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Neighborhood activist Matt Smith addresses Tempe City Council members regarding the controversy over the parcel of land on 
the southeast corner of McClintock Drive and Warner Road.

MCC’s EMT expansion draws kudos 

T H E  P L A C E  W E  C A L L  H O M E

 T E M P E  &  W E S T  C H A N D L E R

WRANGLER
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V O T E D  T H E  V A L L E Y ’ S  B E S T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R

Area neighbors 
drain hopes of 
oil-change-site 
proponents

Starting next spring, Tempe and West Chandler 
students planning careers as emergency medical 
technicians will have expanded EMT training 

available, thanks to a new schedule announced by 
academic planners at Mesa Community College.

Wyatt Bell, a Tempe resident and current MCC 
student who completed the program and EMT-Basic 
certification, hails the expansion.

“The MCC program is great,” he said, “with 
its encouraging, no-nonsense instructors, who’ve 
worked in the field and deliver real-life scenarios that 
always keep students interested and involved. The 
program is interactive, well-led and student focused.” 

As a previous first responder in the military, Bell 
said he has been inspired to go on and take the more 

Story and photo by Lee Shappell

Opponents of a proposed Valvoline oil-change 
facility at McClintock Drive and Warner Road 
won another rousing battle on Nov. 7 when 

the Tempe City Council unanimously denied an 
appeal by the property owner of an earlier slap-down 
by the city’s Development Review Commission.

On Sept. 24 the Use Permit and Development 
Plan Review were denied unanimously by the 
commission after an outpouring of opposition from 
neighbors.

Diversified Partners proposes the oil-change shop 
on the dirt lot at Alta Mira Plaza, on the southeastern 
corner of the intersection, formerly the longtime 
home of Shell service station. The new development 
would consist of a single-story building with three 
drive-through service bays. 

Disruptions mark hearing

The owners appealed the DRC commission’s 
decision, saying that their proposal meets every 
requirement.

With city fire inspectors at the door turning 
people away when the Tempe History Museum 
Community Room reached its 120-person capacity, 
neighbor after neighbor addressed the council to 
express displeasure with the plan.

Instead, the neighbors want a restaurant with 
patio dining on the site, similar to development a 
mile away at Rural and Warner that revitalized a 
former convenience-store space.

Further contributing to a raucous atmosphere was 
a large anti-police-brutality demonstration outside. 
Chants and speakers with bullhorns often disrupted 
proceedings inside.

Denial rationale questioned

Attorney Alexander Kolodin, representing the 
parcel’s owners, reminded the council that the 
property already is zoned for an oil-change facility 
and that it would have a positive impact on South 
Tempe, being less disruptive than a loud tire shop 
already in the center.

—  VALVOLINE, Page 6

Pilot program focuses on feral cats 
In response to requests Tempe officials say 

they have received from residents, a limited 
pilot program has been launched in four 

neighborhoods—Pepperwood, Kiwanis, Brentwood 
Cavalier and Tempe Gardens—to provide education, 
best-practice suggestions and colony management of 
feral cats.

The program, also aimed at reducing the negative 
impact such cats can have on a neighborhood, 
currently is open only to residents living in those 
specific areas, according to the report. 

For neighborhoods participating in the pilot 
initiative, local rescue organizations have agreed to 

provide trap-neuter-return, or TNR, services for the 
entire local colony.

In 2017, according to the announcement, a city 
agreement with Animal Defense League of Arizona 
created a Tempe-specific donation fund that included 
TNR programs.

The city’s report indicates 223 cats were 
processed through the TNR process; 236 were taken 
to clinics, 13 of them previously sterilized and one 
returned to its owner because it was microchipped.

Of the cats involved, the report listed 107 males and 116 

—  CATS, Page 9

—  MCC, Page 11
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5350 S. Lakeshore Drive, Tempe, AZ 85283 
480.756.0508    Watershedaz.com

Buy one lunch entree or app &
get the second one FREE, equal
or lesser value. Must purchase 2

beverages. 

FREE

Dine-in only. Not valid with other discounts or
offers. Limit 1 per table. Expires 12/6/19.

Now serving Lunch by the Lake! Tues-Fri 11am-3pm with Happy Hour All Day until 6pm
Open Mic Thursday     Live Music Friday     Sat/Sun Brunch     Boat Tours

NFL Sunday Ticket     Lakeside Dining     Event Venue     
 

Dog Day Afternoon at the Lake
Sunday, Dec. 1st, Noon to 5pm

Doggie Menu & Four Peaks Beer Specials

Survivor shares a sobering 
tale of Holocaust horrors

In an appearance at Kyrene del Cielo Elementary School, Holocaust survivor Oskar Knoblauch shared the story 
of his family’s survival amid war and hateful ideology.

Story & photo by Janie Magruder 

His talk was geared to 
meet the emotional 
maturity of fourth- and 

fifth-graders at Kyrene del 
Cielo Elementary who sat at 
his feet with rapt attention. 
There were no grisly photos of 
Holocaust victims, nor grim 
descriptions of their murders. 

But Oskar Knoblauch’s 
90-minute message about 
respect, goal setting, standing 
up for yourself and others—
smiling all the while—was 
sobering nonetheless, for 
the 150 students, staff and 
parents assembled at the West 
Chandler school. 

“The Holocaust was all 
around us, no matter where 
you went,” said Knoblauch, a 
German-born Jew who, at age 
11, fled to Poland in 1936 with 
his parents and two siblings. 

Two years later, the Nazis 
seized the boy’s new country, 
upending his life all over again. 

“You could have been in 
your apartment, and you go to 
work in the morning and come 
home in the evening, and half 
your family has disappeared, 
without cause or reason,” said 
the 93-year-old old Phoenix 
resident, author of A Boy’s 
Story—A Man’s Memory: 
Surviving the Holocaust, 1933-
1945. 

“You didn’t have to be in a 
camp to be in the Holocaust.”

Knoblauch’s appearance 
was tied to Cielo’s participation 
in No Place for Hate, a 
national student-run initiative 
sponsored by the Anti-
Defamation League. To be 
recognized as a designated 

—  HOLOCAUST, Page 10

How history shaped his future
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Call or 
Click

Need to buy or sell a home? Call LUCAS.
Trust the local experts with a proven track record of success.
We’ve sold more local homes over the past 25 years than anyone.  We know how to get the results you 

want.  No gimmicks.  No empty promises.  Just exceptional service and rock solid expertise earned from 

years of experience and thousands of homes sold.  It’s simple, when you want the best, call LUCAS.
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Story & photo by Joyce Coronel

Walking into the Tempe Public 
Library on an average Wednesday 
morning was less like a venture into a 
whispers-only sanctuary and more like 
a visit to a bustling community center. 

Two women seeking signatures 
for a petition, alongside a local 
organization that helps the homeless, 
were on hand—and that was before 
patrons even reached the front door. 

Just inside the entrance, Friends 
of Tempe Public Library operates a 
used bookstore. We’re not talking 
about a few dusty shelves of outdated 
books here. Vicki Linoff, who manages 
the enterprise, disabused Wrangler 
News of that notion immediately. 
The bookstore generates a whopping 
$100,000 in revenue each year. That 
includes online sales. 

“We carry about 5,000 titles,” 
Linoff says. “We try not to put 

anything on the shelf older than 2016.” 
With a crew of 55 volunteers, the 

bookstore is highly organized and 
stocked daily. Novels are shelved by 
author, non-fiction by category. 

Vicki Linoff, who helps run the used 
bookstore at Tempe Public Library, says 
most funds raised go to support the 
children’s section of the library. 

$100k annual 
sales boost 
success of Tempe 
library’s ‘Friends’

480.307.8050 / cagefreegrooming.com 
1840 E. Warner Road • Suite 117 • Tempe

 NE Corner of Warner and McClintock

$5 OFF  
Complete Groom
Expires 1.31.20 Coupon must  
be presented at time of service.

Are your little friends 
ready for the  

Holiday Season?
Plan The Pampering  

now and enjoy  
extended hours  

during December

—  LIBRARY, Page 11
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Offering Over 300 Products 
To Support Your Family’s Health

HEALTHY
THINK

Start your new lifestyle today.
Shop Online Now!

www.enzymeprocess.co
800.521.8669

50 Years of Leadership & Experience

“Staff’s reasons for recommending 
denial were that the proposed project 
did not meet approval of the criteria for 
the use permit and development plan 
review and did not conform with the 
Corona-South Tempe Character Area 
Plan,” Kolodin told the council, which 
was acting in a quasi-judicial capacity 
to hear the appeal.

“We don‘t believe that to be true. 
The truth of the matter is if this service 
shop does not meet the requirements 
of General Plan 2040 then no auto-
service shop ever again will be able to 
be built in the city of Tempe. My clients 
have made extreme efforts and bent 
over backward to try to accommodate 
the neighborhood, as well.”

Proposed use cited as ‘wrong space’

The proposed building would 
feature brick architecture, a heavily 
landscaped perimeter that includes 
trees that somewhat block the view 
of the building from the intersection, 
upgraded paving for pedestrian 
connections and a bush shelter.

“We reached out to no fewer than 
16 restaurant operators and they all 
said this was the wrong space for that 
use, and it makes perfect sense because 
the only traffic in that center is from a 
Discount Tire and Walgreens,” Kolodin 
said. 

“The owner even met with the 
managing director of The Vig and he 
said no way.”

Kolodin also pointed out that 
the site is not in a residential 
neighborhood. The intersection has 
four strip malls. 

“Not everywhere in Tempe needs to 
be Mill Avenue,” Kolodin said.

Neighborhood activist Matt 
Smith, who spearheaded opposition 
to the project, acknowledged that 
Diversified’s appeal to the council ”is 
reasonable.” He and other opponents, 
however, said that their objection 
is based on their vision for another 
use for the site. Most want the patio-
restaurant use, Smith said.

96.9% cited as opposed to plan

Smith pointed out that of 772 
respondents to the Development 
Review Commission’s request for 
neighborhood input, representing 11 
South Tempe neighborhoods in the 

85283 and 85284 ZIP codes, 96.9 
percent oppose the Valvoline plan. 

“I hear the appeal. I think their 
appeal is reasonable,” Smith said. 

“But I also have deep skepticism 
of some key points. You can’t dismiss 
the neighborhood as damaged goods 
because there’a a Plato’s Closet or a 
Zipps Sports Grill there because at the 
same time Valvoline can’t wait to have 
access to the demographic because it 
is one of the top three ZIP codes in the 
state,” Smith said.

“I’m also skeptical about the 
idea that we are stuck with this dirt 
lot. It was the tearing down of the 
existing structure that prompted 
this process that allowed neighbors 
to say, ‘Hey, this is what I’m looking 
for in my neighborhood. There are 
always partnerships that can be 
made to secure tenants, so to say 
all these restaurants are unwilling 
to touch south Tempe – I’m a little 
incredulous.”

Property owner Walt Brown 
emphasized that he followed every city 
procedure and met every city standard 
in his use request for the site, which he 
values at about $2.1 million.

“There is a lot of passion in this 
room,” Brown said. “I’ve invested 
in this corner because I like South 
Tempe. We’re very passionate about 
the site. We want to do the right thing. 
Valvoline is a 155-year-old company 
that decided through our negotiations 
to scrape the entire site, landscape 
it, hide this new building, agreed 100 
percent with city staff stipulations 
and then they didn’t put us on (City 
Council consent agenda) because of the 
neighbors. We understand it. 

“It’s amazing to me that the planner 
isn’t here tonight for some reason, so 
there is some stuff there that I think 
we need to talk about the facts. I can 
tell you we worked our butts off. Tried 
to do the right thing. We’re here hat in 
hand to try to convey that.”

In denying the appeal, Council 
members said they were moved by 
the overwhelming opposition of the 
neighborhood.

The appeal denial might not yet be 
the end, however. 

Brown could pursue legal action. 
Kolodin refused to speculate on 
whether any further action might 
be forthcoming, saying he was not 
authorized to divulge information.

Valvoline
From Page 3
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FOR FAST CONVENIENT TAKE OUT
ORDER ONLINE AT BABBOITALIAN.COM

Cannot be used with any other offers, discounts, or with the $6.99 
Spaghetti & Meatball Special. Limit one coupon per visit. Exp 12/31/19
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OFF5$
D I N E  I N  O R  T A K E  O U T

ALL DAY SPECIAL
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          Meatballs

LEARN

LEAD

ACHIEVE
Discover Kyrene
Showcase Nights in November and  

December at all Kyrene Schools

www.kyrene.org/discover   480-541-1000

L E A R N I N G.  L E A D I N G.  A C H I E V I N G.

Enrollment begins January 13
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DignityPhoenix.com

LAKESHORE
Mortuary

MESA

480-838-5639

MARIPOSA GARDENS
Memorial Park & Funeral Care

MESA

480-830-4422

MELCHER
Mortuary, Mission Chapel 

& Crematory

MESA

480-832-3500

VALLEY OF THE SUN
Mortuary & Cemetery

CHANDLER

480-895-9232

WHEN YOU PLAN AHEAD, you can design every detail of your 
own final tribute and provide your loved ones with true peace 
of mind. When you’re ready to get started, we’re here to help.

Planning ahead is simple. 
the benefits are immense. 

A sales person will be present with information and applications. 
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings, call (480) 808-5008, TTY 711. Plans are insured through 
UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated 
companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare 
contract and a Medicare-approved Part D sponsor. Enrollment in the 
plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.
Y0066_180221_023118 Accepted SPRJ40652

Stop by to explore your UnitedHealthcare® options and compare 
plan benefits. And when you’re ready, you can enroll with a local 
licensed sales representative on-site. 

(480) 808-5008, TTY 711

www.MyUHCagent.com/
carol.dulis

We’re here for you. 
Let’s talk.
Carol Dulis
Licensed Sales Representative
Carol Dulis Ins. Agency
1001 E Warner Rd., STE 101 
Tempe, AZ 85284
(1 block East of Rural Rd, Southside of Warner)

Shopping for a 
Medicare plan?

By Robyn Martinez 

Loneliness increasingly poses a challenge to 
older adults, a concern that’s being confronted by 
the Tempe Elementary School District’s Pen Pals for 
Seniors program.

Thanks an economic boost from Tempe 
Community Council’s first Connector Awards 
program, the district’s efforts to provide a platform 
for people coming forward with ideas to combat 
social isolation and loneliness now have some 
deserved recognition.

After applying and presenting her own idea, Amy 
Garza, a senior visual communication specialist 
and the district’s Pen Pals for Seniors founder, was 
awarded $5,000 to continue to grow and enhance the 
program. 

With the extra funds, Garza says she plans to 
focus on expanding the program to individuals 
who do not live in a senior center or who do not 
have access to a facility where a program like this is 
organized for them. 

The funds will also be used to purchase stamps 
and envelopes, funding field trips to connect the 
pen pals face-to-face and creating writer starter 
packs, kits of notecards, stamps, pens and pencils to 
encourage them to write letters. 

I am “so thankful to hear from people 
participating in the program that it has made an 

impact in their 
life. Receiving this 
award will allow 
this program to do 
more,” Garza said.

Though Garza 
asked for just over 
$3,000, committee 
members said they 
believed so much in 
what she was doing 
that they increased 
their contribution to 
$5,000. 

“Receiving more 
than I asked for 
was surprising, 
but was also a nice 
confirmation that 
what we are doing 
with this program is 
adding value to the 
community,” Garza  
said. 

In its third 
year, the program has pen pals from Arredondo 
Elementary, Hudson Elementary and Ward 
Traditional Academy. Westchester Senior Center, 

Oakwood Creative Care and Friendship Village are 
current participating senior centers, with Elmcroft 
Senior Living soon to be added. 

In the 2018-2019 school year, there were 172 pen 
pals (60 seniors and 112 students), with 800 letters 
exchanged. 

Garza said she and her late grandmother 
wrote letters back and forth for years, part of the 
inspiration behind the program. She is grateful to be 
carrying on her grandma’s legacy in Tempe through 
the program, she said.

“Every letter written, every letter opened and 
read, every interaction, every face-to-face meet-up 
means one less lonely, isolated senior or student in 
our community. This program has touched more 
lives than I ever imagined,” Garza said. 

“In many parts of the world, loneliness and social 
isolation are being considered a public health issue, 
and so many municipalities already know strong 
resilient communities are an effective way to tackle 
the issue,” Tempe Community Council said about the 
purpose of the Connector Award. 

Tempe Community Council is investing up to 
$50,000 to help bring ideas to preventing loneliness 
to reality. 

Information: tempeschools.org/penpals or  
amy.garza@tempeschools.org.

Founder’s program grows with a $5k grant
      Tempe Elem staffer uses pen-pal solution to help minimize seniors’ loneliness

Amy Garza, who helped develop 
the Pen Pals for Seniors program, 
was honored with the Tempe 
Connector award from Tempe 
Community Council.  
           — Photo by Gabrielle Dunton
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Stylish and innovative home modifications, as seen in these grab bars — one is part of the soap dish — are helping seniors stay safe at home. 
         — Photos courtesy Re-Bath and Kitchens

Viewing 
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Limit one coupon 
per table per day.

APPETIZERS

Nationwide, studies show that 14 percent of the 
population lives below the poverty line. In Tempe, 
that number increases to 21.34 percent.

The startling statistic provided motivation for 
members of Tempe Diablos to partner with St. 
Joseph the Worker, a non-profit whose mission is 
to assist homeless, low-income and disadvantaged 
others, to develop the Employment Heals Tempe 
program. 

Thanks to the program, say its planners, over 
130 disadvantaged job seekers have been connected 
with valued employment through the non-profit’s 
Mobile Success Unit, Arizona’s first transportable 
job-development office.

Diablos President Bill Ottinger said his group’s 
involvement in the program has been a perfect 
complement to its members’ community work.

“The Tempe Diablos are grateful for 
organizations such as St. Joseph the Worker and 
the invaluable contributions they make in our 
community,” said Ottinger. 

“Their work fits right into the heart and soul of 
the mission of Tempe Diablos Charities, which is 
to enhance the community of Tempe by supporting 
meaningful and lasting solutions that will change 
lives for the better.”

Grant applications for other community-
focused organizations are now being accepted by 
the Diablos through 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15.

SJW Executive Director Brent Downs was 
likewise pleased with the collaboration.

“With the support from Tempe Diablos, we are 
able to step in with our resources to help those who 
want a job but may not have the tools to get there,” 

said Downs. 
“Homeless and other at-risk job seekers often 

face daunting issues like not having a phone, 
mailing address or internet access.”

These limitations are addressed by the grants 
initiative, he noted.

“They may have limited work experience, 
insufficient funds for employment prerequisites 
and little or no access to childcare or 
transportation. This is where we come in and 
eliminate these barriers to give them a fair shot at 
employment.”

The organization’s (mobile unit) is designed 
to take employment supplies and resources to job 
seekers anywhere in the Valley and provide access 
to hundreds more men and women than would be 
possible otherwise, Downs said.

As a result, job seekers are provided with 
online and phone access, a computer lab, a mailing 
address, one-on-one employment-search support, 
job leads, employer referrals, resume development, 
mock interviews, professional clothing, hygiene 
items bus passes and more, Downs noted.  

Once jobs are secured, St. Joseph staff also 
provide needed uniforms, required work shoes, 
tools and financial assistance for professional 
certification/license fees. 

SJW has partnerships with over 83 agencies 
in the Valley, resulting in employment for nearly 
3,681 job seekers in fiscal year 2018/2019. 

The MSU is stationed monthly at the Tempe 
Public Library and at Tempe Community Action 
Agency, 2146 Apache Blvd. 

Information: sjwjobs.org.

females.
An online update on the 

TNR program says that Tempe 
residents have voiced concerns 
about outdoor cat colonies and 
the issues that arise as a result, 
including fighting, howling or 
spraying; animal waste; kittens; 
and attracting unwanted wildlife, 
among others.

The pilot TNR project TNR 
involves the humane capture of 
feral cats, followed by spaying and 
neutering, then returning them to 
the same place where they were 
captured.  

According to the city’s report, 
TNR is becoming recognized 
as the most effective approach 
to decreasing free-roaming 
cat populations. Because free-
roaming cats are sterilized in large 
numbers, the process is said to 
reduce the number of kittens born 
and, over time, diminish the size 
of a community’s free-roaming cat 
population.  

It also results in a decreased 
flow of cats and kittens to local 
shelters, helping to lessen 
overcrowding. In addition, they 
say, shelters save costs and staff 
time because fewer cats need to be 
housed, euthanized and disposed 
of afterward.  

An additional result of the 
city’s TNR program, say officials, 
is that cats are returned to 
their original territory rather 
than released in any location.
If placed in unfamiliar territory, 
free-roaming cats may try to go 
back to their established colony 
and become lost, they say. Also, 
releasing cats at a location 
where they will not necessarily 
be provided with ongoing care 
may be considered a form of 
abandonment. The city of Tempe 
will not be providing these 
services, but will refer all feral cat 
complaints to the ADLA nonprofit.  

Residents or businesses can 
donate to the Tempe-specific fund 
by contacting ADLA at 602-265-
7729, ext. 101, or clandwerth@
adlaz.org. 

For more information, contact 
Tempe 311 at 480-350-4311; visit 
www.tempe.gov/outdoorcats; or 
check out the ADLA website at 
adlaz.org/ 

To request assistance with 
TNR services, visit adlaz.org/spay-
neuter-hotline/outdoor-cats/new-
request-for-tnr-services/

For those wishing to ensure 
pets are microchipped if they 
spend time outdoors, the Humane 
Society provides the service 
at vaccination clinics for $20;  
Maricopa County Animal Control 
offers it at three Valley locations.

Cats . . . from Page 3Tempe Diablos join effort to help the homeless
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In Memoriam

Holocaust
From Page 4

partner, schools must host at least three events 
per year focusing on inclusion and anti-bullying, 
said Principal Tammy Thaete. Cielo’s club advisers, 
teachers Hope Massar and Lauren Stewart, helped 
students invite Knoblauch. 

“We need to share his personal story to help 
ensure the atrocities of the Holocaust never happen 
again,” Thaete said. “Hearing a firsthand account is 
extremely meaningful for students, and they tend to 
think about the message long after the presentation 
is over.”

Knoblauch’s early childhood was happily filled 
with school, play time, sports, friends and the love 
of family. His father Leopold was a World War I 
veteran who was self-employed, and his mother 
Ruzia was a homemaker. The couple raised their 
children to give “110 percent” to everything, to hate 
no one and be proud of their heritage.

As Adolf Hitler came into power with his poison 
messages of fear and hatred, Knoblauch was just 
finishing third grade. 

“The rhetoric started,” he said. Referring to the 
oft-quoted line that a lie told often enough becomes 
the truth, he noted: “Hitler and the Nazis were expert 
liars.”

Across Germany, free speech was threatened, 
books were burned and concentration camps were 
built, even as Hitler promised to “make Germany 

great again,” Knoblauch said.
 The boy was threatened by bullies many times, 

but he refused to beg or cower. Rather, he said, he 
stood tall, asserted his pride and smiled widely. 

Eventually, the bullying stopped. 
In 1936, the Knoblauchs fled Germany for Poland 

and, for a time, their life was fairly normal. “Poland 
was my proving ground,” he said. “I learned a lot, 
including to speak Polish, and I learned you can 
achieve anything you set your mind to.”

But when the Nazis occupied Poland, the family 
was forced into the Krakow Ghetto, where they 
lived in a tiny apartment without showers, heat or 
blankets and very little food. They faced hard labor 
and the constant fear of death.

Knoblauch’s parents pulled their children 
from school, and for 18 months they stayed in the 
apartment, except for Leopold, who rode his bicycle 
to work.

“A 10-year-old boy in a Nazi uniform said to my 
Dad, ‘Get off that bike, that bike is mine,’” he said. “A 
10-year-old boy had more power than a World War I 
veteran.” 

Knoblauch eventually went to work retrieving 
garbage from the streets of Krakow. He met various 
“upstanders,” other prisoners and even Nazi soldiers 
who stood up for the persecuted at great risk to 
themselves. They gave him bread for his family and 
kept him out of the Nazi death camps by persuading 
authorities to give him work. 

Not everyone was as fortunate, he noted, 
showing the Cielo community a photo of rail car in 
which Jews were transported to the horrific camps. 
The image brought a flood of emotions to parent 

Matthew Figueroa, who’s visited the Auschwitz camp 
in Poland, as well as the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. 

“Seeing the rail car was tough,” Figueroa said, 
turning to his fifth-grade daughter Sienna. “In the 
museum, you can walk through one and see the 
fingernail marks of people who were scratching to 
get out.”

Knoblauch’s dramatic memories were peppered 
with lessons that are as applicable today — to 
children and adults — as they were 80 years ago.

“Every day is a good morning, even if it’s cloudy 
or raining,” he said. 

“You can breathe, you are alive, and you realize 
that life is a gift. It was given to you, and you have to 
cherish it.”

Knoblauch emphasized the importance of words, 
that they matter, and he urged the students to always 
tell the truth. He encouraged them stand tall, be 
proud and keep a positive attitude. He reiterated 
the value of respect, of being an “upstander,” and of 
contemplating and setting high goals.

That resonated with Sienna Figueroa, who hopes 
to become an actor. 

“I feel like I want to take my goals and try harder 
in life,” she said. 

A special father-daughter moment happened 
when Knoblauch reminded the students to do their 
best because their parents won’t always be around to 
take care of them. 

“Sienna made eye contact with me when he said, 
‘I’m not going to be here forever,’’ said Figueroa, 
tears in his eyes. “I was just telling her that this 
morning.”

Enjoy an evening full 
of free family fun at 
Winterfest! Create 
unique holiday décor 
and crafts. Listen to 
holiday music while 
enjoying hot cocoa and 
cookie decorating. Make 
your own snow. Conclude 
the evening with a visit 
with Santa Claus.

Tempe Community Complex
3340 S. Rural Rd. 
(SW corner of Southern and Rural)

Friday, Dec. 6       5-7:30 p.m. 
Free Admission

tempe.gov/FamilyFun     480-350-5200   .
Community Services



WRANGLER NEWS  •  NOVEMBER 16 - DECEMBER 6,  2019  • PAGE 11

A MESSAGE TO 
OUR READERS:

Please note that this issue 
represents the start of the 
second scheduled break in 
our year-round every- 
other-Saturday  
publication calendar.

The next issue you read 
will be published on 
Saturday, Dec. 7 — just 
in time for pre-Christmas 
shopping.

See you then!

LET’S 
TOAST 
TO THE
DROP-
OUTS
CULINARYDROPOUT.COM                                                           CULINARYDROPOUT

PHOENIX SCOTTSDALE TEMPE GILBERT

“We get hundreds of books donated every 
day so we need a way to turn them over and 
keep them moving,” Linoff says. So where does 
she get all these tomes? 

Private citizens, retired people, ASU 
professors who no longer have room, people 
who are downsizing to a retirement home and 
a local used bookstore help keep the inventory 
flowing. Linoff acquired 40 boxes of art books 
from a former professor who was moving out 
of state. 

“Private individuals are real good 
mainstays,” Linoff noted. 

About 15 percent of the titles come from the 
library itself and include books that no longer 
get checked out or that the library has multiple 
copies of and no longer has room to shelve. 

A selection of books from the bookstore 
is also available in the Connections Café. The 
Barnes and Nobel/Starbucks vibe draws more 
than a few customers, including a contingent of 
regulars. “A brother and sister come here every 
week to play pinochle just to get out of the 
house,” Linoff says. “There’s a mystery book 
club that meets here too.”

An adjacent classroom hosts lectures on a 
wide range of topics and packs a crowd. 

Revenue from book sales sponsors the 
summer reading program and helps support 
the children’s section of the library housed in 
the basement. From new books to replace worn 
copies to updating the play area and adding 
a conference room, the funds are put to good 
use. 

But used book sales at Tempe Public 
Library weren’t always the steam engine they 
are today. Years ago they consisted of a little 
nook in the back where patrons were on their 
honor to leave a donation in the money box 
after choosing a book.  A few times a year, the 
volunteer charged with the operation held a 
large sale in the basement. 

Friends of Tempe Public Library came to 
be in 1980 and the bookstore opened in 1990.  
Linoff, who alongside her husband once owned 
and operated an antique and book store on Mill 
Avenue, is in her element at the helm of the 
library’s retail space. 

“I love it—I love books,” Linoff says. “You 
learn things you never knew about.” 

That includes what kind of books appeal to 
buyers. “Every day we never know what’s going 
to come in the door,” she notes. A medical book 
still encased in shrink wrap brought in $500 
that day. Three times a year, the store holds a 
bag sale. “We sell a bag full of books for $10 
and the last sale I think we sold 215 bags. So 
that’s a good boost.” 

The next bag sale takes place Thursday, 
Dec. 5 through Sunday Dec. 8. There is a limit 
of five bags per day. Each week Linoff pens a 
poem that goes out to her email subscribers 
and tells them about upcoming sales. 
“Whatever you can do to get people in the 
door,” she laughs. “There are people who look 
forward to reading the poem.” 

Information: tempefriends@yahoo.com. 

advanced pre-paramedic 
foundational courses and 
paramedic coursework, with 
his goal to get a job as a 
flight medic on emergency 
helicopter transport. 

MCC’s twice-weekly 
class will be held at its 
Red Mountain Campus, in 
addition to courses offered at 
its Southern and Dobson and 
Downtown Center campuses. 

The program leads 
Arizona in the number of 
EMT candidates it readies 
for National Registry 
of Emergency Medical 
Technician certification and 
in the number of candidates 
passing the exam on their first 
attempt. 

“The new (Red Mountain) 
facility is based on the best 
aspects of the EMT classroom 
and hands-on experiences 
used on the other campuses,” 
said Chris Burrows, EMT 

program director. 
“This expansion is part 

of MCC’s effort to locate 
medical programs to a new, 
1,646-square-foot facility 
being created by a renovation 
of Acacia Village building on 
the Red Mountain Campus.” 

Information: 480-
461-6309 or christopher.
burrows@mesacc.edu.

Library
From Page 5

MCC
From Page 3
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Tempe Preparatory
Academy
Middle School Information Night
For current 5th - 7th grade students & 
parents interested in attending Tempe Prep
Thursday, November 21st at 6:30 pm
1251 E. Southern Ave.
(Between Rural & McClintock)

18%
National Merit Scholars
(National Average 3%, 

5 year average)

$11M
College Scholarship Offers

(Class of 2019)

100%
College Acceptance Rate

Now Accepting Applications
2020-2021 School Year, Grades 6-12
Early Enrollment Ends December 15
Apply Now  480.839.3402  |  www.TempePrep.org

Ranked #1 in Arizona and #15 in the U.S.
  America’s Top High Schools 2016  America’s Top High Schools 2016

35%
TPA Graduates attend an 
Ivy League Institution or 
Out-of-State University

(Past 5 Years)

The Music Store
2630 West Baseline Road   ~   NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway

Sheet Music • Instruments

Lessons • Rentals • Repairs

Happy Thanksgiving!
www.the-music-store.com

(480) 831-9691

Monday, Dec. 2nd
6pm - 8pm

HOLIDAY THEMED
HOLIDAY LESSON

SPECIAL
$75 for 4 lessons (a $100 value!)

with one of our college-
educated instructors

(new students only)

Visit our website or stop
by for more information!

Mark your calendars
for our

UKULELE JAM NIGHT
& GET TOGETHER!

The holidays just got brighter with an offering of free 
holiday events at Tempe Center for the Arts. Movies, 
a holiday art boutique and a selection of newly 

announced shows await those looking for a joyous spread 
of entertaining holiday cheer.

Dec. 7, 4 p.m., free — A Christmas Story, humorous 
tale of Ralphie Parker and his Red Ryder air rifle, or at 
least his efforts to get it. Rated PG.

Dec. 14, 4 p.m., free — A Muppet’s Christmas Carol, in 
which Muppet characters retell the Charles Dickens classic, 
A Christmas Carol. Rated G.

DIVERSIONSBright holidays coming 
to Tempe arts center

Dec. 21, 4 p.m., free — Double feature: Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer, 1964 classic featuring a misfit 
reindeer and his friends as they look for a place that will 
accept them, rated G, and Elf — After discovering he is a 
human, a man raised as an elf at the North Pole decides to 
travel to New York City to locate his real father. Starring 
Will Ferrell (Buddy) and James Caan (Walter Hobbs). 
Rated PG.

Dec. 14 & 21, 3-9 p.m., free  — Shop the TCA Holiday 
Art Boutique and discover made-by-hand holiday 
ornaments and cards, stocking stuffers, fine and craft 
jewelry, glass and metal work, scarves and mosaics, created 

by local artists representing a collaboration with TCArt 
Shop.

Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m., $25, $35, $45 adult / $20 child (12 
and under) — Rhythmic Circus: Holiday Shuffle A wildly 
imaginative, “not-so-silent night” featuring a perfectly 
untraditional holiday experience for the entire family 
— four world-renowned hoofers and a swingin’ seven-
piece band inject the signature Rhythmic Circus style of 
rapid-fire tap into upbeat holiday classics. The troupe 
has performed its productions in more than 250 cities 
worldwide. Notable national performances include the 
Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., an extended off-
Broadway run at New York’s New Victory Theater, and the 
American reality television series America’s Got Talent.

Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m., $25, $35, $45 adult / $20 child (12 
and under); VoicePlay: Warm-Up Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m. 6 p.m. 
pre-show reception included with ticket — The enormously 
entertaining five-piece a cappella group VoicePlay brings 
magic to the season with its unique sound. With creative 
twists on holiday classics, inventive renditions of modern 
hits and imaginative and hilarious theatrics using nothing 
but the human voice, VoicePlay rocks the house with an 
explosion of holiday fun and the promise of an evening 
filled with harmony, humor and heart.

Additional holiday programming available at TCA, for tickets 
visit tempecenterforthearts.com/holiday or call 480-350-2822.

Dec. 2 —Tempe Symphony Orchestra – Holiday Concert 7:30 
p.m., free.
Dec. 3 — Performance with a View: ASU Saxophone Studio 10 
a.m., free.
Dec. 5 — Arizona Wind Symphony: ‘Tis the Season Holiday Con-
cert 7:00 pm | $12 & $15
Mike Massé in concert 7:30 p.m., $30.
Dec. 5 — Flat 9 Entertainment: Phoenix Amplified Jazz Experi-
ence presents Ken Ford
8 p.m., $40.
Dec. 8 — Hayden’s Ferry Chamber Music Series: Jasper Quartet 
2:30 p.m., $30 adults, $10 students.
Dec. 13 — Tempe Comedy Series: Jonathon Gregory and special 
guests 7:30 p.m., $10-$25.
Dec. 20 — EDGE: When I Fell in Love with Black Women: Holiday 
Edition 6-7:30 p.m., free| Tempe Comedy Series: Class Clowns, 
7:30 p.m., $10-$25.

Information: tempecenterforthearts.com or Facebook: @tem-
pecenterforthearts . Twitter & Instagram: @tempearts.

Non-verbal strategies 
topic at Chamber fete

Developing skills in reading non-verbal 
communication, both in the workplace and with friends 
and family members, is the focus on a training seminar 
coming to the Chandler Chamber of Commerce on 
Tuesday, Nov. 19.

The program is designed to provide practical 
techniques, tools and strategies for understanding and 
using non-verbal communication for the highest impact 
and effectiveness. 

Guests will hear tips on how to become a respected, 
influential and successful communicator, whether 
attending as a new or a seasoned leader.

Premise of the program is that the degree of career 
success one enjoys is virtually dictated by their skills in 
communicating with others on the job.

Objectives of the session include developing skills in 
reading non-verbal “tells” both in the workplace and with 
friends and family members; recognizing the limbic system 
and its role in non-verbal communication; dispelling 
the myth of “fight or flight;” spotting deception in any 
situation; and increasing positive communication designed 
to hit the mark every time.

Information: 480-963-4571.



WRANGLER NEWS  •  NOVEMBER 16 - DECEMBER 6,  2019  • PAGE 13

Friday Night Live, 
Friday night fun

Members of Black Beards 
Delight band electrified the 

crowd as they took to the 
stage in Downtown Chandler 

for the premier of Friday 
Night Live, a new concert 

series that takes place the 
third Friday of every month, 

October through May at 
Dr. A.J. Chandler Park; the 
outdoor event drew many 

participants, such as the 
young family that settled 

in for a picnic and evening 
of music; other attractions, 

including a colorfully 
attired face-painter, also 

drew attention; from 
folding chairs to blankets, 

Downtown Chandler was the 
place to be for the first-ever 

Friday Night Live.

Photo feature by 
Billy Hardiman 

for Wrangler News 



WRANGLER NEWS  •  NOVEMBER 16 - DECEMBER 6,  2019  • PAGE 14

During the time I was a young reporter in L.A., I was 
assigned to cover two fires of historical proportion, one the 
disastrous Bel Air conflagration in 1961 that incinerated 
almost 500 luxury homes, the other four years later during 
the Watts riots that destroyed stores and changed thousands 
of lives.

At a wildfire of less intensity but equal peril in the South 
Bay area of Los Angeles County, I remember being among a 
group of reporters, photographers—and firefighters—who at 
least momentarily feared we might not be able to outrace the 
searing flames that had managed to surround us.

Luckily, the only loss was a fire truck that no one was able 
to salvage as we made our last-minute escape.

So my respect for fire of uncontrolled fury remains, even 
though advances in fire protection and fire readiness have 
greatly minimized the frequency and likelihood of similar 
disasters today.

Dropping by the opening ceremonies of Tempe’s new 
Fire Station No. 7, on McClintock Drive just north of Warner 
Road, I couldn’t help but realize how glad I am—not just for 
me but for those in nearby neighborhoods—that the response 
time of skilled, dedicated firefighters will now be faster than 
ever before.

Many of us know, of course, that some residents were 
opposed to the decision to use portions of a beloved city 
park as a site for the new station, feeling that they had every 
right to assert their early assumption—in fact, some felt it 
was a promise—that the open, grassy acreage adjoining their 
neighborhood would remain “their” park into perpetuity.

While those objections were being voiced, both before 
and after construction started, our office complex, directly 
across from GoDaddy, continued to be visited regularly by 
firefighters from a city of Chandler station that, as a result of 
longstanding mutual-aid agreements, were closer than those 
at the nearest Tempe station.

Mutual-aid agreements, in case you might not know, 
provide that firefighter/paramedic crews can be dispatched 
from whichever fire station is most closely available. That 
means, for example, that responders from Chandler can 
receive the order when a crew from the nearest Tempe 
station, either the one on Elliot Road west of Rural or the 
other on McClintock Drive south of Baseline, is on a call or 
otherwise previously assigned.

Simply said, in urgent situations, no one argues about 
what any local bureaucracy might have to say about whose 
responsibility it is to save lives and property.

As mentioned earlier, we observe regularly the arrival of 
Chandler-based emergency crews when a call comes for help 
from the kidney dialysis center in our Warner Century Plaza 
complex. We saw the same non-jurisdictional dedication 
to duty a year or so ago when a Ferrari sports car careened 
into our parking lot, smoke billowing from its mid-mounted 
engine and within seconds exploding into flames that left it a 
smoldering pile of carbon-fiber rubble.

While we are pleased—delighted, even—to now have our 
city of Tempe fire crews less than a mile away, we think it’s 
important to extend thanks to those in neighboring West 
Chandler who, without ever considering whose job it was, 
were ready and willing to provide their property- and life-
saving heroics without expecting any words of appreciation.

So now, belatedly, we say thank you Chandler...we wish 
we had said it earlier. 

Don Kirkland

New Station #7 
evokes memories
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COVER PHOTO
The opening ceremony for Tempe’s 

Fire Station #7 drew about 200 area 
residents as well as Tempe Mayor 

Mark Mitchell, shown bumping fists 
with the day’s smallest firefighter, 

young Christopher Collins. 
Also pictured, from left, Vice Mayor 

Lauren Kuby, Councilmember 
Joel Navarro and State Rep. 
Jennifer Jermaine, Dist. 18.

PHOTO SPREAD
The ceremonial ribbon cutting 

got underway; a young boy gets a 
better view sitting atop someone’s 
shoulders; a child explores the new 
playground equipment at adjacent 
Estrada Park; a young boy and his 

family check out the fire truck 
parked at the new station. 
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Come by Saba’s and check out our  
exciting store! Unique and fun gifts, 

 jewelry, leather belts, wallets and purses.  
Thank you to all our many friends for 
over 92 years in Downtown Chandler.  

                        — Davey Saba

Wrangler Cowboy Cuts 
Black, gray or tan 

20% off regular price,
On sale for $34.99 (regular price $42.99)

Saba’s of Chandler 
In Downtown Chandler for over 90 Years!

67 W. Boston St. Chandler 85225 

480-963-4496
sabasofchandler.com

OPEN BLACK FRIDAY NOV. 29, 10 a.m.— 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 1, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

  

20% OFF 
Sports Coats

Visa | Master Card | American Express  

$25 OFF Any Pair  
Men’s or Ladies Boots  

from our 
Huge Inventory 

USE THIS COUPON

With Alex Zener

SPORTS
All area high schools accepted in 
new AIA open-division playoffs 
All four Tempe high schools made 

it into the state football playoffs, 
three with the help of the new Open 

Division championship playoff tournament 
voted into place last January by the Arizona 
Interscholastic Association Executive 
Board.

Basically, how it works is that during 
the regular season, all high school teams 
played as usual in their assigned division. 
At the end of the regular season, a 
combination of eight top teams in the big-
school conferences were chosen from the 
4A, 5A and 6A divisions to play in the Open 
Division Championship.

A computer-generated ranking system 
was used to determine the top eight 4A 
through 6A Arizona high school teams to 
play in the Open Division playoffs instead 
of in their originally designated division.

The team who wins the Open Division 
playoffs will be considered the overall 

Arizona State Champion.
Each 4A through 6A division still 

has a 16-team playoff tournament with a 
Conference Champion named at the end 
but the shift of eight teams into the Open 
Division playoff tournament opened the 
door for eight teams who would normally 
not have made the playoffs, to play in the 
post season.

Corona, for instance, benefitted 
from the Open Division when four 6A 
teams, Chandler, Pinnacle, Hamilton and 
Chaparral, were selected to play in the 
Open Division Championship playoffs 
resulting in the Aztecs being the No. 16 
seed.

McClintock moved up two places, to 
No. 11, in the 5A playoffs because only 
Centennial and Horizon advanced to the 
Open Division while Marcos de Niza and 
Tempe High School moved up to take 
over the No. 14 and No. 15 playoff spot, 

respectively, in the 4A Division when 
Saguaro and Salpointe Catholic advanced to 
the Open Division.

Corona Football

It took a tremendous double overtime, 
34-33, victory over cross-district rival 
Mountain Pointe on Nov. 1 to give the 
Aztecs a shot at their first post-season 
game since 2015 when they were classified 
as Division II for one season and lost to 
Marcos de Niza in the first round.

Otherwise, the double overtime win 
against Mountain Pointe resulted in 
qualifying the Aztecs for their first playoff 
game in over 10 years and was one well-
deserved by the Aztec team and their fans.

The game against Mountain Pointe was 
a tight one with both teams tied at the end 
of each of the first four quarters and first 
overtime.

After Jake Schmitt returned a fumble 
to score a Corona touchdown, the rest of 
the scoring came in the second half when 
the Aztecs and Pride were tied at 7-7 
entering the third quarter. 

Corona scored first in the second half to 
go up 14-7 with around nine minutes to go 
in the third quarter.

The Pride quickly scored their own 
touchdown to tie the score at 14-14 midway 
through the third quarter.

With both teams pushing to score, 
Corona’s senior defensive back Tyson 
McLain intercepted a Mountain Pointe 
pass with four minutes to go in the third 

quarter.
Unfortunately, Corona’s offense did 

not have much time to capitalize on 
the turnover before Mountain Pointe 
turned around and, almost immediately, 
intercepted an errant Aztec pass.

Still tied at 14-14 with less than four 
minutes to go in the fourth quarter, the 
Aztecs stopped Mountain Pointe on the 
26-yard line forcing the Pride to attempt 
more than a 40-yard field goal which they 
missed turning the ball over to the Aztecs 
on downs.

The Aztecs took advantage of the 
momentum to move the ball down the field 
to their own 38-yard line before the two-
minute warning sounded.

With less than a minute to go, Anyale 
Velazquez completed a pass to Quade 
Swearingen for a touchdown but a 
missed PAT put the Aztecs up 20-14 with 
under a minute left in the game. Enough 
time, apparently, for the Pride to score a 
touchdown and attempt to win the game on 
the PAT.

Mountain Pointe was able to not only 
survive a fourth down on their own 45-yard 
line trailing 20-14 with less than a minute 
to play, but also managed to complete a 
pass for a touchdown and possibly their 
only second win of the season.

With the game on the line, Mountain 
Pointe missed their PAT sending the game 
into overtime.

To add to the drama, the lights went out 
and it took 20 minutes to get them back on 
and continue the game.

The Aztecs, who had the ball first, 
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I’ll Set You Up 
in a Perfect Home MLSREALTOR

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

©

Makalie Pintus

Call Kris
For All Your

Real Estate Needs

602-620-7480
355 E. Germann Rd.
Gilbert, AZ 85297

scored on a passing touchdown and PAT to go up 27-20.
Mountain Pointe, on their possession, completed a five-

yard pass to score a touchdown on fourth down. The Pride 
tied the game at 27-27 with a successful PAT sending the 
game into the second overtime.

Mountain Pointe got the ball first and scored a rushing 
touchdown but missed the PAT kick to go up 33-27.

The Aztecs came back with their own rushing 
touchdown to tie the game at 33-33.

Jazzy Schineller made her fourth PAT to help 
Corona win their last regular season game, 34-33, and 
make it into the first round of the 6A playoffs.

It was a great game for senior night and one the team 
and fans will remember until next season.

Corona’s offense played well. Swearingen completed 
14 out of 31 passes for 156 yards and Velazquez completed 
just one pass but it was a 40-yard pass to Swearingen for a 
touchdown making Swearingen the leading receiver on the 
team.

Swearingen used a total of seven receivers to catch his 
passes including Eric Blackwell who caught four passes 
for 48 yards and one touchdown and Schmitt who caught 
four passes for 47 yards.

The other five receivers included junior Mitchell 
Coakley who caught one pass for 17 yards. Eric Brice 
caught two passes for a total of 18 yards, Bryce Douglass 
one pass for 12 yards, Jack Farley one pass for 10 yards 
and Velazquez one pass for four yards.

Velazquez was the leading rusher on the team with 21 
carries for a total of 64 yards and one touchdown. 

Corona scored five touchdowns against the Pride. Two 
rushing touchdowns, one by Velazquez and one by junior 
Scott Musgrave and two receiving touchdowns. one by 
Eric Blackwell and one by Swearingen. One touchdown 
after a recovered fumble by Schmitt.

Senior Jean Boyd III had a kick-off return for 61 
yards. Sophomore kicker Jeff Lambert averaged 35.5 
yards on his four kickoffs and Velazquez punted the ball 
three times for an average of 23.7 yards per punt.

Corona’s special teams may not have been as successful 
kicking punts and extra points without the specialist skills 
of senior long-snapper Jack Bullard who broke his foot 
early in the Mountain Point game but continued to play as 
the Aztecs’ long-snapper for every kick, including the game 
winning PAT. 

On defense, Miles Sheppard, Schmitt and Alex 
Rafalski led the team in tackles. Sheppard had four solo 
and eight assisted tackles for a total of 12 tackles while 
Schmitt four solo and six assisted for a total of 10 tackles. 
Rafalski had four solo and five assisted for a total of nine 
tackles.

Senior defensive lineman Alden Moody sacked the 
Pride quarterback one time and junior Tudor Georgescu 
was credited with one quarterback sack and one blocked 
punt against Mountain Pointe.

Unfortunately, as the No. 16 seed, the Aztecs played 
and lost at No. 1 seed, Red Mountain, 43 to 14 on Nov. 8 as 
part of the 2019 AIA State Football 6A Championships.

Highlights included Swearingen completing 18 for 31 
passes for a total of 168 yards and one touchdown while 
senior Issam Zrek completed two out of four passes for 
31 yards and one touchdown.

Blackwell caught one pass for a touchdown and Schmitt 
caught the other. Brice scored two points with a rushing 
conversion after the second touchdown.

On defense, senior defensive back Demetrius Rock 
led the team in solo blocks with five.

Corona finished the 2019 season 4-7, 2-3 in their 
section, ranked No. 19 in the 6A Conference. 

Swimming & Diving State Tournament Results

Corona had 21 swimmers qualify for and compete in 
the Division I state tournament held Nov 7-8 the Kino 
Aquatics Center in Mesa where the girls team finished 14th 
out of 22 schools and the boys team placed 18th out of 24 
schools.

The top individual finisher on the girls team was 
sophomore Samantha Arredondo who took sixth 
place in the 100-yard freestyle race and ninth place in the 
50-yard freestyle race.

“Samantha will be honored at the Tempe All-City 
banquet for winning the 100-yard freestyle event at the 
Tempe All-City meet on Oct. 31,” said Corona’s head coach 
Ron Musgrave. The girls had relay teams finish in the 
top 15 spots, including the 200-yard freestyle team with 
Aspen Smith, Kirsten Marquis, Hannah Latto and 
Arredondo, who finished in 9th place at 1:42:12.

The 200-yard medley relay team of Daytona Duggan, 
Hannah Latto, Smith and Arredondo took 15th place 
with a time of 1:57.17.

Duggan, a freshman, qualified and competed in the 
preliminaries in the 200-yard individual medley and the 
100-yard backstroke.

Smith, a senior captain, qualified for and competed 
in the preliminaries in the 200-yard freestyle and the 
100-yard butterfly while fellow senior, Emma Stewart 
qualified for and swam in the 100-yard butterfly 
preliminaries.

Lauren Swindler competed in the 500-yard freestyle 
preliminaries while Dalee Higgins and Sofia Magana 
qualified in the girls diving event.

The Aztecs top individual finisher for the boys team 
was senior Tres Walker who finished sixth with 405.20 
points in the diving event at state.

“Tres is one of our senior team captions,” said 
Musgrave. “He won the diving event at the Tempe All-City 
meet.”

Sophomore Cedric Brooking placed 13th in the boys 
200-yard individual medley race.

“Cedric had a great season,” said Musgrave. “Besides 
swimming the 200-yard individual medley race, he had 
an opportunity to swim in a second individual race, the 
100-yard breaststroke where he tied for 16th place. He 

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER
8747 S. Priest Drive |  Suite 101, Tempe

NMLS # 175156  Banker # 911294

Alexa Dedrick • Mortgage Specialist
alexa@azms.net  480-235-1496

NMLS# 580685

Fred Christman • Mortgage Specialist
fred@azms.net  480-905-1888

NMLS# 175379

OUR GOAL IS HELPING YOU ACHIEVE YOURS

Over 20 years in business   /   Located in your neighborhood.

— Continued on Page 19
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Medicare Health Plan Specialist
Call Roberta Robenstine

480.201.3527 TTY:711
robertarobenstine@gmail.com

8am-5pm
Licensed agent

* Medicare Approved Plans for 
Diabetes

* Low Cost Brand Name Insulin
* Low Cost for Primary Care visits, 

Urgent Care (nationwide)
* Labs & X-ray, Routine and 

Medically Needed Podiatry
* Diabetic Shoes/Inserts
* Unlimited Transportation
* And Much, Much More!

Is Saving Money Important to You?
Is Having a Medicare Plan that Focuses on 
You and Your Health by using a 
Team Approach Important to You? 

If so, call Roberta for a no-obligation 
Medicare review to learn about the below 
benefits and much, much more!

For some, committing to four years in the classroom just isn’t an option. 
That’s why Mesa Community College offers a number of flexible, short-term 

programs designed to land you a good job with a good paycheck to match. 

Enroll Now for Spring Classes
¾ Affordable tuition

¾ Online programs with zero textbook costs 

¾ Assistance with paying for college

¾ Short-term career programs

¾ Easy university transfer pathways

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with 
disabilities. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or 
national origin. A lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in the career and technical education programs of the District.

The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities.  
For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed coordinator:  (480) 731-8499.  For additional information, as well as a listing of all 
coordinators within the Maricopa College system, visit http://www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

Southern and Dobson Campus 1833 West Southern Ave, Mesa, AZ 85202  ¾ 480-461-7000 
Red Mountain Campus 7110 East McKellips Road, Mesa, AZ 85207  ¾ 480-654-7200  ¾ mesacc.edu

Affordable degrees and 
certificates close to home

Don’t delay your education any longer!  Make it happen at MCC.
Talk to an advisor today about spring enrollment at mesacc.edu/ask-advisor
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Jackson White Law 

Arizona Medicare 

Covenant Home Health

The Doctor Is In

Aviant Hospice 

& many more

 

 

 

 

Walk-ins welcome. Appointments encouraged.

To pre-register, please visit: redcrossblood.org 

and enter Sponsor Keyword: Westchester 

or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

 

 

SENIOR FAIR &

BLOOD DRIVE

WESTCHESTER SENIOR LIVING

YOU'RE INVITED TO A SPECIAL EVENT

Wednesday, Dec. 11th, 2019

2 pm - 7 pm | Fiesta Room

6100 South Rural Rd. 

Tempe, AZ 85283

Wide variety of exhibitor booths featuring 

resources and products for seniors, their families & friends:

 

 

westchesterseniorliving.org | (480) 831-8660

WESTCHESTER SENIOR LIVING

A Volunteers of America Senior Living and Care Community

unfortunately lost in the rare swim-off 
race, even though he swam a good race 
but was out-touched at the finish line and, 
therefore, finished in 17th place.”

Freshman Colin Campbell finished 
in 14th place and fellow freshman Reed 
Lucero took 16th place in the 100-yard 
breaststroke. Both also qualified for and 
swam in the 200-yard individual medley 
preliminary race.

“Colin made a courageous comeback 
from shoulder tendonitis, which limited his 
training for nearly two months during the 
season,” said Musgrave. “We are hoping for 
a pain-free 2020 and have high hopes for 
his success next year and beyond.”

“Likewise, Reed, a training friend 
of Colin’s, also suffered with shoulder 
tendonitis for six weeks this season,” said 
Musgrave. “He performed quite well this 
season, as well, despite his limitations.”

The Aztecs 200-yard freestyle relay 
team of JJ Ragsdale, Joel Valdes, Jack 
Miller and Lukas Floyd finished in 12th 
place with a time of 1:33.28 at the state 
meet.

Five other members of Corona’s boys 
team qualified for and competed in the 
preliminaries but did not finish high 
enough to swim in the finals.

Miller, one of our senior captains, 
qualified in the 100-yard freestyle, the 100-
yard backstroke and the 50-yard freestyle.

“Jack, as one of our senior captains, was 
very supportive of the 200-yard medley 
and 200-yard freestyle relay teams,” said 
Musgrave.

“Jacob Flores was another senior 
captain who, as a distance freestyler, 
swam in the 500-yard freestyle event,” 
said Musgrave. “He won his heat in the 
preliminaries and finished 22nd overall.”

“Senior Carter Janssen swam in the 
100-yard butterfly and swam that same 
stroke in the 200-yard medley relay. He 
was also on our 400-yard freestyle relay 
team,” said Musgrave.

Erica Herrera qualified for the state 
meet and swam the 500-yard freestyle 
and the 100-yard breaststroke in the 
preliminaries.

Elijah Stewart qualified in the diving 
event from Corona.

Marcos de Niza Swim and Dive Team

The Padres had the boys 200-yard 
medley relay team of senior Ethan 
Arroyo, junior Hayden Porter, 

sophomore Corbin Bray and freshman 
Sam Supriyasilp qualify for and compete 
in the Division II AIA Swim and Dive State 
Championship preliminaries held Nov. 7 at 
Skyline Aquatic Center in Mesa.

It has been several years since Marcos 
has had swimmers compete at the state 
level so the team was hoping to place high 
enough in the preliminaries to qualify for 
the finals on Nov. 8.

Unfortunately, the team finished with 
a time of 1:48.77 which was much faster 
than their seeding time of 1:49.67 but just 
outside the window to qualify as one of the 
top 16 teams to compete in the finals.

The team made the alternate list but 
was not called upon to compete in the 
finals.

Two members of the 200-yard medley 
relay team also qualified for individual 
events at the state meet.

Bray quailed for the 100-yard butterfly 
preliminaries as the first alternate and 
was selected to swim. He finished the 
preliminary race with a time of 00:59.26 
which was a personal best for him but not 
fast enough for him to qualify to swim in 
the finals the next day.

Supriyaslip swam in the 200-yard 
individual medley preliminary race and 
finished with a time of 2:10.47 which was 
not fast enough to swim in the finals.

Freshman Michael Flaherty qualified 
in the diving event but did not make it into 
the final dives.

Corona Volleyball
Corona’s girls volleyball team finished 

the 2019 season with a 34-9 overall and 
9-1 section record making it all the way 
to the semifinals of the AIA 6A State 
Championships as the No. 2 seed before 
losing in the semifinals on Nov. 9 to Basha, 
the No. 3 seed in straight sets, 25-12, 25-15 
and 25-19.

The Bears came out swinging and the 
Aztecs looked to be caught on their heels 
and never seems to be have an answer or 
be able to recover enough to put together 
much of an attack.

Corona was led in kills by senior outside 
hitter Mady Noble who had eight kills 
while fellow senior outside hitter Nicole 

Newlin had four kills compared to 
the Bears two hitters, one a recent 
transfer, who put down 13 kills on 
24 attempts hitting .375 while her 
senior teammate hit .409 with 11 
kills on 22 attempts.

Senior Morgan McNulty was 
credited with two kills in only two 
sets while junior opposite hitter 
Anna Jackson had four kills.

The team, overall, had eight 
block assists. Two each by senior 
middle blocker Sadie McRae, 
sophomore Anita Babic and 
freshman Ella Lomigora then one 
each by McNulty and Jackson.

Sophomore setter Babic had 
16 assists and one service ace while senior 
setter Ashley Hayden had the other 
service ace.

Senior libero, Becca Morse, led the 
team, as usual, in digs with 11 digs.

Coach Joe Sverev, Sam Supriyaslip (Fr., Backstroke),  
Ethan Arroyo (Sr, Freestyle) Hayden Porter (Jr., Breast-
stroke), Corbin Bray (So., Butterfly) and Eli Allen (Sr.,  
Alternate.)                                          — Photo courtesy Ryan Bray
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By M.V. Moorhead

For nearly 20 years, it’s been a 
Thanksgiving tradition in our house, 
once the massive portions of food have 
been ingested and we’ve collapsed 
on the couch, to watch the 2000 film 
What’s Cooking? 

It’s an ensemble piece, set on 
Thanksgiving in L.A.’s Fairfax 
neighborhood, which cuts between four 
families of different racial and ethnic 
backgrounds—Vietnamese, Hispanic, 
African-American and Jewish—as they 
prepare the big dinner and navigate 
family drama and revelations. 

Funny, sweet and poignant, the 
movie is at least as refreshing and 
meaningful now as it was when it was 
made.

What’s Cooking? was directed and 
co-written by Gurinder Chadha, a 
Kenyan-born Brit of Indian descent. 
Needless to say, cultural diversity is 
a recurrent theme in her work. This 
year, on Tuesday, Nov. 19, another film 
directed by Chadha will be released 
on video: Blinded by the Light, an 
exuberant coming-of-age comedy-
drama-musical set in Luton, England.

Based on the youth of writer Sarfraz 
Manzoor, it’s the story of teenage boy, 
Javed (Viviek Kalra), in a traditional 
British-Pakistani family in the ‘80s 
who was inspired to a career as a writer 
through his enthusiasm for the lyrics of 
Bruce Springsteen. 

Despite the film’s modest budget, 
Springsteen allowed the filmmakers to 
use his music, and Chadha ingeniously 
turned the Jersey legend’s work into 
the soundtrack for a Brit adolescence.

I had the chance to chat with 
Chadha when she visited the Valley 
recently in connection with the 
release of Blinded by the Light, and 
she described the balancing act of her 
directorial approach:

“I’ve always worked with music 
a lot in my films; I love music. The 
challenge here was in making a film 
about a writer, and making that 
cinematic. But at the same time I had 
a big responsibility to Bruce, not only 
because he gave me carte blanche 
on his catalog, but also because all 
those songs mean something to him, 
and Bruce fans. So my challenge was 
to direct a movie where I used the 
music so that it stood up to what the 
intention was of the songs in the first 
place, so I didn’t disappoint Bruce, and 
didn’t disappoint Bruce fans. But at 

the same there are a lot of people who 
aren’t Bruce fans, so I had to make 
sure it wasn’t just about the music.”

Even though she was there to talk 
about Blinded by the Light, I couldn’t 
resist asking Chadha about the scene 
in What’s Cooking? that brings tears 
to my eyes every year, when we hear 
an a cappella version of the Beach 
Boys song “Wouldn’t it Be Nice?”; in 
the movie’s context the lyrics take on 
an unexpectedly moving, emotional 
cultural resonance. Said Chadha:

“I found that version, and I really 
wanted to play it at the end of the 
movie. Everyone was like, it’s never 
going to happen. You’re not going to 
be able to afford a Beach Boys track. 
You’ll have to get permission from 
Brian Wilson…so I wrote him a letter, 
based on what my movie was about, 
what I was trying to do. I was trying 
to show different communities in L.A. 
Movies show people not getting on; I 
saw people getting on around me in 
L.A. It was my first time in L.A., and I 
saw that and I was struck by that. The 
letter went out as a fax, and everyone 
was like, you’d better have a Plan B, 
and blow me down, I think it was like 
an hour later, not even a day, we got a 
fax back saying sure, she can use it. It 
was incredible. It turned out he’s from 
L.A., and he really liked the sentiment.”

It seems like a Thanksgiving 
showbiz miracle, but the current 
Chadha project experienced a similar 
generosity; notes Chadha: 

“The way that Brian responded to 
my letter was similar to the way we got 
permission from Bruce on Blinded the 
Light.”

If you’re looking for a pleasant 
after-dinner Thanksgiving video double 
feature, What’s Cooking? and Blinded 
by the Light might just leave you 
thankful.

October - May
Saturdays

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
 
 
 
 
 

 

DowntownChandler.org/FarmersMarket

Dr. A.J. Chandler Park West

Dozens of local vendors + free
Yoga in the Park at 10 a.m.

More DIVERSIONS
L.A.’s Fairfax district was home 
to epic Thanksgiving Day film 
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VOICEPLAY: WARM UP

DEC 21

RHYTHMIC CIRCUS:
HOLIDAY SHUFFLE

DEC 14

D E C E M B E R

@

tempecenterforthearts.com/holiday

A cappella, hilarious theatrics and a 
creative twist on holiday classics.

Tap and a swingin' seven-piece band.

D E C  7
A CHRISTMAS
STORY
4  P M  |  F R E E

D E C  1 4
M U P P E T
C H R I S T M A S
4  P M  |  F R E E

D E C  2 1
R U D O L F  
FOLLOWED BY 
E L F
4  P M  |  F R E E

D O U B L E   
F E AT U R E

H O L I D AY
M O V I E S

Holiday Art Boutique
DEC 14 & 21 | 3 PM - 9 PM

Shop local at the
holiday art boutique.

T C A  P R E S E N T S

T C A  P R E S E N T S

Valley real estate entrepreneur Michael Pollack 
plans to bring a first-of-its-kind celebration to town 
Dec. 6, 7 and 8 when Pollack Tempe Cinemas hosts 
the first annual Asian International Film Festival 
Arizona.

Award-winning and acclaimed films from 10 
Asian countries will be screened, including the 
opening-night presentation of Dark is the Night.

In addition the showing of this film from 
the Philippines, introduction of its director and 
three of the actors is also anticipated. Similarly, 
actors and directors from other foreign films to be 
featured at the festival are expected to attend the 
groundbreaking event.

“We are thrilled to host the first Asian 
International Film Festival Arizona at Pollack Tempe 
Cinemas,” said Pollack. “We have a vibrant and 
growing Asian community in the Phoenix area. This 
will be a great event for the community and highlight 
some of the best films being produced in Asia.”

The festival will feature films from countries 
including India, South Korea, Afghanistan, 
Japan, China, Indonesia, Singapore, Vietnam, the 
Philippines and Kazakhstan.

In conjunction with the Pollack Cinemas 
event, AIFAA also launched My Film, a new short 
production competition  geared toward film students 
and aspiring moviemakers submitting short films 
shot on their mobile phones. 

A first prize of $1,500 will go to the winner.
“We want to highlight the creative, thought-

provoking and inspiring films being developed 
throughout Asia and bring that artistry to Arizona,” 
said Ihman Esturco, CEO and founder of AIFFA and 
an award-winning photographer.

“We plan on building upon this first-year event 
and make our event one of the top Asian film 
festivals in the country.” 

Additionally, the organization plans to use its 
December film festival to launch First Edition, an 
international competition seeking submissions from 
filmmakers highlighting the Asian continent.

Information: www.pollacktempecinemas.com or 
www.aiffa.org.

Ty Ng of Twin Tiger Films, Thai beauty pageant queen Anna 
Aleeza and Michael Pollack at the Asian International Film 
Festival Arizona press screening at Pollack Tempe Cinemas.  
                                   — Photo courtesy Asian Media Network 

Pollack Cinema hosts 
Dec. Asian Film Fest
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WALL-2-WALL
TAP DANCE CENTER

6th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Saturday, November 23, 2019

12 noon - 3 pm
doors open at noon

12:15 - 12:45 pm     Never-2-Late Class with Raine
1 - 1:30 pm             Tap Level 4 Class with Sheri
1:45 - 2:15 pm        All Level Class with
                                SURPRISE TEACHER
2:30 pm                   Raffle , Silent Auction, CAKE

ALL CLASSES ARE  “PAY WHAT YOU WANT”

617 S. McCLINTOCK DRIVE, SUITE 3
Tempe, AZ 85281

480.317.3000
www.w2wdance.com

M
KT

-5
89

4H
-A

-A
1

edwardjones.com

Are you invested 
properly? Get a second 
opinion.

Joseph B Ortiz, AAMS®, CRPS® 
Financial Advisor

8950 S 52nd St Suite 209 
Tempe, AZ 85284 
480-753-7664

Member SIPC

Have an expert holiday designer work with what you 
already have to create a gorgeous holiday home 

perfect for entertaining!
Additional design services available 

based upon the home-owner’s needs.

Take the Stress Out of the Holidays

Melanie Gavel
480.619.7229   |   winndesignconsulting@gmail.com

14.99
FINAL PRICE

15.99SALE
PRICE

-1.00INSTANT
REBATE*

YOUR CHOICE
Holiday Wonderland® LED Light Reels
Choose cool white, warm white or multicolor. 
49.8 ft. lighted length. Limit 3 per offer.*

T 195 539, 540, 541 B6
T 195 606, 605, 607 B6

T 239 069, 070, 071 B475 ct. C9 Faceted Lights
200 ct. C3 Lights
200 ct. Mini Lights

34.99
GSC® Technologies 6 ft. Deluxe Folding Table
30 x 72-in. plastic resin table folds in half  
for easy storage.
Steel Folding Chair, 13.99
225 lb. weight capacity. W 157 249 F6

W 682 536 1

*With True Value Rewards Card. Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last. TV-AD-147253

Sale ends 11/30/19

©2019 True Value Company LLC

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.

MONTHBARGAINS ®OF THE

4939 W Ray Rd
Chandler, AZ 85226

(480) 686-8064

16.99
Pet Expert® 50 lb. Dog Food
Complete and balanced nutrition 
for dogs of all ages. USA-grown 
ingredients. H 169 090 1

YOUR CHOICE

4.99
True Value® 10 lb. Black Oil  
Sunflower Bird Seed
Attracts a wide variety of wild birds. L 106 118 1
20 lb. Wild Bird Food
General-purpose mix. L 501 272 1  

YOUR CHOICE

14.99
Duracell® 12 pk. AA or 
AAA Alkaline Batteries
New alkaline innovation provides 
45% more power. E 254 989, 255 012

McKay's True Value
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Business Education & Advocacy 
The Chandler Chamber of Commerce offers many opportunities to sharpen your skills and  

advocate for your interests.  Register for these events at www.ChandlerChamber.com/calendar 

www.ChandlerChamber.com                     480-963-4571 

 

 

Tuesday, November  19, 2019 
Noon to 1:30 pm 

Women in Leadership Luncheon 
Reading the Tells of Body Language 

 

Join us for this exciting bus ride for a backstage pass to all that is 
Chandler economic development.  Hear the progress of current 
and future projects in Chandler.  Seating is limited, please 
register on the Chamber’s website. 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019 
 

7:15 am Registration 
7:30 am Downtown Presentation 

8:00 am Bus Leaves for Tour 
11:00 am Bus Returns from Tour  

 
Starts @ Chandler Chamber 

25 S Arizona Pl, #201 
Chandler, AZ 85225 

Register @ ChandlerChamber.com/calendar Register @ ChandlerChamber.com/calendar 

SAVE THE DATE 
Meet the Elected Officials  

Legislative Breakfast 
 

Friday, 10, 2020 
7:30 am to 9:30 am 

Marriott Phoenix Chandler 
1600 S Price Rd 

Chandler, AZ 85286 

Guests will have the opportunity to meet the 2020 Arizona State 
Legislators, Federal, Local, and School Governing Board 
Officials, as well as hear an update from the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce.  The Chamber will unveil the new 2020 How We 
Stand legislative document, which depicts legislative agendas 
and priorities for the coming year.  

SoHo63 
63 E Boston St. 
Chandler, AZ 85225 

Reading the Tells is a powerful training seminar that gives you 
practical techniques, tools, and strategies for understanding and 
using non-verbal communication for the highest impact and 
effectiveness.  Learn to become a highly respected, highly 
influential, and highly successful communicator!  Whether you 
are new or a seasoned leader, the degree of career success you 
enjoy is virtually dictated by your skills in communicating with 
others on the job.  

Chandler Chamber City Bus Tour 

Register @ ChandlerChamber.com 

25 S Arizona Place, #201, Chandler, Arizona  85225             

Register @ ChandlerChamber.com 

Diversity & Inclusion Round 
Table 
Faith Based Traditions 
Thursday, December 5, 2019 
 8 am registration 
 8:30 am program 

SoHo63 
63 E Boston St. 
Chandler, AZ 85225 

One of the year's favorite Diversity events! 
Chandler is a diverse community that celebrates the variety of 
religious groups in the City. This Round Table will take a look at the 
faith-based institutions in Chandler, including holiday traditions, 
religious teachings, how they give back, and the important role they 
play in building a community. 
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Doing a Remodel? Need Plans?

480.223.3123
plansbydesignaz@outlook.com

Plans by Design AZ, LLC
Remodel • Additions • Stand Alone

Call Rodger Anderson:

Pet Doors

englishbuilding.net
480.603.8813

ROC189470

• Professional installation by a Licensed 
Contractor through any wall or door.

• Includes: security lock, 2 insulating flaps 
and all weather carpet.

• Attractive and functional design at an 
affordable price.

• Add your pet’s name or custom colors.

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM 
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!

• EASY DEPLOYMENT
• WINDSHIELD MOUNTED
• REDUCES UP TO 50˚
• NO STORING 

FREE INSTALLATION *SOME EXCEPTIONS

FACTORY
OUTLET STORE

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe  ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5    
DASHDESIGNS.COM 

SERVICE
Garage Door
• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time, 

hire a quality, licensed contractor with 
30 years experience.  
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

D Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood Businesses you know

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section are 
placed by local business owners who 
want to be a reliable go-to source 
that you can trust now and in the 
future. Ads in this section appear 
in 6 consecutive issues at a cost of 
$150, plus tax, which includes an 
accompanying classified ad at no 
additional charge. 
Call 480-966-0837 for details. Note that ads appearing 
on this page expire with the date shown on your 
invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to ensure 
renewal.

 

Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair 
480-694-1158  

*Weekly Service  *Equipment Repair/
Replacement  *GREEN Pool Clean-Ups 

Call today for free water quality assessment 
10% off all drains   

No worries, just jump in! 
Insured Certified Pool Operator

Jennifers,
House Cleaning 
Quality Professional Cleaning

Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

20 Years Experience-Bonded & Insured

480.833.1027

Not Enough Time in the day? Call

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

Starting @ $60/Month!  GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
 ELECTRICAL
 FAN INSTALLATIONS
 PLUMBING
 CARPENTRY
 HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

 RON MINER

480-233-1834 
480-736-1599

Your Honey-Do  
HANDYMAN

Not a licensed contractor

 
This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837 
for information.

 
This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837 
for information.

 
This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837 
for information.

602.825.2580

• Kitchen • Bathroom 
• Office • Laundry

FREE CABINET DESIGN 
Redrockcabinets.com 
Visit our showroom @

5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2 
Chandler - 85226

 
This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837 
for information.

 
ROOFING

 
Maintenance starting 

at $250. Free Estimates 
on Re-roofs. 

480-446-7663
Spencer 4 Hire Roofing

Lic #244850

 
HANDYMAN

Semi-Retired 
General Contractor

Need small jobs done 
around the house?

 
Call John

480-772-7649 cell
Not a licensed contractor

 
This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837 
for information.

 
This space is 

AVAILABLE!
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837 
for information.
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Wrangler Classifieds • 30 words/2 issues/$20 
Place your ad at wranglernews.com or call 480-966-0837

Wrangler News is distributed every other 
Saturday throughout the year to 20,000 homes 

& rack locations in Tempe & Chandler

‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’ 
              — Phoenix magazine 

Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC
 

Don Kirkland, Founder & Publisher
Joyce Coronel, Editor 

 Photography: Billy Hardiman  
Community Outreach: Noah Kutz

Contributors: Alex Zener, M.V. Moorhead, 
Diana Nelson, Noah Kutz, Nicholas Johnsen, Janie Magruder 

Offices: Warner Century Plaza, 2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 102 
(Warner Road at Price/101 Fwy) Tempe, AZ 85284

 
(480) 966-0845 

 
• Advertising: Option 1 • News: Option 2 • Other calls: Option 3 

 
We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to call with article  
suggestions.We accept manuscripts and photographs from area residents 

about topics of interest to our community.  Sorry, we do not accept 
paid “advertorials.”

 
CALL US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP 

YOU PROMOTE YOUR TEMPE AND 
W. CHANDLER ENDEAVORS

Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the 
writer and not necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC. 
Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an endorsement of 
the described products or services. We reserve the right to reject 
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For Sale
Horse trailer: 2008 Horse Trailer BrenderUp Baron One SL. Sliding 
wall converts the tack compartment to dressing compartment. Handles 
beautifully. Horses up to 18 hands. Email brenderup_baron_1@outlook.
com 
Lawnmower: 20” McLane self-propelled lawnmower $200.00 Call 480-839-
1472. Leave a message. 8/19
Moving sale: Luxury Lift Lazy Boy recliner $225; desk hutch, $65; two 
large metal garage shelves, $45 each; antique chest, $150; patio table, $35; 
480-759-1623 and leave a message 9/21

Wanted by Collector: Collector wants to buy OLDER model 22 Rimfire 
rifles and handguns. Consider others. Will pay reasonable prices. I Do Not 
Sell Guns. Call Lee 602-448-6487 with what you have. 1/20

Help Wanted
Great Harvest Bread  Co. is looking for both customer service and  baking 
team members. Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in and fill out an 
application, 1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe
Outdoor sales positon in the S. Tempe Area. 8-10 hrs/day. July 2,3 and 4. 
Must be outgoing, friendly & reliable. $12/hour cash. Email: ospjob13@
gmail.com 7/19
Part-time Financial Secretary position available. Responsibilities include: 
Preparing payroll, vendor checks, processing receipts from church 
members and other parties. Reporting would include: Monthly F.S., 
quarterly contribution reporting to the membership.etc; call 480-820-9944 
7/20/19

Services
Air Conditioning — Is your AC Blowing HOT?? AC Repair, Maintenance, 
and Installation. Honest, Affordable. I live nearby and can usually respond 
within the same day!! ROC#319949 Licensed Master Technician - Call 
Jason 602-989-0772   8/19
Cabinets—We can guide you through the new cabinet process for your 
kitchen, bath or laundry room; call Jim @ 602-825-2580; Red Rock Cabinet 
Co.  7/19
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger 
480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. Bond. 
Ins. 7/19
Carpet Cleaning – 3 ROOMS ONLY $79.99 CARPET CLEANING BONDED 
& INSURED 
Construction Drawings—Plans by Design AZ LLC; Construction drawings 
for Remodels, Additions and Stand Alone buildings. 
Call Rodger Anderson 480-223-3123 plansbydesignaz@outlook.com

Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work, slabs, footings 
, pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping. Tempe based since 1996.
nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. 
Lic, bonded and Ins. 7/19
Dog walking and pet sitting— Our mission: to provide your pets with 
extraordinary love and attention while you are away. Services: Dog-walking, 
Pet-sitting, Overnights in your home. References available. Call and book 
today! 480.220.0521, thepawsquad2019@gmail.com. 8/19
Drywall, Stucco and paint—Call or text for a free estimate: 480-215-3373. 
All textures perfect match. Compare our prices to non-licensed contractors. 
Discount for vets and teachers. 4/20
Electrical Plus—30 years’ experience specializing in electrical, carpentry 
and handyman work. Quality work at reasonable prices. Not a licensed 
contractor. Call Mark at (480) 897-7838.  1/20
Flight lessons—Ever wanted to experience flight? Now is your chance. 
Local instructor available for flying lessons or just a single flight experience. 
27 years’ experience commercial pilot. Call or text (602-505-9945) 8/19
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.  Prompt 
professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for evenings and 
weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610. 7/19
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call 
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do it all. 
Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20 years’ 
experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free Estimates. 
8/20
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance. 
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans, 
fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable. 25 
years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call Ron 
480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599. 
Handyman—Reed’s Handyman Service—20 year South Tempe resident 
can help with variety of small home repairs: plumbing, electrical, flooring 
and much more. Not a licensed contractor. Call Lance for estimate 480-
329-0611 1/20
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving the Valley 
for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and Reliability. All 
Supplies Furnished. Excellent references. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-
7000 1/20
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING – Not enough time in a 
day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super dependable. Weekly, 
Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. References avail. 20 years’ 
experience Bonded – AG0601, insured-46871. It’s a CLEAR choice!!! CALL 
480-833-1027.  8/19
House Cleaning — Need help cleaning? Don’t have time, or don’t 
want to spend your days off cleaning? I’m here to help. Trustworthy, 
reliable, honest, friendly, dedicated with references upon request! 
Personaltouchcleaning.info 480-331-5234

Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 12/19
Landscaping –Landscaping, sprinkler services, weed prevention. Regular 
maintenance, one time clean ups, new installs. Accepting new customers. 
Call 480-710-8738    3/19
Landscaping–– Yard cleanup and maintenance, trees and bushes trimmed, 
lawn service, weed control, debris removal.  Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly or 
one time clean-up. Free estimates. 20 years’ experience, Call Rob 602-431-
1305.  10/19
Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair 
with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also 
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-1588. 7/19
Piano lessons — Certified, experienced teacher. All ages and abilities. Call 
or text 480 529-4505 for more information  9/19
Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service, GREEN pool 
Clean-ups , the only company where the owner has a degree in hydrology! 
Insured, Certified Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 480-
694-1158.  8/19
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of 
construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ 
rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love 
small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC 
#112275.  7/19
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor, 
Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at www.
englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 189470 
Call today for a free estimate  480-603-8813.  7/19
RJ Painting Services—Residential and commercial painting. Interior & 
Exterior. All kinds of painting and drywall and popcorn removal. Stucco 
repair and epoxy floors and pool decks. Staining kitchen cabinets. 100% 
satisfaction guaranteed. Free estimates. Call Juan 602-367-1900. 9/19
R&M Home works, LLC — Electrical, plumbing, drywall, painting, 
carpentry and more. Free estimates. Call Randy (480) 235-6031. Not a 
licensed contractor. 10/18
Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Repair— Aqua Masters specializing in System 
Check-ups; Valves, Heads, Timers; Leak Detection; Wire locating and 
Troubleshooting;  Brown Spots and Low Pressure Problems; 30 years’ 
experience, Quality Service 480-478-0073 or AquaMastersAZ.com  12/6
Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and insured. 
Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler readers. Free 
estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650.  8/19
Window Cleaning— 1-story $145 / 2-story $165 inside & out up to 30 
panes (add’l panes $3 ea) screen cleaning $3.00 per pane Power Washing 
/ Sun Screens / Re-Screening John’s Window Cleaning (480) 201-6471   
2/20
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Just dropping in for the party . . . The dramatic arrival of a cadre of military 

parachutists seemed to capture perfectly the space-age significance of dedication ceremonies for 

Northrop Grumman’s new, futuristic missile-defense development site. Crews had recently put finishing 

touches on the 633,000-square-foot facility, which will provide space for 2,500 employees, many of 

whom live in nearby Tempe and West Chandler. Gov. Doug Ducey was on hand for the event, officially 

recognizing the expanding company’s worldwide initiatives in design, manufacturing and testing of 

space-launch vehicles.     — Photo by Billy Hardiman for Wrangler News

Ride with the  
No. 1 car insurer  
in Arizona.

With competitive rates and 
personal service, it’s no 
wonder more drivers trust 
State Farm®. As your local 
agent, I’m here to help life 
go right.®

LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL1708164

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills, 
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen 

Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying, 
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

 1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

 480.839.2623

By Nicholas Johnsen
Any loss of life is tragic—suicide, 

especially so. Though it’s a difficult 
subject to ponder, with even more 
difficult conversations involved, 
members of one well-known Tempe 
institution are showing the community 
exactly how big an impact awareness 
can make. 

Mission Del Sol Presbyterian 
Church, located just west of 
McClintock Drive on Warner Road, 
plans to hold a safeTALK training 
workshop 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
17. 

The workshop is designed to 
educate community members about 
how to effectively intervene in a 
potentially life-threatening situation, 
and how to handle symptomatic signs 
that could lead to suicidal ideation.

The American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention cites suicide as 
the 10th leading cause of death in the 
U.S., with over 47,000 Americans 
counted as victims in 2017. The East 
Valley is in no way exempt from these 
somber statistics, and the Mission 
del Sol community is trying to get 
ahead of the curve. Church Pastor 
David Hodgson notes that there are 
actually two church events occurring 
in response to the suicide epidemic, 
the first one a sermon on the wounds 
of war. 

“Post-traumatic stress is important 
to focus on for the military and police,” 
he said. The connection between PTSD 

and suicidal thoughts is clear, he says, 
and it’s crucial to show compassion 
in any way possible. Hodgson is 
conducting the sermon with Tempe 
Coalition program director Hilary 
Cummings, who has a strong personal 
stake in the complex issue. The 
coalition is dedicated to “reducing 
youth risk behaviors and promoting 
health & wellness” per its mission 
statement. 

Cummings explained that, recently, 
the organization underwent a shift to 
be more encompassing of anything 
detrimental to the mental or physical 
health of the community.  

Cummings will be leading the safe-
talk workshop planned for the 17th. 
Cummings began working in suicide 
prevention and intervention in 2005 
within Native American communities 
across Arizona, and has since grown 
deeply connected with the issue. 

“When someone is in crisis, they 
can’t see what is going on. Something 
as simple as asking ‘how are you’ and 
listening for the answer makes all the 
difference,” she told us. 

Cummings said she couldn’t 
emphasize enough the importance 
of this mindfulness. In the majority 
of cases, engaging in a caring dialog 
allows those struggling to feel loved. 
She added that if someone is in 
an apparently dangerous time of 
crisis, emergency services should be 
contacted without hesitation. 

Mission del Sol and its tightly 
woven community have emerged as 
an ideal place to encourage this type 
of dialogue. Nobody is safe from the 
occasional bad day—Tempe Coalition 
and the church are partnering to make 
sure that day doesn’t result in events 
that become life-changing for all those 
involved.

Mission del Sol hosts  
Nov. 17 safeTALK 
stress workshop 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT PAID ADVERTISEMENT

If you thought you have been to a Mexican restaurant lately you probably need to
reconsider and visit La Casa De Juana. The fare is authentic Mexican, and when we
say authentic we mean it. Upon entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful décor, the
tables and chairs are beautiful, Mexican painted murals, colorful banners hanging
from the ceiling and the gracious service. Warm orange and yellow tones echoing
throughout the restaurant will make this your favorite Mexican Restaurant.
Take advantage of the great lunch and dinner specials, a bar with freshly made
drinks, TVs, and live guitar music for all ages on the weekends. Don’t forget about
the happy hour from 2 pm to 6 pm every day, with $2 beer (domestic and imports)
and $3 margaritas, this place is a must. The flavorful salsa, the delicious margaritas,
the extraordinary and well-priced food will definitely keep you coming back.

Make Your Reservation Today! 1805 E Elliot Rd,
Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837

1976 W Southern Ave
Mesa AZ 85202
480-962-9112

LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH,
AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

Check out La Casa De Juana at www.juanashouse.com

If you think you have been to a 
Mexican restaurant lately you probably 

need to reconsider and visit 
La Casa De Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic we mean it! Upon 
entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful 
décor, beautiful tables and chairs, Mexican 
painted murals, colorful banners hanging 
from the ceiling and the gracious service. 

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this your 

favorite Mexican Restaurant.
Take advantage of the great lunch and 

dinner specials, a bar with freshly made 
drinks, TVs, and live guitar music for all 
ages on the weekends. 

Don’t forget the happy hour from  
2 p.m.to 6 p.m. every day, with $2 beer 
(domestic and imports) and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful 
salsa, the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back.

1805 E Elliot Road 
Tempe AZ 85284

480-820-0837

LA CASA DE JUANA 
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH, 
AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

Editor’s note: After receiving many inquiries over the years, Wrangler News is now making space 
available for obituary placements. Please email editor@wranglernews.com or call 480-966-
0837 from 9-5 M-F for format requirements, deadlines and rates.

Briefly . . .
Dog friendly event Dec. 1 at Watershed

The Watershed, 5350 S. Lakeshore Drive in 
Tempe, will host Dog Day Afternoon from noon 
until 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 1. 

Owner Dan Scott says all dogs are welcome to 
join their owners for an afternoon on the waterfront 
patio. “We literally have the best dog-friendly patio 
because we have a lawn,” Scott said. 

The event will feature a special dog treat menu 
plus giveaway items from Four Peaks. 

“It’s the biggest, best dog patio in the city,” Scott 
said. 

“I can fit 300 people out there so 300 dogs, too. 
Bring your dog.” 

Tax-season volunteers being recruited
Tempe Community Council’s Volunteer Income 

Tax Assistance program is in need of volunteers for 
the 2020 tax season.

VITA is a free service for low- to moderate-
income taxpayers that operates a supersite in 
partnership with the city of Tempe, Arizona State 
University’s W.P. Carey School of Business and the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

Available volunteer positions include tax 
preparer, greeter, screener, quality reviewer 
and interpreter. Diane Watkins, VITA program 
coordinator, noted that every hour volunteered 
returns $500 in federal refunds to a low-income 
taxpayer. 
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6 beds + den, 3.5 Baths. Spacious family room, Island kitchen w/ 
extended buffet, granite, gas cook-top & built-in refrigerator. Basement 
has wet bar, wine chiller, theatre sound. Pebble Tec diving pool, putting 
green, fi re-pit, bar, BBQ, kegerator, mini fridge. 4 car split garage.

Basement Home 

Entertainer’s Dream! 5 beds, 4.5 bath. Large Master Retreat, Hidden 
Bonus Room, Loft/Teen Room, Butler’s Pantry, Backyard Oasis has 
Infi nity pool with swim up Bar, Fire-pots, Gazebo, Fire pit, BBQ, Sink, 
Fridge, Deck for the lake and boat! Low $900’s

Stunning Waterfront 

Skip The Hassle Of Selling Your Home
• Close quickly, get the equity for your home in as little as 7 days

• You pick the close date
• No showings or open houses, no strangers walking through your home

• No negotiating with buyers
• Skip the cost, time and inconvenience of getting your home ready

• Freedom to move on your time-line
• No risk of two mortgage payments

Call or Text 

480-797-BUY2  (2892)
agnewoff ers.com

We are buying 2 homes this month. 
Call or text to be the fi rst to get your direct quote.

Patti Agnew Scott Agnew

SUCCESSFULLY CLOSED

SUCCESSFULLY CLOSED

Get an outstanding direct off er for your home.


