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Getting into the swing
It’s that time of year again, and
little putters are already lining up at
Tempe’s Ken McDonald golf course for
classes that begin in mid-February.
Ages 6-17 are welcome. Jillian
McDonald, left, took a practice swing
while Lily & Tiffany Phan looked on.
Details: Junior Golf Director
Mike Bochenek, 480-350-5248.
Wrangler News photo by Billy Hardiman
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Music with a message

Country up-and-comer Laura Walsh to play Tempe History Museum
By Chase Kamp
ountry superstar Toby Keith sang
about “a little less talk and a lot
more action.” Country comedy
favorite Larry the Cable Guy implores all
to “Get ‘er done.”
Not one to just talk, Valley singer
Laura Walsh has been bolstering her
musical message of female empowerment
by stepping in and aiding vulnerable and
abused women and girls.
Walsh, a versatile 22-year-old
country songwriter from Maricopa,
writes boot-kicker anthems and
vulnerable ballads about working to
maintain confidence and strength
through life’s trials. She has also worked
to combat domestic violence and sex
trafficking through her church and
numerous benefit shows.
“There need to be more artists out
there to inspire girls to be confident and
strong,” Walsh said, “to make them feel
comfortable with themselves.”
On Jan. 24, Walsh will be
performing a free show at the Tempe
History Museum, where she will play
cuts from Take Your Time, an album of searing popcountry she recorded in 2012 with top-notch studio

musicians in Nashville.
Walsh was chosen by
the museum from a pool
of runners-up in shockrock legend and Phoenix
native Alice Cooper’s
annual Proof is in the
Pudding talent event. She
has previously opened
for country star Miranda
Lambert and performed for
nearly 50,000 attendees at
Tempe Town Lake’s 2013
Fourth of July Fireworks
Festival.
Exhibit coordinator
Dan Miller said the
museum’s performance
series aims to have local
musicians explore the nuts
and bolts of songwriting.
Not only will Walsh talk
about the inspiration and
process behind her songs,
he said, but the show
will wrap up with her
fielding questions from the

C

audience.
“It’s a real musical conversation,” he said.
While most songwriters grab their guitars after

going through an epiphany or life hardship, Walsh
said she actually tends to write songs in anticipation
of major events. “I’ll write a song before I go through
something,” she said. “I almost write prophetically
for myself.”
However, some songs evolve with time.
Walsh initially wrote power ballad “He Thinks I’m
Beautiful” about a supportive boyfriend, but after the
breakup, she realized it actually reflected her faith. “I
was playing it and thought, ‘That’s what [God] thinks
of me,’” she said.
Walsh said her drive to support victims of
abuse started in high school when her church pastor
led a discussion about sex trafficking and forced
prostitution. “It’s not just women that are being
kidnapped and abused; it’s children too,” Walsh said.
“I couldn’t sit in my skin, I was so upset about it.”
Since then, she has performed at charity events
and fundraisers. Last year she collected hundreds
of donated bras for Project Rose, a non-profit group
that offers support and resources for victims of
domestic violence and sex trafficking.
Through music—and with action—Walsh hopes
to provide women with an example of empowerment
and self-assurance.
“Real beauty shines from the inside out and isn’t
a mask people put on themselves,” she said.
For more information on Walsh’s performance
and upcoming events at Tempe History Museum,
visit Tempe.gov/Museum.
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Mr. Smith goes to Washington
Passion for government launches
Corona on a quest for best in U.S.
By Chelsea Martin

I

t’s official. Corona del Sol High
School’s Competition Government
team, under the guidance of
teacher Tim Smith, earned bragging
rights at the “We the People” Arizona
state tournament on Jan. 6.
The team will represent Arizona
in the 27th annual We the People
National Finals April 26-28 on the
campus of George Mason University in
Fairfax, Va.
This year’s state win—Corona’s
14th—has special significance for
Smith: he’s due to retire at the end of
this school year.
Of his tenure with the program,
Smith says he’s grateful for the
experience. “It’s been a really fun time
doing it,” Smith said. “I couldn’t think
of a better way to end my last year
teaching.”
“We the People” comprises a
student competition on the U.S.
Constitution and Bill of Rights that
originated in 1987 to commemorate the
Bicentennial of the Constitution. The
event’s format resembles a simulated
Congressional Hearing in which
student panels formulate a four-minute
prepared opening statement followed
by a six-minute series of questions by a
panel of judges.
The students are evaluated
on their understanding of the
Constitution, use of historical examples
and application of current events
to the topic being discussed. The
National Finals will provide a new
set of sophisticated questions for the
students.
Corona has a long tradition of
quality teams that Smith says he is
proud to have coached.
During Smith’s 20 years with the
program, the CdS team has had five
top 10 finishes at the National Finals,
with a sixth-place finish at the finals in
2013. This year’s team is composed of
30 students and four coaches.
Student competitors include
Evan Anderson, Rohit Badia, Natalia
Baker, Patric Cao, Halie Carpenter,

Andy Chang, Elizabeth Cheney, Rajeev
Chhetri, Lilian Engel, Sean Ewen and
Sarah Galvin.
Others are Gabrielle Geene,
Kevin Grout, Amy Hong, Ben Imadali,
Kyler Johnson, Hannah Kimball,
Musashi Lowe, Bryce Manning, Manny
Martinez, Nick Martinez, Laraib
Mughal, Kanin Pruter, Nicki Redmond,
Megan Rowland, Shimoli Shah, Vatsal
Shah, Edward Shin, Julie Song and
Brynn Wheeler.
The coaches are Smith, Justine
Centanni, Lisa Adams and Ali Rund.
Students study six units in the
We the People textbook that address
the challenges that face a democratic
republic today.
Teams are formed on each of
the units and students prepare their
statements for the simulated hearing.
They spend months leading up to the
competition seeking knowledge and
fine-tuning their statements with the
help of their coaches and the group’s
active alumni.
Corona’s team will start preparing
their statements for nationals starting
at the end of February.
Smith is confident in his team.
“This is a very talented bunch.
They are a quick study and work
extremely well in a group,” Smith said.
The program goes far beyond the
classroom for each and every one of the
students.
“These students study government
so thoroughly that they get excited
and passionate about what’s really
happening in our government today,”
Smith said. “Their goal is to make it to
finals, because if your team makes the
cut, you actually get to experience the
rest of the competition in the hearing
rooms on Capitol Hill.”
The team is in the process of
raising money and collecting donations
for their estimated $65,000 trip to D.C.
Singles interested in a tax credit
can contribute $200; for couples it’s
$400. All contributions must be made
in the CdS bookstore, made out to
Corona del Sol Youth in Government.
Information: 480-752-8888.
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Jan. 30 parent forum
will examine topical
Kyrene school issues
Arizona College and Career Ready
Standards—what are they? What’s the
latest on teen drug usage?
A parent forum sponsored by the
Kyrene School District will answer
these and other topical questions being
asked by parents.
The program will be held
Thursday, Jan. 30, at Akimel A-al
Middle School, 2720 E. Liberty Lane
in Ahwatukee Foothills. Topics include

teen drug trends, empowerment
against bullying, navigating the 5th to
6th grade transition, how to select a
Kyrene school that’s best for a parent’s
3- to 6-year-old child.
The program starts at 4:45 p.m.
with check in and registration, coupled
with dinner and a vendor fair. Kyrene
Superintendent Dr. David Schauer will
extend a welcome at 6, followed at 6:15
by session one of the class offerings
and at 7:20 by session two.
Admission, at $5, includes dinner,
childcare and two parent information
sessions. Information: www.kyrene.
org/parentsummit.
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Funding initiative designed to provide
start-up dollars for aspiring artists
Art Tank, a new funding initiative
developed by the Arizona Commission on
the Arts to make strategic investments in
Arizona’s most promising and daring arts
ventures, is coming to the east Valley on
Wednesday, Jan. 29.
Applicants who hope to qualify for
financial grants will be given six minutes
each to pitch an arts-based venture to an
expert panel and a live audience. At the
end of the meeting, panelists will award
the four top-scoring applicants with seed
funding ranging from $5,000 to $10,000.
“Arts funding is not as easy to come
by as it used to be,” said Arts Commission
Executive Director Robert Booker.
“As arts-funding models have shifted,
and new modes of production, distribution
and sale have emerged, artists and arts
organizations have increasingly adopted the
methods of the entrepreneur.
“We felt it was a good time to reflect
that shift and try something a little
different.”
In the world of entrepreneurship
and venture capital, public “fast-pitch”
competitions are nothing new. The
fast-pitch event is, however, a dramatic
departure from the standard model
for awarding grants to artists and arts

organizations.
In a traditional grant process,
applicants are represented only by their
written applications and relevant work
samples. Though review panel meetings are
often open to the public, they are generally
formal, daytime affairs that attract little
audience.
Arizona Art Tank allows artists and
arts organizations a rare opportunity to
pitch their proposals directly to the review
panel and invites the public to witness and
actively participate in the process. At each
event, the audience will award, by popular
vote, a separate $500 grant to their favorite
venture.
“We hope that those who attend Art
Tank events will leave feeling more invested
in and excited about their local arts scene,”
said Booker.
“Artists and arts organizations
make significant contributions to their
communities, culturally, socially and
economically. An investment in the arts is
an investment in the community.”
Arizona Art Tank will is free and open
to the public. It will be staged at Chandler
Center for the Arts starting at 7 p.m.
Information: www.azarts.gov/
azarttank or 602-771-6536.
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Walt Richardson: Latest Hall of Fame inductee has become an icon of local musical history.

— Wrangler News photo by Billy Hardiman

Convergence of milestones again puts popular musician in limelight
By Georgia Swing
inger-songwriter Walt Richardson looks back at
35 years of entertaining Tempe audiences and
says he feels like he’s just beginning.
For his iconic role in more than three decades
of the Mill Avenue music scene, for mentoring new
generations of musicians, and for the promise of
much music still to come, Richardson was inducted
Jan. 18 into the Arizona Music and Entertainment
Hall of Fame.
He joins Alice Cooper, Stevie Nicks, Wayne
Newton, Steven Spielberg, Tanya Tucker and Glen
Campbell – among others – in being recognized
for having “a significant impact on the evolution
and development of the musical and entertainment
culture in the state of Arizona.”
“It seems like everyone knows Walt
Richardson,” said Don Fassinger, manager of the
Tempe Center for the Arts.
“He’s been such an important part of the growth
of the musical history of Tempe.”

S

“If you walk around the same corner for 30
years, people say, ‘Hey, there he is. That guy must
be an icon. Or a fixture,’” Richardson said with a
chuckle last week during an interview with Chris
Latella of Channel 12 News on the mezzanine of
Tempe Center for the Arts.
Perched on a stool with Tempe Town Lake in the
background, he obliged Latella by singing his classic
“Mill Avenue” and accompanying himself on rhythm
guitar for the camera.
I’m not the only one out here paying dues.
They watch reconstruction from a cafe on the
move.
I’m still surviving changes down on Mill
Avenue.
With the TV camera turned off and packed up,
Richardson tucked his dreadlocks beneath a brown,
orange and green knit cap.
“They’re extremely long; they’re down to my
ankles,” he said of the coils of hair that signal the
strong influence of reggae on his folk-rock music.

“It’s just a way of keeping it out of the way.”
Moving to a small sofa nearby, he began his
second, 45-minute interview with a newspaper
reporter.
Richardson said he was drawn to reggae
the first time he heard its distinctive lump-thub
rhythm. “So when you are playing the beat, you’re
almost following the same kind of rhythm when
you’re hearing the whole heartbeat,” he said—“even
complete with a little rest in there.”
Anniversaries and milestones — A
convergence of milestones has placed the spotlight
more prominently than usual on Richardson who,
in addition to his Hall of Fame induction and soldout reunion concert the day of his induction with
longtime band Morning Star, turned 60 three days
later.
On Feb. 12, Tempe Center for the Arts will
— ICON, Page 9
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Father honored as hero — Though he
answered questions about himself with patience and
frequent pauses for thought, Richardson was most
enthusiastic when talking about his father, Walter
Richardson Sr., also a musician and recipient of the
Congressional Gold Medal for his role with the famed
Tuskegee Airmen of World War II.

cCli

celebrate the fifth anniversary of the popular
Richardson-hosted Walk-in Wednesdays Open
Mic Night, which has spun off into a more highly
produced set of round-robin concerts by small groups
of well-known local musicians and a twice-yearly
Songwriters’ Showcase aired on PBS.
The night of the Walk-in Wednesdays
anniversary is also expected, by chance, to include
the 3,000th performance of the open mic series.
The musician who lucks into that slot will receive an
array of prizes, including a trophy, a gift basket and
free music lessons.
Fassinger conceived Walk-in Wednesdays as
a way to bring a greater cross-section of the local
population into the Center for the Arts.
“The goal was to activate the lounge,” the arts
center manager said. “We have been able to build a
community of tremendously supportive and attentive
singer-songwriters and fans of singer-songwriters.”
Richardson, on board from the beginning, has
played “an integral part” in Walk-in Wednesdays’
success, Fassinger said.

S. M

From Page 8

Richardson Sr., a member of the ground crew
for the segregated Black pilots’ group at Tuskegee
Army Airfield, was among the men chosen to
integrate the U.S. Air Force in the 1940s at the
command of President Truman.
“They picked 300 officers and they picked 1,500
enlisted men that they felt were capable of going
into all-White units around the world and making it
work,” Richardson said.
“He was sent to Okinawa to an all-White unit,
and that’s where the whole legacy of the Air Force
being integrated started.”
Four years ago, Richardson’s father, now living
with his mother in Florida, received the nation’s
highest civilian honor in a dignitary-studded
ceremony.
Richardson’s experience as a military brat
stationed with his family around the world left a
permanent stamp on his global taste in music and his
philosophy about material possessions.
He said he feels great satisfaction – and feels
“free” – at having made a career-long living in music.
“I live a lifestyle that I don’t live beyond my
means,” he said. “I’ve lived in a lot of countries, so I
know what we have here that a lot of people have lost
sight of in terms of what you think you need.
“When I look at houses, to me, they’re simply
shelters,” he said. “So how big does your shelter need
to be? It’s just to keep the weather off of you, a place
where you can rest, turn around and rejuvenate.”
He has lived in simple fashion for years in
a converted garage. “It works because I’ve never
married,” he said.
“Marriage and family, all those things are
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choices and…looked like they required a lot of you,
and I wasn’t in it the same way I’m in my music.”
Searching for a voice — The oldest of eight
children, Richardson and his siblings blended their
voices as “a game,” and he bought his first guitar at
age 9 for $15 from the Spiegel catalog. Among his
musical mentors were the Beatles, Cat Stevens, Bob
Marley and Eric Clapton. He “practiced, practiced,
practiced” to capture some of the flavor, dialect and
rhythms of the music he listened to.
“Eventually you have to move away from
that and go back to yourself,” he said. “One of the
things that’s really important about any art form is
when you find yourself, or you find your voice. And
searching for your voice can be, well, actually, it’s a
lifetime journey.”
Encounters with funk and reggae introduced
him to a wide range of African music, and he’s
intrigued by mixing indigenous polyrhythms with
soca, calypso and ska.
“It’s just crazy,” he said. “You just keep mixing
them.”
He came to Arizona in 1974 to finish college,
and he graduated from Arizona State in 1977 with
a degree in speech and communications. “After I
finished college I didn’t have anything in mind as to
where to go, and I thought I’d hang out here for a
while,” he said, laughing his low, rich laugh.
“I’m still hanging out.”
In the heyday of live music up and down Mill
Avenue, he took a friend’s suggestion to try an open
mic night. The rest is Tempe music history.
— ICON, Page 10
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Hot clubs, intimate connection — Center
director Fassinger, who has watched Richardson’s
career of the years, had yet more memories of
Tempe’s musical heyday.
“At that time there were venues that had live
bands on a very regular basis,” Fassinger said. “Walt
would be playing a set at Chuy’s, and when they went
on break, he ran down the street to hear another
band.”
The small clubs didn’t always have working
air-conditioning, Richardson recalled, but what they
did have was crowds of avid music fans who enjoyed
forging an intimate connection with the music and
the artists.
Among the forces keeping Richardson in Tempe
is his love for the weather, the desert and especially
the people.
“There is an air in Tempe that’s very innovative
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and progressive because of the influence of the
university,” he said. “The university has got so many
progressive projects going on. When you’re watching
the Discovery Channel, you see the professors that
are speaking about different aspects of the universe
— they’re right down the street here.”
The Arizona Music and Entertainment Hall of
Fame nomination is “a great validation of all the
work,” Richardson said, “and it is an honor to have
my name there so that my nieces and nephews and
everybody going forward, they have more of a story
to tell in their tree of what their uncle did.”
Of being grouped with such an illustrious list of
entertainers, he said:
“Every person that’s represented in that place,
they have something specific that people enjoy. I
don’t look at myself being placed in there as ‘I’m
just as good as that person.’ I look at it that there’s
something specific that I’ve brought to the table, too,
that people have embraced.”
‘Nobody has to listen to you’ — Richardson
is regularly asked to speak to young students about

choosing a career in the arts. He passes on to them
the message that “choice is everything. Everything
that you are doing in your life is a result of choices
that you make. And being an adult means the ability
to be accountable for the choices and decisions that
you make.”
As for being a musician, he tells them:
“Just because you play an instrument, nobody
has to listen to you, and it doesn’t matter how well
you play it. … If you approach the music industry or
your talent from the aspect that you’re providing a
service for people, people make more of an emotional
connection to you.”
He compares this point in his career to having
a white belt in karate because a friend in martial arts
told him:
“Always being able to begin is the way.”
Richardson views his age the same way. “I call
it laps around the sun. I’ve done 60 laps around the
sun. (I’m) still in the running. Performance is like a
sport,” he said. “You play it because you love playing
it, and I love to perform. So I have to perform.”
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Diversions . . .
With M.V. Moorhead

In case you decide to take a pass on Superbowl

Harvard-Yale match a ‘60s
metaphor to 2014 politics

S

o now we know—if
we care—that the
Seattle Seahawks
and the Denver Broncos
will face each other in
the Super Bowl on Feb.
2. I hope everybody
enjoys the day.
If, like me, you’re
mostly indifferent to
football, you’ll enjoy the
quiet streets, sparsely
populated movie theaters
and short waits at
restaurants.
If you’re a fan, you’ll
enjoy the festivity of
the day, the excitement
of the game and the
spectacle of the show.
You may also be one
of those who enjoy the
Super Bowl commercials,
little drills in corporate
ego that often showcase
dazzling skill in
compressed cinematic
narrative.
If, however, you
don’t care to watch the
game but would still like
to mark the occasion
with some footballthemed entertainment,
let me offer a video
suggestion: the charming
documentary Harvard
Beats Yale 29-29.
Directed by Harvard
man and sometime
Michael Moore crony
Kevin Rafferty, the

film is an account of
a legendary game—
the legendary game,
basically—between the
two Ivy League football
squads that took place
on Nov. 23, 1968, and
ended, back when
American sporting
events still could, in a tie.
As the title, a
headline in the Harvard
Crimson, suggests,
Harvard regarded the
score as a victory, since
they were behind 29-13
at the half and were
the far less favored
and dominant team.
But Yale fell asleep
with their lead, and
let it dribble away in
a series of improbable
circumstances.
The film is—
probably by economic
necessity—austerely
structured. It’s just the
TV broadcast (greatly
abridged, of course) of
the game from Harvard
Stadium, intercut with
talking-head interview
footage with the players
from both teams, as
they are now—bemused,
wryly wistful middleaged guys.
Among them is
Tommy Lee Jones, an
offensive tackle on the
Harvard team, who

seems particularly
addled, but manages to
get out the tale of how
his Harvard roomie Al
Gore figured out how to
play “Dixie” on an early
touch-tone phone.
The movie has a sly
undercurrent of sociopolitical observation—if
it was overt rather than
sly, it would wreck the
movie—about that fabled
American tribe, The
Elite. HBY29-29 hints
that there are at least
two academic Elites—
the sensitive peacenikprotester Hahvahd of
Tommy Lee Jones and
Al Gore, and the more
macho and puritanical
Yale of William F.
Buckley and George W.
Bush.
The former
sensibility is particularly
embodied here by
Yale linebacker Mike
Bouscaren, who comes
across like Buckley’s jugeared, reptilian younger

brother, and who seems
to take an odd and
somehow endearing glee
in painting himself as a
dirty-playing scoundrel,
though Rafferty
demonstrates, through
an ironically JFK-like
breakdown of game
footage, that Bouscaren
is either exaggerating or
misremembering.
Somehow the real
metaphorical political
resonance of this game,
having cast Harvard as
the Left and Yale as the
Right, is that it was a tie.
As we know all
too well in recent
years, sometimes a tie,
in politics, can mean
intractable gridlock.
But sometimes a
tie means simply that
neither side grows
too powerful, and
compromise becomes
inevitable.
That’s the win,
for America, that my
moderate soul hopes for.
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Holy masterpiece,
Batman!
New art exhibition
lauds comic books,
science fiction
pop culture
Wrangler News photo feature
by Billy Hardiman

K

apow! Zowie! To the Batmobile and to Tempe
Center for the Arts, Robin! There’s a new
exhibition at Tempe Center for the Arts now
through May 30. Best of all: It’s free.
American Pop: Comic Books to Science Fiction
and Beyond highlights the ongoing influences of
comic books, television, movies and science fiction.
Displays include vintage superhero and sciencefiction memorabilia, along with original artworks by
Chuck Jones, Robert McCall and Roy Lichtenstein.
As part of the exhibition, the gallery will host
a series of what are designed to be mind-expanding
lectures focused on the science behind science fiction,
gaming, and animation.
Sci-Fi Fridays feature a different presentation
by local artists and scientists at 6 p.m. each Friday.
Guests who arrive early can enjoy free music and
appetizers from 5 to 7.
The Gallery at Tempe Center for the Arts is at
700 W. Rio Salado Parkway. Information: 480-3502822 or www.tempe.gov/tcagallery.
Upcoming programs include:
Jan. 24 — Robotics Demonstration. Mark
Fedasiuk, University of Advancing Technology.
Robotic science demonstrations for all ages.

Jan. 31 — From Snow White to Star Trek:
The Pop-History of the Human-Computer
Interface. Todd Spencer, University of Advancing
Technology. Explore the imagination-driven past,
pop-fueled present and techno-speculative future of
human-computer interfaces.
Feb. 7: — Asteroids, Ion Propulsion and
NASA’s Dawn Mission to Vesta and Ceres.
David A. Williams, Ph.D., Associate Research
Professor and Director at The Ronald Greeley Center
for Planetary Studies (The NASA Regional Planetary
Information Facility at ASU), ASU School of Earth
and Space Exploration. This presentation reviews
previous robotic missions to asteroids, discusses the
ion propulsion that enables NASA’s Dawn Mission
and reviews the major results from the Dawn’s
encounter with the asteroid Vesta, a proto-planetary
world.
Feb. 14 — Teacher Night: ASU School of
Earth and Space Exploration. Teresa Ashcraft,
Ph.D. Candidate, ASU School of Earth and Space
Exploration. Local teachers will enjoy hands-on
demonstrations, Internet resources and lesson plan
information. Plus more to come...
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A conversation
with Kyrene
School Board
President
Ross Robb

Wrangler News interview
by Diana Whittle
Citywide_071313_Layout 1 7/10/2013 1:05 PM Page 1

Editor’s note: The Governing Board of the
Kyrene Elementary District recently selected, by
unanimous vote, Ross Robb as president for 2014.
A local real estate developer, Robb is the Director
of Development and Public-Private Partnerships
for Inland American. He also has a lengthy
resume in community service, including both civic
and charitable causes. He is the parent of three
daughters, all of whom attended Kyrene schools.
1. As the new Governing Board president,
what do you see as the biggest challenge
facing the Kyrene School District?
In my opinion, the biggest immediate
challenge facing the Kyrene District is the same
greatest challenge that is currently facing most
districts in Arizona and that is the implementation
of the Arizona College and Career Ready (formally
Common Core) Standards. The challenge presents
itself at every level of our Organization; (1)
resource adoption, (2) curriculum mapping, (3)

2. In the most recent board meeting, an
enrollment decline was mentioned. What
strategies are being considered for the
district to remain competitive in a community
where charter schools and open enrollment
continue to erode the numbers of available
students?
School choice and school competition are
realities that are here to stay. When I first joined the
Kyrene Governing Board in 2005, charter schools
were viewed by many veteran educators as being
— ROBB, Page 14
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professional development, (4) financial resources,
(5) management and leadership. It is the duty of
the Governing Board and the senior leadership to
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www.the-music-store.com
2630 West Baseline Road ~ NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway
Childsplay Presents

Live on
Stage!
40 or 50 gal
electric

Weekends through March 16
Saturdays at 1 and 4 p.m. and Sundays at 1 p.m.

62556

$

From the moment his tall red-and-white striped hat appears at their
door, Sally and her brother know that the Cat in the Hat is the most
mischievous cat they know. With some tricks (and a fish)
and Thing Two and Thing One, with The Cat in the Hat,
the fun’s never done! For ages 3 and Up

Total install price including labor,
tax, new ball valve
and two water flex.

$25 OFF
any plumbing
repair over $100
Not valid with other offers. Exp 2/28/14

Tickets
start at

FREE

$15

ESTIMATES

480-966-8795

www.citywideplumbingaz.com
Contractor’s Lic. # C-37 064 954 & L-37 086

Storybook Preview Sponsor

Associate Production Sponsors

Tempe Center for the Arts
700 W. Rio Salado Parkway

TICKETS: childsplayaz.org

or 480.350.2822 (ext. 0)
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Free Tutoring

Meet an Advisor

Career Planning

Financial Aid

It’s all
at MCC.

Enroll today!

Spring late-start
classes begin January 18th

mesacc.edu
480-461-7000

Southern & Dobson Campus
1833 West Southern Ave.
Mesa, AZ 85202

Red Mountain Campus
7110 East McKellips Road
Mesa, AZ 85207

A Maricopa Community College The Maricopa County Community College District is an EEO/AA
A institution
Maricopaand
Community
College The
MCCCDofisprotected
an EEO/AA
institution.
an equal opportunity
employer
veterans
and individuals with disabilities.

detrimental to “traditional” public schools.
We have now seen that perception change as
we have all come to realize that K-12 educational
institutions must compete, much as higher education
institutions (colleges) have been competing for
many decades. Only time will tell how well K-12
competition served our society by improving
outcomes for all students. In Kyrene, our strategies
for maintaining and growing our enrollment are
fairly straightforward and somewhat obvious.
A. We will willingly embrace the reality of
school choice by providing a variety of programs in
our district that meet the demands of children and
families both within and outside of our district who
choose these programs.
We provide these programs as a complement
to the traditional programs we proudly provide
throughout the district. Dual Language, Traditional
Academy, College Preparatory Academy and
Leadership Academy are among the choice programs
we have implemented and are operating successfully.
We also operate special education programs for
students at every level of special need and we operate
enriching before school and after school programs
designed to meet the schedules of 21st Century
families in a meaningful, content-rich environment.
We will continue to selectively and strategically
identify new program opportunities that allow
Kyrene to successfully attract and retain students
seeking those programs.
B. We will endeavor to study and understand
the short and long-term changing demographics of
our District. As neighborhoods mature and change,
the numbers of available K-8 students is constantly
changing. We will intelligently design the staffing,
resources and marketing of our schools to meet the
realities of the neighborhoods that surround each of
our schools.
3. What is the best asset that Kyrene
offers to families?
If I must identify one asset, it is the quality of
the people that deliver our services every day. This,
of course, includes our teachers; but, it goes far
beyond, as an amazing array of support professionals
complement the in-classroom services. Quality
administrators in the school buildings and in the
district office must steadily provide the leadership
and mentoring required to make all of us better at
what we do every day.
As a school board, we take our responsibilities
very seriously to be sure that our people, at every
level, are adequately supported with the goal that
they will actively embrace the vision and mission of
the Kyrene School District for the benefit of student
learning.
4. As a commercial real estate developer,
— ROBB, Page 15
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what is your opinion on the
potential sale of the Club West
property and do you think it is a
viable revenue strategy?
As a real estate developer and
more so as someone who keeps up with
the comings and goings of a changing
economy, it seems like it would be
a good time to sell the Club West
property.
It is highly unlikely that this
property will ever be needed by
the district and it is an enormously
attractive residential site located in
a strong and vibrant community.
To whatever extent we can turn an
illiquid land parcel into the funding of
a Kyrene need, that would be a good
thing.
It is worth noting that this sale
would be a one-time cash event.
Therefore, the funds that are
generated are best used for a onetime need (for example the funding
of Arizona College and Career Ready
resources).

5. As the overseer in the
leadership direction of the
district, do you see the need for
any shifts or major changes in
focus or priorities?
This board has consistently
expressed a focus on the effective
leadership needed to maintain an
engaged, committed and consistent
employee base. It is that solid
employee base that provides the
foundation for effective learning and
for satisfied families.
As a board, we are constantly
working closely with Dr. Schauer
(our superintendent) and his senior
staff and they are working with their
leadership teams (e.g., principals) to
establish clearly defined and clearly
measurable goals for every school
and every department of the district
so that we can routinely assess our
own performance against our Kyrene
standards.
The board will identify shifts in
focus and priorities based on reported
results and how well we meet our
goals.
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Sports Notebook . . . with Alex Zener

Hall of Fame inducts some of Corona’s best known sports figures

C

orona del Sol High School held

basketball team won the 4A championship

its first Hall of Fame induction

in 1981 and the 5A championship in 1993,

during halftime at the boys

basketball game against North High School

1994 and 2001. His teams also brought
home the second place trophy as state
runners up in 1980 and 2002.

Corona boys basketball — A
coach can only hope that defeat will light
a fire under a team and drive its players
to be more focused and determined to win
their next game. Sometimes the opposite

Dec. 6. The inaugural class included Jim

Duane Sr., Corona’s first boys

Love, Corona’s first principal, along with

basketball coach, ran the program for 19

happens and the rest of the season falls

coaches Larry Hughes, Sam Duane

years, from 1978-1997, taking the Aztecs to

apart. Not so for Corona’s boys basketball

the state championship Final Four 12 out of

coach, Sam Duane Jr.
After losing to Findlay College Prep
out of Henderson, Nev., by 20 points,
55-35, Jan. 4, the Aztecs came out firing
on all cylinders to start the new year,
not only winning five games in a row but
dominating their opponents, including
during their rematch against Phoenix
Shadow Mountainin the Martin Luther
King Basketball Classic at Grand Canyon
University Arena on Jan. 20, winning
79-52.
“The Findlay game was a great learning
experience for us,” said Duane. “It showed
our team how easy it is to lose if you don’t
execute the little things. It also proved to

Sr., Debbie Moore and student athlete
Jennifer Helfrich Leo.
Hughes, who was a Corona football
coach and girls basketball coach who won
state championships in both sports, was
also Corona’s boys golf coach. Hughes
helped win Corona’s only state football title,
a 4A state championship, in 1980. His girls

his 19 years, winning the championship four
times and runner-up five times.
Moore was Corona’s state champion
volleyball coach in 1991 and state volleyball
runner up coach in 1990 and 1992. Helfrich
Leo was a two-sport athlete at Corona,
chosen as an All-State player in both
volleyball and basketball.




our team that we can play at a high level
and compete with anyone. That game was a
lot closer than the final score showed.”
If the rematch against Shadow
Mountain is any indication, Corona may
have its best all-round team in years.
“Our balanced scoring has been a huge
strength for us this season’s team,” said
Duane. “On any given night any one of our
guys could lead us in scoring including our
bench who has been outstanding as well.”
Take for instance, against Shadow
Mountain. Russ Davis and Casey
Benson could not miss from three-point
range, each making four out of six treys and
finishing with 20 points each.
Or Connor MacDougall, who didn’t
play against Desert Shadows but scored 29
points combined the previous two games
against Gilbert Highland and Gilbert. Dane
Kuiper is capable of double-digit scoring
every night similar to his 10 points against
Shadow Mountain.
The ability to score doesn’t let up when

— NOTEBOOK, Page 17
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Cassius Pete and Alex Barcello come off the bench
either.
Corona’s defense has also intensified since the loss to
Findlay. In three of the last five games, the Aztecs have
held their opponents to less than 40 points. In the past
couple of weeks alone, Corona has defeated then No. 2
ranked Hamilton, 67-32; Mesquite 47-33; No. 4 ranked
Gilbert Highland, 74-61; and Gilbert by a whopping 68-39.
“Our defense and rebounding have improved as the
season has progressed especially the last couple weeks,”
said Duane. “Those two areas will be the ones that we will
need to make a deep run in the state tournament.”
It may well be Corona’s deep bench that will ultimately
make the difference down the stretch in the Aztecs’ run for
their third straight DI state championship.
“We haven’t missed a beat when we go to our bench,”
said Duane. “In fact, we have gotten a burst of energy and
scoring from our bench.”
Last but not least, in order to win championships,
you usually need an unselfish team with players who
understand and have bought into their role on the team.
“Our guys have been extremely unselfish and have
really bought into doing what it takes to win as a team,”
said Duane. “They have all worked hard every day. When
they get on the court, whether it’s coming off the bench or

®

in a starting role, they have performed very well.”
Coach Duane knows that in order to be only the second
team in Arizona history to win three back-to-back state
championships, the Aztecs will have to continue to improve
not only their basketball skills but their mental toughness.
“Our biggest challenge will be to stay mentally ready
every game and to take everyone’s best shot,” said Duane.
“We think by getting every team’s best shot night after
night in the regular season, it will make us better once the
tournament starts.”
The Aztecs, after the results are in from their matchup
with Chandler Jan. 21 and with Basha Jan. 23, will have
six more games before post-season play. Up next will be
Desert Mountain on Jan. 27 and Desert Vista on Jan. 28.
They will then have two home games, Mt. Pointe on Jan. 31
and Perry on Feb. 3.

Corona wrestling — Corona’s wrestling team took
fourth place in the prestigious Flowing Wells Invitational
Jan. 17-18. The Aztecs were successful in getting six
wrestlers into the semi-final round.
“One of our most impressive achievements at Flowing
Wells was to put six of our wrestlers into the semifinals
on Friday,” said coach Jim Martinez. “Out of those six,
four wrestlers eventually finished as runner-ups in the
championship finals.”
Taking home a runner-up medal and posting a 4-1
record was Marc Farina, in the 126 lb. weight class.
“Marc has continued to build on an already impressive

sophomore year by making it to the finals of his third
tournament this year,” said Martinez. “His only loss
this weekend was to the defending state champion from
Sunnyside.”
Also finishing runner up were Ethan Tursini (160
lbs),Bridger Barker (182 lbs), and Michael Clare(195
lbs).
“Ethan, Bridger and Michael have been solid in their
weight classes all season and will use this tournament’s
momentum to carry them forward to the Section
tournament to be held Feb. 8,” said Martinez.
Taking third was Darius Ryan in the 286 lb. weight
category; fifth was Taylor Rico at 170 lbs.
“The best surprise result of the tournament goes to
Taylor,” said Martinez. “He upset the No. 4 seeded wrestler
to get into the semi-finals before losing to the eventual
champion. He posted a 4-2 record to wrestle back into fifth
place.”

TACA awards — Seven Corona athletes were given
Tempe All-City awards at the fall sports banquet Jan. 13 at
the Phoenix Sheridan.
Nathan Rodriquez, who not only took first place in
the Division I Cross Country state meet but helped lead the
Aztecs to an undefeated season and only their second state
championship, received an award.
“What sets Nathan apart is his drive to excel and his
willingness to work very hard,” said Corona cross country

— NOTEBOOK, Page 19

Tempe Center for the Arts

Free appetizers ~ 5 to 7 p.m.

Entertainment

from the Songwriters’ Showcase
Dec. 20 - Bob McCarroll
Jan. 24 - Bob Villa
Jan. 31 - Robbie Roberson
Feb. 7 - Tom & Priscilla Bertling
Feb. 14 - Ryan Fremling
Feb. 21 - Bob McCarroll

®

Jan. 29,
Feb. 5, 12, 19, 24
6-10 p.m.
Sign up: 5:45 p.m.
Enjoy an evening of Youth: 5-6 p.m.
free music hosted by Sign up: 4:45 p.m.

be part of the scene

Sci-Fi Friday
Fridays at TCA
Shows at 7:30
and 9:30 p.m.

Walt Richardson

Jan. 24 - Amy Blackwell
Jan. 31 - Dwayne Perkins
Feb. 7 - Class Clowns Comedy
Feb. 14 - Love and Other Funny Stuff
Feb. 22 - Keith Ellis

Saturdays and Sundays through March 16

Feb. 13, 8 p.m.

Feb. 25, 7 p.m.

Jan. 24-25 - 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 16, 2:30 p.m.

Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m.

CONDER/dance: Breaking Ground 2014 – Seventh Edition

Sonoran Chamber Series - Piano Trios

Jan. 29 - 6 p.m.

Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m.

Art After Work: “Swirly Tree of Life”

Tempe Symphony Orchestra Winter Concert

Jan. 30, 7:30 & 10 p.m.

Feb. 18, 9:30 a.m., coffee service, 10 a.m. program

Welcome to Night Vale

Performance with a View - ASU Violin Studio E435

Feb. 7, 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 21, 7:30 p.m.

Childsplay: The Cat in the Hat

An Acoustic Evening with The Maine

Feb. 9, 1 - 4 p.m.,
VIP tickets Noon- 4 p.m.
Taste in Tempe

Bully Mammoth

Lakeshore Music presents the Tierney Sutton Band

Feb. 24, 7:30 p.m.

Tempe Symphonic Wind Ensemble - Freebirds

Fridays at 6 p.m.
Free science,
science fiction or
pop culture discussion
every Friday

Jan. 24, 31,
Feb. 7, 14 and 21

Going to the Dogs: An Evening of Canine Science
Tempe Symphonic Wind Ensemble:
Annual High School Band Festival

Feb. 26, 6 p.m

Art After Work, “Starry Gogh-Gogh Night”

In the Gallery

Closed Sundays and Mondays

Through June 7

American POP! Comic Books to Science Fiction
Schedules are subject to change

700 W. Rio Salado Parkway ~ www.tempe.gov/TCAEvents ~ Tickets: 480-350-2822 or visit http://tca.ticketforce.com
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Hands up!
Chandler PD played host to young members of Police Explorer
Posts around the country, providing hands-on experience in what
the teens’ real-life law enforcement counterparts face every day in
the field. Participants learned about hostage negotiations, use of
firearms, building searches and other team and individual events,
part of a daylong competition held at the Chandler Fire Academy.
The specialized Explorer program is sponsored by affiliated
agencies and Learning through Life,
a subsidiary of Boy Scouts of America.
Wrangler News photos by Billy Hardiman
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Wait online,
not in line!
Dignity Health now offers an Online Waiting
Service™ for our Emergency Room and Urgent
Care Centers.
Check-in for a projected treatment time at
DignityHealth.org/InQuicker/az
and wait in the comfort of your own home.
Leading the girls basketball team in points per game, at close to 20, and assists and
steals is junior Taylor Kalmer.
— Wrangler News photos by Billy Hardiman
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coach Pat Smith. “He is a leader by
example, and I believe his success in high
school cross country and track will be just
the beginning of great things.”
Chloe Hacker, who won two state
diving championships in her four years at
Corona, was awarded her fourth TACA for
diving.
“Chloe has a lot of diving experience
that shows in her execution and flexibility,”
said Corona dive coach Michael Floyd.
“We will miss her experience and great

attitude but she is talented both athletically
and academically. I see great success in her
future.”
Karilyn Quon, who won the 200 IM
at the Tempe All City meet and placed third
at state, took home a TACA for swimming.
“Karilyn, who won our team and girls
MVP this season, has the ability to be
extremely competitive with each and every
stroke,” said coach Ron Musgrave. “She
also qualified and swam the 200 IM, 500
Free and 200 Freestyle Relay at state. I
look for her to have to choose between

— NOTEBOOK, Page 20

Choose the facility and time that meets
your needs.
Chandler Regional Medical Center
Mercy Gilbert Medical Center
Dignity Health Urgent Care in Ahwatukee,
Gilbert, Maricopa or Queen Creek.
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several events to compete in at state next season. She is
that good.”
Three Corona football players were awarded TACAs:
Tevin Mayfield, Jacob Riedell and Tom Turley.
“Tevin, a two-sport athlete at Corona, has had success
on both the football field and on the track,” said former
Interim Head Coach Tim Kelly. “He finished his career
as a wide receiver in the top five in several categories
in Corona’s history and is now focusing on track for his
scholarship at Colorado State.”
“Jacob, who led the state in tackles as a junior and
finished in the top 10 as a senior, is a purely instinctual
football player who is tough as nails,” said Kelly. “He has
a defensive mentality for finding the football, getting there

quickly and finishing plays. He will be at the top of the alltime tackles list in Corona football history.”
“Tom, who can play anywhere on the offensive line,
from center to tight end, and on the defensive line, from
end to tackle, is a raw, natural athlete and one of the most
physical linemen of the group. He will have tremendous
opportunities continuing in football,” said Kelly. “He
brought a no-nonsense approach to practice every day,
often sacrificing his own personal recognition to play any
position needed for the betterment of the team.”
Other Corona athletes receiving TACA awards were
Halie Carpenter for girls golf and Alyssa Meyer for
volleyball.

Corona girls basketball — The Lady Aztecs had
a chance to celebrate winning close game, 44-42, at home
against Mountain Ridge on Jan. 16.

ROOFING SERVICES
Specializing in residential
reroofing and repair.

24 years experience
480-888-6648

SHINGLES•
TILE•
SHAKES•
FOAM AND FLAT•
#ROC244568 C-42 Bonded and Insured

They have won more than 50 percent of their games
this season, the best start in recent years, averaging close
to 45 points, 26 rebounds, 10 assists, 8 steals and over 2
blocks a game.
Leading the team in points per game, at close to 20,
and assists and steals is junior Taylor Kalmer. Freshman
Leilani Peat is the rebound queen averaging eight
rebounds and over seven points a game.
Coach Andy Strom has a talent-rich but relatively
young team to spread the remaining minutes. He counts on
the leadership on the court of senior Sammi Moore, who
is averaging almost seven points, two rebounds and two
assists a game.
Corona will be playing Desert Vista at home Jan. 28
before playing at Mt. Pointe Jan. 31 and at Perry Feb. 3.
The last home game, senior night, will be Feb. 4 against
Desert Ridge.

B��ef�

Tempe board, commission changes

Tempe community members are
being invited to provide feedback on
proposed changes to several city boards
and commissions as part of an effort to help
streamline their roles as advisory bodies to
the City Council.
Draft changes can be examined and
opinions voiced at www.tempe.gov/forum
through Monday, Feb. 3.
Current and past Boards and
Commissions members are welcomed
to weigh in on the proposed changes; all
current members are being individually
invited via email or mail to log into the
forum and share their views.
Respondents must register with the
city’s online forum vendor in order to have
their viewpoints officially included but, if
they wish, can remain anonymous. The
identities of anonymous writers are never
made known to the city.
The proposed changes would reduce
the number of boards and commissions
from 26 to 19, and the total number of seats
from 259 to 186.

Free fitness passes at Kiwanis
Staff at Kiwanis Recreation Center’s
fitness facility are offering free two-week
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passes if picked up prior to Jan. 31.
Additionally, three-month unlimiteduse passes, at $64 each through the same
date, give the holder an extra three months
at no charge.
Treadmills, elliptical machines,
stationary bicycles, strength-training
equipment, free weights and more are
available at the center.
Information: www.Tempe.gov/
Kiwanis.

Education club students honored
Twelve out of 29 Corona del Sol H.S.
students participating in the school’s
chapter of nationwide DECA (Distributive
Education Clubs of America) have won an
award, as well as dominating the Sports
and Entertainment Marketing Team
competition, the most popular event in
many DECA competitions.
Winners include Cole Coggins and
Trevor Wood, Jameson Langlois and Omar
Sbai, first place overall;
Trace Langley and Michael Stears;
Russ Davis and Wes Goodman; Eric
Castellano and Andres De los Cobos, role
play medalists; and Kyle Coggins, Omar
Sbai, Trevor Wood and Brent Einstein,
marketing cluster exam medalists.

LIVE FROM LAS VEGAS: CASH PRESLEY FEB 14TH & 15TH

Amy Heltsley lost 123 lbs

And found a new life

LIVE

BECAUSE ONE DAY SHE KNEW
IT WAS TIME

OPEN 7
DAYS A
WEEK

The exTra weighTT made amy helTsley Tired in The usual way. No energy. No stamina. But

MUSIC

it made her tired in other ways, too. Like tired of hating how she looked. Tired of forcing herself
to participate in her own life. Finally, Amy became tired of being tired and did something. Weight
loss surgery helped her get back her energy, her figure, her life. The same way it could help you.
is Today your day?

NEW
HAPPY
HOUR

EVERYDAY
2PM-7PM

DRINK SPECIALS
& $3 OFF ALL
18 APPETIZERS

H
NEW
HAPPY
HOUR
SPECIALS
.

H

$4 20 OZ. CRAFT DRAFT $4 HOUSE WINE
H

Call 1-800-248-5553 or visit BridgesAZ.com to register for a
free weight loss seminar on Friday, Feb. 7, at 1:00 p.m.

$3 - 20 OZ. DRAFT BUD LIGHT/COORS LIGHT H $4.50 WELL DRINKS
Tempe St. Luke’s Medical Office Building (adjacent to Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital)

HJOIN THE $6 LUNCH CLUBH
$6 CHEF SPECIALS 11AM-2PM MONDAY-FRIDAY
7TH LUNCH IS FREE WITH PUNCH CARD

1492 S. Mill Ave., Suite 208 | Tempe, AZ 85281

EAT-IN ONLY. NOT APPLICABLE WITH ANY OTHER PROMO OR GIFT CARD

C H A N D L E R

PAV I L I O N S

480-705-0288 H NABERSAZ.COM
I-10 E ON RAY ROAD, S ON 54TH ST, 825 N 54TH ST, CHANDLER, AZ 85226

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

@NABERSAZ

/BridgesAZ
/BridgesCenter
Can’t come to the seminar? Visit BridgesAZ.com to take a free online webinar.

Wrangler News • Jan. 25 - Feb. 7, 2014 • Page 22

It’s more than teaching. It’s inspiring a passion to learn.
What makes an outstanding kindergarten program? We believe it starts with outstanding teachers.
Teachers who genuinely care about each and every student. Teachers who communicate not just
with children but with parents. And teachers whose enthusiasm truly makes the classroom come
alive. Begin your child’s love of learning in a Tempe Elementary kindergarten class.

Tempe elemenTary KindergarTen program
Smart choice. Smart results.

www.tempeschools.org/kdgenroll | 480.730.7406
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Harrowing escape from Vietnam opens couple’s
path to a new country, a new restaurant, a new life
By Georgia Swing
n 1979, 4-year-old Cynthia Nguyen,
her parents and four siblings were
among 100 people packed onto
a boat designed to hold 20, trying
desperately to escape their war-torn
city of Saigon.
The Communist North
Vietnamese victors had seized all
personal property in what had been
South Vietnam and jailed most men
who had not supported their cause,
Nguyen’s father included. After his
release, the family paid dearly for
passage on the overloaded boat that
bobbed for three days on the open sea.
“We were what you would call
‘boat people,’ ” Nguyen said.
The best-case scenario for such
fugitives was to be intercepted by

I

pirates, who would rob them but then
tow their boat to the Philippines. That’s
what happened to the Nguyen family.
These days, Nguyen and her
husband, Richard Dao, whose family
also escaped postwar Vietnam, are
embarking on another uncertain
journey, away from the safe shores
of a regular paycheck and employerprovided benefits and toward the
fulfillment of a dream.
The dream is to make a living
preparing and serving the food of
Vietnam to Americans.
“My husband’s a great chef,”
Nguyen said. “He has been the only
one in the family who took my mom’s
recipes and made them his own.”
Motivated by years of eating out
and never tasting Vietnamese food

February 18, 2014
10:30 am / Lunch & Speaker 11:30 am
$25 for member $35 for guest
Sandy Cowen, National/International Strategic Positioning Consultant
“Million Dollar Tips For Positioning Your Business
For Success”- How to make dramatic success stories
happen whether you are a major corporation, a
small firm, a product or service, or simply yourself.

that was quite right, the couple opened
the Spring Roll Factory in Chandler
in November. The long, narrow
restaurant located in a shopping center
at 6165 W. Chandler Blvd. combines
the American tradition of fast food with
the high quality and fresh ingredients
of Vietnamese cooking.

“I don’t think there’s any other
place that has this concept,” Nguyen
said.
Ordering at a counter lined with
bins of ingredients reminiscent of a
submarine sandwich shop, customers
watch the preparation of Pho – beef
— VIETNAM, Page 24

volunteer

Neighbors Helping
Neighbors…
VOLUNTEER TODAY for
the HOME-DELIVERED
MEALS Program!

TEMPE COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY, a private non-profit organization, delivers

hot lunches to homebound older adults and disabled residents in the Tempe and
South Scottsdale areas. We need your help to deliver meals!

We deliver each weekday starting at 9:30 AM. What you will need: your own
vehicle, valid driver’s license, and current auto insurance. Fingerprint card and
state background check required. For more information visit www.tempeaction.org
or call us at (480) 858-6511.
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DID you Know...

Chandler Regional’s new
tower opening fall 2014
will feature:
•

•

•

Additional 96 private rooms serving
medical surgical patients and 32
dedicated intensive care rooms
Expanded Emergency Services with
designated Level I Trauma care
Six surgical suites

Learn more about our services
at ChandlerRegional.org

noodle soup – spring rolls, rice plates
and grilled meats. Shredded carrots,
sliced cucumber, basil leaves, mint,
cilantro and baked onions await
placement in rolled sandwiches and
appetizers.
Known for their made-fromscratch dishes without the use of
the flavor-enhancing monosodium
glutamate, or MSG, Nguyen and Dao
are proud of “the quality of the food,
the freshness of it, the quality of the
ingredients, not substituting.”
Menu prices range from $2.49 for
an appetizer of Crispy Pot Stickers to
$7.29 for Tilapia Rice.
The origin of Nguyen’s recipes lies
directly with the family’s matriarch.
Her mother, source of the
techniques Dao finessed for American
tastes, visited during the holidays from
Orange County in California and gave
her seal of approval.
“She tasted all of the dishes,”
Nguyen said. “She had some input on a
few things to make it better.”
Susie Nguyen advised them on
how to make the grilled pork sweeter
without adding sugar, and how to keep
the Pho broth hot enough without
making it too salty.
“She’s a firm believer in cooking
with quality, cooking how you would
for yourself and for your family,”
Nguyen said.
Knowing that the woman who
had cooked these dishes all her life
approved of Spring Roll Factory fare
“felt good,” she said. “Especially to my
husband.”
Transition to America — Susie
and Anthony Nguyen had operated
a store in Vietnam, where Anthony
worked as a pharmacist. Susie
Nguyen’s parents owned a plant that
fabricated steel pots and pans. Though
the Communists seized the factory
after the war, some of the family’s
wealth was saved, a portion of which,
in the form of diamonds, was sewn into
the hems of clothing the Nguyens wore
as they escaped in the overloaded boat.
After spending nine months
in a shack without plumbing in a
Filipino refugee camp, the family

was sponsored by relatives to come
to California. Proceeds from the
diamonds soon ran out, and Susie
Nguyen opened a nail and hair salon.
Anthony worked as a pharmacy
technician while he learned enough
English to gain his U.S. credentials as a
pharmacist.
“We were a family that was on
welfare until we got going,” Nguyen
said.
Now a zoning commissioner for
Orange County, Anthony Nguyen
still takes part in anti-communist
protests when he can. “He’s still
very heartbroken” about the North
Vietnamese takeover of his country,
Cynthia Nguyen said.
All of her siblings have graduate
college degrees, and she has attended
two years of college. Education is
the top priority she and her husband
have for their three daughters, ages
21, 17 and 8. They don’t work at
the restaurant because “they need
to focus on their studies,” she said.
“Fortunately, they’re excelling in their
education.”
Their oldest daughter attends
the University of Arizona in Tucson
on a full scholarship, majoring in premedicine.
Richard Dao worked for years as
an electronic technician in the semiconductor industry. Cynthia Nguyen
worked in management for a large
finance company. After enduring
frequent layoffs in an uncertain
economy, Dao and Nguyen decided to
take their financial fate into their own
hands.
Launching a dream — Securing
a lease for the 1,300-square-foot
space between a doughnut shop and a
Mexican restaurant, the couple, with
help from family members, scrubbed,
painted the walls spring green
decorated with red poppies and cherry
blossoms, added sleek pendant lighting
and got faulty plumbing repaired. Food
is rolled in front of customers – the
“factory” part of Spring Roll Factory
– and packaged to go or served at the
seven square tables that line the eating
area.
The menu focuses on a few fresh
items prepared mostly by grilling and
— VIETNAM, Page 29
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Cynthia Nguyen serves up some traditional Vietnamese dishes, tailored to appeal to American tastes.

— Wrangler News photo by Billy Hardiman
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ou might not
know which
“character area”
of Tempe you live in, but
city planners hope that
a process they’re about
to kick off will make
you acutely aware – and
proud – of what sets
your neighborhood apart
from others.
Project Management
Coordinator Nancy Ryan
and fellow staffers in
Tempe’s Community
Development
Department are asking
city residents to attend
a planning session
designed to help define
and describe their area
of Tempe as part of a
seven-step Character
Area Planning process.
The first meeting,
on Wednesday, Feb. 26,
will focus on an area
designated as “Kiwanis/
The Lakes.” (See map for
the boundaries of this
and other areas to be
involved in the study).
“The idea is to
recognize the character
within the community,
not to divide the
community up into
districts,” Ryan said.
“We’re trying to make
sure we’ve got the right
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tag name for the area,
and we’ll be checking
back with the people in
the community: What do
they call the area?”
Other character
areas include Corona/
South Tempe; Arizona
Mills/Emerald Center;
Central City/Shalimar;
Rio Salado/Downtown/
ASU; Diablo/Double
Butte; Escalante/
Marketplace; and
Papago/North Tempe.
A clearer picture
of how residents see
their character areas
will help the city provide
guidelines for the form
and function of future
development, Ryan said.
“Design is one of the key
components of these
character area plans,”
she said.
When it came time
to choose the first two
character areas to focus
on for the first year,
the Tempe City Council
chose Corona/South
Tempe and Kiwanis/The
Lakes, noted Ryan, who
is being joined by city
planner Hunter Hansen
in laying out the process.
“They’ve been
hearing for some time
that South Tempe (south
of Arizona Highway
60) doesn’t get all the
attention that everything
that’s happening in
North Tempe does,”
Ryan said. “They thought
this is a way to start to
bring (in) that part of the
community.”
The two areas
also have the highest
concentrations of
residential areas, with a
large proportion of the
city’s population of about
172,000, Hansen said.

Each of the eight
areas has common
characteristics of
topography, housing
styles, infrastructure,
retail or industrial
development and open
spaces that make them
distinct from the others,
he said. They also have
natural boundaries
formed by highways or
canals.
“I kind of think
about it as, if a
filmographer were to
come into your area
and shoot a film, what
would they be looking
at?” Hansen said. “What
would be the backdrop?
What would be the
fabric? What would be
the texture of the film?”
Residents will
be asked to name the
best aspects of their
neighborhood – what
should be preserved –
and what is missing or
needs improving. To
start, they’ll be asked
how they want to give
their feedback. The
options are myriad,
including surveys, focus
groups, workshops or by
soliciting photos, walking
tours and maps.
Hansen called
the people who live
in each area “the feet
on the ground at the
neighborhood scale.
They’re the experts; they
know what’s going on.”
What city planners
already know about
Kiwanis/The Lakes is
that it’s full of families,
ranging from very young
to empty nesters. It
has the most schools,
and the Kiwanis
Park Neighborhood
Association is the largest

in all the character areas.
Planners believe it has
the most parks.
“This area has
a lot of shopping
opportunities and
healthy, successful
commercial areas,”
Ryan said, pointing in
particular to the Tempe
Square commercial
center at McClintock and
Guadalupe.
“They’ve kind
of created their own
event center,” Ryan
said of Changing
Hands, an independent
bookstore. “They’re just
nicely tucked together
with a Trader Joe’s
grocery market and
the Wildflower Bakery,
where you can get a
great cup of coffee and
a sandwich and soup.
There are lessons to

be learned about these
synergies; when you
start to get certain uses
together, it creates a
place.
“We’re going to
enjoy looking at what
makes these commercial
centers successful versus
some of the others that
may be struggling, and
see what we can learn
from that.”
What they know
about Corona/South
Tempe is that it has the
largest residential lots,
the largest number of
homeowner associations
(33), and a strong
equestrian identity, with
many horse properties
and trails. It also has
many commercial
vacancies.
The city staff
wants to hear residents’

thoughts on those
vacancies, and about
transit, recreation,
housing, parks, trees,
streetscapes, lighting,
bike and walking trails
– whatever people
see as gaps in their
communities.
The Feb. 26 kickoff
in Kiwanis/The Lakes
will be followed by a
similar session March 3
in Corona/South Tempe.
Planners will come back
four times through the
year to ask for residents’
help in turning ideas into
tangible paths of action.
A final plan is expected
to be presented in
December, Ryan said.
A citywide miniconference April 5 will
offer workshops for all
eight character areas.
The city will apply

what it learns from its
experience with the first
two character areas to
tweak its process for
the other six areas.
Planners are hoping for
active involvement from
residents in Kiwanis/The
Lakes and Corona/South
Tempe.
Between them, the
communities have 54
homeowner associations
and 26 neighborhood
associations.
“I don’t know
if it implies a lot of
community involvement
or not,” Ryan said.
“Certainly, there’s
a different level of
neighborhood and
community activity
that isn’t necessarily
consistent across the rest
of the city.”

Seeking a more rigorous
environment for your child?
Choose Kyrene Traditional Academy – Sureño Campus

Rigor and Inquiry

Embracing a highly-structured, disciplined environment where students
engage in learning through rigor and inquiry. Emphasis on direct
parental involvement, student behavior and a prescribed dress code.
Kyrene curriculum includes study of classic literature and language;
integrated technology and science; and Spalding and Saxon resources in
math and reading.

Classic Literature and Language

Spaces are limited. Call school for tour at 480-541-5400.

Spalding and Saxon Resources
Discipline and Structure
Parental Involvement

Parent Info Meetings:
February 4 , 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM
February 12, 6:00 PM
February 25, 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM

Prescribed Dress Code

3375 W. Galveston St., Chandler, AZ 85226 (Loop 101 and Chandler Blvd.)
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Children Excel Here
Make the Kyrene Choice

Looking forward to 2014 and beyond
As we begin the year 2014, I wanted to let our
community know a few things that are going on
in your “A” rated public school district.
A Night of Education for Parents
On Thursday, January 30 from 4:45-8:30
pm, we will be offering educational sessions for
parents on a variety of topics, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Getting ready for Kindergarten
Empowerment against bullying
Raising a bright, bold and beautiful girl
Navigating the 5th to 6th grade transition
Kyrene program options for 3 to 6 year olds
AZ College and Career Ready Standards

This event will be held at Akimel A-al Middle
School, 2720 E. Liberty Lane, Phoenix, and
includes dinner and child care for a total cost
of $5.00. For a full list of class offerings and to
register online, go to www.kyrene.org and click
on Parent Summit.
Dual Language Program Opening at
Kyrene de los Lagos
The Dual Language program at Kyrene de los
Niños has been thriving now for four years, and
we are excited to announce that beginning with
the 2014-15 school year, we will offer a Spanish
instruction experience for kindergarteners at
Kyrene de los Lagos. The plan is that the program
will be expanded to the next grade level annually.
This innovative program provides students with
literacy and content in both English and Spanish
based on 50/50 daily instruction of all subjects
in both languages. Early dual language learning

promotes bilingualism, academic achievement,
and multicultural competence. Students benefit
both socially and cognitively, develop greater
non-verbal problem-solving abilities and more
flexible thinking. If you are interested in this
program and would like more information,
call 480-541-1000.
Vision and Strategic Plan
Kyrene School District is in the process of
making revisions to our Vision and Strategic
Plan. A Vision embodies what we want to become,
and at an upcoming Governing Board meeting,
our Board will consider adopting a Vision. In my
next newsletter I will include a video about our
Vision and areas of focus, which will include an
opportunity for you to provide feedback.
Volunteer Opportunity
The Kyrene Employee Benefits Trust (KEBT)
is looking for someone in the insurance, human
resources or financial industry to contribute to
the school district in a volunteer position using
their industry expertise. Please send a resume
and letter of interest to:
Deb Spurgin (dspurgin@kyrene.org)
Assistant Director, Employee Benefits
Kyrene School District, 8700 S Kyrene Road,
Tempe, AZ 85284
For more information on upcoming Governing
Board meetings, choosing a school, parent
meetings, school addresses and calendars, visit
our website at www.kyrene.org

AIMS scores exceed the state average
Art, music, library and physical education
Technology-rich curriculum
Before and after-school opportunities
Choice Educational Programs:
Traditional, Dual Language, College Preparatory,
Leadership and Preschool

www.kyrene.org 480-541-1000
Excellence in education for over 125 years

Spring dates for Kyrene Middle School Orientations:
6th grade orientation nights in Tempe and Chandler are:
Aprende, March 19 • Pueblo, March 25 • Kyrene Middle School, March 26
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Vietnam
From Page 24
baking, with no starch. “It’s healthy,” Nguyen said.
Looking back at what their families did to bring
them to the United States “brings tears to my eyes,”
said Nguyen, dabbing her eyes with a restaurant
napkin.
“Especially now that you have your own kids.
You understand the sacrifices your parents made.”
The Spring Roll Factory employs two people
who emigrated in recent years from Vietnam. They

tell of tough living conditions there without adequate
sanitation, with the government in control of even
“private” businesses.
They tell their daughters: Finish your food.
Don’t throw away things you can use. Be grateful for
clean water, good schools and nice clothes.
“Our kids are very respectful because that’s how
Richard wants them to behave,” Nguyen said.
“When we eat together, the kids have to invite
the elders to eat first.”
At the front of the restaurant next to the counter
sits a small Buddhist shrine for business success.
Three figures sit under its ornate red roof: One

for fortune, one for safety and one for attracting
customers.
Another shrine sits in their home for health and
happiness.
Nguyen and Dao have met their initial goal to
open their first restaurant, and future goals are to
expand in space, hours and number of employees.
“We’re very appreciative of the opportunities
and the customers,” and the ability to make a living
while “staying true to what we believe.”
With about 50 to 60 orders a day, “we’re about
halfway to where we need to be,” Nguyen said.

Love your Wrangler News?
facebook.com/wranglernews
twitter.com/wranglernews

(We won’t
tell your boss.)

Can’t put it down?
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Chandler’s annual
‘Spectacular’ returns for
a third year Feb. 20 - 22
By Rick Heumann

C

handler’s Annual Science
Spectacular returns for a third
year on February 20, 21 and 22.
This three-day collaborative
event brings awareness to the world
of science andincludesparticipation
fromseveral small businesses, hightech companies, schools, and nonprofit agencies.
I’m excited to announce Intel as
the sponsor for this year’s Festival and
would like to extend my appreciation
for its generous contribution.
The celebration introduces science
with a fun and innovative approach
using many
hands-on
activities
to engage
people of all
ages.
The
event begins
on Thursday,
Feb. 20,
with a “Tech
Crawl” where
Chandler’s
Innovations
Incubator, Intel, and Infusionsoft will
open their doors from 5:30 to 9 p.m.
Participants will have an
opportunity to take a sneak peek inside
these high-tech companies which are
normally closed to the general public.
This is a great chance for
visitorsto interact with staff and
ask questions to better understand
the skills and training necessary for
various jobs while learning more about
theirfascinating scientific work and
career fields.
On Friday, Feb. 21, join us for a
Night of Art and Science from 6 to 10
p.m. in Downtown Chandler.
As part of the monthly Art Walk it
will incorporate the science behind all
types of art and also includes exhibits,
hands-on activities, and crafts for the
kids.

Residents will get a glimpse into
the scientific art of candle making, oil
painting, glass blowing and more.
The Festival culminates with
Chandler’s Science Saturday.
This year it’s being held in
conjunction with the 11th Annual
Chandler Classic Car Show in
Downtown Chandler, which runs from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
We are excited to bring these free
family friendly events together and
believe there will be something for
everyone.
In addition to the great vehicles
on display, the U.S. Army will have a
helicopter flight simulatorand there
will be approximately 30 vendor
booths, interactive demonstrations
and activities with representatives
from the Chandler Police Department,
educational institutions, and
localbusinesses.
Outstanding science projects
from Chandler students will also
be on display. This year, we are
excited to welcome students from
Bogotá,Columbia, whoare flying in to
participate in the event.
Maps, schedules and detailed
program descriptions for the Chandler
Science Spectacular can be found
online at www.chandleraz.gov/science.
It’s very rewarding for me to see
the enthusiasm and excitement from
kids and parents alike.
When we provide opportunities
for our youth to experience science
activities firsthand it opens up doors
for their future.
Each year we work to make this
event bigger and better, and with all
of the community support I believe we
will succeed.
So bring your family and friends
out to experience another great
Chandler event!
— Rick Heumann, a
west Chandler resident,
is vice mayor
of Chandler

Arizona

Two newspaper readers
behind every saguaro
The saguaro is Arizona’s state wildflower and it seems
like they’re everywhere. In fact, there are 1.9 million
saguaros dotting our state’s landscape. That’s impressive!
But it’s less than half the number of Arizonans who read
newspapers. More than 4.5 million people in our state
consider themselves readers of Arizona newspapers.

If you’re a newspaper reader, you’re in great company!
And if you’re an advertiser, don’t get “stuck” without the facts.
Arizona newspapers deliver for your business.

Your
logo
here
Sources: Scarborough Research 2012, R2 (Multimedia); FriendsofSaguaro.org

Business & Financial
Accounting — At Your Service Accounting, Inc. Full charge
bookkeeping/accounting, payroll, sales tax reports, financial statements.
QuickBooks and Peachtree software, 15+ years of helping small
businesses. Outsource and $ave. At Your Service Accounting Inc., 480940-6203.

Professional Services

Adult Care — Experienced in providing in-home care to seniors and
people with disabilities. Spotless driving record, will transport clients to
appointments and activities. CPR and first aid certified, have fingerprint
clearance card. Call V. Ranae Felix Otero (480) 703-0573, or e-mail
rfelixcat@yahoo.com 1/14
Insurance — Full Service Farmers Insurance Agent. Able to handle all
your Insurance needs. Auto/Home/Life/Business/WC/Home Warranty
Plan for appliances. Since 1985. Call Mark Davis at 480-831-6762 or
email: mdavis2@farmersagent.com 5/14
Piano tuning & repair — For over 20 years I have proudly tuned
numerous pianos here in the valley. I can help you find an affordable used
piano. $85 piano tuning. Affordable repairs. Expert advice. Lawrence P.
Cheatham, 480-316-0060.

Employment
Employment — ADMINI ASSISTANT. Appointment coordination, Event
and meeting planning, Make travel arrangements, setting appointments,
monitor expenses, you will have access to Car. Send your resume and
salary expectations to: risun6966@gmail.com
Employment — F/T Preschool Assistant Teacher. M-F 9 AM-6
PM. Must have experience working with children 3-6 yrs old & be
dependable. Email cover letter & resume with 2 references to info@
inspirekidsmontessori.com. Compensation: Starting from $10.00/hour.
1/14
Employment — Mobile Car wrap Advertisement for a non Alcoholic
Beverage Drink (LINK ART). Interested Car owner should apply
and earn $500/wk. Text message only 801-613-2188 or email
linkartadvertconcept@yahoo.com Attention Mr. Jeffrey Hamford 7/14
Employment — Full-time driver wanted for fast-paced logistics
company. Must be self motivated and able to multi task.
Experience not necessary, will train the right person. Fax resume
and salary requirements to fredwilliams8791@gmail.com or sms
801-613-2188 1/14

Service Directory
Cabinetry/Counters — A Better Cabinet, Kitchen cabinet resurfacing,
update with new doors, Cherry, Maple, Alder and Oak or easy care
Thermofoil, 30 years experience, Call 480-650-9008
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical,
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger
480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic.
Bond. Ins.
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work,
slabs, footings , pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping.
Tempe based since 1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, bonded and Ins.
Doors — Southwest Door Refinishing. Doors/Refinishing, repainting,
repairs, locks changed. RV/Yard Gates/Maintenance free composite
wood slat replacement, for metal frame gates, refinishing, repainting.
Small Carpentry and Painting jobs. Experienced and reliable. Quality
workmanship and materials. Featuring quality Dunn Edwards products.
Free estimates. Not a licensed contractor. 480-947-3878 www.
saveyourdoors.com 1/14
Drywall — Vic’s Drywall Repair and Retexturing, Repair holes in drywall
and block walls, Paint doors, pool fences, Epoxy coat garages, remove
wallpaper, Stain and seal wood doors and other handyman services. Call
for a free estimate, 480-820-5797 or 480-710-0034
Drywall — Nice Guys. Complete drywall work, all carpentry, stucco,
paint inside and out. Fast and efficient. Lic, bond and insured. Tel or Text
480-215-3373. ROC 216115. 20 years in the valley.
Electrical — Double DD Electric. We offer Courteous Fast service,
Fair prices, Residential, Commercial, Industrial, Panel upgrades, Lighting,
Fans, EV Charging Stations, Remodeling or New construction. Free
estimates. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. ROC 65071-010. Call 602-2765550. 2/14
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.

Classifieds

Prompt professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for
evenings and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610
Garage Door— GARAGE DOOR PROBLEM? Door Won’t Open/
Close? Noisy Door/Opener? Panel Problems? We can help! Specializing in
High-Cycle Oil-Tempered Springs with 2-3 times more life than average
springs. That’s VALUE! Honest Garage Door Service...our name says
it all! Call 24/7. 480-204-8765. 1-Hour Emergency Service. Locallyowned & operated. Not a licensed contractor. BONDED & INSURED.
Handyman — We Do It Services. Handyman jobs, property
maintenance, phone jacks, painting, window washing, pressure washing,
furniture assembly, hauling. Free bids. I do what your husband puts off!
Greg 480-491-2373.Not a licensed contractor. AZ 321121 3/15
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do
it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20
years experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free
Estimates. 8/14
Handyman — Dave’s Handyman Service. 602-295-3991. “Ask us if we
can do it.” Electrical, plumbing, doors & windows, drywall, painting,
home remodeling. Lic. #169409ROC.
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance.
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans,
fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable.
25 years experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call
Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599.
Hauling/Cleanup — Hauling, cleanup, remove dirt, rocks, concrete,
unwanted items, junk, tree trimming and tree removal. Decorative rock
spread. Call John for a free estimate. 480-231-3162 or jascleanup@msn.
com. No job too small. 4/14
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving the
Valley for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and Reliability.
All Supplies Furnished. Excellent references. Call for FREE Estimate.
480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 6/14
House Cleaning — Detailed House Cleaning, Residential Cleaning.
We clean all kinds of homes. Windows Blinds, Baseboards, ceiling fans,
we sweep and mop all hard floors, vacuum all carpets, dust & polish all
furniture, clean all bathrooms, sinks, toilet tops, mirrors, spots in the
doors and walls, ETC. Call for a free estimate 480-232-7379. Text the
word coupon and get $ 15 off of your first cleaning. 6/14
Landscaping— Artistic Native Landscaping. Serving the Valley
since 2000. Free estimates. One time clean-ups. Irrigation repair and
installation. Tree trimming and removal. Design and installation. “Quality
you can afford.” Call Dallas 480-818-2127 5/14
Landscaping — Tedesco, Tree MD – 15 yrs of service, Tempe/Chandler.
“We are dedicated to the craft and science of tree work”. Pruning,
Fertilizing, Problem Solving. Owner operated. Personal service, Insured,
Bonded Arborist. 480-544-5693.
Landscaping — Greg’s Landscaping - Free Estimates. Landscape design
and installation. Sprinkler/irrigation and repair, landscape cleanup and
hauling, tree trimming. 480-962-4167, or 623-523-2282 (Cell). 6/14
Landscaping –Landscaping and sprinkler repair. Regular maintenance,
one time clean ups, new installs and weed spraying. Accepting new
customers. Call 480-710-8738 2/14
Landscaping — LAWN AERATING. Dethatching and Gypsum
Treatments. Core Aeration to reduce soil compaction. Repairs/Lawn
Service/Fertilization (480) 940-8196 www.theplugman.com ROC
#282663 K-21
Yard Cleanup Service — Any area unlimited tree and total yard
cleanup service. We do all trimming, topping, pluming, shaping, and
removal. All frost damaged trees, shrubs, plants. Replacing, haul away and
weed removal. You name it, we do it. Call Fa 480-600-7357 11/14
Painting — RJ’s painting. Interior and exterior painting all types of paint
& stains. Epoxy floors, drywall repairs, texture matching, and popcorn
removal & wallpaper. FREE ESTIMATES. 100% satisfaction guaranteed
602.367.1900 www.phoenixazpaintingcontractor.com 10/14
Painting — Brassberry’s Painting & Coating-Interior/Exterior Repaints,
32 Years Experience in the valley. Quality Products Used. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. Commercial and Residential. Current References
Available. Licensed/Bonded/Insured. Res. Lic#ROC107686. Com. Lic
#ROC127135. Call 480-892-0463. See our ad in Guide to Neighborhood
Services.
Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair
with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL (480) 814-1588.
Painting — DZ Paint, Drywall & Wall Covering – A painting company
with quality painters and affordable prices. Whether it’s your home
or your office, you name it, we’ll paint it. Accent walls, garage floors,

interior and exterior, commercial and residential. Give us a call for a free
estimate. Licensed and Bonded. ROC #240852. Daniel 480-326-0851.
12/14
Painting — Burden Painting Inc. Interior and exterior painting, power
washing, drywall repair, wallpaper removal, texturing, and epoxy garage
floor coatings. Free estimates, multiple room discount. Call Darrell
Burden at 480-892-1190, or www.burdenpainting.com.
Surface-Tech Painting — Drywall Installation & Repair, Wallpaper
Removal, Epoxy, Staining & Lacquering, Texture Removal & Matching,
Power Wash. Most types of Home Repair & Remodeling. Residential &
Commercial. Licensed, bonded, insured. 928-240-0743. ROC #185572.
Plumbing — Cure All Plumbing- For all your plumbing needs. Water
heaters, softeners, faucets, fixtures, drain and sewer cleaning, backflow
and sprinkler service. Commercial/Residential ROC#204797 Free
estimates 480-895-9838.
Plumbing — City-wide Plumbing & Service Co. Slab leak repairs,
electronic leak detection, water heaters, RO systems & water softeners.
Free estimates. 480-966-8795. www.citywideplumbing.us. Contractor’s
lic. #C-37 064 954 & L-37 086 764.
Pool Care — Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair. LLC. Weekly
service, full service or chemicals only, repairs, pumps & filters. Insured,
dependable & trustworthy, references available. Professional family
owned business. 480-694-1518.
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of
construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ
rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love
small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC
#112275.
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor,
Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at
www.englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native,. Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC
189470 Call today for a free estimate 480-603-8813
Remodeling — Custom Remodeling Specialist. Whole house remodels,
kitchens, baths, bedrooms, counters & cabinets, tile & carpet, garages,
offices, patios, room additions and much more. John C. Erickson – owner.
Over 20 years experience. Licensed (/ROC#171687), bonded & insured.
JCE Company, LLC. 480-200-9037.
Remodeling — Remodel Contractor. Concrete, Block, Carpentry,
Drywall, Stucco, Tile, Roofing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens,
Bathrooms. 1 crew for all. Plans and permits. Tempe-based for 12 years.
Best prices for quality work. ROC# B216115. Call 480-215-3373,
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic. Bond. Ins.
Roofing — Harper’s Roofing Inc. Full service roofing contractor. Family
owned and operated. Leak repairs are our specialty!
Licensed Bonded Insured ROC #186824 & 186825. CALL TODAY!
480-963-2796 - http://harpersroofing.com/
Roofing — Shamrock Roofing Services. Specializing in residential
reroofing and repair. Shingles, tile, shakes, foam and flat roofs. 24 years
experience. shamrockroofing@live.com. #ROC244568 C-42 Bonded
and Insured. 480-888-6648.
Roofing — Roofing specialist, 30 years experience, shingles, tile, shakes,
flat roofs, leak repair and wood replacement. Free estimates. No Job too
small. Licensed exempt, References available. Call Chuck 480-251-7886.
12/14
Sprinkler & Drip Repairs— Heads, Valves, Timers and Leak
Detection, Low Pressure Problems, Troubleshooting and Wiring Issues,
Maintenance 30 yrs. Experience! Quality Service 480-478-0073 or www.
AquaMastersAz.com
Yard Maintenance — Weekly, Biweekly or Monthly. We actually show
up! Providing reliable, friendly, honest service for over 10 years. English
speaking crews. Credit cards accepted. Please call Complete Yard Care
for a free estimate. 480-897-8807 6/14
Window Cleaning — Call Fish Window Cleaning to make your
windows sparkle. Windows interior and exterior. Screens, sun screens,
tracks, sills, light fixtures, chandeliers, mirrors and ceiling fans. Call 480962-4688. BBB accredited, fully insured. 6/14

Personal Services
Life Coaching— Ready to take charge of your life? Facing career
detours, personal challenges, work/life balance issues, or just feeling stuck
-- I can help. Let’s get started on those New Year’s resolutions. www.
mwoodslifecoach.com 602-619-3982. 2/15
Personalized Services — Friendly Helper. Handyman, Landscaping
or Yard work, Cleaning, Home Repairs, Household Choirs, Organizing,

Wrangler News • Jan. 25 - Feb. 7, 2014 • Page 33
Interior or Exterior, I do it all for a low hourly rate of $15. Call Matt at
480-403-1335 or Email Ahelpinghandbymatthew@gmail.com I have
excellent customer reviews. Know someone elderly or handicap? Refer
them to me for in home assistance. 4/14
Personalized Services — Weekly pool service, cleaning, pet sitting (cats
only), and house checking/caretaking while you are out of town. Honest
and reliable, long term references available. Carter Frey (602)-705-6128
or (480)-963-7677 4/14

Tutoring/Instruction
Piano lessons — 20+ years teaching students of all ages and skill levels.
Accepting new students for private instruction at my home in Tempe.
Member: Desert Valley Music Teachers Association. Sarah (480)525-7056
or segrosland@gmail.com. 8/14
Piano lessons — Piano lessons by Sandra. 15 years experience. 2
recitals per year. Will come to your home. Have worked with many area
residents, please ask for referrals! Call Sandra at (480) 406- 0138. 2/14

Pets
Pet Services — Pet Sitting. Have your pet pampered and cared for in
the convenience of YOUR home. Bonded, insured. Member Pet Sitters
International. References Available. Call Janice with Mrs. Doolittle, 8319388. 2/15
Pet Services — Pooper Scooper. Hate that poop? Love your pup! Call
Mrs. Doolittle and she’ll clean it up. Bonded and insured. 480-831-9388.
2/15
Cindy the Critter Sitter: East Valley Pet Sitting — Cindy the
Critter Sitter will take care of your furry babies like you would with
in-home visits--daily, overnight, or live-in--walks, playtime, or quiet
companionship. Pet transport also available. Bonded & insured, dog and
cat CPR and first aid certified, member of Pet Sitters International. Call
Cindy at 480-580-6981. 1/15

Transportation/Automotive
Auto Parts & Service — Protect your Car’s Interior: Call for a dealer
near you! (480) 967-1675. Retractable Sunshade – no storing or rolling
needed. Custom dash covers – reduce glare and protect. Protect your
seats – from kids, pets and spills. Dash Designs, Inc. 6014 S. Ash Ave.
Tempe. www.dashdesigns.com.

Accepting new students for private instruction at my home in Tempe.
Member: Desert Valley Music Teachers Association. Sarah (480)525-7056
or segrosland@gmail.com. 8/14
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Cindy the Critter Sitter: East Valley Pet Sitting — Cindy the
Critter Sitter will take care of your furry babies like you would with
in-home visits--daily, overnight, or live-in--walks, playtime, or quiet
companionship. Pet transport also available. Bonded & insured, dog and
cat CPR and first aid certified, member of Pet Sitters International. Call
Cindy at 480-580-6981. 1/15

Tutoring/Instruction

Auto Parts & Service — Protect your Car’s Interior: Call for a dealer
near you! (480) 967-1675. Retractable Sunshade – no storing or rolling
needed. Custom dash covers – reduce glare and protect. Protect your
seats – from kids, pets and spills. Dash Designs, Inc. 6014 S. Ash Ave.
Tempe. www.dashdesigns.com.

Real Estate
Condo near ASU— Less than a mile from ASU, on Orbit & Metro
lines 2-BR 1-bath, appliances, dining room, living room, 2-patios, onsite laundry, storage shed, covered parking. The perfect ASU rental
investment. $138,900 Contact Don at 602-723-4401 4/14
You can become a VIP Buyer and Beat Other Buyers to HOT
NEW Listing! — Receive a Weekly Printout of ALL New Listings that
Match Your Home Buying Criteria.... Visit http://freeazrealestate.info/
vip_buyer.asp
US Government Homes For Sale — Great Locations in Tempe and
the East Valley area. SAVE THOUSANDS! Carol Royse - Keller Williams
Realty East Valley Phone: 480-776-5231 Carol@CarolRoyse.com

Leak repairs are our specialty!
Call 480-963-2796
www.harpersroofing.com
Full Service Roofing Contractor / Family Owned and Operated
Members of BBB and ARCA
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the East Valley area. SAVE THOUSANDS! Carol Royse - Keller Williams
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Transportation/Automotive

27 Years
Serving Tempe Community

BUY ONE
GET ONE
FREE
Not valid with other coupons or offers.
Valid at these locations only.

Serving Tempe Community

Enjoy two favorites in one place!

Piano lessons — 20+ years teaching students of all ages and skill levels.
Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday throughout the year
to 20,000 homes and rack locations in the Tempe 85284, 85283
and Chandler 85226 zip codes

Publisher: Tracy Doren
Contributing Writers: Chelsea Martin, Diana Whittle,
Alex Zener, M.V. Moorhead, Georgia Swing, Chase Kamp
Staff Photographer & Page Design: Billy Hardiman
Advertising: Chelsea Martin
Offices: Wrangler News Building
2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 102, Tempe, AZ 85284-3497
Warner Century Plaza
Hours: 9-5 Monday-Friday

residents about topics of interest to our community. Sorry, we do
not accept paid “advertorials.” Articles appearing in Wrangler News
represent the opinion of the writer and not necessarily that of Newslink
LLC. Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an endorsement
of the described products or services. We reserve the right to reject
advertising or other content that we feel does not
meet the needs or interests of our readership.
Member: Arizona Newspapers Association, Tempe Chamber of
Commerce, Chandler Chamber of Commerce, Local First Arizona

‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’
— Phoenix magazine, 2007

www.WranglerNews.com

(480) 966-0845

To place a vacation stop and for other delivery requests, send email to
editor@wranglernews.com or call (480) 966-0845. Full, downloadable
copies of recent issues, along with a searchable database of past articles
and a complete Media Kit with rates & information, are available at
www.WranglerNews.com.

Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC
Don Kirkland, Editor/President

We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to call with
article suggestions.We accept manuscripts and photographs from area

Wrangler News is printed on partially recycled newsprint
with ink made from 98 percent soy content.
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REMODELING / ADDITIONS

Dave’s Handyman
Service

REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time....

602-295-3991
General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

“Ask us if we can do it.”

Visit us online at
www.englishbuilding.net

Call 480-650-9008

Electrical
Plumbing
Doors & Windows
Drywall
Painting
Home Remodeling
Free Estimates

Sound Advice

Lic #169409ROC

Guide to Neighborhood Services
By signing this proof I
acknowledge acceptance
of the ads as presented and
agree to pay the amount
shown below. The cost of this
ad for six issues will be:

120.00
$____________
This space is AVAILABLE!
$135

4 Issues Black and White $110

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Oﬃces
Paaos • Room Addiaons • Garages
Cabinetry & Countertops • New Flooring

OK as is _____
OK as corrected _____
Show revise ______

Owner, Paul English

Signature ______________
Date __________________
Specializing
in residential

re-roofing and repair
Wrangler
News

Please fax to (480)

4 Issues

This proof is:

222-0681

OUR PHONE NUMBER IS:
(480) 966-0837

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
Vinyl Siding
• Overhang
trim/eaves

• Replacement
Windows
• AZ Rooms
Kyrene Corridor
Residents

Locally Owned
and Operated
#ROC244568 C-42 Bonded and Insured

480-820-8711

jakconstructioninc.com

...hire a quality, licensed contractor
with 30 years experience

Free Estimates

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring
Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More

R. Child Custom Carpentry

Call for a FREE estimate

480-215-3373

480-603-8813

This space is AVAILABLE!
4 Issues

$135

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

D

Paint,
aint, Drywall &
Wall Covering
Commercial & Residential

4 Issues Black and White $110

Whether it’s your
home or your office,
you name it,
we’ll paint it.

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Comm.. Li
Lic.
#153492

Res.. Li
Lic.
#153491

Interior
erior & Exterior • Power Washin
W
g
Drywall Repair • Wallpaper
Removal
W
Tex
T turing • Epoxy
poxy Garage Floor Coatings
FREE ESTIMATES
Multiple Room Discount • 10% Senior Discount

Darrell Burden - 480.892.1190
www.burdenpainting.com

CITY-WIDE Water
Heater Co.
Gas Electric Tankless
on

llati

Insta

Serving the V
Valley since
1995 with 35 years exp.
Exterior/Interior
Drywall repairs
Texture matching
T
Winter Specials

Free Est.

Bond/Ins

Vic’s Painting
Vic Vovakes
Dunn Edwards Paints
Interior/Exterior
Specialist
1883 East Oasis Drive, Tempe, AZ 85283

480-963-2498

(480) 820-5797 Cell (480) 710-0034

Lic K 34 137206

Visit Our Website: Astoreonline.com

CITY-WIDE Plumbing
& Service Co.
Slab Leak Repairs
Electronic Leak Detection
Water Heaters
RO Systems & Water Softeners

Garage Door

This space is AVAILABLE!
4 Issues

SERVICE

$135

• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

4 Issues Black and White $110

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

This space is AVAILABLE!

BRASSBERRYS

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610
This space is AVAILABLE!

Painting & Coating, Inc.

4 Issues

$135

(480) 892-0463

4 Issues Black and White $110

4 Issues

$135

4 Issues Black and White $110

ent

r

i
Repa

L. Hardy
y Painting

cem

a
Repl

(480) 966-8795
Free Estimates

480-730-9410

www.citywideplumbing.us

FREE ESTIMATES

www.arizonawaterheater.net
Contractor’s Lic. #C-37 064 954 & L-37 086 764

*no extra charges on Saturdays

CONTRACTOR’S LIC. #
C-37 064 954
& L-37 086 764

This space is AVAILABLE!

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

Residential & Commercial
Interior & Exterior Repaints
Bonded • Licensed • Insured / 32 Years in the Valley

ROC Com. Lic.# 127135

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

ROC Res. Lic.# 107686

AQUA-MASTERS
Sprinker & Drip Specialists

This space is AVAILABLE!

This space is AVAILABLE!

4 Issues

4 Issues

Specializing in

4 Issues

$135

4 Issues Black and White $110

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

• Valves
• Heads
• Timers
• System Check-Ups
• Leak Detection
• Wiring & Pressure
Problems
• Troubleshooting
and Repairs

480-478-0073

Quality Service
www.AquaMastersAZ.com

This space is AVAILABLE!

This space is AVAILABLE!

This space is AVAILABLE!

4 Issues

4 Issues

4 Issues

$135

4 Issues Black and White $110

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

$135

4 Issues Black and White $110

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

Leak repairs
are our specialty!

Call 480-963-2796
www.harpersroofing.com
Full Service Roofing Contractor / Family Owned and
Operated / Members of BBB and ARCA

$135

4 Issues Black and White $110

$135

4 Issues Black and White $110

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

$135

4 Issues Black and White $110

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.

TREE
MD

This space is AVAILABLE!

Joe Mancino
Owner
22 Years

Bonded
Insured
Tempe

Since
1988

Trimming • Feeding • Diagnosis

480-544-5693
Certfied Arborist

4 Issues

$135

4 Issues Black and White $110

Call Chelsea at
480-966-0845
for information.
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The Last Word
New Year’s Resolutions:
It’s never too late to keep them
By Sonia Kang, PMA-CPT

by evaluating two conversations a

by my client’s words that I felt

week.

embarrassed over my lack of

Did I give the person I was
listening to the opportunity to

finds a quiet space to write out his

express their views. Was my

career, personal and spiritual goals

response stated with complete

and then reflect on the past year’s

understanding of that person’s

accomplishments and goals.

viewpoint? What could I have done

Changing lifestyle habits

My client is quite successful

to be a better listener? When you

in his career and personal life,

realize you haven’t accomplished

and hearing him talk about how

personal and health goals, you

seriously he takes his resolutions

realize there is a challenge to

only affirmed how fruitful his life

simply jump-starting them. You are

has been as a result.

a whole person—the same person

it has to be in January, so be it.

thoughtful resolutions. He said he

I made my New Year’s

that goes to work, picks up your

resolutions. That’s big for me

children from school and interacts

because I cannot recall the last time

with friends. The way you approach

I put them in writing.

anything is uniquely you. If you can

So the New Year’s resolutions

starts with a commitment you

just start as a “better listener”, you

you made this year count! As corny

make to yourself. The challenge

can run three miles once a week.

as this sounds, you count! Make

is not to breach the agreement,

A while back, someone asked

a resolution that resonates with

especially since there are close to

me if I behave differently at work

you. You don’t have to broadcast

no consequences or minimal ones

versus in the company of friends. I

it, just do it and evaluate yourself

with the other party, which is you.

had to really think about that.

periodically. And magically watch

If you break a promise to yourself,
it’s okay, right?

“Well, I have not established
the same comfort level at work as I

your transformation.
Happy New Year!

This year, if you break a

have with my friends,” I responded.

resolution you made, evaluate the

“But I hope that people at work can

you break a promise to yourself, it’s

consequences. For example, I said I

recognize me among my friends

okay, right?

was going to run three miles, once

as the same person.” That’s what

Would you like your ideas

a week. But January is almost gone

being healthy is all about—seeing

resolution still a common practice?

to be heard? Wrangler News

and I have not yet started. The

your whole life and the beautiful

Nowadays, I don’t hear people

invites you to submit topics for

consequence is that I am missing

intricacies of your life woven

talking about it as often.

discussion in this forum, “The

out on what I set out to accomplish.

together.

Last Word,” for which we have

A New Year’s Resolution: If

Is having a New Year’s

Does making a resolution in

This once reasonable goal now

One of my clients taught me

reserved the last page in each

the beginning of the year increase

seems unrealistic. It tells me that

this when I nonchalantly asked

the success rate of accomplishing

I don’t take myself seriously. The

him what his New Year’s resolution

one’s goals, compared to any other

irony is that health goals should not

was. I expected to receive a typical

time in the year? Well, a resolution

wranglernews.com or call our

be different from any other goal.

response. “Lose 10 pounds, eat

to make an improvement in one’s

office at 480-966-0845 any

If my goal is to be a better listener

healthier, etc.”

life is a start, so I applaud it. And if

weekday 9-5. We’ll be glad to

to people around me, I could start

However, I was so struck

edition.
Simply email editor@

hear from you.

New Lower Price!
Gorgeous 6-bedroom, 6-bath
custom home with basement
in Tempe’s desirable Circle
G Ranch. Step into elegance!
Pecan wood oors, cedar doors,
gourmet kitchen with large
granite island and breakfast
bar. Split master bedroom
with sitting area. Outside is an
oasis with waterfall and play
pool, spa, misting system, kiva
replace, and built-in BBQ.
Insulated RV garage stores all
your toys.

SEARCH CURRENT INVENTORY AT

kweastvalleyhomes.com
Fun Year ‘Round!

Warner Estates Beauty
This house has everything!
Palatial 6-bedroom, 7-bathroom
custom estate on a lush lot.
Upscale gourmet kitchen
with granite island,
stainless steel appliances,
Sub-Zero, dual convection
ovens, wine chiller, compactor,
microwave drawer. Great Room
has beamed ceilings and wood
oor. Cozy master with stacked
stone replace. All secondary
bedrooms with in-suite or
adjoining baths. Spacious formal
dining room. Massive guest
suite. Game room with wet bar.
Basement has tons of storage
including cedar lined closet.
Gated Pool & Spa with Ramada.

Pristine 4-bedroom, 3-bath
home in the coveted Pecan
Grove Estates! Vaulted ceilings
and updated ooring. Eat-in
kitchen with island connects to
formal dining room for parties
and guests. Full nished
basement features family
entertainment room. Play pool
with waterfall and re pit
provides fun year-round.
Custom built-in shelves and
desk in ofce. Near great
schools!

Near Desert Breeze Park

Pristine Update on Oversized Lot

3-bedroom plus ofce home
with updated, neutral paint
and oors is move-in ready!
Open oor plan offers room
for a myriad of possibilities.
Kitchen is lled with only the
best - granite countertops and
island, stainless steel appliances,
gas stove, granite blacksplash.
Cherry wood oors. Granite
countertops in bathrooms.
Elegant slate replace from
oor to ceiling with custombuilt shelves in family room.
Split master bedroom opens
outside. Back yard offers
immaculate pool & water
feature.

This home is as good as it gets practically brand-new!
Completely remodeled with new
granite, new cabinets, new tile
ooring, new carpet, new paint,
and new appliances. Downstairs
master with fully-remodeled
master bath, huge secondary
bedrooms, one with walk-out deck
and Jack & Jill bath. Gorgeous
professionally landscaped 1/3 of
an acre with newly replastered
fenced pool, fruit-bearing citrus
trees. Within walking distance
to ASU Research Park. Perfect
interior private lot with great
views from deck.

kw

Resort Style, Convenient Living
If you like beautiful resort-style,
gated community living, this condo is for you! Perfectly located
in upscale north Scottsdale near
Kierland Commons & Scottsdale
Quarter for ne dining, shopping
and entertainment galore. Second
oor quiet location with serene
outdoor patio view of tree-lined
courtyard, close to pool. Spacious
bedrooms, each w/deluxe full
bath. Upgraded kitchen with
cherry wood cabinets and granite. Incredible amenities - tness
center, spas, Club House, and
even a coffee bar.

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY
EAST VALLEY

Katy Agnew

Patti Agnew

The Agnew Real Estate Team
Matching People with Homes & Homes with People

kweastvalleyhomes.com

480-776-5200

