers, Job Seekers, and HR
Professionals fom Across the East
Valley Converge!

Sustainability Summit with Keynote
Christopher Guith, VP at US Chamber
of Commerce Global Energy Institute!

Date
Friday, March 22, 2019

Date
Tuesday, March 26, 2019

Date
Friday, April 5th, 2019

Time
9:00 am - 10:30 am

Expo & Conference - FREE to Job Seekers
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Time
7:30 am - 11:00 am

Place
Rio Salado College Conference Center
2323 W. 14th St, Tempe AZ

VIP Reception
4:30 pm – 6:30 pm

Place
Hilton Garden Inn Phoenix/Tempe
7290 South Price Road, Tempe AZ

Tickets
Members - $55 / General Admission - $65

VIP Reception Tickets
Members - $10 / General Admission - $20
Place
The Falls Event Center
4635 E Baseline Rd, Gilbert AZ

Tickets
Members - $30 / General Admission - $40
Emerging Issues Sponsored by:

Students:

Businesses:

Get paid to learn valuable career skills!

Host a student intern & shape the future!

tempe.gov/CareerReadyTempe

tempe.gov/CareerReadyTempe

Visit www.tempechamber.org or call 480-967-7891 to find out more or to register for all our upcoming events.
/tempecc

@tempechamber

/tempechamber

/tempechamber

Tempe Chamber
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Celebrate
your
neighbors!

C

ome out and celebrate
individual and
neighborhood can-do
spirit and empowerment
at the 2019 State of the
Neighborhoods Awards and
Workshops from 8:30 a.m. to
noon on Saturday, April 13, at

the Tempe History Museum,
809 E. Southern Ave.
The morning will begin
with a light breakfast
followed by Mayor Mark
Mitchell offering the annual
State of the Neighborhoods
address featuring the
theme of empowerment
and sharing highlights from
25 years of the Maryanne
Corder Neighborhood Grant
Program.
The Mayor and City
Council will then present

What's happening
around Tempe . . .

Applications for
Tempe PRE now open
Tempe PRE is recruiting students ages
3 and 4 for its fall 2019 preschool classes.
As it heads into its third year, the
program is now tuition-based with three
different types of spots available: free;
half-tuition; and full-tuition.
The quality educational experience is
the same regardless of level of payment.
Income-qualified Tempe families can
apply for financial assistance to help
cover tuition.
All students must be potty-trained
and be at least 3 years old by July 31

awards for Neighbor of the
Year, Property Beautification,
Alley Upkeep, Sustainability,

Historic Preservation and –
new this year – the Arts and
Culture category recognizing
individuals and organizations
making significant
contributions through visual
arts, performing arts or
cultural events and activities
in Tempe.
Arts award nominations
are due by March 10 and
forms are at tempe.gov/arts;
other categories were due in
February.
Then select from our

to be eligible. Tempe PRE is held in
classrooms located in 13 local elementary
schools around the city.
For program details and to apply, visit
tempe.gov/TempePRE.
For questions, contact program staff
at pre-k@tempe.gov or 480-858-7735.

onsite services will be there, along with
a symposium on the state of human
services in Tempe.
Food, music and giveaways will make
this free event fun for all.
For more information, visit
www.TempeHumanServicesDay.org.

Join Jen for 85282
is Saturday, March 23

What’s after high
school? College
Connect has answers

Councilmember Jennifer Adams is
hosting a rotating, casual conversation
series in zip codes throughout Tempe.
The next event highlights topics of
interest for residents in 85282, but any
Tempe community members are welcome
to attend as well.
The event is happening from 1-2 p.m.
on Saturday, March 23, at Friendship
Village, 2645 E. Southern Ave.
For more information about Adams’
service, visit tempe.gov/adams.

Learn about human
services in Tempe
Tempe Human Services Day is 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 6, at
the Tempe Community Complex, 3500
S. Rural Road. Resource booths and

Tempe’s College Connect program
connects students and parents to the
resources they need to fulfill their dreams
of a post-secondary education.
Participants can attend free
workshops and get one-on-one mentoring from college experts.
Topics include applying for college,
paying for college, available scholarships,
career choice, picking the right high
school classes, and many more.
The next workshop is at the Tempe
Public Library on Saturday, April 13.
One-on-one sessions with a college
mentor can be scheduled now through
the rest of the year.
For a full calendar of events or to
schedule a one-on-one, visit www.
CollegeConnectTempe.org.

community building
workshops to help you
connect with other residents
and broaden your knowledge
on specific topics.
You’ll want to register
for the workshop of your
choice at tempe.gov/
StateoftheNeighborhoodsor
by email at neighborhoods@
tempe.gov.
Event sponsors include
Salt River Project, Cartel
Coffee, Donut Parlor and
Whole Foods Market.

Tempe Mayor’s
Disability Awards

E

ach year, Tempe
honors the
achievements of
exceptional people with
disabilities, employers who
have demonstrated strong
commitments to employing
people with disabilities and
others who work toward
equity, inclusion and the
best quality of life for all
people in Tempe.
The 31st Tempe Mayor’s
Disability Awards takes
place at 3:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 26, at
Tempe Center for the Arts,
700 W. Rio Salado Parkway.
Awards are given in
nine categories, including
outstanding students,
educators, architects,
businesses and more.
The awards are free to
attend, but space is limited.
Email Megan_
Hutchison@Tempe.gov to
reserve your seats or call
480-350-2905 for details.
Visit tempe.gov/
DisabilityAwards
for accommodation
information.
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Complete Lawn Service
& Weed Control
Starting @ $60/Month!
• One Month Free Service
• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.
• Call or Text for a Free Quote

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

Neighborhood Services
By neighborhood businesses you know
Your Honey-Do
Pet Doors
HANDYMAN
PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!

FREE INSTALLATION *SOME EXCEPTIONS
CUSTOM
DASHCOVERS

REDUCE GLARE,
PROTECT FROM
FADING & CRACKING
FACTORY
OUTLET STORE
615 W Knox Rd. Tempe ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5
DA S H D E S I G N S .C O M

Dave’s Handyman
Service

Electrical
Plumbing
Doors & Windows
Drywall
Painting
Home Remodeling
Free Estimates

Sound Advice

Lic #169409ROC

CPA
Accounting & Tax
Services

K.R. Kinsey — CPA
Business & Personal
480-203-9933
or email ken@des.company

JM LANDSCAPING PROS
Complete Landscaping Services

Commercial & Residential
Landscaping Construction
& Renovations.
Concrete Work,
Pavers & Mansonry.
Complete Tree Work Services

602.577.8295
ROC 322092
Southwest Door
Refinishing
480-947-3878
Doors/Garage Doors
Furniture/Cabinet
Refinishing
Yard/RV Gates-New Slats
Saveyourdoors.com
Not a licensed contractor

RON MINER

480-233-1834
480-736-1599

Not a licensed contractor

BASIC TAX LLC

602-295-3991

“Ask us if we can do it.”

GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
ELECTRICAL
FAN INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING
CARPENTRY
HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair

480-694-1158

*Weekly Service *Equipment Repair/
Replacement *GREEN Pool Clean-Ups
Call today for free water quality assessment
10% off all drains

No worries, just jump in!
Insured Certified Pool Operator

This space is

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

D

Paint, Drywall &
Wall Covering
Commercial & Residential

Whether it’s your
home or your office,
you name it,
we’ll paint it.

480-326-0851

• Professional installation by a Licensed
Contractor through any wall or door.
• Includes: security lock, 2 insulating flaps
and all weather carpet.
• Attractive and functional design at an
affordable price.
• Add your pet’s name or custom colors.

Confused by the new tax laws
or not interested in preparing
your own taxes?
Don’t want to pay exorbitant fees?
For Professional Tax Preparation
call:

480.980.7112

or email
halhansen50@gmail.com

Garage Door
SERVICE

• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured
not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

englishbuilding.net
480.603.8813
ROC189470

HEALTH
WELLNESS • LIFE
B Fit by Bryann
Inside Crowne Fitness
at NEC Rural & Warner

480-241-7234
Boot Camps • Small Group
One-On-One Training

FREE
30 minute assessment
when you mention this ad

TILE/STONE
Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the valley since 1974
• Lic # ROC137050
• Bonded and Insured
• Tile and stone installations
including ﬂoors, showers,
patio’s, backsplashes
and more.
• Repairs welcome.
• FREE ESTIMATES
• Call Bob Lukert
480-510-4650
Discounts to Wrangler readers

Tree and Yard Clean Up

This space is

We specialize in all complete
yard clean-ups, trimming,
pruning, weeding, raking,
removing and
replacing anything

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165
Issues BLACK & WHITE $140

Always affordable
CALL TODAY!

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Not Enough Time in the Day? Call

J.A.K. CONSTRUCTION
INC.
J.A.K.
Construction Inc.

Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

House Cleaning
Quality Professional Cleaning
Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly

(480) 833-1027
References Available
20 Years Experience
Bonded & Insured

Jennifer Beebe

It’s a Clear Choice!

480-962-4688

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
Vinyl Siding
• Overhang
trim/eaves

• Replacement
Windows
• AZ Rooms
Kyrene Corridor
Residents

Locally Owned
and Operated

480-820-8711

jakconstructioninc.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

Announcements appearing in our
Neighborhood Services section
are placed by local business
owners who want to be a reliable
go-to source that you can trust
now and in the future. Ads in this
section appear in 6 consecutive
issues at a cost of $150, plus tax,
which includes an accompanying
classified ad at no additional
charge.
Call 480-966-0837 for details. Note that ads
appearing on this page expire with the date shown
on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to
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Wrangler Classifieds • 30 words/2 issues/$20
Place your ad at wranglernews.com or call 480-966-0837
Wanted to buy
Wanted by Collector: Collector wants to buy OLDER model 22 Rimfire
rifles and handguns. Consider others. Will pay reasonable prices. I Do Not
Sell Guns. Call Lee 602-448-6487 with what you have. 6/19

Legal
Permanent Guardianship: I, Tanya M. Bailey, am filing a public notice
about a permanent guardianship for Mary Jane Olivia Bailey. The hearing
will be on 03/07/2019 at 8:30 am at the Superior Court of Arizona, 3131
W. Durango, Phoenix, 85009
Help Wanted
QC Trainee - Reliable, detail oriented, observant, computer experience,
like working with small delicate items. Pay DOE $15to$16.50/Hr. Email:
accounting@advotech.com or fill out application, 632 W. 24th Street,
Tempe 85282
5/19
Flowers By Impulse, LLC: P/T office work. 3-4 hours per day: M-F.
Tempe. Some bookkeeping/Knowledge of Excel & Quick books
preferred. Pay is DOE. Ask for Gary. Call 480-968-4546 or email gary.
flowersbyimpulse@gmail.com. 3/19
Great Harvest Bread Co. is looking for both customer service and
baking team members. Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in and fill
out an application, 1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe

Services
Air Conditioning — Is your AC Blowing HOT?? AC Repair, Maintenance,
and Installation. Honest, Affordable. I live nearby and can usually respond
within the same day!! ROC#319949 Licensed Master Technician - Call
Jason 602-989-0772 8/19
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical,
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger
480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic.
Bond. Ins. 2/19
Carpet Cleaning – 3 ROOMS ONLY $79.99 CARPET CLEANING BONDED
& INSURED
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work,
slabs, footings , pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping.
Tempe based since 1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, bonded and Ins.
CPA— K.R. Kinsey, CPA, business and personal, 480-203-9933 or email
ken@des.company 5/19
Southwest Door Refinishing - 480-947-3878 Door refinishing,
repainting, new doors installed/cabinets refinished & repainted/ Garage
doors refinishing & repainting/Yard/RV Gates-remove old slats, sand
& paint, apply new maintenance-free composite slats. Experienced,
reliable, quality workmanship & materials; text pictures for free estimates;
saveyourdoors.com Not a licensed contractor.
Drywall — Vic’s Drywall Repair and Retexturing, Repair holes in drywall
and block walls, Paint doors, pool fences, Epoxy coat garages, remove
wallpaper, Stain and seal wood doors and other handyman services. Call
for a free estimate, 480-820-5797 pt 480-710-0034. 1/19

Wrangler News is distributed every other
Saturday throughout the year to 20,000
homes & rack locations in Tempe & Chandler
TEMPE & WEST CHANDLER

WRANGLER

NEWS
THE PLACE WE CALL HOME

‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’
		

— Phoenix magazine

Editor: Joyce Coronel
Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC
Don Kirkland, Founder & Publisher

Full Residential Real Estate Services — Reliance First Realty,
specializing in new homes, short sales, relocation, out-of-state buyers/
sellers, first-time home buyers, and renovation-financed purchases
and sales. Contact Roseline Cristanelli, Owner/Broker, 480-945-4657,
roseline@reliancefirstrealty.com. 5/19
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced. Prompt
professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for evenings
and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610. 2/19
Handyman — ABLE Handyman Service - FREE ESTIMATES!! We are
Smart, Honest, Reliable and Professional. Excellent communication skills
and hard working. Experienced in the following: Basic Electrical, Flooring,
Drywall, Household Repairs, Plumbing, Painting, Water Heaters, Network
Cabling and Fiberoptics. Please give us a call today for all your Handyman
Needs! Help support the small businessman. Jim 480-593-0506. 03/19
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do
it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20
years’experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free
Estimates. 10/19
Handyman — Dave’s Handyman Service. 602-295-3991. “Ask us if we
can do it.” Electrical, plumbing, doors & windows, drywall, painting, home
remodeling. Lic. #169409ROC. 2/19
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance.
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans,
fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable.
25 years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call
Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599.
Handyman—Reed’s Handyman Service—20 year South Tempe resident
can hel with variety of small home repairs: plumbing, electrical, flooring
and much more. Not a licensed contractor. Call Lance for estimate 480329-0611 1/20
Health, Wellness and Life Coaching — B Fit by Bryann; boot camps,
small group, one-on-one training; FREE 30-minute assessment; NEC of
Rural and Warner; call 480-241-7234 3/19
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING – Not enough time
in a day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super dependable.
Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. References avail.
20 years experience Bonded – AG0601, insured-46871. It’s a CLEAR
choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027.
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving the Valley
for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and Reliability. All
Supplies Furnished. Excellent references.
House Cleaning — Need help cleaning? Don’t have time, or don’t
want to spend your days off cleaning? I’m here to help. Trustworthy,
reliable, honest, friendly, dedicated with references upon request!
Personaltouchcleaning.info 480-331-5234
Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 5/19
Landscaping –Landscaping, sprinkler services, weed prevention. Regular
maintenance, one time clean ups, new installs. Accepting new customers.
Call 480-710-8738 2/19
Landscaping — JM Landscaping commercial and residential; landscaping
construction & renovations; concrete work, pavers and masonry;
complete tree work services; call 602-577-8295 3/19

Photography: Billy Hardiman, Alex J. Walker
Community Outreach: Noah Kutz
Contributors: Alex Zener, M.V. Moorhead,
Diana Nelson, Noah Kutz, Sammie Ann Wicks,
Nicholas Johnsen
Offices: Warner Century Plaza, 2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 102
(Warner Road at Price/101 Fwy) Tempe, AZ 85284-3497

(480) 966-0845
• Advertising: Option 1 • News: Option 2 • Other calls: Option 3
Visit WranglerNews.com for our PageFlip eEdition & other services
We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to call with
article suggestions.We accept manuscripts and photographs from area
residents about topics of interest to our community.
Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.”

Landscaping—Unlimited landscaping – Total yard cleanup, trimming,
pruning, cut and removal of trees, plants and shrubs. Weed removal and
hauling. We can remove or replace anything. 480-201-8966 9/18
Landscaping–– Yard cleanup and maintenance, trees and bushes
trimmed, lawn service, weed control, debris removal. Weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly or one time clean-up. Free estimates. 20 years’ experience, Call
Rob 602-431-1305. 10/19
Mobile Massage: Mobile Massage Team (licensed, insured) Available for
: Corp. Events, Holiday Parties, Employee Appreciation, In home parties,
sporting events, couples massage. Call for pricing and availability.
Rose C. 480-440-3737 3/19
Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair
with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL (480) 814-1588. 4/19
Piano Lessons — Experienced Certified Teacher. $25/half hour. Call or
text 480-529-4505. 4/19
Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service, GREEN pool
Clean-ups , the only company where the owner has a degree in hydrology!
Insured, Certified Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair,
480-694-1158. 2/19
Realty—Reliance First Realty, specializing in new homes, short sales,
relocation, out-of-state buyers/sellers, first-time home buyers, and
renovation-financed purchases and sales. Contact Roseline Cristanelli,
Owner/Broker, 480-945-4657, roseline@reliancefirstrealty.com.
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of
construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ
rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love
small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC
#112275.
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor,
Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at
www.englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC
189470 Call today for a free estimate 480-603-8813. 2/19
Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Repair- Aqua Masters Specializing
In: *System Check-Ups *Valves, Heads, Timers *Leak Detection
*Wire Locating and Troubleshooting *Brown Spots & Low Pressure
Problems. 30+Years Experience. Quality Service. 480-478-0073 www.
AquamastersAz.com
Therapeutic Massage: Specializing in pain Management massage. My
studio is in my home, so currently only accepting female clients. Near
Warner and McClintock . Email me for rates. Rose Courtney
rosetxaz@gmail.com 3/19
Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and insured.
Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler readers. Free
estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650. 5/19
Window Cleaning— Call Fish Window Cleaning to make your windows
sparkle. Windows interior and exterior. Screens, sun screens, tracks, sills,
light fixtures, chandeliers, mirrors and ceiling fans. Call 480-962-4688.
BBB accredited, fully insured. 2/19
Window Cleaning— 1-story $145 / 2-story $165 inside & out up to 30
panes (add’l panes $3 ea) screen cleaning $3.00 per pane Power Washing
/ Sun Screens / Re-Screening (480) 201-6471

Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the
writer and not necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC.
Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an endorsement of
the described products or services. We reserve the right to
reject advertising or other content that we feel does not meet
the needs or interests of our readership.
To place a vacation stop and for other delivery requests, send
email to editor@wranglernews.com or call (480) 966-0845,
Option 3. Full, downloadable copies of recent issues, along with a
searchable database of past articles and a complete Media Kit with
rates & information, are available at www.WranglerNews.com.
Wrangler News is printed by Tempe-based Signature Offset on partially
recycled newsprint with ink made from 98 percent soy content
Copyright © 2019
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BRIEFLY . . .

“Exceptional Quality at an Affordable Price”
JIM BURT
5865 W Ray Road, Ste 2
Chandler, Arizona 85226
Office: 602-825-2580
Cell: 480-797-1342
Website: RedRockCabinets.com
Email: Jim@RedRockCabinets.com
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Order Yours Today at DQCakes.com
$3 off Any Round

Ice Cream Cake
Blizzard or Orange Julius
Buy One get the 2nd at 99¢

SE Corner Southern
/ McClintock
480.426.0010
NW Corner
Elliot/Rural
480.831.7274

Kyrene Foundation awards winners

Arizona Community Church will host a fine
arts concert featuring pianist Sam Rotman at 6
p.m. Sunday, March 17.
Rotman received his Bachelor and Master of
Music degrees from the Juilliard School in New
York City.
While a student, he was the recipient of nine
awards in the form of grants, scholarships and
prizes. He also has been among the winners in
five piano competitions, both in the United States
and Europe, the most prestigious of which was
his recognition as Laureate Winner in the fourth
International Beethoven Competition in Vienna,
Austria.
He has performed concerts in over 60
countries.
There is no charge for admission. A voluntary
offering will be taken at the end of the concert.

Seems Waggoner Elementary is home to more
than just students, musicians and athletes—a
future in sales could be on the horizon.
The Tempe school was recently recognized as
top seller at the Kyrene Foundation’s Opportunity
Drawing Fundraiser. Honors for individual top
ticket sales, however, went to Sandy Theobold,
school secretary at Chandler’s Kyrene Traditional
Academy.
The winning tickets were drawn at Kyrene
de las Manitas Elementary with special
entertainment from the Manitas steel drum
ensemble.
The grand prize—tickets for four to a
California amusement park—went to Stacy
Randolph. Randolph plans to take her son,
Anthony, a third grader at Monte Vista, to
Disneyland. Second prize, brunch for four at the
Phoenician Resort, went to Michael Blandford.
The prize was awarded by Manitas alumna and
Phoenician representative Paige Knuth. Third
prize—tickets for four to a Diamondbacks game—
went to Martin and Kristen Albero.
Information: kyrenefoundation.org

Piano Lessons
20 years experience
2 recitals
per year
Call Sandra

480-406-0138

Not valid with other offers.
Equal or lesser value.
Valid at these locations only.

Be a legend.
Insure your life.

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ 85284
Bus: 480-775-7788
mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

Church hosts March 17 fine arts concert

With the right life insurance,
you can leave a legacy for
your family. I’m here to help.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Early literacy vols now being recruited
The AARP Foundation Experience Corps
is looking for volunteers for its early literacy
program for students in the Tempe Elementary
district. Upcoming information sessions will be
held March 19, April 17 and May 14. Sessions
are scheduled 9:30-10:30 a.m. in library
program room B of the Tempe Public Library,
3500 S. Rural Road. Information: tempe.gov/
experiencecorps

UMBERTO L MENDIA
KITCHEN CABINET REFINISHING

AGENT/BROKER

MENDIA INSURANCE
PO BOX 7788
CHANDLER, AZ 85246
(480) 831-7363
UMENDIA@YAHOO.COM

1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe

SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

480.839.2623

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL
1708145

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills,
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen
Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying,
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,
Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!
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Final Word
Wide search for equity
consultants now complete;
Kyrene board, staff focus
on ensuring inclusion in all
facets of educational process
Editor's note: The following statement from Erin
Helm, the Kyrene school district's communications
director, relates to actions taken recently by the
district board and Superintendent Dr. Jan Vesely in
response to concerns expressed by parents last year
over racial equity in Kyrene schools.

A

s part of Kyrene School District’s commitment
to ensure equity among all students, the
district has announced the selection of Corwin
Consulting to perform professional development and
training on equity and diversity.
Three other vendors, KOI Education, Kamm
Solutions and Human Services Development
Collaborative, were also identified as potential
providers of supplemental services.

The announcement comes at the end of a
competitive process that reviewed responses to a
request for proposal issued by the district last fall.
The scope of work of the RFP included a call
for services related to professional development
on equity; support for the creation of practices to
eliminate barriers to inclusion; increased awareness
of equity issues; capacity building of knowledge and
skills among district staff on restorative discipline;
mediation; and conflict resolution.
“In Kyrene, we believe equity and inclusion are
the work of all staff, not just one individual,” said
Superintendent Dr. Jan Vesely.
“The only way to truly close achievement,
opportunity and discipline gaps in our schools is
with systemic solutions. We must create a culture of
equity throughout the district.”
In a presentation to the Governing Board, Vesely
said:
“Services procured through the award of the RFP
will allow Kyrene to address key elements of our
Strategic Plan 2022 by increasing the knowledge
and skills of our staff and leadership pertaining to
diversity, equity, inclusion and restorative practices.”
The RFP also called for the development of
methods to monitor and evaluate the district’s
responsiveness to equity and inclusion in several
areas, including hiring practices, culturally
responsive curriculum and ongoing staff training.
The committee that reviewed responses to
the RFP included a combination of district staff,
principals, assistant principals and community
members.

One of the community members on the review
committee was Jennifer Underwood, the parent of
two children who have attended Kyrene schools.
Underwood said she was excited about the hiring of a
consultant on equity.
“Even though I started the process with great
skepticism, I was pleasantly surprised with the
ongoing level of feedback,” said Underwood.
“I think the community will be pleased. First
steps will be to engage in a deep equity study, and I
feel that we selected a highly qualified vendor who
will go deep into the culture of Kyrene.
“From there we can develop a comprehensive and
sustainable plan for the district.”
The topic of equity and inclusion is one that
school districts across the country are addressing, as
achievement gaps have been identified by both high
and low poverty districts, according to Vesely.
In a 2018 report issued by Public Impact, “Closing
Achievement Gaps in Diverse and Low Poverty
Schools,” showed that decades of effort among lowpoverty and diverse schools to close gaps among
students have failed to achieve sufficient results.
The report cited multi-dimensional causes of
achievement gaps that require a systematic approach
to addressing equity.
“We are hopeful that by embedding the lens
of equity and inclusion in every one of Kyrene’s
functions—teaching, learning, hiring, community
engagement—we can begin to close the gaps in
achievement, opportunity and discipline, to ensure
equity for all,” said Vesely.

Ky ren e Co rrido r M a r ket Sn a psh ot
Subdivision

Address

Square Feet Beds/Baths

Alta Mira

9308 S. Taylor Dr, Tempe, 85284

2,475

4 / 2.5

$455,000

Harmon Ranch

5111 W. Laredo St, Chandler, 85226

3,076

5/3

$487,990

The Lakes

1325 E. Steamboat Bend, Tempe, 85283

2,610

3 / 2.5

$533,500

Twelve Oaks

4709 W. Whitten St, Chandler, 85226

1,821

4/2

$332,000

Warner Estates

8622 S. Willow Dr, Tempe, 85284

3,299

4 / 2.5

$810,000

Westchester Estates

949 E. Libra Dr, Tempe, 85283

4,271

5 / 3.5

$550,000

The market is always changing.
Call us today for up-to-date information on YOUR home’s value.

KyreneCorridorHomes.com

602-803-6425

Sold Price

Knowledgeable.
Trustworthy.
Professional.
Experienced.
Work with a Top Producer
for Realty Executives
who is a community expert.
Nick has over 25 years
experience and a
HUGE online presence
to get your home
sold fast!
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$
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•
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•

FAMILY FUN FOR LESS!
VIDEO GAME ARCADE
NEW THEATER SEATING
$
2.50 TUESDAYS!

VOTED #1

BEST BUDGET MOVIE THEATER

ABC “THE LIST” - “COOLEST MOVIE THEATERS ACROSS AMERICA”

POLLACK
CINEMAS

“Join me for all the fun!”

Michael Pooack

480-345-6461
POLLACKTEMPECINEMAS.COM

1825 EAST ELLIOT ROAD TEMPE, AZ 85284 (SOUTHEAST CORNER OF ELLIOT & M C CLINTOCK)

