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Healing beckons at upcoming Alamo 
Drafthouse event where victims of 
trafficking and sexual abuse will discuss 
how they have moved on. Page 8

Construction begins on oil 
change shop in spite of 
neighbors’ complaints. 
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Colorado mountains offers a 
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29 
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Crews give Tempe streetcar a thorough safety check as scheduled service draws near. Update and details starting on Page 15.                             — Photo by Billy Hardiman for Wrangler News





New Tempe El schools chief Driscoll strives to inspire excellence 

Bulldozers move large piles of dirt as construction gets 
underway on a Take 5 oil change shop at McClintock and 
Warner in South Tempe. — Wrangler News photo by Lee Shappell 
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There will be 
liquid flowing at 
the south- 

eastern corner of 
McClintock Drive and 
Warner Road at Alta 
Mira Plaza, but it won’t 
be on the patio of a 
wine bar/bistro, as 
many neighbors once 
hoped. 

Instead of selecting 
a varietal of wine, their 
choice will be the 
desired weight of motor 
oil. That might not pair 

nicely with their angst. 
After a lengthy 

stretch of full-bodied 
opposition, work began 
June 28 on an oil- 
change facility, after all, 
when a crew with earth 
movers began 
excavation on the South 
Tempe vacant lot at 
8805 S. McClintock 
Drive.  

Kris Baxter, a 
public information 
officer for the city, 
confirmed on June 29 
that Diversified Partners 
and owner Walt Brown 

received their building 
permits in May for a 
Take 5 Oil Change 
business. 

Attempts to reach 
Brown of Diversified 
Partners for comment 
have been unsuccessful. 

Tempe City 
Council on Nov. 7, 
2019 had denied 
Brown‘s appeal of a 
Sept. 24, 2019 city 
Development Review 
Commission’s denial of 
Brown’s use permit and 
development plan 
review. 

After the council’s 
slap-down, Brown filed 
a notice of claim against 
the city for $2.1 million 
plus legal fees, followed 
by a lawsuit in 
Maricopa County 
Superior Court.  

A negotiated 
settlement in May 2020 
granted Brown and 
Diversified a use permit 
and development plan 
review that allows an 
oil-change shop to be 
built on the property. 

Hopes drained for wine bar on site of former service station 
       Pinot Grigio out, 10W30 in, as threatened lawsuit prevails 

New Tempe Elementary Schools Super- 
intendent Dr. James Driscoll discusses his vision 
for the district in this question-and-answer 
exchange with Gabrielle Dunton, the district’s 
strategic communications coordinator. Dunton 
provided additional commentary with the 
continuation of the interview on Page 21.   

 
Question: You have been the assistant 

superintendent at Mesa Unified School District 
for nearly four years. What other career 
experiences have prepared you for your new 
role as a first-time superintendent? 

Answer: I would say the biggest experience 
that I have had to prepare me for this role comes 
from the classroom and being able to see the 

power that teachers have to 
shape the lives of our 
students. This comes from 
my experience as a 
classroom teacher as well as 
being a student and having 
my own personal 
experiences with educators 
who have helped me get to 
where I am today.  

 
Q: What drew you to 

Tempe and what are your 
major goals moving forward for the Tempe 
Elementary School District? 

A: I was very selective in the school districts I 
would apply to be superintendent. I was looking 

for school districts that held the same core values 
and beliefs, and had the infrastructure and 
personnel to be able to do great things for kids, 
and the Tempe Elementary School District was that 
district for me. I believe in TD3’s mission statement 
– that we have to inspire excellence in every child, 
every adult, every day. And it has to be “every,” not 
just a select group. As superintendent, I want all of 
our students to be able to achieve their dreams and 
I want to be able to give them the tools to reach 
them.  

My first major goal moving forward is to listen 
and learn about the Tempe Elementary School 
District from all stakeholders. That includes 
teachers, students, parents, classified employees, 

— OIL CHANGE, Page 20

— SCHOOLS, Page 21
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By Joyce Coronel 
When it comes to tugging on 

heartstrings, it’s tough to imagine a 
more notable example.  

Last fall, when the community 
and world at large were still in the 
throes of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
thieves targeted Tempe Center for 
Habilitation, an organization that 
serves more than 100 
developmentally disabled adults 
through its day program.  

The burglars broke into TCH’s 
maintenance truck as well as a storage 
shed and managed to steal the 12 
catalytic converters from vans used to 
transport the disabled. They also 
made off with a surrey bike and the 
organization’s tricycles.  

Dawn Hocking, director of 
development for TCH, said the theft 
took place about a week before those 
served by the organization were to 
return to the facility.  

“And of course it was during the 
fall when we’re outside riding bikes,” 
Hocking said. “There were several 
non-profits that were hit. We 
happened to be one of them.” 

The damage to the vans was 
particularly distressing.  

“If we had an emergency and we 
had to utilize one of those vehicles, 
we weren’t able to until it was 
repaired,” Hocking said.  

Community support and grant 

funding helped replace the stolen and 
damaged items, but Hocking knew 
there was more to do. She wanted to 
prevent another such loss to TCH.  

“Arizona Lottery saw the story 
and they reached out and said, ‘we 
want to support you guys. This is not 
OK. What do you need?’” 

Hocking had a list.  
 “We realized there were some 

gaps where these people had stolen 
the equipment from that didn’t have 
really good security cameras,” 
Hocking said.  A $25,000 gift from the 
Arizona Lottery’s Give Back 
sponsorship program helped make 
upgrades to TCH’s property, 
including security lighting and better 
surveillance cameras.  

The funds also helped purchase 
four reusable water fountain fillers, a 
big boost since drinking fountains at 
TCH were closed due to the 
pandemic and the need to mitigate 
the spread of the virus,  

The remainder of funding from 
the Arizona Lottery was used to 
purchase a smaller machine to 
sanitize vehicles.  

“There is this synergy. We are on 
the same team and when we see a 
teammate that suffers, we want to 
step in and help because we are all 
pulling together to move all of us 
forward,” said Arizona Lottery 
spokesperson John Gilliland. 

Information: tch-az.com 

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$649
PER UNIT

CROWN
ONE SIMPLE PRICE,
NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Call Today!
480-349-1140

www.azcrowncenter.com
2490 W. Ray Road, Suite 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

HAVE A 
BROKEN 
TOOTH OR 
BEEN TOLD 
YOU NEED 
A CROWN?

Come see the experts for quality 
crowns at exceptional prices.  We’ll 
also replace missing teeth with bridges 
and provide cosmetic crowns to create 
you a confident smile you deserve—all 
affordable, just $649 per unit!

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown,
your insurance will reimburse you $324.50.

WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE 
COMPANIES TO GET YOU 
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT.*

We are open for all of your dental  
emergencies during these trying times!

Lottery’s generosity offsets 
costs after agency burglary 

Victor, a client at Tempe’s 
Center for Habilitation, 
refills his water bottle at a 
newly installed fountain 
paid for by a grant from 
the Arizona Lottery. The 
grant helped provide four 
water refill stations as well 
as security equipment at 
TCH which suffered losses 
at the hands of thieves last 
fall.   — Photo courtesy 
Tempe Center for 
Habilitation.  



A rendering of a Tempe Habitat for Humanity home now being built that combines 3D 
printing and traditional construction to create an affordable housing option.  — Photo 
courtesy city of Tempe 

LO NMLS 181399 • AZ LO-0929234   |   CO NMLS 1632608 • AZ MB-0942690

480-390-4995   |   ChandlerMortgage.com
I love Tempe too !

25 years experience in the mortgage and real estate industry.

Randy Goff
Broker/Owner

• Your small, hometown mortgage broker. 

                   

More Choices

Technology opens door to 3D method of homebuilding 

  Tempe neighborhood first to benefit from new design strategy 

WRANGLER NEWS • JULY  10 - 23, 2021 •  PAGE  5

By Susie Steckner 
Habitat for Humanity Central 

Arizona is building its first 3D-printed 
home in Tempe, seeking to transform 
affordable housing opportunities. 

The custom, single-story home, 
currently under construction on a lot 
originally purchased by the city of 
Tempe for reasonably priced housing, 
combines 3D printing and traditional 
construction to create an innovative 
model for the future. 

The hoped-for result: a scalable, 
cost-effective homeownership 
solution to address the housing crisis 
facing low- and modest-income 
residents of communities nationwide. 

“This is really a moonshot 
opportunity for Habitat for Humanity 
Central Arizona,” said Jason Barlow, 
president and CEO of Habitat Central 
Arizona.  

“When we consider the housing 
issues facing Arizona, the need for…

homeownership solutions becomes 
clear. If we can deliver decent, 
affordable, more energy-efficient 
homes at less cost, in less time and 
with less waste, we think that could 
be a real game-changer.  

“Just think of the implications.” 
The new 3D-guided project 

involves a single-family home with 
three bedrooms and two baths. The 
livable space is 1,738 square feet, with 
a total encompassing 2,433 square 
feet. Approximately 70 percent of the 
home is 3D printed, including 
internal and external walls. The 
remainder is a traditional build. 

It is expected to be completed in 
early fall and could be occupied as 
early as October.  

According to those involved in 
developing the project, Habitat’s 
mission to build its first home of its 

HABITAT, Page  19 



(480) 569-6900
www.aaapaintsupply.com

1721 E. Warner Rd. Tempe, AZ 85284
Warner & McClintock (Basha’s Shopping Plaza)

SEE THE COLOR YOU EXPECT TO,
FOR AS LONG AS YOU EXPECT TO.

You can tell when the color in the store doesn’t match 

the color on your wall. When we reinvented our paint, 

we created our exclusive Gennex® Color Technology 

which makes our paint simpler on the inside and truer 

on the outside. So you get exactly what you expect.

Offer valid for $7 off retailer’s suggested retail price per gallon of up to five (5) gallons of select Benjamin Moore premium paints. Excludes Century®. 
Offer only valid at participating retailer. Offer cannot be combined with other offers, discounts or promotions, or applied toward prior purchases. Products 
may vary from store to store. Subject to availability. Retailer reserves the right to terminate, cancel or modify this offer at any time without notice. Coupon 
expires 07/31/2021. 
©2018 Benjamin Moore & Co. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Century, Color Lock, Gennex, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered 
trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

Stop in today for color, paint and decorating 
advice, and ask us how Benjamin Moore® 
products with Gennex Color Technology 
deliver greater color consistency and 
exceptional durability.

$7OFF
Benjamin Moore®

Premium Paint
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Cities’ 21st century needs are focus of Woods’ address to U.S. Senate  

Tempe Mayor Corey Woods 
testified June 15 before the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Banking, 

Housing, and Urban Affairs regarding 
the city’s infrastructure strategies, 
including innovative affordable 
housing and public-transit initiatives. 

The hearing, 21st Century 
Communities: Local Leaders on the 
Infrastructure Needs Facing America’s 
States, Cities, and Towns, included 
elected officials from across the 
country. Woods was introduced by 
Arizona Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, who 
spotlighted Tempe’s streetcar project 
as an example of “taking good locally 
driven ideas and bringing them to life.” 

Woods’ wide-ranging testimony touched on 
the city’s need for affordable housing, efforts to 
address homelessness, public-transit initiatives, 
sustainable growth strategies and vital 
public-private partnerships. Woods also noted the 
city’s proactive financial response to the COVID-19 
pandemic and recovery plans.  

In addition, Woods spoke to the critical need 
for Congress to send more of Tempe’s federal tax 

dollars back to the city.  
“We need continued and increased federal 

dollars to supplement our local investments in 
affordable housing, public transit, infrastructure 
and programs to provide relief to the homeless, 
those at risk of eviction and other at-risk groups as 
our economy recovers and local revenues get back 
on track,” Woods said. 

 

TEXT OF MAYOR WOODS’  
ADDRESS TO THE U.S. SENATE 

Thank you for inviting 
me to be here today to speak 
with you about the housing 
and transportation 
infrastructure needs of 
America’s cities. 

I am the Mayor of 
Tempe, Arizona. You may not 
have heard as much about 
our city as our neighbors in 
the Maricopa County urban 
area, such as Phoenix and 
Scottsdale, but we are a 
thriving and innovative city. 
The 2020 Census will likely 

say that about 200,000 residents live within our 
borders. However, due to many businesses that call 
Tempe home, including the main campus of 
Arizona State University, we have a daytime 
population that is 70 percent greater than our 
Census population. We are a land-locked 
community, so we only have the option to build up 

— MAYOR, Page 22
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 Richard Utter, Agent 
 Richard Utter Agency Inc 
 2033 E Warner Rd Ste 101, Tempe 
 Bus: (480) 831-8668 
 rickutter.com   

= BUNDLE SAVINGS!

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies,
Life insurance underwritten by American Family Life Insurance Company, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2021 019569 – 4/21 – 14438292

*The average customer who bundles can save these discounts on each policy. Discounts may vary by state, 
property, policy form and company underwriting the auto or property policy. Discounts may not apply to 

all coverages on an auto or property policy. Discounts do not apply to a life policy.

Some things in life are better in pairs, like when you bundle 
your auto and home policies for up to 28% in savings.* 

Plus, the more policies you bundle — the more you can save!

Contact me today to get a quote and start saving.

Some things in life are better in pairs, like when you bundle 
your auto and home policies for up to 28% in savings.* 

Plus, the more policies you bundle — the more you can save!

Contact me today to get a quote and start saving.

Feel Better Today!  
Experience The Healing Power of Acupuncture

6101 S Rural Rd Suite 112Tempe, AZ 85284

info@yinrising.com 

(480) 206-6199

Anna Lunaria, 
Ms.Ac. L.Ac. 
CMT CYT CHT

30 years of experience, Specializing in relief from chronic pain 
with Orthopedic, Neurological and Sports Medicine Acupuncture.

$10.00
Off First Visit 

with this ad

“Excellent care. Excellent recovery. I have had no need 
for chiropractic service. I’ve had no surgeries. I’ve had no 
pain meds in 5 years. I have healing and recovery beyond
my expectations. I’ve required no PT or other methods of 
injections or nerve burning practices since joining Yin Rising.  

              
            - Google Review
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Screening of woman’s assault memories can amplify voices of victims
By Janie Magruder  

 

Until last spring, Amanda Schneider could 
count on four fingers the greatest moments 
of her life: her wedding day and the birth of 

her three sons. 
Schneider added a fifth best day when on a 

Scottsdale theater stage she revealed the raw details 
of being drugged and raped at a work conference 
in 2016. And, most importantly, after years of 
shame, fear, self-doubt and anger, of being healed 
and transformed. 

“It sounds odd to say, but I had never stepped 
into my power in that way,” the Tempe woman said. 
“In a sexual assault, you lose all of your power. But 
in that moment in March, I was standing in my 
power.” 

Schneider was among seven women who 
delivered their messages at “Triumph Over 
Trafficking: Survivors of Sex Trafficking and Sexual 
Abuse.”  

It was presented by Amplify Voices, a nonprofit 
founded by Tempe resident Deb Shapiro, and New 
York City-based Akhilanda Women’s Foundation. 

The program was recorded and will be 
screened at Alamo Drafthouse, 1140 E. Baseline 
Road, Tempe, on Tuesday, July 20. Doors open at 
5:30, and the screening is at 6 p.m. Tickets: 
bit.ly/amplifyatalamo. 

The survivors will participate in a panel 
discussion following the screening. Their 
experiences are shocking, sad and unimaginable, 
Schneider acknowledged. But because these crimes 
still are shrouded in secrecy, they must be shared 
so that healing and change can happen. 

“Yes, it will be uncomfortable, it will be 
emotional. And unfortunately, it is a reality for far 
more people that we even know about,” she said. 
“But even if just one person receives permission to 
acknowledge and feel what they experienced, or if 
one person is compelled through discomfort or 
anger to get involved or be more aware, it’s worth 
it.” 

In 2017, Shapiro created a speaker 
development experience called DEBx to help 
emerging speakers use their voices. About a year 
ago, the painful story of a friend who was sexually 
trafficked and never talked about it prompted 
Shapiro to develop a program for victims. She 
founded Amplify Voices last year to discover and 

spread messages of those who historically are 
silenced, misunderstood or oppressed.  

Shapiro immediately heard from women 
around the country, and seven of them started a 
90-day virtual training to learn to process and write 
their stories in a safe, positive atmosphere. The 
program has been shown in watch parties on social 
media, and “people are in awe of these women for 
their courage and their transformation,” she said.  

One of the goals of Amplify Voices is to show 
that sex trafficking and sexual assault don’t occur 
only in other countries or in someone else’s 
families. 

In 2020, the National Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children received more than 17,000 
reports of possible child sex trafficking. Reports 
have been logged from all 50 states, Washington, 
D.C. and Puerto Rico, and in every type of 
community.  

More than 1 in 3 women experienced sexual 
violence involving physical contact during their 
lifetime, reports the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. One in 3 female rape victims 
experienced it for the first time between ages 11 
and 17; 1 in 8 said it occurred before age 10, the 
CDC reports.  



Loved right 
from the start.
Bringing your baby into the world really does take a team. That’s why Dignity Health 

Birth Centers offer events and classes—so you can build relationships with maternity 

caregivers and other parents-to-be. Let’s deliver humankindness—together. 

To learn more, visit dignityhealth.org/pregnancy-care. 
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For college students who missed 

out on last year’s graduation 

ceremonies because of pandemic 

concerns, the University of Advancing 

Technology has come up with a 

creative answer: two years’ worth of 

sendoffs in one. 

The tech-focused, Tempe-based 

institution is planning in-person 

commencement at Mesa Arts Center 

on Friday, Oct. 22. 

 The ceremony will include both 

years’ grads, as well as those who 

completed requirements in 2019 but 

had planned to commence in 2020.  

Families are invited to attend, 

but reservations are required for all 

attendees.  

UAT aims at educating students 

in advancing technology with a desire 

to pursue careers in that field. 

Programs include Digital Arts, 

Creation & Simulation, Software 

Engineering, Cyber Security and 

Business & Innovation majors, as well 

as classes for Game Studies majors by 

merging artistic and programming 

aspects. 

Join us July 19-24

A holiday for

helping others!

Bring in 3 cans or boxes of food to donate to our local 

food bank and receive 3 non-perishables for a 

free goodie, 5 for a Honey Whole Wheat.

Tis the season to give generously!

edwardjones.com

Are you invested 
properly? Get a second 
opinion.

Joseph B Ortiz, AAMS®, CRPS® 
Financial Advisor

8950 S 52nd St Suite 209 
Tempe, AZ 85284 
480-753-7664

Member SIPC
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Tech college will double up on 
graduation with 2 for 1 sendoff



Michelle Branton Locke
DNP, AGNP-C
Tempe Resident

Integrating wellness medicine 
and aesthetics to optimize your 

health so you look and 
feel great! 

201 E Southern AveSuite 108
Tempe, AZ 85282

www.senseclinics.com
480-819-5700

AGE WELL  •  FEEL WELL

SENSE WELLNESS CLINIC

• Hormone therapy for men and women

• Energy shots

• PDO thread nonsurgical facelifts

• Kybella

• Dysport

McKay’s True Value
480.686.8064
4939 W. Ray Rd.
Ray & Rural Rd. in Chandler AZ

Follow us @mckaystruevalue

Grilling Season is
HEATING UP!
Come in and check out our Come in and check out our 
LARGE SELECTION LARGE SELECTION 
ofof GRILLSGRILLS andand SMOKERSSMOKERS

FREE DELIVERY
and ASSEMBLY

for grills over $300
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Noted lawyer, jurist selected as 
Chandler’s new city magistrate

For Alicia Skupin, Chandler’s 
now formally selected presiding city 
magistrate, anyone who knows her 
might have suggested that her first 
day on the job would require no 
obligatory stint in the get-acquainted 
trenches of jurisprudence. After all, 
Skupin’s familiarity with courtrooms 

and the law 
likely could be 
called by some 
as almost 
legendary. 

Prior to 
her two-year 
approval for the 
municipal court 
job by the 
Chandler City 

Council, which became effective July 
1, Skupin had built a long and 
noteworthy history within her chosen 
profession. 

Working as a city court 
magistrate since October 2014  and, 
most recently, in the presiding role 
since last December, she also served 
over a two-year span as a judge pro 
tempore in the municipal courts of 
Mesa, Scottsdale and Surprise. 

Before that, she was a partner in 
Skupin Law Group, a contracted 

public defender and attorney who 
represented clients charged with 
misdemeanor offenses in municipal 
courts. She also worked for the 
Arizona Court of Appeals as a judicial 
law clerk for one year. 

Skupin received a bachelor’s 
degree in English/Education, and 
ultimately her law degree, from 
Arizona State University.  

She has been a member of the 
State Bar of Arizona in good standing 
since 2002. During her career, Skupin 
has participated in such organizations 
as the Commission on Minorities in 
the Judiciary, as well as committees of 
the State Bar of Arizona Hispanic Bar 
Association, Arizona Magistrates 
Association and Arizona Attorneys for 
Criminal Justice.  

She also has served as a faculty 
member and editor for the Judicial 
College of Arizona, which provides 
training to judicial officers in the 
Arizona Court System. She is fluent in 
both English and Spanish. 

Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke 
lauded Skupin’s selection and said he 
looks forward to working with her, 
adding that she “brings a wealth of 
judicial experience and true passion 
for Chandler” to the position. 

Aug. 4 deadline to submit Chandler bond comments 
Chandler voters have until Aug. 4 

to submit arguments regarding the 
issuance and sale of $2.7 million in 
general obligation bonds to fund 
multiple projects, including 
neighborhood parks and street 
improvements, improve public safety 
services and equipment as well as 
upgrade city facilities.   

The public may submit an 
argument in favor of or in opposition 
of the bond election, which has five 
questions for the following areas:  

• Parks and Recreation Improve- 
ments/ Community Services bonds  

• Public Safety/Fire bonds  
• Public Safety/Police bonds  
• Public Works/Street and Transit 

Improvements bonds 
• Municipal facilities bonds  
The deadline to submit arguments 

is 5 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 4. The cost 
to file an argument is $150 and 
arguments are limited to 300 words. 
The fee must be paid when the 
argument is submitted, and may be 
paid by personal check, credit or 
debit card, money order, or cash. 
Completed arguments may be 
delivered in person to Chandler City 
Hall, City Clerk’s Office, 175 S. 
Arizona Ave., first floor, or sent by 
mail to Chandler City Hall, Mail Stop 
606, P.O. Box 4008, Chandler, AZ 
85244-4008.  

Each argument filed should also 
be submitted in electronic format to 
the City Clerk’s Office at 
dana.delong@chandleraz.gov.  

Info: 480-782-2181, email 
dana.delong@chandleraz.gov, or visit 
chandleraz.gov/SpecialElections.



OPIOIDS
DO NOT DISCRIMINATE

Tempe Coalition.org

Tempe Coalition is a grant-funded project of  a 501(C)3 nonprofi t

#ShatterStigmaAZ

For more information or learn how to get involved 
please contact Bernadette_Coggins@tempe.gov
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Quick season turnaround 
no problem for Aztecs

SPORTS With Alex Zener

The Corona del Sol girls tennis team, after having 
their season cancelled in 2020 due to COVID-19 
and then starting their 2021 season later than 

normal, still managed to play 14 regular season 
matches before the state tournament rankings or 
seeding for the team portion was announced in April. 

Corona, with a 9-5 record, was named the No. 
10 seed for the team portion of the 2021 AIA Girls 
Tennis Division I Team Championship. 

Singles players for Corona in order of ranking 
were juniors Taylor Wasson and Lauren 

Sprowls, freshman Lia Taylor, senior Noelle Hamon, freshman 
Madison Wasson and junior Frida Flores. 

Doubles in order of ranking are 
the team of Hamon and Taylor 
Wasson, Sprowls and Taylor and 
Flores and Madison Wasson. 

The Aztecs, as the No. 10 seed, 
played against the No. 7 seeded 
Perry High School team in the 
first round on April 27 where they 
lost 2-5. 

Additional members of 
Corona’s girls tennis team include 
sophomore Sophia Carroll, 
freshman Solana Frazier, 
freshman Deven Kirsher, junior 
Olivia Koeller, senior Andy 
Soto, junior Milana Strong and 
sophomore Ariana 
VanDerGeest. 

Taylor Wasson qualified for 
and played in the Division I 
Singles Tournament held April 30 
at the Gene Autry Sports Complex. 
She defeated Chock from Mesa 
Mountain View 4-6, 6-1, 6-0 in the 

first round but lost in the second 
round, 6-0. 6-0 to the No. 4 
seeded player from Hamilton. 

Sprowls and Taylor qualified to 
play in the AIA Doubles 
Championship losing in the first 
round 6-1, 6-3, to a team from 
Mesa Mountain View. 

Austin Glogowski, from 
Corona’s boys tennis team, 
qualified for and played in the AIA 
Division I Tennis Championships. 
He lost in the first round 6-1, 6-1, 
to a player from Desert Mountain. 

Seniors Shivom Khare and 
Connor Kippes qualified for and 
played in the AIA Division I 
Doubles Tennis Championships 
before losing in the first round, 
6-2, 6-2, to a team from 
Chaparral. 

Playing singles in order of 
ranking include Kippes, Khare, 
Glogowski, Zachary 

Alex Zener
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Stephenson, Conner Trostle and Luke 
Vigil. 

Additional members of the boys team 
include Mohsen Amjad, Greg Arciniaga, 
Brandon Chaloupka, Tray Daniels, 
Andrian Garcia, Anthony Guadanino, 
Felipe Jue, Andres Lopez, Colin 
Mahaffey, Ian Stark and Valin Verma. 

 
Section 7 Basketball Tournament 

 
The boys basketball teams from Corona del 

Sol and McClintock participated in the Section 
7 basketball tournament held June 18-20 at the 
State Farm Stadium in Glendale along with 160 
teams from 12 western states. 

This affair was considered to be the largest 
high school basketball event ever planned and 
carried out in one place for high schools teams 
in the offseason. 

Section 7 was a unique basketball event, 
outside the normal high school timeframe, in 
that it was organized by the Arizona Basketball 
Coaches Association and then sanctioned by 
the Arizona Interscholastic Association (AIA). 

The reason this event, held in Arizona, is 
called Section 7 is because the AIA is in the 

seventh section of the eight geographic 
locations of the National Federation of State 
High School Associations in the United States. 

Section 7, presented by the Legacy 
Foundation, is an event where players can 
show off their skills and gain the attention of 
college coaches and recruiters which has 
become especially important because 
COVID-19 restricted the usual scouting and 
recruiting practices last year. 

Some players who would like to play at the 
next level have not been able to showcase their 
talents for close to two years because not only 
was the regular high school season cancelled, 
so were most of the club team and college 
camp events.   

It was stated on the Section 7 website that 
350 coaches attended the three-day event to 
watch student athletes compete in over 300 
games.  

In order to showcase these players from 12 
Western states, the floor at State Farm 
Stadium was set up with12 basketball courts 
going at the same time all three days. 

Corona’s team played four games during the 
three-day event and McClintock’s team played 
the same number. 

The Aztecs started off on Friday playing a 
California team, Del Norte High School, where 
they lost 57-47.   

On Saturday, the Aztecs lost, 66-55, to 
another California team, Arcata, and then 
again in their second game to a local team, 
Moon Valley, 69-55. 

On Sunday, Corona defeated Central High 
School, 67-40. 

McClintock started off on Friday defeating 
Mountain Vista from San Tan Valley, 59-44.  

On Saturday, the Chargers played a tight 
game with a team out of St. George, Utah, 
called Snow Canyon Fastbreak, finally winning 
66-63.  

The Chargers were not quite as lucky their 
second game on Saturday when they lost to 
Paradise Honors from Surprise in another tight 
game, 59-57. 

On Sunday, McClintock had another close 
game, this time against Lone Peak High School 
out of Highland, UT. The Chargers were 
defeated 69-66.  

McClintock also played in the Section 7 
finals held at Brophy on June 26, defeating 
Horizon, 48-47 and Highland, 75-70, in their 
second game.
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Bring your tots and meet up with new 
friends for some great play time at our 
New Indoor Playground in our Kid City! 

This is an amazing NEW community 
space which includes bounce houses, 
imagination play, train table sets, an 

indoor playground and MORE. 
FREE indoor play space for tots (birth to 5). 

We request that parents stay with their 
children at Tot Town.

Come Enjoy Tot Town at First Baptist Church of Tempe!

Information: 

201-519-2856
Fbc-tempe.org

Every Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.



 
Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday 

throughout the year to 20,000 homes 
& rack locations in Tempe & Chandler 

 

Founder/Publisher: Don Kirkland 
Editor: Joyce Coronel 

Photography: Billy Hardiman 
www.picturebilly.com 

 
Contributors: Lee Shappell, Alex Zener, 

 M.V. Moorhead, Janie Magruder 
 

‘The Valley’s Best 
Community Newspaper’ 

            — Phoenix magazine 
 

Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC 
Offices: Warner Century Plaza 

2145 E. Warner Road, Ste. 102 Tempe, AZ 85284 
 

(480) 966-0845 
Press Option 1 for your call to be directed 

CALL US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP 
YOU PROMOTE YOUR TEMPE AND 

WEST CHANDLER ENDEAVORS 
 

Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the 
writer and not necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink 

LLC. Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an 
endorsement of the described products or services. We reserve 
the right to reject advertising or other content we feel does not 

meet the needs or interests of our readership.  To place a 
vacation stop and for other delivery requests, send email to 

editor@wranglernews.com or call (480) 966-0845, Option 1. 
Full, downloadable copies of recent issues, along with a 

searchable database of past issues and a complete Media Kit 
with rates & information, are available at WranglerNews.com.  

Wrangler News is printed  on partially recycled newsprint 
with ink made from 98 percent soy content 

Copyright © 2021

T H E  P L A C E  W E  C A L L  H O M E

 T E M P E  &  W E S T  C H A N D L E R

WRANGLER
NEWS

WRANGLER NEWS • JULY  10 - 23, 2021 •  PAGE  14



By Lee Shappell 
wranglernews.com 
 

Heads up, Tempe. The Green Machine is 
upon us. Crews from Valley Metro, which 
have been “burning in” Tempe’s new 

lime-green streetcar vehicles on the light-rail tracks 
overnight since April, now have begun testing them 
on the 3-mile streetcar loop through the Rio Salado 
and downtown areas. 

One obvious difference motorists will notice 
from light rail is that the streetcar shares lanes with 
general traffic. Also, modern streetcars are quieter 
than buses and light-rail trains. 

“Obviously, it’s a new mode of transit for Valley 
residents, and the fact that it shares traffic lanes 
with cars is a new thing,” Valley Metro’s Madeline 
Phipps said. “We’re really glad to get the message 
out that they’ll see the streetcar out there for the 
next of couple of months in testing.  

“It’s safe to drive in the same lane, for the 
most part, but drivers should follow the signage 
and keep back a safe distance. Treat it like any 
other vehicle. The streetcar will obey the same 
traffic signals as all traffic. The operator will stop at 
red lights. It will do the same things that cars do.” 

The streetcar system is Tempe’s latest step in 
its quest to develop a multi-modal transit system 
that gets as many cars as possible off the downtown 
streets, where high-rise, high-density development 
exacerbates congestion. 

“We are really excited about the streetcar 

coming into play in the city of Tempe, particularly 
to add to our regional infrastructure along with 
light rail and bus rapid transit,” said Tempe Mayor 
Corey Woods. “We are looking forward to doing 
everything we can to make sure our residents and 
visitors can get anywhere around the Valley without 
a car, if they choose to.” 

Tempe received some good news on June 11, 
when the Federal Transit Administration announced 
a $17.4 million funding allocation for the streetcar 
from the American Rescue Plan. The money is in 
addition to $75 million in Capital Investment 
Grants the city received for the project in 
September 2019.  

“Public transit opens new opportunities for 
people, and delivers environmental and economic 
benefits to communities,” said Pete Buttigieg, U.S. 
Transportation Secretary. “We are delighted to 
provide support for these projects, which will help 
communities recover from the pandemic and bring 
public transit to more people in the months and 
years to come.” 

Tempe’s nearly $200 million system, more 
than a decade in the making, took a giant step 
forward on June 28 when the streetcar began test 
runs along the entire route in traffic in broad 
daylight. On June 8, crews conducted the initial test 
of the vehicle overnight on the route at a snail’s 
pace, with workers walking alongside, paying 
particular attention to how it negotiates the curves. 

 “Our first priority is operating a safe and 
reliable system,” said Adrian Ruiz, Valley Metro 
director of safety, security and quality assurance. 
“It’s not quite time to get onboard, but we want the 
public to be aware that they will observe and travel 
near the streetcars more frequently in the coming 
weeks.”  

Valley Metro still has not set a rollout date for 
the service nor its fare schedule, according to 
Phipps, but it is expected to begin service before 
the end of this calendar year, she said.   

Phipps said this round of testing is as much 
about the system and its infrastructure as it is of the 
streetcar vehicles, which already have run hundreds 
of miles in overnight testing, known as “burn in,”  
on the light-rail tracks.  

“Now we’re looking at how the vehicle works 
with the actual system,” she said. “They’ll be out 
there sporadically along the route in traffic for the 
next few months. 

“They’ll be looking at all kinds of things. 
They’re making sure that the platforms are level 
with the streetcar for level boarding, how it 

interacts with the overhead wiring system, how it 
interacts and integrates with the existing traffic 
signals – those sorts of things.” 

They’re also looking at how the vehicle 
transitions from overhead power to the segments of 
the route where it operates under its own power.  

Valley Metro advises those who ride bikes and 
scooters not to ride between the rails because it is 
difficult to maneuver in the tight space and their 
tires could get stuck in the grooves along the track.  

It also emphasizes that pedestrians should 
cross streetcar tracks only at designated crosswalks. 
The streetcars are quiet – much quieter than the 
light rail – so pedestrians must be aware of 
surroundings and the signals. 

Two of the line’s six streetcar vehicles have 
been delivered. The next one is due this summer. 
Each has 40 seats. With standing room, a streetcar 
can transport roughly 120 people along the 
short-hop line. The cars are not linked like light-rail 
cars are. Each operates independently. The 72-foot 
long streetcar’s two hinges allow for tight turns and 
give the appearance of being three cars.  

Also, streetcar stops are more like bus stops in 
that they are more frequent than light-rail stops. 
Tempe’s streetcar system has 14 stops, two of which 
connect to Valley Metro Light Rail. Existing street 
parking did not need to be removed except for the 
equivalent of three parking spaces at each stop and 
to clear adequate turning radius in some locations. 

The first of the six streetcar vehicles, the 
Liberty NXT, was delivered in March from 
Pennsylvania-based Brookville Equipment Corp. 
Valley Metro purchased the six vehicles from 
Brookville, the only maker of streetcars designed 
and manufactured exclusively in the U.S., on a $33 
million contract awarded in 2017. 

There were challenges designing a system to 
operate on streets shared with congested vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic while powered by hybrid 
technology.  

Unlike light rail, the streetcar is powered by 
overhead wires along most of the route but 
switches to reserve power stored in its lithium-ion 
battery along some stretches. This feature was 
particularly attractive to Tempe, which did not want 
to uproot trees and destroy landscaping along Mill 
Avenue in order to install overhead wires.  

Stantec Consulting Services, which designed 
other streetcar projects in the U.S., designed this 
project. 

 

 “Our first priority is operating a 
safe and reliable system. It’s not 
quite time to get onboard, but we 
want the public to be aware that 
they will observe and travel near 
the streetcars more frequently in 
the coming weeks.” 

— Adrian Ruiz, 
Valley Metro director 

of safety, security 
and quality assurance 

Tempe streetcar rolls into latest phase of testing as startup nears

STREETCAR, Page 16
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Streetcar 
From Page 15

Four vehicles will be on the system at a time, 
running at 12- to 15-minute intervals, according to 
Phipps. With its frequent stops, the streetcar is more 
like a bus than like light rail.  

Tempe’s is the first modern streetcar line in the 
Valley, connecting riders to the city’s historic 
neighborhoods, businesses, and arts and cultural 
destinations. 

Planners envision the streetcar attracting new 
riders, increasing mobility, strengthening existing 
neighborhoods and creating sustainable development. 
It could positively impact housing values near the line 
as it not only connects to downtown attractions but 
also to Valley Metro Light Rail to downtown Phoenix 
and downtown Mesa. 

The route starts on Rio Salado Parkway at the 
massive Marina Heights development that houses 
State Farm, and then heads west to Ash Avenue, south 
on Ash to University Drive, east to Mill Avenue, 
continuing south on Mill to Apache Blvd., then 
turning east to the Dorsey/Apache Light Rail Station. 
On its return trip to Marina Heights, the route goes 
north on Mill Avenue to Rio Salado Parkway. 

“We anticipate all kinds of people using this,” 
Phipps said. “Students at ASU, employees at Marina 
Heights, people coming to Tempe from other parts of 
the Valley for arts or cultural events, people traveling 
from Sky Harbor can use light rail and then connect to 
the streetcar in Tempe.  

“Certainly, it is designed for those shorter trips 
within the city because it has more-frequent stops. It’s 
more of a connector between our different transit 
systems in the Valley.” 

Anticipated weekday ridership is 2,250 to 2,750, 
according to Phipps. 

The cost, to be paid with a mix of federal, 
regional and local funds, has been controversial from 
the start. Tempe will pay the estimated annual 
operating and maintenance cost of $3.1 million. Some 
critics suggested that it would be less expensive to add 
buses that run on compressed natural gas. 

“Roadways downtown are pretty much near 
capacity,” Phipps said. “The streetcar can transport 
more people more efficiently. Knowing we have traffic 
as an issue, efficiency is consideration. Adding in more 
buses wouldn’t necessarily solve the problem. We 
need to move more people more quickly. Thinking 
toward the future, as Tempe continues to grow and 
there is still-more travel demand, it’s really about 
serving the community there and anticipating what 
the future’s going to bring. 

“This system gets cars off the street, at least that’s 
certainly what we anticipate.” 

Information: valleymetro.org/project/ 
tempe-streetcar 
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Tempe Streetcar stations      The Tempe Streetcar will have 14 stops: • Marina Heights/Rio Salado Parkway (route’s northern termi-
nus) • Hayden Ferry/Rio Salado Parkway • Tempe Beach Park/Rio Salado Parkway • 3rd Street/Mill Avenue (connection to Valley Metro 
Light Rail) • 3rd Street/Ash Avenue • 5th Street/Mill Avenue • 6th Street/Mill Avenue • University Drive/Ash Avenue • 9th Street/Mill 
Avenue • 11th Street/Mill Avenue • College Avenue/Apache Boulevard • Paseo del Saber/Apache Boulevard • Rural Road/Apache Boule-
vard • Dorsey Boulevard/Apache Boulevard (route’s southern terminus, connection to Valley Metro Light Rail, park-and-ride garage) 
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Wrangler News website by the numbers

JUNE 2017: 
3,093 VISITS

SEPT 2019: 
17,117 VISITS

OCT 2020: 
34,582 VISITSOn the road to 1 million 

Since June 2017, we’ve been tracking the growth of our online readership and analyzing this 
data to better serve our advertisers. As depicted in the graph below, our monthly page views 
have seen exciting growth over the last four years, with numbers reaching over 33,000 in 
October last year (compared to the 3,000 in June, 2017). Having surpassed the 600,000 
benchmark for total page views since tracking, we ask one favor: keep doing what you’re 
doing, visit the website if you haven’t already. And help us reach 1 million.  
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New electric fleet vehicle charging stations now available at Tempe library 
With plenty to choose from at 

the Tempe Public Library, most 
visitors are no doubt likely to boast of 
some electrifying experiences during 
their visits. Nothing quite as jolting, 
though, as news that the city of 
Tempe, through a partnership with 
Salt River Project, has installed seven 
new electric vehicle charging stations 
at popular attractions, nearly 
doubling the previous number. 

With the help of SRP’s business 
EV charging rebate, officials say the 
city was able expand the available 
stations that can charge both city fleet 
vehicles and public electric cars. Best 
of all, they’re available now.  

Part of the Tempe City Council’s 
goal to achieve community and 
municipal carbon neutrality, the 

installations were made possible due 
to an incentive rebate program from 
SRP, currently $1,500 per certain 
networked EV charging port. 

This, they say, is among 
incentives to commercial customers in 
SRP’s service territory across the 
Valley, providing rebates that pay a 
portion of the $42,000 cost for the 
new stations. 

The stations, made by 
ChargePoint, can be easily located by 
EV drivers using a ChargePoint app 
that maps out a nationwide charging 
network. People wishing to charge 
their vehicle with the ChargePoint 
station use an app to pay for the 
electricity. 

Said Tempe Mayor Corey Woods: 
“Electric vehicles are a critical 

part of our clean-energy future and a 
key element in Tempe’s Climate 
Action Plan. Tempe is committed to 
increasing the use of electric vehicles 
and will triple the number of public 
charging stations by 2025.” 

Here are key elements of the 
library installation:  

• Three dual-port ChargePoint 
stations now replace the previous 
single-port Blink EV chargers in front 
of the library; 

• One single port Blink EV 
charger near the entry-drive book 
drop was converted to a single port 
ChargePoint EV charging station, 
making seven total charging ports 
available at the facility. 

• The charging stations have 
Level 2 charging ports which deliver 

208/240 volts of electricity to the car 
battery. Each hour of charge time will 
provide eight to 20 miles of driving 
range. 

• New EV chargers are 
dual-purpose and can charge fleet 
vehicles and public vehicles. 

• Completing the project brings 
the total number of EV charging 
stations in Tempe to 28 for fleet and 
10 for public charging. An additional 
eight fleet charging stations are 
planned for construction this fall.  

“We are thrilled Tempe was able 
to take advantage of…the rebate and 
successfully install EV charging 
stations accessible to the public,” said 
Brian Bednar, SRP senior strategic 
account manager for the utility’s 
Government Sector.



 LA  CASA DE JUANA  
 
 

1805 E Elliot Road, Tempe  • Pollack Cinemas Center  •  480-820-0837

DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH 
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND 
MOUTHWATERING FOOD  

 
If you think you have been to a Mexican 
restaurant lately you probably need to 
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic, we mean it! 
Upon entering, you’ll be dazzled by the 
colorful décor, beautiful tables and 
chairs, Mexican painted murals, 
colorful banners hanging from the 
ceiling and beautiful art.   

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this 
your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give 
La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great 
food, awesome salsa,  great service and 
amazing ambience. Don’t forget happy 
hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every  day 
with $2 beer (domestic and imports) 
and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful salsa, 
the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 

Check out our menu or order online at 
juanashouse.com  
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kind in the nation started with a printer from 
Germany and ended on a vacant lot in Tempe.  

Habitat president Barlow praised all who were 
involved in the development process. 

“This kind of innovation does not happen 
without amazing partners and we are extremely 
grateful to all of them,” Barlow said. “Bringing 
people together is central to our mission and in 
this case, we’re bringing together new partners in 
the form of engineers, architects, developers and 
others looking for a breakthrough in the affordable 
housing space.” 

Habitat Central Arizona and the city of Tempe 
have been partners for more than 30 years. Current 
work includes building the 3D-printed home, at 
677 W. 19th St., and building 15 traditional homes 
on four city lots.  

 “Tempe is known for innovation, and this 
groundbreaking project aligns perfectly with our 
goal to identify new solutions that accelerate the 
growth of affordable and workforce housing in our 
city,” said Tempe Mayor Corey Woods.  

“Working with valued partners, we want to 

ensure that everyone who wants to live in Tempe 
can do so. Beyond our city borders, this project can 
serve as a model for other communities as we all 
work to meet the critical needs of families who 
truly are the faces of this growing housing 
affordability crisis.” 

Germany-based PERI shipped its 3D printer to 
the U.S. in March. It was then transported to 
Arizona in April and printing began in Tempe in 
May. 

“Our…team is incredibly proud to print this 
home in Tempe for Habitat for Humanity,” said 
Thomas Imbacher, managing director innovation 
and marketing of the PERI Group.  

He noted that, since 2016, PERI has been 
working intensively on the development of 3D 
construction printing solutions for residential 
construction. In 2020, PERI realized the first ever 
3D-printed house in Germany with a BOD2 printer, 
followed shortly afterward by the largest 3D-printed 
apartment building in Europe to date.  

The 3D-printing project in Tempe is now 
continuing this success story in the USA, Imbacher 
added. 

According to those familiar with the PERI 
process, it utilizes a gantry type of configuration 
and is said to be the only second-generation 
construction printer on the market. The gantry 

system is configured from multiple 2.5m modules 
in length, width and height. 

For those interested in the technical aspects of 
this novel approach, the BOD2 works in three 
dimensions: The print head moves right and left 
along the X- axis; the X-axis moves forward and 
backward along the Y-axis; and the entire XY group 
moves up and down along the Z-columns.  

Thanks to this gantry principle, the printer can 
move to any position within the structure, pulling 
up both inner and outer walls layer by layer.  

The 3D construction device is certified to 
allow workers to remain in the print area during 
the printing process. This means manual work, 
such as laying empty conduits and connections, can 
be easily integrated into the printing process. A 
control unit allows workers to operate the BOD2 
either via a web interface or touchscreen. 

Once the walls of a building are printed, the 
ceilings can be integrated. These are then built in 
the traditional way. 

In addition to co-Presenting sponsors Cox and 
Lowe’s, other partners came together to make the 
project possible, including Habitat for Humanity 
International; the city of Tempe; PERI; 3D 
Construction; Candelaria Design; and The Ramsey 
Social Justice Foundation. 

Information: habitatcaz.org/3D  

Habitat 
From Page 5
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Construction begins on an oil change shop that will soon inhabit the vacant lot at the southeast corner of Warner and McClintock. Walt Brown, right, owner of the property, addresses the 
Tempe City Council regarding the development.  — Wrangler News photos 

Brown claimed that his proposal met every city 
requirement, yet the City Council rejected it 
unanimously, due largely to the scope and passion 
of neighbors’ opposition. 

The settlement, however, did not include a 
building permit. That took some time. 

The site is zoned for an oil-lube shop. 
Property enhancements that had been 

recommended by city staff that Brown and 
Diversified originally declined to incorporate, such 
as setback service bays and improved paving near 
walkways, were agreed upon in the settlement. 

The city will not pay out any money as a result 
of the settlement. 

“It’s important to note that Arizona has some 
of the strongest property-rights laws in the 
country,” Baxter wrote in an email to Wrangler 
News. “Rather than fighting a lawsuit that the city 
would be unlikely to win, we are working to be 
good stewards of tax dollars for all our residents 
and have the best possible business of its type in 
that location. 

“During the process, we heard questions from 
residents about the validity and use of the 
Character Area Plan.” 

The city and residents produced a Character 
Area Study for the area several years ago and that 

plan was consulted for this project. 
“While these documents are consulted by staff 

and elected officials, they are guidelines and can 
never be used in place of Tempe’s Zoning and 
Development Code, City Charter, Arizona State law 
or federal law,” Baxter wrote. 

She added that no additional public hearings 
on the development are scheduled. 

How this settlement plays with neighbors 
remains to be seen. Matt Smith, who headed 
opposition to the project two years ago, said in an 
email to Wrangler News that he is not yet prepared 
to comment. 

The lot once was home to a gas station before 
it was demolished. 

Neighbors were up in arms when it became 
known that Brown then planned a Valvoline 
oil-change operation on the site. They spoke out 
passionately in large numbers against it. Of 772 
respondents to the Development Review 
Commission, representing 11 south Tempe 
neighborhoods in the 85283 and 85284 ZIP codes, 
96.9 percent opposed the plan. 

Diversified Partners proposed a single-story 
building with three drive-through service bays. The 
initial proposal called for a brick-architecture 
building, with heavily landscaped perimeter that 
includes trees that somewhat block the view of the 
building from the intersection, upgraded paving for 
pedestrian connections and a bus shelter. 

Neighbors wanted a restaurant with patio 

dining on the site, similar to those at the 
Rural/Warner intersection a mile away that 
revitalized a former convenience-store space. 

Even Smith, the neighborhood activist, 
acknowledged at the time that Diversified’s appeal 
“is reasonable,” but he and other opponents said 
their concern was less about the immediate impact 
of any business on the corner than it was about the 
area’s future. The General Plan, after all, is the 
vision through 2040. Smith pointed out how 
passionately the neighbors had spoken out in 
person and via social media. 

Brown acknowledged the neighbors’ views on 
the evening when the City Council torpedoed his 
appeal. 

“There is a lot of passion in this room,” Brown 
said. “I’ve invested in this corner because I like 
south Tempe. We’re very passionate about the site. 
We want to do the right thing. 

“It’s amazing to me that the (Tempe) planner 
isn’t here tonight for some reason, so there is some 
stuff that I think we need to talk about regarding 
the facts. I can tell you we worked our butts off and 
tried to do the right thing. We’re here hat in hand 
to try convey that.” 

In denying the appeal, City Council members 
had said they were moved by the overwhelming 
opposition of the neighborhood before they agreed 
to settle Brown’s subsequent lawsuit on their 
decision. 

 

Oil change 
From Page 3
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and administrators. Moving forward, my goal is to 
ultimately change the trajectory of all our students so 
that when they leave us at TD3 they will have all the 
skills they need to move forward and be successful in 
their lives.  

 
Q: What drew you to education for a career? 

What about administration? 
A: The greatest influence I have had in my life is 

my grandmother. My grandmother always instilled in 
me that education opens doors and changes your 
life. I was the first person in my immediate family to 
graduate from college. My initial plan was to become 
a medical doctor, but as I moved forward in college I 
realized I loved working with kids and changed my 
degree to Elementary Education in my senior year. I 
loved it and knew I wanted to continue in the 
education field to impact students’ lives, and I 
wanted to help them get the same opportunities I 
had. As a teacher, I had great leaders and 
administrators who took a liking to me and pushed 
me into pursuing administration. I was happy to step 
into the administrative role, because it allowed me to 
create an impact on a larger scale.  

 
Q: Aside from the pandemic, what do you 

feel is the biggest challenge educators face today 
and how do you think it can be resolved? 

A: One of the greatest challenges for our 
educators is the feeling of inadequacy that what they 
do is not enough, as well as the pressure that society 
puts on them with limited resources. I want to share 
with them that what they do really does change lives, 
and what they do is more powerful than they may 
even know.  

To overcome this we have to change the 
narrative. We need to share all of the great stories 
and highlight all of the students who have been 
positively impacted by us. We need to highlight and 
sing praises of those who support our kids. We need 
to share these stories because we are changing lives, 
and that means something.  

 
Q: What is something important that you 

learned as a child that you have carried into 
your adult life? 

A: Hard work and the value of your word. My 
grandparents taught me this early on. My 
grandmother taught me that you can dream to be 
anything you want to be, but it’s not going to 
happen without hard work. And my grandfather 
would always say, “I’m not giving you much in this 

world, but I’m giving you a good name.” He taught 
me that if you say you’re going to do something, 
you’ve got to follow through. And similarly, if it 
means something to you, you put in the time and 
effort to make it work.  

 
Q: Do you come from a family of educators? 
A: No. Most of the people in my family have 

high school degrees, if that, and work blue collar 
jobs. My wife and her side of the family are all 
educators. As a family, we are teaching and exposing 
our girls to different life experiences. My oldest 
currently wants to be a marine biologist, and my 
youngest wants to be a principal like her grandma, 
or a babysitter.  
 

Q: What is your favorite sport to watch or 
play? Do you have a favorite team? 

A: My favorite sport to watch is basketball. My 
favorite sports teams are the LA Lakers and the 
Detroit Pistons. I played basketball in college and I 
just love it.  

 
Q: What’s the most interesting thing about 

you that is not on your resume? 
A: Something interesting about me is that I 

dropped out of college. In my first semester of 
college pursuing a Pre-Medical degree, the registrar 
informed me that they hadn’t received the entire 
payment for that year so I had to leave. My mom 
came and picked me up from the dorm, and I went 
home and thought that was it. I started looking for 
jobs.  

Then, my grandmother got sick, and before she 
passed away she asked me to promise her I would 
get my degree. I promised her, and when I make a 
promise, I stick to it. So, I went to junior college and 
played basketball and eventually got an academic 
scholarship to continue my undergraduate degree. I 
found the drive to continue and complete that goal 
for my grandmother. I think if she hadn’t told me 
that before she passed away, I don’t think I would 
have gone back to college.  

 
Q: What gives you the greatest joy as an 

educator? 
 
A: Seeing my former students grow up to be 

who they wanted to be. We still live in the area 
where I originally started out as a teacher, and my 
wife and I always see former students at the grocery 
store or out and about.  

Seeing these students be successful in their lives 
brings me joy. That’s all you really want as an 
educator – you want your students to do what they 
want to do, and hope you had a part in helping them 
get there.  

Schools 
From Page 3
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More about  
Dr. Driscoll 

 
 
On December 9, 2020, the Tempe 

Elementary School District Governing 
Board approved Dr. James Driscoll as the 
next superintendent, beginning July 1, 
2021. 

As the Assistant Superintendent of 
Human Resources in Mesa Unified School 
District for nearly four years, Dr. Driscoll’s 
success included recruitment and retention 
of personnel, developing equitable and 
challenging learning experiences for all 
students, and identifying strengths and 
weaknesses in collaborative learning 
communities.  

Prior to becoming an assistant 
superintendent, Dr. Driscoll has held 
teaching experiences in a variety of 
grade-levels in suburban and urban 
settings as well as served as a faculty 
associate professor at Arizona State 
University.  

Dr. Driscoll’s administrative 
experience includes being the Assistant 
Superintendent of East Area K-8 schools, 
Executive Director of HR, Dean of 
Students, Assistant Principal, Principal, 
Director of Special Education, and a 
District Hearing Officer. 

Dr. Driscoll holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Elementary Education, a Master’s degree in 
Educational Leadership, a Master’s degree 
in Human Relations, a Master’s degree in 
Special Education, a Master’s degree in 
Business and Administration and a 
doctoral degree in Educational Leadership. 

Dr. Driscoll and his wife, a fellow 
educator, have two children. Their 
youngest daughter will be in pre-K, and 
their oldest daughter will be in first-grade 
this upcoming school year. 

As Dr. Driscoll begins this new 
chapter in his career, he spoke with the 
District’s Strategic Partnerships and 
Communication Department to give the 
community a little more insight into who 
he is and his goals for TD3 moving 
forward.
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as we continue to grow in size. With our focus on  
sustainable development, density and public 
transportation are central to our city’s long-term 
planning. 

The median income of Tempe residents is 
about $58,000, a bit lower than the national 
average of $62,800. But the average cost of a home 
is more than $270,000, nearly 25 higher than the 
national average. In Tempe, this disparity between 
income and housing costs results in 42 percent of 
renters and 24 percent of homeowners being 
considered cost-burdened, which HUD defines as 
when a household pays more than 30 percent of 
their annual gross income on housing expenses. 

In addition to a dire need for more-affordable 
housing for middle-income workers, we also have 
struggled with addressing the housing needs of 
individuals experiencing homelessness. From 2015 
to 2020, Tempe experienced an increase of over 
900 percent in our unsheltered population.  

Federal programs, such as Community 
Development Block Grants, HOME Investment 
Partnership Programs and Emergency Solutions 
Grant funding, have become essential components 
in delivering housing options to our 
most-vulnerable populations.  

In 2016, Valor on Eighth, a 50-unit 
affordable-housing development that serves 
veterans and their families, opened to our 
community. This project used CDBG to acquire the 
land and HOME funds assisted with the 
construction of the facility. Low Income Housing 
Tax Credits (LIHTC) were utilized to finance the 
development while Project Based Vouchers in the 
facility allows for long-term affordability to be 
financially viable for its residents.  

Just last week, I was at the construction site of 
the nation’s first 3D printed home. The City of 
Tempe transferred the property, originally 
purchased through CDBG funds, to Habitat for 
Humanity for construction of a total of 16 homes. 
This 3D-printed home offers an innovative model 
for the future of homeownership with a scalable, 
cost-effective solution and the federal government 
has a part in this success story. 

Our city has invested heavily in 
affordable-housing initiatives. Through our 
Hometown for All initiative, we negotiate voluntary 
contributions from developers to our 
affordable-housing fund and we dedicate an 
amount equal to half of all permitting fees to these 
efforts. Since January of this year, this program has 
raised nearly $4.5 million.  

Our City Council recently approved investing 
$1.2 million for the purposes of conducting 
environmental and archaeological assessments on 
city-owned land for the eventual development of 
325 affordable rental-housing units and 50 
affordable homeownership units. We are currently 
waiting for the developer to receive approval for 
Low Income Housing Tax Credits in order to get 
the project started. 

Unfortunately, even with the city’s own 
investments, private partnerships and creative use 
of federal programs, we do not come close to 
meeting the needs of our cost-burdened residents 
nor addressing our extraordinary increase in 
unsheltered individuals. Tempe has benefited 
greatly from a 55 percent increase in allocations of 
CDBG, HOME and ESG over the last five years, and 
this upward trajectory of federal support is critical 
for us to continue our collaboration with our 

private and non-profit partners. 
 We simply cannot begin to meet the housing 

needs of our residents without increased federal 
support. 

Public transportation is the other key to our 
sustainable-growth strategy. Many of Tempe’s future 
affordable-housing projects will be strategically 
located along the existing, metro-area light-rail 
system. 

This regional train creates a travel corridor 
between central Phoenix and Mesa, the third-largest 
city in the state, with downtown Tempe and the 
ASU campus at the center of the regional light-rail 
system. 

We have been fortunate to have broad support 
from our business community for a proposed 
expansion of this system, known as the Tempe 
Streetcar program. Businesses located along the 
streetcar corridor have instituted voluntary 
self-assessments to contribute to the project’s 
funding needs. Recently, the federal government, 
through the Federal Transit Administration, 
approved additional funding for the streetcar 
project and we are grateful for that investment.  

Mesa, our neighboring municipality, and home 
to the Chicago Cubs spring-training facility, has 
partnered with us to explore the feasibility in 
expanding the streetcar from downtown Tempe 
into the city of Mesa. This expansion would span 
the public-transportation corridor through 
downtown Tempe, ASU’s upcoming 355-acre 
innovation corridor, and a 1.3-million-square-foot 

open-air shopping development to the Cubs’ 
stadium, all the while linking industrial zones and 
creating opportunity for future affordable-housing 
development. 

Just Friday, our City Council held a joint 
meeting with the boards of the Tempe Chamber of 
Commerce, Tempe Tourism Office and other local 
business leaders. We work very closely with our 
private-sector partners to plan Tempe’s future 
through thoughtful development that includes 
affordable housing and public transportation to 
ensure financial stability and access to economic 
opportunity for Tempe residents.  

We invest a significant amount of Tempe tax 
dollars into these efforts and are committed to 
expanding these community resources. We are 
hopeful for an increased investment from the 
federal government so they can become an even 
bigger partner in the process of planning for 
Tempe’s future. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t note that the city 
itself is managing through challenging financial 
times. 

The city’s hotel transaction privilege tax 
revenues are down over 50 percent January 2021 as 
compared to January 2020, reflecting the steep 
decline in travel and tourism to our region. 
Similarly, tax revenue  derived from restaurants/bars 
and amusements is down over 20 and 60 percent, 
respectively, over the same time period. 

The loss of special events, ASU attendance, 
workers coming into the high rises downtown, 
conferences and spring training has meant that the 
city has fewer resources to provide services while 
our residents and businesses are experiencing more 
needs. 

To that end, we have been proactive in 
enacting cost-cutting measures for the city, and 
federal aid has played an important part in helping 
to maintain services while offering relief programs 
for our residents and businesses. Increased 
investments in infrastructure would provide the city 
with an important tool to address the negative 
economic impacts of COVID-19 and continue to 
develop our community with a sustainable and 
smart approach. 

We need continued and increased federal 
dollars to supplement our local investments in 
affordable housing, public transit, infrastructure 
and programs to provide relief to the homeless, 
those at risk of eviction and other at-risk groups as 
our economy recovers and local revenues get back 
on track. 

I am so grateful for the time you have allowed 
me to speak to you about Tempe’s perspective. I 
feel fortunate to do what I do every day. I look 
forward to answering any questions you might 
have. 

Mayor 
From Page 6

 “ We simply cannot begin to meet the 
housing needs of our residents without 
increased federal support in the coming 
weeks.            — Tempe Mayor Corey Woods
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Nonprofit FABRIC 
Tempe looks to 
the future as a 
capital of fashion 
industry innovation 

Wrangler News staff report 

Opportunity to launch a career in the fashion 
industry now is as close as a historic building on a 
side street in downtown Tempe. 

Everything a beginning designer/apparel 
entrepreneur could need — from concept, to 
small-batch manufacturing, to marketing, to 
delivering creations to customers — is now 
available under one roof at FABRIC (Fashion and 
Business Resource Innovation Center) Tempe, a 
nonprofit with sights set on making Arizona a go-to 
source for fashion-industry entrepreneurs. 

The fashion incubator, business accelerator, 
design studio, academy and manufacturer rolled 
into one is housed in the former Tempe Performing 
Arts Center at 132 E. 6th St.   

“The whole point here is that we can make 
everything under one roof,” Angela Johnson, 
FABRIC Tempe co-founder, said. “Launching a 
clothing line is difficult. It’s extraordinarily 
expensive. The odds truly are stacked against you. 
You can get help here.” 

Heretofore, FABRIC’s biggest claim to fame 
was manufacturing more than a half-million 
FDA-approved Level 2 and 3 reusable isolation 
gowns early this year for medical professionals 
during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
About 100 sewing machines were on the floor of 
the main headquarters. The gowns can be worn 
and washed 100 times. 

“The reusable gowns have kept 60,000,000 
disposable gowns out of landfills,” Sherri Barry, 
co-founder of the nonprofit said. “The gowns have 
also helped keep costs down for health-care 
providers of all sizes, with a price-per-wash that is 
lower than a disposable gown.” 

It drew a visit and recognition from President 
Biden and Vice President Harris. 

FABRIC Tempe provides training, guidance, 
innovative industry resources and access to 
no-minimum manufacturing in order to build 
sustainable fashion businesses with the goal of 
establishing Arizona as a modern fashion-industry 

capital by creating a tech-based, sustainable, 
closed-loop ecosystem that attracts and supports 
direct-to-consumer apparel brands. 

And now, the 501(c)3 nonprofit is extending 
its reach to every corner of Arizona and beyond 
with its recent launch of a subscription website, 
fabricincubator.com, available anywhere at any 
time, and loaded with classes and resources. The 
website brings to fashion-industry career hopefuls 
the one thing that the best fashion schools don’t 
offer: how to be their own production manager. 

But now, Johnson and Barry say the unique 
new website likely will become its new signature 
identity by delivering knowledge that doesn’t exist 
in fashion schools. 

“They don’t teach you the real-life stuff you 
need to know to get a product from idea to 
development,” Barry said. 

Johnson added that design schools are focused 
more on theory and art. 

“We have how-to videos and classes,” Johnson 
said. “Nobody has this. It’s like a brand new thing, 
and it’s the future of the industry. The digital 
roadmap will make a huge difference for those 
starting out. It really demystifies the steps needed 
to produce your designs. Access to our program is 
like having your own virtual production manager, 
quality controller, technical designer, 
branding/marketing expert and business coach 
guiding you through each step. 

“We are just different than the big fashion 
schools. They certainly have their place, and we 
love to partner with them. We are teaching more 
real-life skills that you wouldn’t learn in those 
schools and that you’d normally learn on the job as 
a production manager. So it’s information that not 
very many people get the opportunity to learn 
upfront.” 

 
Less costly than other options 

 
While fabricincubator.com is a subscription 

service, it remains significantly less expensive than a 
big-name fashion school, according to Barry and 
Johnson, and scholarships already have been 
awarded to hundreds of minority and underserved 
entrepreneurs to access the site.  

“We believe that FABRIC Tempe’s efforts will 
take a huge step toward establishing Arizona as a 
modern fashion-industry capital for boutique 
brands and apparel entrepreneurs,” Johnson said. 

The online component complements the array 
of resources housed in the FABRIC Tempe 
headquarters for those who live close enough to 
access the downtown Tempe facility: 

· A main-floor events space, including a runway 
for fashion shows. All new audio-visual, lighting and 
virtual-event equipment have been installed. An 

industrial-grade projector hangs from the ceiling. 
The building can be rented out for fashion shows, 
concerts or dinners. A runway and round tables are 
available for setup. 

· A sewing room for small-batch 
manufacturing, which doubles as a catering area for 
events. There is plenty of room for portable ovens 
and freezers to be wheeled in. 

· Co-working studios with access to cutting 
tables, sewing machines and other resources. 

· A design center, with pattern maker in house, 
a free resource library and no minimum on 
small-batch manufacturing material. 

· A full hair salon and makeup room. 
· An in-house photography studio, 

photographer and sound-recording studio, where 
voice-overs can be done. 

· Classrooms/meeting rooms that can be 
rented. 

Everything from yoga pants to wedding dresses 
have been manufactured in the building. 

 
Longing for a unique look 
 

Barry, an identical twin, became interested in 
fashion design because her parents dressed her and 
her sister identically when they were young. They 
hated it. 

“We were constantly ripping our clothes apart 
and doing things to them to make them different,” 
she said. 

Eventually, Barry would win an international 
design competition that launched her career. 

Johnson’s passion was creating a space for 
small brands that make niche products in small 
quantities. 

“Every so often, one of the designers will get 
my attention and say, ‘I just want you to know that 
because of FABRIC I am able to run a business here 
in Arizona,’” Johnson said. 

“That’s the kind of stuff that brings up 
emotions and makes me teary-eyed. When a 
designer tells you something like that, their life has 
changed. All of that work every day, when we’re 
doing stuff like plunging a toilet, that’s the kind of 
stuff we’ve got to think about.” 

Barry added that FABRIC Tempe is getting calls 
from all over the country now. 

“It used to be just Arizona,” she said. “Because 
we live it every day, we know what’s going on here 
and how special it is. What I’m most grateful for is 
that others are starting to recognize it. 

“It’s craziness and it’s just fueled by fashion 
and gumption and no sleep.” 

 
To donate to FABRIC Tempe: 

fabricincubator.com/shop/donate-to-fabric. 
 



Your Health is our 
#1 Priority!

Be a legend. 
Insure your life.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

With the right life insurance, 

you can leave a legacy for 

your family. I’m here to help.

LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708145

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road

Tempe, AZ  85284

Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com

Hablamos Español

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills, 
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen 

Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying, 
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

 1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

 480.839.2623

WRANGLER NEWS • JULY  10 - 23, 2021 •  PAGE  25

Iridium Satellite, LLC seeks a Principal 
Engineer (Tempe, AZ) to wrk drctly w 
vndrs, subcontractors & cnsltnts to rslv 
oustndng issues. Bach dgr in Comp Sci, 
Elcrcl Eng, Elctncs Eng, or rltd fld & 8 
yrs of exp reqd. Exp mst invl 5 yrs exp 

in the fllwing: GSM ntwrks & IP; systms 
sftwr life cycle; billing systms, software 
systms dvlpmt; C/C++, tcl/TK, Apache, 
PHP, or perl; network engg, dvlpmnt, 
integration, & tstng; telecom systms 

architecture dvlpmnt, circuit & packet 
switched voice & data comm, TCP/

IP comm, & VoIP (including network 
management); and Unix systms. To app 

for this position, pls rspnd to Req ID 
2021-1877 at  

https://www.iridium.com/company-
info/careers/

International firm’s move 
to Chandler area opens  

opportunities for 
job seekers 

Proximity to upcoming employment 
opportunities will be welcomed by West 
Chandler job-seekers when Bestway, which 
manufactures inflatable above-ground pools, air 
mattresses, camping equipment and inflatable 
water-sports equipment, locates in south 
Chandler, with plans to move its U.S. 
headquarters into it this fall. 

Bestway is expected to employ 
approximately 150 within three years and house 
the company’s headquarters, showroom and 
warehousing.  

The move into the 129,680 square-foot 
newly constructed building will allow Bestway, 
which has had a presence in the Valley since 
2010 and selected among the top 100 
companies to work for in Arizona, to expand 
office space to 27,000 square feet, a showroom 
to 11,000 square feet along with the warehouse. 
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Does Aunt Jane want to see her favorite 
grandkid in Wrangler News?  Here’s 

where to find an extra copy . . .
Here's a partial list of the public places and community-minded merchants 
and where you can pick up a current issue. If it’s a Tempe or West Chandler 
business, take a moment to look around, say hello and tell them thanks for 

together. Thanks! CALL 480-966-0845, option 1. for a full, updated listing

Wrangler News office, 
2145 E Warner Road 
(Across from GoDaddy). 
24-hour outside rack.

Kyrene School District, 
lobby, Kyrene & Warner, 
Tempe

Crackers, homestyle breakfast 
& lunch, outside rack, 1285 
W. Elliot Road, Tempe 

Tempe Union HS District, 
lobby, Guadalupe east of 
Kyrene

Tempe City Hall, lobby, 
downtown Tempe

Mill Avenue rack, east 
side, just north of Rula Bula, 
Tempe

Tempe Elementary School 
District, Rural north of 
Southern, Lobby

Tempe Public Library, 
Connections Cafe, Rural 
south of Southern, Tempe

Pier 54/The Lakes, On the 
Water, 5394 S. Lakeshore 
Drive, Tempe

Marcos de Niza HS, 
Main Office, Guadalupe & 
Lakeshore

Bogeys Sports Bar & 
Grill, rack near front door, 
Guadalupe & Rural, Tempe

Tempe Smile Design, 
periodical rack, reception 
area, Guadalupe & 
McClintock next to Rubio's

Steves Espresso, French press 
coffee & more, periodical 
rack to left of front door, 
1801 E. Baseline at 
McClintock, east side 

Freeway Chevrolet, Always 
friendly, always great deals, 
Customer Lounge, 1150 
N. 54th St., Chandler

Casa de Juana, The best 
Mexican cuisine around, on 
decorated bench, lobby, 
1805 E. Elliot, Pollack 
Tempe Cinema complex

Dairy Queen, top of 
rack, Home of the famous 
Blizzard, left of entry, Rural 
& Elliot, northwest corner

Sunset Library, 4930 W. 
Ray, Rural & Ray, Chandler

Arizona Central Credit 
Union, rack at front 
entrance, 1805 W. 
Chandler Blvd., Chandler

Chandler City Hall, lobby, 
175 S. Arizona Ave. 

Chandler Chamber of 
Commerce, 2nd Floor, 25 
S. Arizona Pl., Chandler

Corona del Sol HS, Main 
Office, 1001 E. Knox 
Road, Tempe

Arizona Community 
Church, All are welcome, 
receptionist, 9325 S. Rural 
Road at Knox

Great Harvest Bread, Like 
mom used to make, inside 
rack, Warner & McClintock, 
southeast corner

Seattle Espresso, inside 
table, 1840 E. Warner 
Road, McClintock Fountains 
Center

A note to our neighborhood businesses . . .

WRANGLER 
NEWS
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New digs for Lakeshore Music. After a 
dozen seasons at Tempe Center for the 
Arts, a new beginning awaits in 
Scottsdale.  

Tempe Diablos Stadium is 
getting a facelift but no word 
yet whether the Diablos will be 
involved.  

Yearning to ride: Students 
at Scales Technology 
Academy use two-wheelers, 
minus pedals. 

These 
stories 
& more 
inside

With 120 degrees sending us into reverse hibernation, 
we’re thinking this would be a great time for 
snowboarding. But J.J. Ragsdale has an even better 
beat-the-heat sound-alike: Flowboarding. 

Learn all about it in a special picture-gallery 
section by photographer/filmmaker  
Billy Hardiman on Pages 16-17.
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REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time, 

hire a quality, licensed contractor with 
30 years experience.  
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section are placed by 
local business owners who want to be a reliable 
go-to source that you can trust now and in the 
future. Ads in this section appear in 6 
consecutive issues at a cost of $150, plus tax, 
which includes an accompanying classified ad  
at no additional charge. Call 480-966-0837 for 
information. Note that ads appearing on this page expire with 

the date shown on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to 

ensure no lapse in your ad’s appearance. 
 

J.A.K. 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

SPECIALIZING IN 

480-820-8711

SEAMLESS 
RAIN GUTTERS

ALUM. SIDING • WINDOWS  
TRIM • AZ ROOMS

Jennifers,
House Cleaning 
Quality Professional Cleaning

Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

20 Years Experience-Bonded & Insured

480.833.1027

Not Enough Time in the day? Call

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

$60/Month!  GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
 ELECTRICAL
 FAN INSTALLATIONS
 PLUMBING
 CARPENTRY
 HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

 RON MINER

480-233-1834 
480-736-1599

Your Honey-Do  
HANDYMAN

Not a licensed contractor

602.825.2580

• Kitchen • Bathroom 
• Office • Laundry

FREE CABINET DESIGN 
Redrockcabinets.com 
Visit our showroom @

5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2 
Chandler - 85226

 

ROOFING 
Maintenance starting 

at $250. Free Estimates 
on Re-roofs. 

480-446-7663 
Spencer 4 Hire Roofing 

Lic #244850

HANDYMAN 
Semi-Retired 

General Contractor 
Need small jobs done 

around the house? 
 

Call John 
480-772-7649 cell 

Not a licensed contractor
480-999-1385

w w w.InfinityRemodel.com

Full Remodels
Kitchen / Bath
Flooring
Painting
HVAC
Electrical / Plumbing

Licensed, Bonded 
and Insured

Infinity Property Services, LLC
ROC #228281

Unlimited Tree Trimming 
& Yard Cleanup 

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

WE DO COMPLETE
Tree Trimming, 
Yard Cleanup, 

Weeding, Pruning, 
Desert Landscaping, 

Removal & Hauling of Anything.
Reasonable Reliable & Prompt

D
Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

 

This space is  
AVAILABLE! 

 
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140             
 

Call 480.966.0837 

Call 480-233-6561 
Contactless quoting and cleaning
www.extrememediablast.com

We clean pool tile, fountains and 
water features by removing calcium 

and other build-ups, restoring 
surfaces to like-new condition!

 

This space is  
AVAILABLE! 

 
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140             
 

Call 480.966.0837 

www.wshomemaintenance.com
602-900-0667

Landscaping
Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Reseeding
Brush Removal
Irrigation, Clean Ups

Pavers, Weeding, Garden Design
Stump Grinding

ELLIOT KYRENE STORAGE

480.418.6946 
elliotkyrenestorage.com

Rent affordable, secure,  
climate controlled storage! All units on 
ground level and individually alarmed, 

with on-site manager.

480-694-1158

Weekly Service. Equipment Repair/ 
Replacement GREEN Pool Clean-Ups

CALL TODAY  
for a free water quality assessment
10% off all drains
No worries 
Just jump in!

ARIZONA OASIS  
Pool Service & Repair

 

This space is  
AVAILABLE! 

 
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 6 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140             
 

Call 480.966.0837 
20% off for referrals

Your Contractor for Life
ROC# 322729 | Licensed & Bonded

Concrete
Tile

Inside/Outside Paint
Pavers

Electrical

Block

  480-787-8455480-787-8455

Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood People You Know
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For Sale  
 
Ulta Freezer (-86C) for sale: Thermo Forma -
86C ULT Freezer (23.0 CFT), working condition 
for $8500 OBO, much wider than lab door to get 
in the laboratory is reason for sale. 480-703-
4227   7/10 

 

 

Help Wanted 
 
Great Harvest Bread Co is looking for both cus-
tomer service and baking team members. Pay is 
DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in and fill out 
an application 1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe 
 

 Services  
ALTCS/Medicaid-AZ Long-Term Care System 
— Need help to pay for Long-Term Care? Stay 
in your home, have your unlicensed family 
member(s) be paid by Arizona-ALTCS to 
provide your needed care! Call/Text 480-203-
9592 or Visit ALTCSecrets.com 9/21 
 
Cabinets—We can guide you through the new 
cabinet process for your kitchen, bath or 
laundry room; call Jim @ 602-825-2580; Red 
Rock Cabinet Co.  8/21 
 
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, 
Stucco, Roofing, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, 
Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call 
Roger 480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry  
@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. Bond. Ins. 8/21 
 
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality 
concrete work, slabs, footings , pavers , re-
route sprinklers, hard landscaping. Tempe 
based since 1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 
3373 e mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. 
Lic, bonded and Ins. 8/21 
 
Contracting — Triple G Contracting, your 
contractor for life: concrete, tile, roofing, 
painting inside & out, laminate flooring, 
electrical, garage floor epoxy, block. 480-787-
8455  7/21 
 
Digital Math or Spanish tutoring— Hello, my 
name is Adam! I am a certified teacher and am 

offering Spanish and math tutoring. Digital 
tutoring is always available as needed. Please 
call (480)789-0604 or e-mail  
a.a.peterson94@gmail.com. 7/21 
 
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken 
Springs Replaced.  Prompt professional service, 
Repair & Installation, no extra charge for 
evenings and weekends. Not a licensed 
contractor. 480-251-8610.  8/21 
 
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your 
home and yard repairs, call Dan at 480-763-
8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I 
do it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. 
Local Resident with over 20 years’ experience. 
Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. 
Free Estimates. 9/21 
 
Handyman-Handy Joe Home Services—
Plumbing, electrical, sprinklers, door and 
drywall repairs; drain cleaning, etc. Make your 
list my list and watch it disappear. Not a 
licensed contractor. Call Joe 602-614-1486. 
7/21 
 
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General 
Repair and Maintenance. Electrical, home 
entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling 
fans, fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. 
Clean, neat and dependable. 25 years’ 
experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make 
your list and call Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-
736-1599. 7/21 
 
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH 
CLEANING - Serving the Valley for Over 25 
Years. Affordable Service with Quality and  
Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. Excellent 
references. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000 
1/22 
 
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE 
CLEANING – Not enough time in a day?? We 
provide quality professional cleaning! Super de-
pendable. Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a 
free phone quote. References avail. 20 years’ 
experience Bonded – AG0601, insured-46871. 
It’s a CLEAR choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027.  
8/21 
 
Landscaping — Tree cutting, tree removal, 
reseeding, brush removal, irrigation, clean-ups, 
pavers, weeding, garden designing 602-900-
0667; wshomemaintenance.com 8/21 

 
Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior 
painting, drywall repair with texture matching, 
custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs 
also welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-
1588. 7/21 
 
Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly 
Service, GREEN pool Clean-ups , the only 
company where the owner has a degree in 
hydrology! Insured, Certified Pool Operator, 
Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 480-694-
1158.  9/21 
 
Pools — Extreme Media Blasting; we clean pool 
tile, fountains & water features by removing 
calcium build-up, restoring surfaces to like-

new; 480-233-6561 9/21 
 
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – 
Specializing in all phases of construction. Rain 
gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl 
siding, AZ rooms, replacement windows & 
doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love small 
jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded 
and insured. ROC #112275. 8/21 
 
Sprinklers — Aqua Masters—Specializing in 
System Check-Ups,Valves, Heads, Timers, Leak 
Detection, Wire Locating & Troubleshooting, 
Brown Spots & Low Pressure Problems; 
30+Years’ Experience Quality Service 480-478-
0073 www.AquamastersAz.com 9/21 
 

Wrangler News Classifieds • 30 words / 2 issues / $20  • Get details & place your ad at wranglernews.com
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One cool adventure

 When Wrangler News staffer Noah Kutz and a group of friends set off 
for a mid-summer backpacking adventure to the mountains near Aspen, 
Colo., they knew the 12,000-foot elevation would offer a cool respite 
from the Valley’s heat.  What they didn’t expect was the spectacular 
views of a remote paradise, and a chance to capture photo memories of 
some of Mother Nature’s best — which, he added, the group was 
surprised to find without the necessity of taking a trip to the Swiss Alps. 
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Tempe Chamber Announces 
2021-22 Board of Directors Congratulations, 2021 Award Recipients!

TerrainHopper
  

 

Save the Date!
Friday, August 27*, 2021 
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Commentary . . . by Matt Orlando 

  Preparing our workforce for tomorrow

Chandler is a city that embraces global 
technologies, implements sustainable 
solutions and pilots innovative ideas.  

This practice has dubbed the city as the 
Technology and Innovation Hub of the Southwest 
and attracts companies and residents from all over 
the world to call Chandler home.  

As a Councilmember, I 
recognize the importance of 
providing infrastructure and 
services that will support current 
and future companies and 
technologies, and this includes a 
prepared and educated workforce.    

The City of Chandler is 
committed to preparing the 
workforce of tomorrow through a 
variety of partnerships and 
programs.  

From early literacy initiatives to regional 
workforce coalitions, we aim to provide workforce 
development at every level. I’m personally involved 
in this, which is a collaborative literacy project 
made up of community organizations and 
businesses committed to ensuring that pre-school 
children obtain the necessary literacy skills for 

school readiness.   
Here are just a few of our successes from our 

partnership with Readon Chandler and several of 
our non-profit organization:  

• In January ReadOn was given 1,500 books as 
a donation from the Molina Family Foundation. The 
books ranged from adult to children and were 
given out at all four Chandler Public Libraries. The 
largest portion was put into Grab and Go bags for 
children ages 0-5.  Working with some of our local 
nonprofit organizations, we distributed 150 Grab 
and Go bags to our high risk population kids. 

• We hosted virtual story time with a planned 
activity for at risk kids and their families for a total 
of 7 weeks.  

• We completed two Ready, Set, Kindergarten 
sessions at one of our non–profit organizations.   
Ready, Set, Kindergarten is a 7-week school 
readiness program for 4 and 5 year olds preparing 
to enter Kindergarten. 

• Additional Ready, Set, Kindergarten sessions 
are planned for later this year, as well we are 
working with ReadOn AZ on a new initiative to 
expand Ready, Set, Kindergarten sessions at three of 
our elementary schools. 

Also, the funding from the American Rescue 

Plan Act allowed our city to distribute an additional 
$335K to numerous early childhood learning and 
educational programs to non-profits like AZCEND, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, Boys & Girls Clubs of the 
Valley, Chandler Cultural Foundation, East Valley 
Jewish Community Center, ICAN, Junior 
Achievement of Arizona, The Salvation Army, Si Se 
Puede Foundation and the Chandler Family YMCA. 

I am a firm believer that early education has a 
positive long-term effect.  

I am proud that the city supports programs 
like this and I will continue to work with city staff 
to expand our early reading and education 
programs this fall by contacting other community 
organizations and schools to participate in this 
critical step in a child’s development. 

Chandler is the premier location for 
cutting-edge technologies.   

The City Council and I are dedicated to 
providing resources and leveraging partnerships to 
create a workforce to support our future growth 
and quality of life.  

 
Matt Orlando is a member of the Chandler 

City Council. 
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