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A schoolbus driver shortage that is 
rocking the nation has reached  
Kyrene School District, which was 
forced to reduce service. PAGE 4 

Marcos de Niza High football hopes to 
build studentathlete leaders in order to 
improve upon last season’s nonplayoff 
46 record.  PAGE 23 

Tempe Chamber of Commerce rec
ognizes members who went above 
and beyond to make the city a better 
place to work and live. PAGE 28 

At Lost Our Home 
Pet Rescue, people 

like founder/ 
executive director 

Jodi Polanski,  
with cuddly kitty  

Francine, help 
owners who 

face difficulty  
keeping their 
pets. Page16 
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COVERING TEMPE 

AND WEST CHANDLER 
FOR 30PLUS YEARS   

Chandler Mayor Hartke details 2ndterm agenda after reelection  
Orlando re‐elected; Poston, Encinas new faces on City Council; home‐rule OK’d by landslide 

From our publisher 
Seeking your thoughts, ideas as we ponder our  
future in a time of declining local news coverage 

By Don Kirkland 
Publisher & founder, Wrangler News 

For those of us, ourselves 
included, who have spent a 
lifetime relying on the big 

daily newspapers to be a bulwark 
of local, national and world 
coverage, it is not only 
disappointing but worrisome to 
read in the latest edition of 

Editor & Publisher, the100-year-old journal of our 
industry’s changes and challenges, that Gannett 
is facing what is being described as a disastrous 
financial situation. 

The result, sadly, is that the nation’s most 
dominant media company, which publishes news-
papers in 45 states, including The Arizona Repub-
lic, is being forced to undertake what it calls a 

“significant cost reduction program” that likely 
will affect staff and mandate other cutbacks. 

Exactly how this will be reflected in The Re-
public we now receive online and in our drive-
ways seven days a week is yet to be determined. 
But it will understandably reduce the amount and 
quality of local news that we have counted on for 
many years. 

— KIRKLAND, Page  10

Are you interested in joining the Wrangler News 
team? We’re seeking members of our community 
who would like to bring their talents and energies 
to our long-established publishing enterprise. Let 
us know where you might fit into our ongoing 
commitment to provide content aimed at 
reinforcing the sense of community provided by a 
truly local print and online endeavor. Email 
editor@wranglernews.com or call 480.966.0837 
9-5 Monday-Friday. We’d love to hear from you.

Water is among the most‐critical issues facing 
every community in a desert, and Chandler 
heretofore has managed its supply well. 

But in four years, when a water‐usage compact for 
Central Arizona Project water from the Colorado River 
expires, it could force a revision in planning. 

Newly re‐elected Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke 
knows there is a showdown over river‐water usage 
coming that could force reductions in the face of de‐
clining levels brought on by drought. 

CAP water accounts for 37 percent of Chandler’s 
water supply. The city also gets 57 percent from the 
SRP lakes system and 6 percent from groundwater. 
The city has agreements with Roosevelt Water District 
and the Gila River Indian Community, as well as an ag‐
gressive recycling program, in which, Hartke says, 
every drop of water that goes down the drain in Chan‐
dler gets recycled at least once. 

“It’s not enough to just recycle water, it’s how we 
live our first‐time water use because getting water is 

expensive and recycling water is 
expensive,” Hartke said. 

Hartke polled 77 percent in de‐
feating challenger Ruth Jones in 
the Aug. 2 primary election. 

With five traditional candidates 
and one write in contender seek‐
ing three seats on City Council, the 
vote was scattered.  

Incumbent Matt Orlando, with 
27 percent, was re‐elected out‐
right. Hartke plans to appoint Or‐
lando the city’s new point‐person 
on water issues. 

Newcomers Jane Poston (21 
percent) and Angel Encinas (19 
percent) also were elected out‐
right to Council seats. 

Hartke, Orlando, Poston and 
Encinas will be sworn in during a 

ceremony in January. 
Chandler also overwhelmingly 

approved a home‐rule measure 
that gives the city permission to 
spend its money as it sees fit and 
not be bound by an antiquated 
state spending formula. Proposi‐
tion 470 drew 86 percent ap‐
proval. Chandler voters had 
approved home rule for local 
budgeting control 10 consecutive 
times dating to 1982. 

Maricopa County elections offi‐
cials still had about 4,000 votes to 
count late Friday before all results 
become official. 

Hartke, 66, has lived in Chan‐

Matt Orlando

Kevin Hartke

— ELECTION, Page  6
Angel Encinas

Jane Poston

Warner Road/Price Freeway offices of Wrangler News, where we 
plan to continue producing our communityfriendly, twice 
monthly newspaper for another 30 years.  – Wrangler News file photo. 



Picture yourself being prepared for financial emergencies  

before they actually happen!  

Whether you are a small business owner or a family, my goal is to create  
a personalized financial strategy that is right for you!

“Building wealth, one generation at a time”

Investing involves risk and you may incur a profit or loss regardless of strategy selected. 
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Busdriver shortage forcing longer 
walks to school for some students
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Kyrene School District, facing a 
shortage of bus drivers, has made 
several adjustments to ensure on‐
time bus transportation before and 
after school. 

Among the adjustments is an in‐
crease in “walk boundaries,” areas 
near schools that district officials 
regard as within walking distance 
of campuses: 

Walk boundaries for elementary 
schools have been lengthened to 1.5 
miles from 1 mile. 

Walk boundaries for middle 
schools have been lengthened to 2 
miles from 1.5 miles. 

The district estimates that this 
will impact roughly 200 students 
across the district. 

Walk boundaries are around 
schools, not bus stops, according to 

Kyrene spokesperson Erin Helm. All 
bus stops remain within a half‐mile 
of homes of students who are eligi‐
ble for bus service. 

The new walk boundaries, areas 
around campuses that do not re‐
ceive bus service due to their prox‐
imity, put Kyrene in line with other 
East Valley districts, according to 
Eric Nethercutt, Kyrene director of 
facilities and transportation.  

“We want you to know that any 
decision that impacts students and 
families is not made lightly,” Nether‐
cutt said in a letter to Kyrene fam‐
ilies.  

“The Kyrene transportation 
team is doing everything in our 
power to address the challenges of 
this driver shortage, and we thank 
you for your understanding.” 

Due to difficulty finding enough schoolbus drivers, the Kyrene District has reduced its range of service.  
 – Wrangler News file photo 
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 These  real  estate  offers  are  everywhere.  They  seem  to  good  to  be  true.  Are  they  real?  Who  can  you  trust?     
 

As  you  might  imagine,  they  aren’t  always  interested  in  what’s  best  for  YOU.   It’s  often  about  what’s  best  for  THEM.   

That’s  where  we  come  in.  LUCAS  has  been  your  trusted,  Kyrene  Corridor  experts  since  1993.   
 

What’s  more  important  -  selling  quickly  or  maximizing  your  sales  price?   We  will   get  YOU  the  highest  net  profit!          
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NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$649
PER UNIT

CROWN
ONE SIMPLE PRICE,
NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Call Today!
480-349-1140

www.azcrowncenter.com
2490 W. Ray Road, Suite 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

HAVE A 
BROKEN 
TOOTH OR 
BEEN TOLD 
YOU NEED 
A CROWN?

Come see the experts for quality 
crowns at exceptional prices.  We’ll 
also replace missing teeth with bridges 
and provide cosmetic crowns to create 
you a confident smile you deserve—all 
affordable, just $649 per unit!

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown,
your insurance will reimburse you $324.50.

WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE 
COMPANIES TO GET YOU 
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT.*

We are open for all of your dental  
emergencies during these trying times!
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dler for 37 years and is an associate 
pastor at Trinity Christian Fellowship. 
He joined the City Council in 2008 and 
served two full terms before being 
elected mayor in 2018.  

“Certainly, we are grateful to the 
people of Chandler who believe in us 
and support us, and we thank them,” 
Hartke said. “I think that by continuing 
to offer a high quality of life at a low tax 
and low cost of service they responded 
to that. Those are things that are impor‐
tant to me on the short term and on the 
long term.” 

He said that in his second term he 
also will work for an extension of the 
Maricopa County half‐cent transporta‐
tion sales tax, known as Proposition 
400, which would benefit the city’s res‐
idents. 

“With Proposition 400, we would 
see a direct impact in Chandler with 
widening of Loop 202 to accommodate 
increased traffic, improved intersec‐
tions, as well as improved bus service,” 
he said. 

Hartke plans to address affordable 
housing in his second term, noting that 
his own daughter was driven to Casa 
Grande to find affordable housing be‐
cause of rapidly rising prices in Chan‐
dler. 

“It’s a challenge. We’re close to 
(within) five percent (of) buildout,” he 
said. “After the Intel announcement 
($20 billion investment to build two 
more chip plants in south Chandler) 
property has just been gobbled up in 
Chandler. So we won’t be able to make 
massive changes but we’ll do what we 
can do.”  

Having a housing authority in place 
is a key, he acknowledged. 

“Chandler has over 300 units of Sec‐
tion 8 housing. At our last Council meet‐
ing we began looking at providing 
senior and veterans housing, 137 units. 
I hope to see more public‐private agree‐
ments to help us with that,” Hartke said. 

On the short term, the mayor wants 
to complete a hiring program to restore 

city staffing levels after COVID‐19. 
Orlando, 66, who has lived in Chan‐

dler for 38 years,  said that he is “just 
excited, humbled and, quite frankly, 
honored. I can’t wait to get back to work 
and I just have to say ‘thank you’ to the 
Chandler residents. We delivered litera‐
ture to 55,000 doors.” 

Orlando said that in his second term 
he will push for more resources for the 
Fire and Police departments. 

“We have to fix some holes in our 
Police Department, with more detec‐
tives and more resources for those 
folks,” Orlando said. “We’ll take a hard 
look at our parks and recreation pro‐
grams and make sure we beef up those 
facilities. We need to start refreshing 
some of our water facilites that are 35, 
40 years old. 

“And I want to start working on our 
next Intel. I want to get another one.” 

Chandler neighborhoods also are on 
his radar. 

“We have to figure out a better way 
for clean and stable neighbohoods for 
our residents that don’t have HOAs,” Or‐
lando said. “There is a lot of housing 
stock there that we could turn over but 
we just aren’t helping them get their 
neighborhoods cleaned up.” 

Proposition 470, the Alternative Ex‐
penditure Limitation‐Home Rule Op‐
tion, was submitted to voters by City 
Council, asking for a four‐year continu‐
ation of a measure that voters first ap‐
proved in 1982. It allows the Council to 
set the budget based on the city’s spe‐
cific needs in general government, pub‐
lic safety, public works and utilities, 
rather than being constrained by the 
state‐imposed spending formula set by 
the Arizona Legislature based on fiscal 
year 1979‐80. 

“This will allow us to spend $200 
million that we had budgeted this year,” 
Orlando said of the measure’s passage. 
“It cancels out an artificial rule that our 
Legislature placed on our cities 40‐
something years ago. 

“So we’ve got to (renew the meas‐
ure) every four years, and I say, ‘Why?’ 
Why do we have to go through this ex‐
pense to have an election?” 

Election 
From Page 3



  

Moments that 
define life, matter.
Being over 45 years of age is a new stage in life—it’s the age of ‘reality’ 
or practicality. At some point we’ve had to deal with the horrible human 
truth that we’re not immortal, that our health isn’t on autopilot. Whether 
we have an ongoing condition or we suspect that there might be an issue 
on the horizon, we have questions, we need answers from someone. 
Question is, who is that someone?
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SNAPPING BACK 

Discount lobster  
spot returning  
to S. Tempe after  
dispute is settled  

For four months, lines were consistent, and 
usually long, outside the food truck near Baseline and 
Hardy in South Tempe, where Angie’s Lobster had 
rolled into town and was operating temporarily. 

The company had no idea how temporarily. 
It had entered into a lease agreement for a former 

Taco Bell building at 835 W. Baseline Road. It would 
be renovated into a drive‐through discount lobster 
house, where patrons could get a meal for $9.99. The 
food truck was set up in the adjacent parking lot while 
the building was readied, and refrigerated trucks 
loaded with lobster kept the product palatable. 

“We entered into a lease with the assumption of 
putting in some improvements to convert the Taco 

Bell space,” said Roushan Christofellis, who along with 
husband Tony created Angie’s Lobster in 2021. “Ho‐
wever, once we got down to the foundation and frame, 
we found it had water damage that was going to cause 
a lot more work and additional costs than expected.  

“We would be OK paying the extra costs if the 
building was ours, but we were only leasing the build‐
ing, so we asked the landlord to help with these ad‐
ditional costs.” 

That initially was not a smooth transaction, to the 
extent that Angie’s Lobster shut down in late March 
after four months and the food truck was rolled to its 
Mesa location, also under construction. 

Fast forward another few months and Angie’s Lob‐
ster not only is back on track to convert the former 
taco shop but it also purchased a wharf in Maine to 
eliminate the middle man and keep prices low in the 
face of recent inflation. 

The landlord agreed to help with some of the 
structural repair costs and construction has resumed. 

The building is expected to be ready in October. 
In the meantime, the food truck is back tempo‐

rarily, churning out the Warm & Buttered Lobster Roll 
Meal, Chilled Lobster Roll Meal and Fried Lobster Tail 
Roll Meal, each for $9.99 daily 10 a.m.‐2 p.m. through 
Aug. 13. 

“We were able to get a structural engineer to put a 
plan in place to reinforce the foundation and framing 

along with electrical and then building out to provide 
the ideal layout for an Angie’s drive‐through, along 
with some space for cold and dry storage,” Roushan 
Christofellis said.  

“We are battling high temperatures and monsoons 
with the food truck, so we are just taking it a couple of 
weeks at a time,” she said. “We ultimately do not want 
to be operating out of a food truck, but with construc‐
tion delays, it is allowing us to continue serving our 
lobster meals. . . . We may be able to bring it back for a 
bit leading up to the Tempe drive‐through prior to 
opening.” 

Updates are available at angieslobster.com. 
The Christofellis’ borrowed from the business and 

efficiency models of their Salad and Go, a drive‐
through chain they launched in 2013 and then sold 
last summer to make way for the Angie’s Lobster 
chain they wanted to create across the Valley. No cash 
is accepted. Payment is by debit/credit card and elec‐
tronic benefits transfer only. 

“The Salad and Go model was developed when I 
was young, while I was studying the business models 
of Southwest Airlines and Walmart,” Tony Christofellis 
said. The team at Salad and Go problem‐solved every 
day and worked super hard to do more with less. 
Without their sacrifice and our prior focus on effi‐

— LOBSTER, Page 12 
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Law Offices of

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, JR., P.C.

Certified Specialist
in Injury and

Wrongful Death
Litigation

By the Arizona
Board of Legal
Specialization

I will fight for the
justice you deserve

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, JR., P.C.

288 North Ironwood Drive, Suite 102,
Apache Junction, Arizona 85120

(480) 897-0990

Professional - Efficient - Knowledgeable

4500 S. Lakeshore Drive 
Suite 368 

Tempe, AZ 85282 
480-897-0990

Again, for those of us who have grown up with a 
daily newspaper arriving in our driveway every 
morning—and, when the Phoenix Gazette was in 
publication, every afternoon—the news comes as a 
disappointing revelation in a world where the news 
of the day provides a compendium of happenings 
that we want, and need, to know about. 

Thus, while the threat of a declining daily-news-
paper industry is indeed unwelcome news, it does 
force those of us operating in the realm of smaller, 
community-based publications to rethink our role, 
our responsibility, in filling the void left by an in-
creasingly threatened print newspaper industry. 

At Wrangler News for the past 30-some years, 
we have seen our role as one of reporting mostly 
neighborhood-friendly, family-friendly news, guided 
not only by our own daily interactions in this com-
munity but by the knowledge that papers like The 
Republic had adequate resources and staffing to 
cover the breaking news of the day. 

With that ability now seemingly threatened, 
we’re confronted with trying to determine if and 
how our own role needs to change. 

In recent years, we have been fortunate to have 
had a staff exemplified by such professionals as Lee 
Shappell, a former veteran reporter and editor at 
The Republic whose experience ranged from inci-
sive sports reporting to government investigation to 
community news. And although Lee is leaving our 
staff shortly for an exciting new assignment, we 
have pledged ourselves to filling his spot with 

another equally talented reporter-editor to help en-
sure our continuing ability to examine the looming 
changes in local news coverage and to face any re-
lated challenges with professionalism, integrity and 
vigor. 

If you have thoughts about what you’d like to 
see as your hometown Wrangler News evolves in 
this changing news environment, I encourage you 
to contact us. To share your ideas about how we 
might do the best job we can providing a menu of 
news coverage that you know you can count on to 
report the significant events occurring in Tempe and 
West Chandler. 

We’re not quite sure yet of the specific ways in 
which we will meet the growing challenges of con-
tinuing to provide quality local news coverage. But 
we’d love to have your ideas as we consider our fu-
ture in this emerging new role. 

Kirkland 
From Page 3
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Got Medicaid? Got Medicare? Get more benefits  
with UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete.®

If you have Medicaid and  
Medicare, you could get more  
help to cover your care and  
costs. UnitedHealthcare Dual  
Complete includes a prepaid  
card to buy covered  
over-the-counter (OTC) products  
and groceries, plus many  
other extra benefits you  
may be missing today.

With $125 a month on a  
prepaid card:

• Buy over-the-counter  
products, including pain  
relievers, vitamins, bandages,  
allergy relief and more

• Buy healthy foods, including  
fruits, vegetables, fish, meat,  
dairy, cereal, pasta and more

• Shop at participating stores or order  
online with free home delivery options 

There’s more for you. Call today.
1-844-389-0591,  TTY 711

Dual Complete is a 
health plan for people 
who:
• Have both Medicaid  

and Medicare
• Could use more 

help to cover more 
care and costs

• Want more benefits 
for a $0 plan  
premium

$125 a month
  for covered OTC products  

and groceries

uhccp.com/AZdual

New  for 2022



The Chandler Museum is a cultural destination unlike any other 
with engaging, community-focused programs and forums, as well 
as world-class traveling exhibits.

Visit the Chandler Museum located at 
300 S. Chandler Village Drive, 
Tuesday through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and Sunday 1 - 5 p.m. Admission is free.

ChandlerMuseum.org

Learn Chandler History

ciency, Salad and Go could never have offered $5.74 
salads.  

“So we took what we learned over the years at 
Salad and Go and took it to another level with Angie’s. 
We started with the question: ‘How do we make a 
wild‐caught Maine and Canadian lobster meal as af‐
fordable as a chicken meal?’ From there we did the 
math and problem solved until we cracked the code. 
We have an incredible team that is focused on effi‐
ciency. We chase efficiency, we don’t chase revenue. 
We obsess about efficiency. That is a big difference 
that allows us to make the ultimate luxury food priced 
the same as a chicken meal.” 

He said that South Tempe’s Baseline‐Hardy inter‐
section was selected because of the density and diver‐
sity of the trading area. 

It is among eight Angie’s Lobster shops scheduled 
to open across the Valley in the coming year. 

The Warm & Buttered Lobster Roll Meal, Chilled 
Lobster Roll Meal and Fried Lobster Tail Roll Meal, are 
served with french fries, toasted buttered bun, Angie’s 
Sauce and an iced tea or lemonade. They’re the only 
three items on the menu, in keeping with the simplic‐

ity of Salad and Go. 
Angie’s is named after Tony’s late mother, who was 

born on a Greek island and moved to Boston at a 
young age. An immigrant single mother of two, she 
worked in seafood restaurants her entire life and then 
opened Angela’s Seafood near Boston. She passed 
away from cancer March 2, 2020. 

“Angie’s Lobster was created to honor our mother 
and make sure that the love we feel every day gets 
passed on to the next generation and to future genera‐
tions — a company that will live every day like she 
lived her life, with love, courage, compassion, servant 
leadership, energy, fight and fun,” Tony Christofellis 
said. 

Angie’s uses only wild‐caught Maine and Canadian 
lobster, no Norwegian lobster or warm‐water lobster.  

The Christofellis’ recent purchase of the wharf in 
Maine will allow them to pick up more business effi‐
ciencies, they say. 

“We always had plans for Angie’s Lobster to be a 
vertically integrated company, from the lobsters right 
out of the Maine coast to processing to the drive‐
through restaurants here in the Valley,” Roushan 
Christofellis said. “With inflation and lobster being at 
all‐time high, we began working with a real estate 
broker in Maine for opportunities for a wharf and pro‐
cessing facility.  

“When a wharf in Bailey Island, Maine, became 
available, we felt the timing was right. Buying the lob‐
sters right off the boat, processing them ourselves and 
shipping to Phoenix allows us to cut out all those mid‐
dle men that were previously there, each incurring a 
markup. Those savings are tremendous and will allow 
us to continue to make Maine lobster meals just 
$9.99.”  

Lobster 
From Page 8

Tony and Roushan Christofellis created Angie’s Lobster in 2021.  
– Submitted photo 
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Back to school: Time to review 
safety on roads near kids, schools 

OPINIONS

By OD Harris  

August is here, which means 
school buses are on the road, 
kids are walking to and from 

school and bicycles are out in full force. 
All of us need to step up our safety 
game while driving. Following the rules 
of the road is a great way to help 
ensure a safe back‐to‐school experience 
for Chandler kids.  

Let’s start with a school‐zone speed 
reminder. Arizona law says that you 
must drive 15 mph  or slower when in a 
school zone. You are also required to 
stop at crosswalks if pedestrians are 
waiting to cross. Once you’re passed the 
crosswalk and are out of the school 
zone, you can resume normal speed.  

Drivers must take extra precautions 
around buses, as well. According to the 
Arizona Department of Transportation, 
many pedestrian deaths occur in bus‐

related incidents, 
and this is espe‐
cially true in the 4‐7 
age group. If driving 
behind a bus, allow 
more distance than 
if you were behind 
a car. Never pass a 
stopped school bus 
that is loading or 
unloading children 

– it’s very dangerous and it’s also illegal. 
And of course, be alert at all times.  

Sharing the road with bicycles can 

be challenging. Most accidents happen 
when a driver is turning left in front of a 
bike. Always look to your right when ex‐
iting parking lots or making a turn. 
When you pass a bicycle, leave 3 feet of 
distance between you. Watch for bikes 
coming out of driveways or from behind 
parked cars and always use your turn 
signals.  

Students play a role in their own 
safety, too. According to SafeKids.org, a 
teen is killed or injured by a vehicle 
every hour, and many of those instances 
are due to texting and walking. Talk to 
your kids about these dangers.  

Last month, For Our City, in partner‐
ship with the Salvation Army, had a 
huge turnout for Operation Back to 
School, which provides backpacks to 
Chandler students. Volunteers distrib‐
uted 2,600 backpacks in about four 
hours. It was an awesome display of 
community – from volunteers to the do‐
nors who provided the backpacks, to 
the amazing families who came to pick 
up a backpack. It’s an honor to live in 
such a giving city.  

But for many residents, the need 
doesn’t end once school begins. I im‐
plore each and every resident to con‐
sider the needs in their communities 
and find a way to fill them. Whether it’s 

monetary donations, contributing to a 
backpack drive, collecting food for a 
non‐profit organization, or giving your 
time to community cleanups, every 
helping hand makes a difference.  

And finally, we cannot lose sight of 
the mental‐health struggles being faced 
by today’s youth. According to the Sub‐
stance Abuse and Mental Health Serv‐
ices Administration, there was one 
death by suicide every 11 minutes in 
2020. For people ages 10‐34, suicide is 
the leading cause of death.  

Every Chandler student faces their 
own individual challenges, whether 
they’re academic, social or a combina‐
tion.  

That’s why it’s so important to keep 
a triangular conversation going among 
parents, students and school officials. 
It’s through these conversations that 
red flags can be spotted.  

SAMHSA has a new suicide and cri‐
sis lifeline that every parent should 
share with their kids – just dial 988 
from any phone and get connected to 
help.  

I wish each and every student in 
Chandler a safe and healthy return to 
school.  

OD Harris is a member of Chandler 
City Council  

OD Harris

Tempe should fold’em in  
negotiations with Coyotes 

Editor, 
I have been following the debate over whether 

Tempe should partner with the Arizona Coyotes own‐
ership. 

From everything I’ve been able to find, the Coyotes 
are simply not a good match or investment for the 
people of Tempe. 

Just to be clear it’s not because I have anything 
against hockey or its fans. 

The concerns are simple and clear: Their history 
forecasts a terrible and questionable partnership. Alex 
Meruelo and Coyotes ownership fails miserably at 
being a good community partner. In fact, they are a 
community partner with a financial history that vir‐
tually screams “walk away.” 

Glendale found out too late. Coyotes’ owners scam‐
pered off with hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dol‐
lars. The owners try to explain that away as a 
bookkeeping error. 

In 2019, Alex Meruelo was sued for over $450,000 
of unpaid license fees for his Las Vegas resort prop‐
erty. 

In addition, in October 2021, the Coyotes were 
placed on a $50,000 a month payment plan to settle 
outstanding accounts with Tucson for back rent on the 
Tucson Convention Center, where the Coyotes’ Ameri‐
can Hockey League team plays. When the payment 
plan was initiated, the back rent owed by the Road‐
runners for the 2020‐21 season totaled $256,450. 

Tempe’s citizens want developers who are rep‐
utable and respectful of our community needs and 
processes. We are not shopping for more problems. 
We have enough. And these are problems we did not 
ask for but have to address ... affordable housing, traf‐
fic and homelessness. Making a deal with this group is 
... shooting ourselves in the foot. 

In any business negotiation .. you have to know 
when to “hold ’em and when to fold ’em.” Now is the 
time to fold them and walk away.  

Best next step? End the current RFP. It is too nar‐
rowly constructed. It only requests submittals for a 
sports stadium. Tempe can initiate a second that is 
broader in scope and shops for more reputable part‐
ners and more visionary projects. 

Ron Tapscott 
South Tempe  
 

2nd Amendment defends against tyranny, 
not just means of self defense 

Editor: 
The Second Amendment, “the right of the people to 

keep and bear Arms,” is now the only obstacle stand‐
ing between freedom and the absolute tyranny the 
federal government now wishes to impose.  

The Second Amendment is not just the basis for 
the right of self‐defense, but it is also the defense 
against tyranny and the guarantor of all other rights 
as the Founding Fathers recognized. 

As Thomas Jefferson wrote in Commonplace Book 
(quoting 18th‐century criminologist Cesare Beccaria), 
1774‐1776: 

“The laws that forbid the carrying of arms are laws 
of such a nature. They disarm only those who are 
neither inclined nor determined to commit crimes. ... 
Such laws make things worse for the assaulted and 
better for the assailants; they serve rather to encour‐
age than to prevent homicides, for an unarmed man 
may be attacked with greater confidence than an 
armed man.” 

Craig Clifford 
Tempe



Difficult life events pushed Corona 
del Sol grad to finish horror novel 

BU

COMMUNITY

 
 
 
By Nicole Greason 
Special for Wrangler News 
 

Time on his hands, an idea on his 
mind and inspiration in his heart 
led Chandler resident Steven 

Patterson to write and self‐publish a 
horror novel.  

Titled Not Normal, it is a suspense 
thriller, set in the Phoenix suburbs, in‐
cluding Tempe and Chandler. Land‐
marks, such as the Hayden Flour Mill in 
downtown Tempe, where Patterson’s 
father worked in the 1980s, show up. 
Parts of the story are set in the Midwest 
– Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma –  
where Patterson spent time in his early 
years. Texas also appears.  

Patterson’s mother provided sup‐
port and inspiration that put him on the 
path to writing in the style of renowned 
horror authors like Stephen King. 

“As a kid, I loved horror movies and 
novels,” said Patterson, who dedicated 
the book to his mother. “She hated 
them. However, since I was too young to 
attend or buy them myself, she took me 
to the movies and purchased the novels.  

“I remember clearly the first time 
she saw Friday the 13th. She was in a 
rocking recliner and fell over back‐
wards on the last big scare. That still 
brings a smile to my face.”  

Patterson, a Corona del Sol High and 
Arizona State University alum, started 
writing his novel in 1997.  

“I finished about two chapters and 
life got busy with work, children, youth 
sports,” he said.  

In 2019, he was forced to slow down 
due to unfortunate events. His mother 
unexpectedly died and he lost his job.  

“She was an amazing woman and 
the glue that held our family together. 
As an example of the type of woman she 
was, on her 80th birthday she went sky‐
diving,” Patterson said.  

Two months after his mother’s pass‐
ing, Patterson was laid off from his “cor‐
porate America” job just one day after 
he marked two decades of service.  

“My 20‐year celebration was the Fri‐
day before, complete with cake, cards 
and a plaque,” he said. “As a result, I 
began delivering food to make ends 
meet. In addition, the pandemic hit. It 
was a lonely time for all, and I was bat‐
tling my own demons from losing my 
job and my mother’s death. I sought sol‐
ace in writing.”  

He picked up the two chapters, con‐
tinued writing and a year later self‐pub‐
lished his first novel. He is working on a 
second, Para‑Normal.  

Not Normal is available on Amazon. 
 
We caught up with Patterson to ask 

him about his work.  
Question: How did you decide on 

the horror genre?   
Answer: I have been a horror junky 

all my life. I started reading Stephen 
King, Dean Koontz and Robert McCam‐
mon at an early age. My favorites are 
The Stand, Whispers and Swan 
Song. Much of the book is inspired by 
those greats. My love for the genre in‐
cluded film, too. Sam Raimi (Evil Dead), 
John Carpenter (The Thing), Wes Craven 
(A Nightmare on Elm Street) and Sean S. 
Cunningham (Friday the 13th) are 
among my favorite horror directors.  

 
Q: How did you settle on the title 

Not Normal for your first book and 
Para‑Normal for a sequel?  

A: Not Normal follows a serial killer 
who can blend with his community. He 
is popular and attractive. Teachers 
praise him, his little brother idolizes 
him and his peers want to be him. Ho‐
wever, a few can see he is “not normal” 
including his adoptive mother.   

Not Normal is bound in reality, with 
some fantasy elements. In Para‑Normal, 
anything goes. I was inspired by Friday 
the 13th.  If you watch the original, it is 
a straight‐forward thriller. There is 
nothing supernatural, minus that big 
scare. However, the sequels are no 
longer grounded, no longer following 
the rules of nature. This is how I see 
Para‑Normal. 

Without giving away Not Normal, 
Para‑Normal welcomes many key 
players back. Some of the smaller char‐
acters I fell in love with, I had to 
include. There is homage to Stephen 
King’s The Body, later made into the Rob 
Reiner film Stand By Me. I just had to 
bring back the three kids (now adults) 
from that scene and torment 
them. While Not Normal was primarily 
set in the Phoenix suburbs, Para‑Nor‑
mal explores rural areas of Arizona.   

  
Q: In all, how long did you work on 

your book? 

A: I started writing it in 1997. I fin‐
ished about two chapters and life got 
busy. My wife and I were extremely ac‐
tive parents. Our children were in foot‐
ball, basketball and baseball. Baseball 
soon became their first love and I 
coached them through club ball.  

My wife was team mom. We were 
soon traveling to Las Vegas, San Diego 
and Temecula for tournaments. After 
my mother’s death, being laid off and 
the pandemic, I picked up the original 
two chapters and finished as therapy 
for not only my loss, but our empty 
nest.   

 
Q: What was the writing process for 

you? How did you find the time?   
A: I wrote whenever I could, early in 

the morning, late at night and in be‐
tween. There were times I was up so 
late writing that when I read my mate‐
rial the next day I barely remembered 
it. It was as if someone else wrote it. 
The daytime and the nighttime author 
were almost two separate people, like 
one of King’s characters.  We worked 
very well together.   

  
Q: What did the self‐publishing pro‐

cess entail? Was it difficult?  
A: I did not have any idea on how. I 

searched YouTube for how‐to 
videos. Formatting was the most diffi‐
cult. Layout had to fit the dimensions of 
a paperback and the margins are differ‐
ent on every‐other page. Chapters, para‐
graphs, separated sections all needed 
special spacing. I had to create a cover 
and edit it accordingly. Formatting was 
more difficult than writing the novel.   

 
Q: How are sales? 
A: Interesting, up and down. It has 

nearly a five‐star review average on 
Amazon. Since it is also available on 
Kindle Unlimited, you can download it 
for free.  

  
Q: What advice would you give to as‐

piring authors? 
A: Never give up! It took me nearly 

25 years … but I did it! 

Chandler resident Steven Patterson has 
released a new novel. 
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 LA  CASA DE JUANA 

1805 E Elliot Road, Tempe  • Pollack Cinemas Center  •  480-820-0837

DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH 
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND 
MOUTHWATERING FOOD  

If you think you have been to a Mexican 
restaurant lately you probably need to 
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic, we mean it! 
Upon entering, you’ll be dazzled by the 
colorful décor, beautiful tables and 
chairs, Mexican painted murals, 
colorful banners hanging from the 
ceiling and beautiful art.   

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this 
your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give 
La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great 
food, awesome salsa,  great service and 
amazing . Don’t forget happy 
hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every  day 
with $  beer (domestic and imports) 
and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful salsa, 
the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 

Check out our menu or order online at 
juanashouse.com  

KASurcouf.com

Kathy Surcouf

480.650.5018
kathysurcouf@gmail.com

Real Estate Consultant, ABR, CRS, GRI
Certifi ed Luxury Home Marketing Specialist

5 T East Valley
An Independent Member Broker

The market has changed.
Kathy and André have over 20 years 
experience with buyers and sellers.

Trust your local professional.



Tempe animal rescue 
aids those struggling 
to keep their pets 

 

By Sally Mesarosh 
Special for Wrangler News 
 

Dealing with COVID‐19 and inflation 
have been a challenge for many area 
pet owners. 

Some who are in crisis have turned to Lost 
Our Home Pet Rescue in Tempe, and found 
hope and assistance. 

Founder‐executive director Jodi Polanski 
said the organization has seen an increase in 
pet owners seeking Lost Our Home’s services.  

“People are finding it hard to find afford‐
able housing or pet‐friendly houses to lease,” 
Polanski said via email. “We serve an average 
of more than 2,300 pets a year.” 

Polanski, a local mortgage banker, who 
founded Lost Our Home Pet Rescue in 2008, 
said that it has helped more than 28,000 pets 
and 11,700 people in crisis in the past 14 
years.  

Those are sizable numbers for a grassroots 
movement started by Polanski in response to 
the devastating results of the housing crisis in 
the Great Recession.  

Today, the organization is once again pro‐
viding and expanding its services for pet par‐
ents facing crises. Polanski said Lost Our 
Home is part of a special task force, Pet Hous‐
ing Help AZ, which assists furry friends and 
their owners who have been impacted by 
COVID‐19. The task force joins local organiza‐
tions, including The Arizona Pet Project, 
Heidi’s Village, Altered Tails, Arizona Animal 
Welfare League and the Arizona Humane Soci‐
ety, to provide resources and a community re‐
homing/temporary foster network for 
struggling pet owners. More information may 
be found at pethousinghelpaz.org. 

Polanski said Lost Our Home’s 29 employ‐
ees and hundreds of volunteers are not only 
dedicated to rehoming pets in need, but also 
reuniting pets and their families after a crisis. 
Lost Our Home offers pet rescue for adoption, 
a 90‐day temporary‐care program and a pet 

food bank. 
Stories of successful pet rescues abound, 

including Kodak, a dog with life‐threatening 
parvo virus, who is now healthy and living 
with his new family. Or Leah, a dog who was 
cared for by Lost Our Home’s Temporary Care 
Program while her homeless owner went to 
work and earned enough money to afford a 
safe home for the two of them. Lost Our Home 
provides more than 110,000 days of service to 
pets in need of temporary shelter. 

Polanski also notes that the organization 
has formed a partnership with Sojourner 
Center in Phoenix. 

“This is one of the largest domestic‐vio‐
lence shelters in the U.S.,” Polanski said. “To‐
gether with Sojourner Center, Lost Our Home 
opened and now manages a Pet Companion 
Shelter on the Sojourner campus so that 
women escaping domestic violence can keep 
their pets with them while they heal.” 

Since it’s certain that some local pet 
owners will continue to need the varied serv‐
ices offered by Lost Our Home, Polanski said 
there are multiple ways the community can 
help. People can host a workplace adoption 
event, become a pet ambassador, hold a bake 
sale or buy a commemorative brick. There are 
also lots of ways for children to become in‐
volved.  

“We always need fosters and volunteers,” 
she said. “You can learn more on our website. 
Youth eight years and up can volunteer with a 
parent or family member.” 

More information: 480‐602‐445‐7387 or 
lostourhome.org.  

Life can deal us harsh, 
sometimes unexpected 

blows. This is particularly 
trying when the ability 

to provide for a pet is 
impacted. Lost Our 

Home Pet Rescue 
in Tempe is here        

here to help.   
– Photos by Billy Hardiman 

for Wrangler News 
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KAIHIGH EXPECTATIONS

BU

DIVERSIONS

By MV Moorhead 
Wrangler News film critic 

 

At the beginning of the animated 
feature Lightyear from 
Disney/Pixar, we are informed 

that back in 1995, a little boy named 
Andy got a toy from his favorite movie. 
“This is that movie.” 

The reference, of course, is to Buzz 
Lightyear from Toy Story, the “Space 
Ranger,” voiced in that film by Tim 
Allen, who competed for Andy’s affec‐
tions with Woody, the cowboy voiced by 
Tom Hanks. In this new feature Buzz, 
voiced here by Chris Evans, is the trou‐
bled hero of a far‐flung sci‐fi yarn. At 
the beginning, Buzz, an intrepid hero in 
the Roger Ramjet vein, screws up while 
exploring a habitable but dangerous 
planet with the result that a huge, rad‐
ish‐shaped spaceship full of scientists in 
suspended animation gets marooned 
there. 

In trying to resume the space odys‐
sey, Buzz makes repeated attempts to 
achieve “hyperspace,” always falling 
short, and skipping ahead years each 
time. He keeps returning from these 
failed test flights to find a larger and 

more settled colony than he left, always 
seemingly less interested in leaving the 
planet. His fellow Space Ranger and 
best friend Alisha (Uzo Aduba) is also 
grayer and has moved on further with 
her life each time. 

The movie has plenty of humor—the 
best of it, perhaps, from Buzz’s dead‐
pan, blandly capable robot cat, Socks, 
voiced by Peter Sohn (Socks reminded 
me a little of Rags, Woody Allen’s robot 
dog in Sleeper, though Socks proves far 
more useful).  

But Lightyear doesn’t really have the 
tone of a comedy. It’s surprisingly ambi‐
tious and surprisingly poignant. It’s 
about the pain of living with our mis‐
takes, and about the speed with which 
our lifetimes seem to get away from us. 

Like so many Pixar films, it’s an im‐
pressive, thematically complex piece of 

work. But despite a second act in which 
Buzz and his band of pals, voiced by the 
likes of Keke Palmer, Taika Waititi and 
Dale Soules battle invading robots, this 
isn’t a rollicking space opera, and it’s a 
little hard to imagine it being Andy’s fa‐
vorite movie. 

Culturally, what may be most signifi‐
cant about the film is that it includes a 
same‐sex marriage, complete with a 
kiss. The significance isn’t so much in 
the relationship itself, which is periph‐
eral to the story, but rather in the splen‐
didly matter‐of‐fact manner with which 
it comes across. Again, it belies the sup‐
posed conceit of the movie. It’s hard to 
imagine the intensity of the reaction 
this element would have stirred up in 
1995.  

But it’s cheering to note how com‐
monplace it seems today. 

‘Lightyear’ not loaded with yuks, but it seems to work 

New chef at Valley’s 
toprated restaurant 
thrives on delivering 
only the best 

 

By Meghann Sepulveda 
Special for Wrangler News 
 

The chef at Arizona’s only AAA Five 
Diamond and Forbes Five Star restau‐
rant leaves. 

You suddenly find yourself succeed‐
ing this legend in the kitchen of this 
high‐profile establishment. 

Pressure? High expectations?  
Welcome to the world of Drew An‐

derson, the new chef de cuisine at Kai 
Restaurant at Sheraton Grand at Wild 
Horse Pass, just across Interstate 10 
from West Chandler. 

The establishment holds its lofty rat‐
ing in high regard, as do local and out of 
state diners, who are aware and whose 
expectations are of nothing but the best. 

“The dining experience is unlike any 
other in the Valley,” Anderson said in ac‐
knowledgement. 

Kai’s dining experience expresses 
Native American culture through ele‐
gant cuisine. The gorgeous ambiance 
and unique ingredients set the tone for 
a culinary adventure.    

— KAI, Page 20

Drew Anderson takes 
control of the kitchen at 
Arizona’s highestrated 
luxury restaurant, Kai at 
Sheraton Grand at Wild 
Horse Pass, just across 
Interstate 10 from West 
Chandler and South 
Tempe. 



Ride with the  
No. 1 car insurer  
in Arizona.

With competitive rates and 
personal service, it’s no 
wonder more drivers trust 
State Farm®. As your local 
agent, I’m here to help life 
go right.®

LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL1708164

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

UFC
EDWARDS
USMAN

SATURDAY AUGUST
20TH, 2022

START AT 7.00 PM

LAUGH LOUD AND CARRY A BIG GLASS!
Now Open!

HOURS
Mon-Fri: 10 a.m.-midnight
Happy Hour: 1 p.m.- 5 p.m.
Sat-Sun: 8 a.m.-midnight
Brunch: 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

7192 S. Price Road | Tempe, AZ 85283
badlandsbarandgrill.com | 480-800-4600 

From Elliot Road just west of Loop 101, 
head NORTH on River Parkway,

then take the first right, go around the 
curve to the left past the Hilton . . . 

. . . and you’re there! We’re on the right!
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LIVE MUSIC 
Featuring Smootmahooty

Friday, Aug. 19
5:30-8:30 p.m.

The fine‐dining res‐
taurant is continuing to 
focus on elevating its epi‐
curean creations follow‐
ing Anderson’s recent 
appointment. 

“I take pride in cre‐
ating menu items that in‐
corporate local produce 
and high‐end products to 
accent global cuisine,” he 
said.  

Anderson, a Le Cor‐
don Blue graduate, began 

his career at Kai in 2021 
as a specialty cook. He 
was inspired by the 
Native American culture 
which, for centuries, has 
blended a variety of de‐
sert ingredients and tech‐
niques into their cooking.  

Kai, meaning “seed” in 
the Pima language, prides 
itself on its Native Ameri‐
can dishes that showcase 
traditional recipes and 
ingredients. 

The restaurant incor‐
porates the essence of 
the Pima and Maricopa 
tribes and the Gila River 

Indian Community to 
create unforgettable culi‐
nary masterpieces. Kai 
ensures that its employ‐
ees incorporate the 
Native American culture 
that makes the restaurant 
so unique. 

High‐quality and lo‐
cally sourced ingredients 
contribute to the award‐
winning and carefully 
crafted menu, which in‐
cludes offerings such as 
Braised Rabbit and 
Squash Gnocchi, Foie 
Gras with Walnut Butter 
and Seared Halibut with 

Kai 
From Page 19

Fennel Puree.  
But one dish, ac‐

cording to Anderson, 
stands out. 

“The most notable 
item on the menu is def‐
initely the Grilled Ten‐
derloin of Tribal 
Buffalo, which features 
distinct ingredients, 
such as pickled cholla 
bud and saguaro syrup,” 
he said.  

Guests who dine at 
Kai take part in a seven‐
course tasting menu 
that immerses them in a 
journey through food 
and culture of the 
Native American com‐
munity. The experience 
is $165 per person. 
Wine pairings also are 
available at additional 
cost.  

The menu rotates on 
a regular basis. Cur‐
rently, Anderson is de‐
veloping new items to 
feature when the res‐
taurant reopens for the 
season on Aug. 17.   

For more infor‑
mation or to book your 
reservation: wildhorse‑
passresort.com.  
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Follow us @mckaystruevalue

Come into McKay’s 
and dip into our 
great selection of 
outdoor chairs plus 
pools for the kids 
or your pet so they 

McKay’s True Value
480.686.8064
4939 W. Ray Rd.

Ray & Rural Rd. in Chandler AZ

McKay’sPIANO TEACHER

480 687 3505 Leave detailed message

Private Lessons
Expert 
Instruction
New to Arizona
Specialize in 
Children
Beginners to 
Advanced
References

Feel Better Today! 
Experience the healing power of acupuncture

6101 S Rural Rd Suite 112Tempe, AZ 85284

info@yinrising.com 

(480) 206-6199

Anna Lunaria, 
Ms.Ac. L.Ac. 
CMT CYT CHT

30 years of experience, Specializing in relief from chronic pain 
with Orthopedic, Neurological and Sports Medicine Acupuncture.

$10.00
Off First Visit 

with this ad

“EXCELLENT CARE. EXCELLENT RECOVERY. 
I have had no need for chiropractic service. 
I’ve had no surgeries. I’ve had no pain meds 
in 5 years. I have healing and recovery beyond 
my expectations. I’ve required no PT or other 
methods of injections or nerve burning practices 
since joining Yin Rising.  

amazing.”
 - Google Review



What Women Want Swimwear

15% OFF
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15% OFF15% OFF DISEALL MERCHAND

Volunteers are needed 
for fi re safety education 
programs at the Ha�  of 
Flame Museum of 
Firefi ghting. Firefi ghters, 
teachers, counselors, coaches, co� ege students and 
anyone who knows how to work with kids are invited 
to participate in fun, interactive programs teaching 

basic fi re safety principles to elementary school 
students from a�  over the Va� ey. ! e time 

commitment is minimal, just 2-3 hours on 
weekday mornings when you’re available. 

Training provided. Give back to the 
community and have a great time doing it!  

Open to participants 18 years or older 

(background check required).

FIREFIGHTERS 
& TEACHERS WANTED!

Interested?
Reply to dawn@ha� offl  ame.org or ca�  602-275-3473

Chandler Museum’s 
new exhibit focuses 
on migrant workers   

Two new exhibitions chronicling the 
lives of migrant workers are on display 
at Chandler Museum through Aug. 28.  

In the Fields of the North / En los 
campos del norte features photojournal‐
ist David Bacon’s powerful contempo‐
rary photographs alongside moving 
stories from migrant farm workers.  

The exhibition, fully translated into 
both English and Spanish, gives viewers 
a reality check on the food they eat and 
the lives of the people who harvest it. 

Tracing migrant farm workers as the 
fruit and harvest season moves from 
the Mexican border to Washington 
state, In the Fields of the North / En los 
campos del norte sheds light on some 
basic questions.  

How much do we know about the 

lives of the people who feed us? Where 
do they live? How does it feel to do 
some of the hardest repetitive labor 
imaginable? 

The second new exhibition, Bitter‑
sweet Harvest: The Bracero Program, 
1942‑1964, explores this little‐known 
program, the largest for guest workers 
in U.S. history.  

From 1942 to 1964, millions of Mex‐
ican men came to the U.S. on short‐term 
labor contracts on farms, railroads and 
in factories.  

Six bilingual posters tell a story of 
exploitation and of opportunity.  

Chandler Museum, 300 S. Chandler 
Village Drive, is open Tuesday‐Saturday, 
10 a.m.‐5 p.m.; Sunday 1‐5 p.m.; closed 
Monday.  

Free admission.   
 
 

More information:  
chandlermuseum.org,  

480‑782‑2717. 
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Marcos de Niza High football coach Anthony Figueroa addresses the Padres after a recent 
practice. They hope to improve on last year’s 46 record.  – Photo by Andrew Lwowski for 
Wrangler News 

SPORTS

Marcos football 
team seeks 
leaders beyond 
skilled passing
game players 
By Andrew Lwowski 
Special for Wrangler News 
 

The Marcos de Niza High Padres are 
looking for redemption in 2022 after 
failing to make the 4A football playoffs 
in 2021 and finishing 4‐6. 

Coach Anthony Figueroa is calling 
upon his skill‐position players to lead 
the team with one message: “Never 
Again.” 

Things started to come together for 
the young team last season after key 
players, such as quarterback Braeson 
Leon and linebacker Mason Stromstad, 
stepped up as leaders.  

Figueroa says that is one clear step 
toward rebuilding the program into 
championship caliber. 

“Make it a student‐athlete‐led team,” 
Figueroa said. “I think the first two 
years here we were very much a coach‐
led team. With guys coming out of 
COVID it was difficult learning how to 
lead.” 

Figueroa says he has been working 
on developing players into leaders, who 
take on accountability. 

“We’re only going to go as far as 
these guys are willing to work,” he said.    

And a strong returning receiving 
corps — including CJ Hopkins, Juan 
Lopez and Jamaal Young  — for Leon 
could lead the Padres back to the play‐
offs.   

In 2021, Leon passed for 1,994 
yards and 16 touchdowns as a sopho‐
more. He is looking to pick up where he 
left off.  

“I feel like as the season went on, we 
started to gel more,” Leon said. “Toward 
the end of the season, we started to get 
more connections and by that time we 
were ready to roll.”  

While Leon is focused on “stepping 
more up as a leader” on offense, Strom‐

stad is eager to do his part on defense. 
The linebacker corps of Marcos Jones, 
Damian Gonzalez and Xavier Bueno are 
returning, and Stromstad said the next 
step is “taking control and being that 
star on defense and leading.” 

Maturity, growth and returning skill 
players should have Padres fans 
pumped for 2022 when Marcos travels 
to Casa Grande for the season opener 
on Sept. 3. 

Sports Notebook . . . with Alex Zener 
Corona, Marcos football teams looking for  better days this season

High school football opens in less than a month, 
and Corona del Sol High players and fans are 
especially excited — and anxious — because 

the team has a new coach, Jake Barro. 
Barro, who coached at Casa Grande for seven sea‐

sons and compiled a 44‐22 record, led the Cougars to 
a 13‐0 record and the 4A state championship last sea‐
son. 

Barro has numerous connections to the East Valley 
besides his family, which operates a chain of Italian 
restaurants bearing their name. He was an assistant 
varsity coach at Seton Catholic for three years and at 
Mesquite for another year. He was then the head coach 
at Scottsdale Prep before going to Casa Grande in 
2015. 

Barro replaces Jon Becktold, who retired after five 
years at the helm but not before restoring consistency, 

chemistry and new life to a program that had seen six 
coaches and only two winning seasons since long‐time 
head coach Gary Venturo retired in 2010. 

Becktold left Corona in better shape than he found 
it. 

The program was given a big boost two years ago 
when the Aztecs went 8‐0 under Becktold, which put 
the Aztecs into the Open Division playoffs against No. 
2 Hamilton. 

Last year, after losing seasoned quarterback 
Quade Swearingen to graduation, the Aztecs started 
slowly, losing four of their first five games, before ral‐
lying to win five straight and successfully defending 
their 6A East Valley Region championship. Their 5‐5 
record, however, was not enough for a return trip to 
the playoffs. 

Barro, the 2021 Arizona Cardinals High School 

Coach of the Year, is known for building a winning cul‐
ture based on developing individuals first before con‐
centrating on the program.  

He started getting to know his new players in 
March to prepare for the Sept. 2 opener, at home 
against Mesa. 

As of July 30, Barro said, Corona had six seniors 
with 15 college scholarship offers, including senior 
kicker Carston Kieffer. 

Kieffer has been working hard this summer to im‐
prove from last season, when 31 of his 54 kickoffs 
were touchbacks. 

Other players to watch include returning quarter‐
back junior Connor Ackerley, who played in all 10 
games last season, completing 75 passes for 1,051 
yards and nine touchdowns. 

— SPORTS, Page 24
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Ackerley will have his second‐leading receiver, jun‐
ior Owen Janssen, who had 21 receptions for 280 
yards. 

The Aztecs’ leading rusher, Jonathan Kubat, with 

174 carries for 1,128 yards and an average of 126.3 
yards a game, returns for his senior season. Kubat led 
the team in scoring with 21 touchdowns and 126 
points. 

On defense, seniors Tristen Shafer and Jovin 
Gomez were among Corona’s leaders in solo and total 
tackles and should lead the team this season. 

Shafer had 35 total tackles, 17 of them solo, and 
Gomez had 33 total tackles, 18 solo.  

Other returning defensive players to watch include 
seniors Ryne Cook and Slater Rubio and junior Key‑
von Thomas. 

Cook made 28 total tackles playing in only eight 
games. Rubio made 22 tackles in nine games.  

Thomas, as a sophomore, played in all 10 games, 
recording 15 solo tackles and six assisted. 

 
Marcos de Niza football 

Marcos de Niza High coach Anthony Figueroa, 
with a 14‐16 record, understands that it’s a record 
most fans and players are disappointed about. They 
were used to seeing winning records and the Padres 
making the playoffs, even while in Division 5A for 10 
years, from 2007 to 2016, before moving to 4A.  

The Padres first three games are away, opening 

Sept. 3 in Casa Grande against Vista Grande. 
The Padres return junior quarterback Braesen 

Leon, who completing 162 passes for 1,994 yards and 
16 touchdowns last season. 

Leon’s leading receiver, Mason Stromstad, with 
37 receptions for 482 yards and four touchdowns, is 
back for his senior season. 

The second‐leading receiver, senior Clinton Hop‑
kins, made 31 catches for 387 yards and one touch‐
down and also returns. Hopkins also was the Padres’ 
leading rusher, with 202 yards on 52 carries. 

Hopkin should get relief carrying the ball from sen‐
ior Elijah Woods, who played in three games but 
gained 180 yards and two touchdowns on 31 carries.  

On defense, Stromstad was the leading tackler with 
53 solo and 21 assisted. He also was the sacks leader 
with five. 

Senior Xavier Bueno, the second‐leading tackler 
last season, made 27 solo and 35 assisted stops. 

One other player to watch on defense is senior 
Marcus Jones with 47 tackles last season. 

Junior Tristan Bryant, who played in all 10 games 
last year, most likely will handle kicking once again.  

Sports 
From Page 23

At Corona del Sol, the Aztecs went 55 and missed the 
playoffs. New coach Jake Barro (right) plans to change that. 

 – Photo by Andrew Lwowski for Wrangler News 
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August 2022

Tempe accelerates 
response to  
homelessness  

 

The City of Tempe is pioneering an innovative 
approach to homelessness that prioritizes 
safety and public health, connects people with 

housing options and services faster, gives residents 
new tools to help, and addresses encampments more 
quickly.   

In the past two years, Tempe has invested heavily 
in services and housing.  

Today, we are sharing new tools developed by the 
city. The community is invited to use these tools to 
help those experiencing homelessness and to track 
Tempe’s progress:  

• A dedicated phone number – “The CARE & HOPE 
Line” – is operating 24/7.  

Anyone can call to let the city know about a person 
who needs help or may be experiencing homelessness. 
It’s 480‐350‐8004. Or you can email 
HOPE@tempe.gov.  

• An online tool to directly report encampments. 
Find the form at tempe.gov/HomelessResponse.  

• A public dashboard with data for our homeless 
outreach and encampment efforts.  

Find it at homeless.solutions.tempe.gov. 
Tempe is enhancing how we address encampments 

citywide at parks, vacant lots and elsewhere.  
We are prioritizing safety and public health by con‐

necting people who are unsheltered to housing op‐
tions and services.  

Alongside non‐profit partners, the city has acti‐
vated a compassionate, public health‐focused re‐
sponse to assisting homeless people living in the Salt 

River area near Tempe Town Lake.  
Remaining in these no‐trespass areas is not an  

option due to safety and public health reasons, includ‐
ing flooding, fires and other hazards.  

People will not be able to return to this area, so the 
operation will provide resources including housing 
options.  

In August, following weeks of outreach in July, 
Tempe and partners will operate a temporary “re‐
source village” area near the river bottom for unshel‐
tered people who are leaving the area.  

A variety of assistance will be offered so that 
people can live safely elsewhere.  

We are providing pet services and a storage option 
for personal belongings if needed.  

Then, between September and December, an envi‐
ronmentally sensitive effort to prune vegetation and 
remove debris will occur, in order to return the river 
bottom to a riparian area.  For more information, visit 
tempe.gov/HomelessResponse.  

 
Fall events at the Tempe History Museum  

Visit the Tempe History Museum this fall to learn 
about Tempe’s history and rich music culture. 
The Tempe History Society Lunch Talks series 

returns this September, with events highlighting the 
interesting facets of Tempe’s past, present and future 
through guest speakers and activities.  

Events are held at 11:30 p.m. on the second Wed‐
nesday of the month from September through April.  

Performances at the Museum kicks off a new sea‐
son this September with this year’s theme, “La Mejor 
de la Música Latina,” showcasing the best of Latin 
music.  

Since 2011, Performances at the Museum has 
brought Tempe’s favorite and emerging musicians to 
the museum for music, stories, culture and art in an in‐
formal, interactive setting. All events are free.  

Visit tempe.gov/MuseumEvents for up‐to‐date 
information. 

Tempe updates entryway signs 

As part of Tempe’s ongoing commitment to 
reinvesting in the city, signs located at key 
entryway points were recently rehabilitated 

and refreshed.  
The 29 signs, first installed in the 1990s, were 

redesigned to highlight the city’s brand and important 
community partnerships.  

Over the last several years, the Tempe City Council 
has been increasing reinvestments in parks, streets, 
golf courses, water lines and more. This initiative, 
called Refresh Tempe, is adding and maintaining 
amenities and infrastructure to improve quality of life 
for all community members.  

When you see the Refresh Tempe logo or hear that 
term, you know we’re talking about new investments 
and reinvestments in the places and assets that make 
living in Tempe great!  

See more about how we’re refreshing the city at 
tempe.gov/RefreshTempe. 
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Kyrene teacher 
top10 candidate 
for Arizona 
Teacher of  
the Year 

  

Rodney “Scott” Harnisch, a music 
teacher at Kyrene del Norte Dual 
Language Academy, has been 

named a top‐10 candidate for 2023 
Arizona Teacher of the Year. The annual 

award, presented by the Arizona 
Educational Foundation, is widely 
considered the highest honor bestowed 
upon public‐school teachers in the 
state. 

This is not the first time that Har‐
nisch has been recognized for teaching 
excellence.  

Harnisch, beginning his 30th year in 
the Kyrene School District, received the 
National Education Association Founda‐
tion Award for Teaching Excellence, 
which is granted to educators for their 
dedication to the profession, com‐
munity, professional development and 
attention to diversity and advocacy.  

He also has received awards from 
the Arizona Education Association and 
multiple arts grants that benefit his stu‐
dents. 

“To be given this distinction is in‐
credible, and I am truly honored to be 
the vessel to share stories of teachers in 
my district and state with others,” Har‐

nisch said. “I have had the privilege of 
teaching alongside some of the finest 
educators, and as a result, they have 
contributed to this honor. Thank you to 
my students for helping me become my 
best.” 

 The Teacher of the Year program is 
the premier event of the Arizona Educa‐
tional Foundation, a statewide non‐
profit dedicated to spotlighting and 
championing the exceptional work of 
public schools. 

All candidates undergo a final re‐
view process that will narrow the field 
to five, who will be named “Ambassa‐
dors for Excellence.” 

The winning teacher receives 
$15,000 from the AEF and will attend 
National Teacher of the Year events, in‐
cluding a trip to the White House to 
meet the president.   

The awards ceremony is Oct. 15 at 
Madison Center for the Arts in Phoenix. 

Rodney Harnisch
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2022-2023 
SCHOOL CALENDARS

July 28 — First day of school.
Sept. 5 — Labor Day, no school.
Sept. 30 — Teachers day, no school.
Oct. 3-7 — Fall break, no school.
Oct. 10 — Staff  development day, 

no school.
Nov. 11 — Veterans Day Holiday, 

no school.
Nov. 24-25 — Thanksgiving break, 

no school.
Dec. 23 — Teachers day, no school.
Dec. 26-Jan. 6 — Winter break, 

no school.

Jan. 9 — Classes resume.
Jan. 16 — Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, 

no school
Feb. 20 — Presidents’ Day, 

no school.
March 13-17 — Spring break, 

no school.
March 20 — Teachers day, 

no school.
April 7 — Spring holiday, 

no school.
May 18 — Last day of school.

• KYRENE •

Aug. 8 — First day of school.
Sept. 5 — Labor Day, 

no school.
Oct. 10-14 — Fall break.
Nov. 23-25 — Thanksgiving break, 

no school.
Dec. 17-Jan. 2 — Holiday break, 

no school.

Jan. 3 — Classes resume.
Jan. 16 — Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, 

no school
Feb. 20 — Presidents’ Day holiday, 

no school.
Feb. 21 — Faculty-staff  day, no school
March 13-17 — Spring break, no school.
April 7-10 — Good Friday-Easter 

Monday, no school
May 25 — Last day of school.

 VALLEY CHRISTIAN
HIGH SCHOOL~ ~

Aug. 1 — First day of school.
Sept. 5 — Labor Day, no school.
Oct. 3-7 — Fall break, no school.
Nov. 11 — Veterans Day Holiday, 

no school.
Nov. 23-25 — Thanksgiving break, 

no school.
Dec. 26-Jan. 6 — Winter break, 

no school.

Jan. 9 — Classes resume.
Jan. 16 — Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday, 

no school.
Feb. 20 — Presidents’ Day holiday, 

no school.
March 13-17 — Spring break, 

no school.
April 7 — Spring holiday, 

no school.
May 18 — Last day of school.

TEMPE 
ELEMENTARY+ +

Aug. 4 — First day of school.
Sept. 5 — Labor Day, no school.
Oct. 3-7 — Fall break, no school.
Oct. 10 — Teachers day, no school.
Nov. 11 — Veterans Day Holiday, 

no school.
Nov. 24-25 — Thanksgiving break, 

no school.
Dec. 23 — Teachers day, no school.
Dec. 23-Jan. 6 — Winter break, 

no school.

Jan. 9 — Classes resume.
Jan. 16 — Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday, 

no school.
Feb. 20 — Presidents’ Day holiday, 

no school.
March 13-17 — Spring break, 

no school.
March 20 — Teachers day, 

no school.
April 7 — Spring holiday, 

no school.
May 24 — Last day of school.

= TEMPE UNION =
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BUSINESS

The Tempe Chamber of Commerce 
recognized outstanding members 
who went above and beyond in 

business to make Tempe a better place 
to work and live, during its 22nd 
annual State of the Chamber and 
Business Excellence Awards. 

“There is a wide cross‐section of 
businesses in our community that truly 
embodies our diverse economy,” 
Chamber President/CEO Colin Diaz 
said. “They also reflect the many com‐
plexities that rapid growth and expan‐
sion bring. We need to ensure that our 
environment continues to be feasible 
for both large and small business, old 
and new, as well as current and emerg‐
ing industries. Over the past few years 
our businesses have survived incredible 

odds.” 
Winners included: 
Small Business of the Year — 

Laura’s Gourmet Granola. 
Large Business of the Year — The 

Centers for Habilitation. 
Spirit of Tempe — Marni Anbar, 

DISCOVERosityZone. 
Volunteer of the Year — Paul 

Quinn, R & K Staffing. 
Tempe Leadership Award ‑‑ Tanya 

Gray, ASU Alumni Association. 
Also during the ceremony, Megan 

Martin of Salt River Project became 
Tempe Chamber Board Chair, succeed‐
ing Raveen Arora, owner of The Dhaba 
restaurant.  

“This past year has been a test of our 
resilience, courage, togetherness and 

A large retail center in West Chan‐
dler anchored by Home Depot and 
Sam’s Club is changing hands. 

The Chandler Pavilions, a 20‐year 
old big‐retail center, was sold to Schnit‐
zer Properties of Portland for $29 mil‐
lion. 

That’s nearly triple what seller Ever‐
green Devco paid for the center at West 
Ray Road and 54th Street, just east of 
Interstate 10, in 2020 during the height 
of the COVID‐19 pandemic. 

The Chandler Pavilions sits on 18 
acres and includes five buildings that 
have nearly 161,000 square feet of re‐

tail.  
Other tenants of the Pavilions, which 

is fully leased, include Cost Plus World 
Market, Bed Bath & Beyond, Golf Galaxy, 
REI, Sportsman’s Warehouse, Chipotle 
and Jimmy John’s. 

The Pavilions averages more than 
62,000 visits a week and about 800,000 
a year, according to Evergreen Proper‐
ties. 

About 70 percent of visitors come at 
least four times a year and average a 
half‐hour per shopping visit, according 
to Evergreen. 

Ray54th St. retail 
center sells for $29M

Tempe Chamber announces  
Business Excellence winners

commitment,” Arora said. “Our stars, in‐
cluding the Chamber staff, board, am‐
bassadors and volunteers, shone 
brightly in the darkness of uncertainty 
and challenges to build a better 
Chamber that serves as the face of the 
community.”  

Martin will oversee the Chamber 
Board of Directors through the 2022‐23 
fiscal year.   

“The Tempe Chamber is fortunate to 
count community‐supporting busi‐
nesses as members that have managed 
to grow in these unprecedented times, 

Tempe Chamber President Colin Diaz presents Laura Briscoe, owner of Laura’s Gourmet 
Granola, with the Small Business of the Year Award. 

Chandler Pavilions, a 20yearold retail center at West Ray Road and 54th Street that is home to 
Cost Plus World Market, Bed Bath & Beyond, Golf Galaxy, REI, Sportsman’s Warehouse, 
Chipotle and Jimmy John’s, recently sold for $29 million. 
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and that have made em‐
ployee development a prior‐
ity,” Martin said. 

The Tempe Chamber of 
Commerce, representing 
more than 550 businesses, 
attempts enhance the eco‐
nomic vitality of its member‐
ship and the business 
community, and strengthen 
the local economy through 
network development, advo‐
cacy, professional devel‐

opment and business educa‐
tion.  

It regularly advocates for 
a favorable business climate 
through interactive public‐
policy engagement and pro‐
vides ongoing representation 
in government at all levels.  

 
More information:  

tempechamber.org  or  
480‐967‐7891. 

Jeff Bernick Marnie Anbar Paul Quinn

Tempe Leadership chair 

Dawn Hocking (left) 

presents Tanya Gray of the 

ASU Alumni Association 

with the Chamber’s Tempe 

Leadership Award. 



For Sale 
 

Former B&B in Mancos, CO—  Historic 5 

bedroom former B&B with separate 2 bed-

room carriage house on .83 acres in the 

heart of beautiful Mancos, Colorado. Of-

fered at $849,000 Photos and more infor-
mation at www.mancosrealestate.com 

Wanted 

 
Great Harvest Bread Co. is looking for 
customer svc and baking team members. 
Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in 
& apply at 1730 E. Warner Rd, Tempe. 
 

Services 
Spanish Tutoring (Grades 6-12) Virtual or 
In-Person — Does your child need 
support with Spanish? I am an AZ certified 
Spanish teacher with 15 yrs. of experi-
ence. I hold a B.A. and M.Ed. Email me at 
wellsd59@gmail.com  or call 602-525-
0634. 

Concrete — All your concrete needs. 
Quality concrete work, slabs, footings , 
pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard 
landscaping. Tempe based since 
1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e 
mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, 
bonded and Ins. 11/21 
Contracting — Triple G Contracting, your 
contractor for life: concrete, tile, roofing, 
painting inside & out, laminate flooring, 

electrical, garage floor epoxy, block. 480-
787-8455  11/21 
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, 
Broken Springs Replaced.  Prompt 
professional service, Repair & Installation, 
no extra charge for evenings and 
weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-
251-8610.  11/21 
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – 
General Repair and Maintenance. 
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, 
plumbing, install ceiling fans, fixtures, 
phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, 
neat and dependable. 25 years’ 
experience. Not a licensed contractor - 
Make your list and call Ron 480-233-1834 
or 480-736-1599. 10/21 
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH 
CLEANING - Serving the Valley for Over 25 

Years. Affordable Service with Quality and  
Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. 
Excellent references. 480-838-4066 or 
602-481-7000 1/22 
Afterschool Driver for 2 kids/ Waggoner 
—  Driver needed M/T/Th/Fri to pick up 2 
kids from Waggoner @ 2:10pm and drive 
them home near McClintock and Chandler 
Blvd. 1 hr/day. $18/hour. 2/22 
Painting — Village Painting – 
Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair 
with texture matching, custom faux 
finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also 
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 
814-1588. 10/21 

Pool Equipment repair/replacement—

Weekly Service, GREEN pool Clean-ups , 

the only company where the owner has a 

degree in hydrology! Insured, Certified 

Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service 

& Repair, 480-694-1158.  12/21 

Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – 

Specializing in all phases of construction. 

Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and 

Vinyl siding, AZ rooms, replacement 

windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. 

We love small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. 

Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC  

#112275.  

 
Personal services — Do you feel like you 
need to detoxify your body? Self-Centered 
Detox & Rejuvenation is a brand-new 
boutique spa that recently opened in 
McClintock Fountains. Our services 
support your body's natural ability to 
detoxify and enhance your immune 
system.Contact 
manager@self-centeredspa.com  

Wrangler News Classifieds • Place your ad at wranglernews.com/classifieds
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REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time, 

hire a quality, licensed contractor with 
30 years experience.  
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section are placed by 
local business owners who want to be a reliable 
go-to source that you can trust now and in the 
future. Ads in this section appear in 6 
consecutive issues at a cost of $150, plus tax, 
which includes an accompanying classified ad  
at no additional charge. Call 480-966-0837 for 
information. Note that ads appearing on this page 
expire with the date shown on your invoice. Please 
call 10 days in advance to ensure no lapse in your 
ad’s appearance. 

 

J.A.K. 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

SPECIALIZING IN 

480-820-8711

SEAMLESS 
RAIN GUTTERS

ALUM. SIDING • WINDOWS  
TRIM • AZ ROOMS

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

$60/Month!

Your Honey-Do
HANDYMAN

GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
ELECTRICAL
HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS
FAN INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING
CARPENTRY

RON MINER
480-233-1834

Not a licensed contractor

602.825.2580

• Kitchen • Bathroom 
• Office • Laundry

FREE CABINET DESIGN 
Redrockcabinets.com 
Visit our showroom @

5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2 
Chandler - 85226

D
Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

Call 480-233-6561 
Contactless quoting and cleaning
www.extrememediablast.com

We clean pool tile, fountains and 
water features by removing calcium 

and other build-ups, restoring 
surfaces to like-new condition!

TILE/STONE
Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the Valley since 1974
• Lic # ROC137050• Lic # ROC137050
• Bonded and Insured• Bonded and Insured
• Tile and stone installations  • Tile and stone installations  

  

• FREE ESTIMATES• FREE ESTIMATES
Call Bob Lukert 480-510-4650Call Bob Lukert 480-510-4650

Discounts to Wrangler ReadersDiscounts to Wrangler Readers480-694-1158

Weekly Service. Equipment Repair/ 
Replacement GREEN Pool Clean-Ups

CALL TODAY  
for a free water quality assessment
10% off all drains
No worries 
Just jump in!

ARIZONA OASIS  
Pool Service & Repair

Your Contractor for Life
ROC# 322729 | Licensed & Bonded

Concrete
Tile

Inside/Outside Paint
Pavers

Electrical

Block

  480-787-8455480-787-8455
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Wrangler News is distributed every 
other Saturday throughout the year to 

20,000 homes & rack locations 
in Tempe & Chandler 

 
Founder/Publisher: Don Kirkland 

Executive Editor: Lee Shappell 
Contributors 

Andrew Lwowski, Alex Zener, 
 M.V. Moorhead, Janie Magruder, 
Sally Mesarosh, Billy Hardiman, 
Pablo Robles, Nicole Greason, 

Meghann Sepulveda, 
Cliff Summerhill 

 
The Valley’s Best 

Community Newspaper’ 
            — Phoenix magazine 

Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC 

Offices: Warner Century Plaza 
2145 E. Warner Road, Ste. 102 Tempe, AZ 85284 

 
(480) 966-0845 

Press Option 1 for your call to be directed 

 

CALL US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP 

YOU PROMOTE YOUR TEMPE AND 

WEST CHANDLER ENDEAVORS 

Articles appearing in this publication represent the 
opinion of the writer and not necessarily that of 
Wrangler News or Newslink LLC. Acceptance of 
advertising does not constitute an endorsement of 
the described products or services. We reserve the 
right to reject advertising or other content we feel 

does not meet the needs or interests of our 
readership.  To place a vacation stop and for other 

delivery requests, send email to 
editor@wranglernews.com or 

call (480) 966-0845, Option 1.  
 

Full, downloadable copies of recent issues, along 
with a searchable database of past issues and a 
complete Media Kit with rates & information, are 

available at WranglerNews.com.  
Wrangler News is printed  on partially 

recycled newsprint with ink made 
from 98 percent soy content. 

 
Member: Tempe Chamber of Commerce 

Chandler Chamber of Commerce 
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