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New digs for Lakeshore Music. After a 
dozen seasons at Tempe Center for the 
Arts, a new beginning awaits in 
Scottsdale.  Page 24 

Tempe Diablos Stadium is 
getting a facelift but no word 
yet whether the Diablos will be 
involved. Page 3 

Yearning to ride: Students 
at Scales Technology 
Academy use two-wheelers, 
minus pedals.  Page 29 

These 
stories 
& more 
inside Hover with your cellphone 

camera and click the prompt to 
see these stories & others at our 

Wrangler News website

WET, WILD & COOL 

With 120 degrees sending us into reverse hibernation, 
we’re thinking this would be a great time for 
snowboarding. But J.J. Ragsdale has an even better 
beat-the-heat sound-alike: Flowboarding. 

Learn all about it in a special picture-gallery 
section by photographer/filmmaker  
Billy Hardiman on Pages 16-17.





Changes due for Diablo 
Stadium...but will one 
of them be the Diablos?
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$104M OK’d for Tempe police as task force winds down its studies 

Chandler’s upcoming budget foresees a ‘return to normalcy’
By Lee Shappell 
wranglernews.com 
 

With a focus on “returning 
to normalcy,” Chandler 
City Council on June 10 

unanimously adopted a 2021-22 
fiscal year budget of nearly  
$1.1 billion. 

There was no public input or 
comment for or against the new 
budget. The coming fiscal-year 
budget, which becomes effective 
July 1, is 13.6 percent larger than 
that of the current fiscal year. It 
anticipates the city receiving $36 
million in American Rescue Plan Act 
grants. 

“This budget is the result of 

department directors and their 
respective teams’ review and 
prioritization of services and 
projects based on Council’s 
Strategic Policy Goals, guidance 
from the Council Budget Kickoff in 
December 2020, and subsequent 
budget workshops,” said Acting City 
Manager Josh Wright.  

“As the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic incorporated 
into the current year’s budget were 
fortunately not realized, the budget 
has been adjusted to allow funding 
of the needed programs that impact 
our residents daily, but continues to 
ensure they are delivered in an 
efficient and responsible way. 

“This continues to reflect 

Chandler’s commitment to hear our 
citizens by providing the highest 
quality services in the most 
cost-effective manner while 
maintaining the city’s long-term 
financial sustainability. It is 
important to remember that the 
adopted budget for fiscal year 
2020-21 included significant 
reductions to minimize any 
potential impacts from the 
COVID-19 outbreak.” 

Last year’s budget was pared 
to bare bones, the city said, during 
the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic to guard against 
catastrophic loss of revenue. 

That did not happen. In fact, 

— CHANDLER, Page 8 

Changes are coming to Tempe Diablo 
Stadium that will keep the Los 
Angeles Angels at the remodeled 

park for spring training through at least 
2035. 

One change the Tempe Diablos hope 
is not made, however, is their relationship 
with the city and the team on game days at 
the ballpark, where the Diablos are the 
primary charitable recipient. 

No official word has been given to the 
Diablos, a Tempe all-volunteer 

— DIABLOS, Page 20

By Lee Shappell 
wranglernews.com 
 

Although the Public Safety Advisory Task Force 
hasn’t quite completed its work and 
rendered a report, Tempe City Council 

approved $104 million for the Police Department 
on June 10 as it adopted a $1.2 billion budget for 
fiscal 2021-22. 

Unlike the previous year, when there was a 
march on City Hall by those wanting to defund the 
Police Department, there was no public input or 
comment offered this time and the Council 
adopted the new budget unanimously. 

The Public Safety Advisory Task Force is 
charged with taking a deep dive into the police and 
making recommendations on procedures that 
rethink approaches to community safety in the 
wake of social-justice concerns following several 
high-profile incidents involving the department 

that have been questioned by the public.  
Social justice, systemic racism and the role of 

policing came into the spotlight during the past 
year during the COVID-19 pandemic. The task 
force is to create a strategic plan designed to build 
trust, accountability and dialogue between the 
community and the Police Department. 

The 22-member volunteer panel, which was 
convened last fall by Mayor Corey Woods, initially 
was to have six meetings through December. A 
seventh was added in January. In the time since, as 
the task force attempted to summarize material and 
create a draft strategic plan to present to City 
Council, yet another meeting of the panel was 
called this month. 

The task force plans to present its summary to 
City Council on June 17. The report will be made 
public for input sometime after. 

Tempe, however, couldn’t wait. It is required 
by state law to have a budget adopted and 
property-tax levy approved for the coming fiscal 

year before July 1. The tax levy sign-off is 
scheduled for June 24. 

Woods said the task force’s delay did not 
present problems in establishing funding for the 
Police Department for the coming year. 

“At the end of the day, it might have been ideal 
to have had the task force report done before we 
got into the budget season, but internally our goal 
was not to worry as much about speed as about 
getting things right,” Woods said. “So with the task 
force report, we want to take our time, make sure 
that we are accurately collecting input and 
feedback from the 22 task force members, and 
producing a report that was truly representative of 
those seven meeting over a period of about three 
months.  

“But it did not pose problems with regard to 
figuring out budgeting for the Police Department 
or any other department for this coming fiscal 
year.”  

— TEMPE, Page 6



h

JUNE 19 - JULY 9, 2021     •      PAGE 4     •     WRANGLERNEWS.COM

Commentary . . . 
by Jennifer Adams 
Summer’s here: 
Make it safe and fun 

It may sound unlikely, but 
summer is one of my favorite times in 
Tempe.  

Sure, the temperatures are 
scorching but the city pools and 
splash pads are full of life, our trails 
are full in the early morning hours 
and even our golf courses are full of 
diehard golfers. 
And this summer 
has an even more 
special air to it 
because families 
and friends can 
start getting back 
together again.  

One thing 
that has not 
changed is the need to follow some 
basic summer safety precautions. 
Once again, the City of Tempe is 
reaching out to residents to let them 
know about things to keep in mind to 
stay safe this summer. I wanted to 
help that effort by sharing these 
precautions with you, too! 

First and foremost, we need to 
ensure we stay healthy to avoid a 
COVID-19 resurgence – please get 
vaccinated if you have not yet done so 
and follow national and local 
guidance.  

Next is staying safe around water 
and in the heat: 

Are you working or exercising 
outside? Do it early or late in the day 
and take breaks in the shade or air 
conditioning. Remember to drink 

plenty of water.  
Vehicles are NEVER a place to 

leave kids or pets – for any length of 
time. Always check your backseat 
before leaving the car.  

Being safe around water is as 
simple as ABC – Adult supervision, 
Barriers and Classes. The city has 
great swim lessons for any age. Check 
out tempe.gov/swim. The Tempe 
Family YMCA also offers swim lessons. 
Visit valleyymca.org/tempe. /.  

If your air conditioning goes out 
or you encounter someone in need, 
several locations in Tempe offer cool 
places to be. Water bottle donations 
are always welcome in the summer 
for people in need. Find all of this 
information at tempe.gov/HeatRelief.  

As Independence Day 
approaches, make sure you know 
about fireworks laws and safety. While 
state law allows their sale, the City of 
Tempe regulates their use and not all 
types are legal to use here. Plus, there 
is greater awareness today about the 
impacts of fireworks on veterans and 
pets, so ensure that you are educated 
on these considerations. We provide 
information on this at 
tempe.gov/fireworks.  

All of these tips and more are at 
tempe.gov/SafeSummer and residents 
can always call Tempe 311 at 
480-350-4311. 

I hope that Summer 2021 is a 
great one for you and your family. As 
always, I am here for your questions 
and feedback. Reach out to me at 
jennifer_adams @tempe.gov. or call 
480-350-8835. You can also find me 
on Facebook at JenniferAdamsTempe. 

 
Jennifer Adams is a member of 

the Tempe City Council. 

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$649
PER UNIT

CROWN
ONE SIMPLE PRICE,
NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Call Today!

www.azcrowncenter.com

HAVE A 
BROKEN 
TOOTH OR 
BEEN TOLD 
YOU NEED 
A CROWN?

Come see the experts for quality 
crowns at exceptional prices.  We’ll 
also replace missing teeth with bridges 
and provide cosmetic crowns to create 
you a confident smile you deserve—all 
affordable, just $649 per unit!

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown,
your insurance will reimburse you $324.50.

WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE 

COMPANIES TO GET YOU 

MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT.*

We are open for all of your dental  
emergencies during these trying times!

Tempe High vaccination 
site for ages 12 and older 

Tempe Union High School 
District plans to collaborate with 
Valley health care partners to bring 
two COVID-19 vaccine points of 
dispensing to the Tempe and West 
Chandler areas starting June 22. 

In conjunction with Albertsons 
pharmacies and Maricopa County 
Department of Public Health, TUHSD 
will host dispensing at locally at 
Tempe High School. 

The Pfizer vaccine will be 
available to children ages 12 and 
older as well as to any interested 
adults. Registration link: kordinator. 
mhealthcoach.net.  



LO NMLS 181399 • AZ LO-0929234   |   CO NMLS 1632608 • AZ MB-0942690

480-390-4995   |   ChandlerMortgage.com
I love Tempe too !

25 years experience in the mortgage and real estate industry.

Randy Goff
Broker/Owner

• Your small, hometown mortgage broker. 

                   

More Choices

Update . . . from the Wrangler News staff 

  Our digital future is here. We hope you’re as excited as we are.  
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As we think many of you know, 
we’ve been working toward 
providing a wider scope of 

news, feature stories and photos that 
continues to keep pace with the 
broader range of interests we see 
every day in our Tempe and West 
Chandler community. 

And while we consistently have 
promised that our driveway- and news 
rack-delivered print editions will 
endure, we’re also aware of the 
growing number who utilize digital 
media for its immediacy and 
convenience. 

Who among us won’t admit that 
we turn to our cellphones, computer 
screens, iPads or tablets when we 
want quick insight into what’s going 
on around us? In the scheme of 
global information gathering, going 
digital has become the de rigueur 
method of choice. Which leads us to 
say we’re not only keeping up with 
that trend but actively accelerating 

our pace. 
Even though we don’t do regular 

headcounts of the age demographics 
comprising our readership, we 
continue to develop content that we 
believe will appeal to an across-the- 
board span of those who, whatever 
their individual interests may be, 
enjoy what Wrangler News and 
wranglernews.com have to offer.  

Which of course suggests that 
both print and digital versions of our 
little hometown newspaper have a 
sizeable audience. 

It’s also why we’re investing in 
what we feel are some exciting—and 
worthwhile, we hope—improvements 
to both of those enterprises, 
especially the digital ones. 

First, we temporarily conscripted 
our longtime partner Noah Kutz, who 
is now awaiting assignment as a newly 
commissioned lieutenant in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, to launch a review and 
make upgrades to our existing social 

media programs.  
He’s working with our IT guru, 

Matt Williams, as well as with staffers 
Joyce Coronel and Lee Shappell, to 
implement what we expect to be 
some impressive modernization of the 
online content we already have. 

We haven’t yet finalized those 
upgrades, but we want you to be 
aware not only of the changes that are 
coming but to consider being 
involved in helping us to plan them.  

By this we mean that we 
welcome ideas you might have about 
design and layout to ensure that you 
find our site easy to read and 
navigate; possible changes to the 
twice- or three-times-a-week schedule 
by which we post new content 
(sometimes even daily, depending on 
what we feel you’ll appreciate seeing 
before it’s old news); and how we 
alert you to newly posted stories and 
photos. 

We also encourage readers to 

email us with thoughts about what 
they read in print or see online; local 
events they think we missed or might 
like to cover; people deserving of 
recognition; new businesses in their 
neighborhood—even things they see 
occurring in their city that may need 
attention but so far have missed the 
notice of those in a position to do 
something about them. 

In other words, by expanding 
our reach to the evolving digital 
arena, we think it will be easier for 
you to alert us and for us to cover the 
stories that are important to all of us 
as residents of our neighboring 
communities. 

We’re enthusiastic about the 
opportunities that lie ahead for news 
gathering and news sharing, and 
confident that little neighborhood- 
focused newspapers like ours will 
continue to be your most counted-on 
source of reliable local information, 
both now and in the future. 



Michelle Branton Locke
DNP, AGNP-C
Tempe Resident

Integrating wellness medicine 
and aesthetics to optimize your 

health so you look and 
feel great! 

201 E Southern AveSuite 108
Tempe, AZ 85282

www.senseclinics.com
480-819-5700

AGE WELL  •  FEEL WELL

SENSE WELLNESS CLINIC

• Hormone therapy for men and women

• Energy shots

• PDO thread nonsurgical facelifts

• Kybella

• Dysport

• Independent Living for Adults 55+
• In-Home Personal Care Services
• Assisted Living
• Secure Memory Care
• Nursing & Rehabilitation Care

2555 N Price Rd, Chandler, AZ 
NorthChandlerPlace.com  

Schedule a tour and ENJOY LUNCH ON US!

480.345.7171

NORTH CHANDLER PLACE

Located on North bound Price Road, North of Warner at Conference Drive
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The budget allocation of $103.8 million for the 
Police Department is an increase of about $7 
million from the previous year.  

“There were eight full-time positions restored 
to the Police Department that were previously 
frozen as a result of the pandemic and some of the 
budgetary challenges that caused,” Woods said. 

The budget overall casts an eye toward 
Tempe’s continuing morph into a high-density, 
urban downtown. 

“One of the things we’re looking at is what 
staffing in all departments, not just the police, 
should look like,” Woods said. “Obviously, for a city 
of probably over 200,000 when the new Census 
numbers come in, we are a net importer of jobs; 
we’ve got Arizona State University, the nation’s 
largest public university, right in our backyard; 
we’re obviously special events-friendly and we’re 
obviously a city getting more dense and taller, 
especially in our downtown.  

“We have to take those things into account 
when we look at what the staffing levels should 
look like moving forward. I’m confident in our city 

manager, Andrew Ching, and our police chief, Jeff 
Glover, to look at those things and make 
recommendations.” 

As of last month, Tempe still had 50 full-time 
positions frozen from its belt-tightening caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. About 495 part-time 
workers were furloughed.  

“We’re attempting to build in a lot of flexibility 
within our budget, so as we talk to the various 
departments and listen to our residents we are able 
to make changes during the year if necessary,” 
Woods said. “We budgeted very conservatively last 
year with the pandemic. We’re fortunate that things 
didn’t end up as bad as they could have been and 
we are beginning to see economic recovery and 
rebound. So there is heavy contingency funding 
built into the budget this year to allow us to make 
adjustments as we see necessary.” 

Tempe is scheduled to receive $46 million – 
$23 million this year and $23 million next – in 
federal COVID-19 relief money. There could, 
however, be guidance from the federal government 
about how that money can be spent. There could 
be restrictions, so the city is being careful how it 
plans for those funds, according to the mayor.  

Woods acknowledged that the Police 
Department, as well as all others, was asked this 

past year to do more with less.  
“You can only do that for so long,” Woods said. 

“It is important that we look for efficiencies. We’ve 
had to be creative and innovative and figure out 
how to do this work in different ways, so the 
staffing structure may change a little bit as we 
emerge from the pandemic. 

“We do recognize that a lot of departments 
really are in need of additional people to make sure 
they can do their jobs and also can do the business 
of our residents.” 

Task force continues its work 
During its June 9 meeting, the task force 

discussed the need for greater transparency for the 
public in memorandums of understanding between 
police unions and the city; family and victim bill of 
rights in interactions with officers; conduct on the 
job, specifically use of profanity, by officers; 
implementation of a crisis-response team, in which 
a mental-health professional might accompany an 
officer to certain calls for service; recruiting and 
retention of officers, especially officers of color; 
whether racism is imbedded in traffic stops, and the 
role of school-resource officers on campuses. 

“We can acknowledge that there have been 

Tempe 
From Page 3

— TEMPE, Page 8
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LEARN

LEAD

ACHIEVE

www.kyrene.org/kindergarten  480-541-1000

L E A R N I N G.  L E A D I N G.  A C H I E V I N G.

Enroll today and give your child a strong start! 

Kyrene School District offers free, full-day  
kindergarten with a challenging and comprehensive 

curriculum. Programs ensure that your child will receive  
the individualized attention needed to excel. 

Kyrene Kindergarten gives your child a  
foundation for lifelong learning. 

Kyrene Kindergarten
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trauma and issues in policing, as we 
all know,” Glover said. “We also have 
to build relationships and engage 
with the population, with the 
community. We are part of the 
community. The community has a say 
in how we interact and what we do. It 
is important to acknowledge these 
issues, but it’s also important to stay 
engaged to be able to bridge those 
gaps. 

“We can learn from each other. 
That’s how we learn. Learn from 
those mistakes made. That’s how we 
move forward together.” 

The task force discussed whether 
police should be the first responders 
to calls for service that involve mental 
health and homelessness, among 

others that are not considered 
traditional policing calls. 

“I’ve had those conversations 
with police officers and they said that 
exact same thing, that they got into 
the police academy to fight crime, to 
focus on violent crime and things of 
that nature,” Woods said. “Part of the 
task force’s work was talking about a 
lot of these things:  

“What functions are core police 
functions? Some other issues might 
end up in the future being addressed 
by a human-services division.  

“When I talk to our police 
officers, they’ve been very much in 
support of getting back to what they 
consider to be the core function of 
policing and moving other items to a 
different department where those 
folks have a different kind of 
training.” 

Tempe 
From Page 6

city employees received bonuses in 
April for pitching in to bring the city 
in under budget. 

“One thing that is exciting is that 
we are adding public-safety bodies,” 
Councilman Matt Orlando said. 

The 2021-22 budget includes $90 
million for police, up from the $86.5 
million in the adopted budget for the 
current fiscal year. The 2021-22 
budget covers 12 new officers and 15 
“overfill” positions.  

While many items whittled a year 
ago have been restored, the city says 
there will be a slight reduction in the 
property-tax rate — to $1.1126 per 
$100,000 of assessed valuation from 
$1.1201 due to increase in valuation 
of property value across city. The 
assessed limited cash value of 
Chandler property is up 5 percent. 

The fiscal-year 2021-22 budget 
totals $1,058,074,338 and includes 
funding for departmental operating 
budgets of $411,883,447; funding for 
debt service of $73,753,925; budget 
for equipment, technology, and 
vehicle replacements of $5,086,418; 
and contingencies and reserves in the 
amount of $198,378,473 in various 
funds.   

The capital budget includes 
$113,260,825 in new appropriation, 

capital carry forward of $255,461,250, 
and contingency and reserve funding 
of $250,000. 

Included in the projected 
operating revenues of $510,712,767 is 
revenue from a property tax levy of 
$38,056,745 based on the reduced 
rate of $1.1126 per $100 assessed 
property valuation, plus $481,455 for 
SRP’s payment to the city in lieu of 
property tax for a total of 
$38,538,200. 

A home with limited cash value 
of $213,000, which is the median 
value set by the Maricopa County 
assessor, would have a primary 
property-tax bill of $237.42 a year. 
Even though the tax rate has declined, 
the monthly bill goes up 82 cents a 
year in this example because the 
value of the property has been 
assessed higher. 

The new budget, according to 
the city, maintains existing service 
levels, adds funding for labor 
association commitments, a $22 
million one-time pay-down to the 
Public Safety Personnel Retirement 
System liability, maintains reserves, 
including a 15 percent general-fund 
contingency reserve and $10 million 
budget stabilization reserve. 

The property-tax levy is expected 
to be approved on June 24. 

Chandler 
From Page 3
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Editor’s note: The following commentary by  
Wrangler News founder Don Kirkland has  
appeared in previous Fathers Day editions, and 
still comes up in discussions whenever the annual 
recognition of dads gets closer. Thus, we are  
reprinting it once again. To fathers everywhere,  
we extend our respect, our congratulations and  
our heartfelt thanks. 
 

As Father’s Day has approached in years past, 
we’ve featured dads whose lives have proved 
inspirational to their sons and daughters—men 
with special achievements, special contributions, 
special memories shared by those who know or 
knew them. 

All of which caused me to wonder why, in our 
25 or so years of honoring our dads on these 
pages, I’d never considered writing about my own. 

The most likely reason, I suppose, is that he 
didn’t fit the mold we’ve typically used.  

His achievements, considerable though they 

were in his early days, became diminished after I 
was born, a result of his long and, I’m sure, painful 
battle with rheumatoid arthritis that came upon 
him at a relatively young age. 

The special memories, another of our 
unofficial criteria to qualify for Father of the Year in 
the small universe of this little hometown 
newspaper, were limited as a result of his illness, 
which no doubt stood in the way of him being a 
dad in the traditional sense: not many ball games, 
not much father-son camaraderie—simply said, not 
much to remember. 

All of which these many years later seems to 
have given me the motivation to know more of the 
man about whom I know so little. 

Tracing the history of this son of a small-town 
railroad worker and his stay-at-home 
bride—together they fathered nine children—is 
complicated by the many years that have passed. My 
dad, the next-to-youngest, was born in the late 
1800s. Because a large number of census records 
from 1890 were lost in a fire 21 years later at the 

Commerce Building in Washington, D.C., at least a 
decade of relevant data is missing. 

That leaves the stories told by my mother, 
herself now gone for 20 years; a few fragmented 
bits of information culled from online genealogical 
searches; and, of course, my own limited memory. 

James N. Kirkland seemed destined to follow 
in the footsteps of the other members of his family: 
the railroad was the economic engine of this little 
Missouri town not far from St. Joseph. Somehow, 
though, the early days of his career took him to The 
Associated Press, where he worked for a number of 
years as a telegrapher and sometimes news writer. 

Although no one in the family has ever talked 
in detail about this connection to AP, the letters he 
sent in later years seemed consistent with the skills 
a writer would possess. Those letters became, in 
fact, the only significant link I would ever have to 
this man about whom I ultimately would know so 
little. 

As my father’s condition worsened in the late 
1930s, as the economy struggled to regain traction 

Bring your tots and meet up with new 
friends for some great play time at our 
New Indoor Playground in our Kid City! 

This is an amazing NEW community 
space which includes bounce houses, 
imagination play, train table sets, an 

indoor playground and MORE. 
FREE indoor play space for tots (birth to 5). 

We request that parents stay with their 
children at Tot Town.

Come Enjoy Tot Town at First Baptist Church of Tempe!

Information: 

201-519-2856
Fbc-tempe.org

Every Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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First Person . . . by Don Kirkland 

     Not a lot to remember about my Dad . . . until now



If you are planning a vacation, don’t forget to let the Chandler 
Police Department in on your plans. When a resident of 
Chandler goes on vacation, the Police Department can 

ChandlerPD.com/vacation-watch. 

Vacation Watch Program
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and as political turmoil leading to World War II 
grew even more worrisome, my parents—I was four 
years old—decided to move my mother, our 
housekeeper Mrs. Britt and me from Missouri to 
California, where the economy was much healthier. 

The plan, as I’ve heard it described, was to get 
us settled in L.A., wait for my dad’s condition to 
improve and ultimately be reunited. My mother did 
find a place for us to live—in those days, as 
unimaginable as I’ve always found this—no one 
would rent to a family with children.  

We ended up in a one-bedroom hotel room 
just west of downtown, where my mom fixed meals 
on a hot plate with smuggled-in bags of groceries 
(no cooking was allowed, although she always 
thought the manager knew what she was up to and 
let her get away with it). 

It was during this time, which included the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor, air raids and a lot of scary 
nights, that my dad began his regular stream of 
letters. In those days, that’s how people 
communicated.  

Sure, there was long-distance phone service, 
but phones were a newfangled technology that just 
didn’t get used unless somebody died or was about 
to. Besides, I’m sure he didn’t have one, nor did 
we. 

Although his letters weren’t on a one-per-day 
schedule (in those days, mail was delivered twice a 
day) there definitely were a lot of them—some to 
me, more to my mom. The ones to me were 
eloquent expressions of what I’ve always felt 
represented a father’s admonitions to a son, albeit 
one out of reach, out of touch.  

Those to my mother, as she showed them to 
me years later, also were beautifully written, with a 
closeness woven between the lines that left no 
doubt about my father’s enduring love. 

The war ended, we found a small rental house, 
Mrs. Britt returned to Missouri, I entered fourth 
grade—and the letters seemed to arrive less 
frequently. I’m sure we knew, but never said aloud, 
that my dad’s days were numbered. 

He was being tended to at a home run by the 
Little Sisters of Charity, and it was that surrogate 
family that was with him to the end. From the time 
we arrived in California until the day he died in the 
late 1950s, I never saw him again. 

That’s one of the reasons his letters have 
remained a personal treasure these many years, and 
why, yellowed and timeworn, they form an 
unbreakable connection with someone I otherwise 
could have hardly known. So thanks, Dad, and 
Happy Father’s Day. 

Dignity Health’s Sports Medicine program is the only one of 
its kind in Maricopa County designed to prevent young, 
growing athletes from sustaining such injuries. The program 
reaches nearly 15,000 junior high and high school students in 
area public school districts. The goal is to offer college-level 
athletic training and sports injury care with a focus on 
performance, nutrition, injury care, heat-related issues and 
concussion management at little or no cost to the school 
districts. While facing unprecedented times due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Dignity Health Foundation East Valley 
received a $50,000 grant from Fiesta Bowl Charities that will 
immediately support the organization’s sports medicine 
program. 

— Photo courtesy Dignity Health Foundation
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Are you invested 
properly? Get a second 
opinion.

Joseph B Ortiz, AAMS®, CRPS® 
Financial Advisor

8950 S 52nd St Suite 209 
Tempe, AZ 85284 
480-753-7664

Member SIPC

Feel Better Today!  
Experience The Healing Power of Acupuncture

6101 S Rural Rd Suite 112Tempe, AZ 85284

info@yinrising.com 

(480) 206-6199

Anna Lunaria, 
Ms.Ac. L.Ac. 
CMT CYT CHT

30 years of experience, Specializing in relief from chronic pain 
with Orthopedic, Neurological and Sports Medicine Acupuncture.

$10.00
Off First Visit 

with this ad

“Excellent care. Excellent recovery. I have had no need 
for chiropractic service. I’ve had no surgeries. I’ve had no 
pain meds in 5 years. I have healing and recovery beyond
my expectations. I’ve required no PT or other methods of 
injections or nerve burning practices since joining Yin Rising.  

              
            - Google Review

Aztecs on track as season 
crosses finish line at State

SPORTS With Alex Zener
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Corona del Sol had 17 men and 14 
women qualify for the Division I 
Arizona State Track and Field 

Championships spread out between May 
12 to May 15 at Desert Vista High School. 

Senior Jack Farley was the top 
finisher on Corona’s men’s team 
recording a fourth-place finish in the 100 
meters with a time of 10.60. He was 
seventh in the 200 meters with a personal 
record time of 22.12. 

Farley’s time at the state meet in the 
100 meters moved him up to the No. 5 
spot in the AIA Track and Field Top 10 
Rankings. 

In addition to Farley’s results, fellow 
senior Rickey Williams was just .01 
seconds out of eighth place in the prelims 
of the 400 meters with a time of 50.21. 

That .01 second kept Williams out of 
running in the finals. 

Corona has a bevy of young runners 
including sophomore Tyler Tisinger who 
took eighth place in the 800 meters with a 
time of 1:59.52. 

Tisinger, the Aztecs’ mid- to 
long-range runner, also set a personal 
record in the 1600 meters with a time of 
4:25.99 to take fifth place at state meet.  

Tisinger then ran in the 3200 meters 
finishing in 15th place with a time of 
9:53.43. 

Another young track star in the 
making is sophomore Alexander Lutz who 
took fifth place in the 300-meter hurdles 
prelim with a personal record of 40.09. 

Lutz, unfortunately, had a less 
smooth race in the 300-meter finals but 

still finished in 8th place with a time of 
40.53. 

Lutz also took 12th place in the 
110-meter hurdles while teammate junior 
Miles Prince set a personal record of 
15.89 while taking 17th place. 

Yet another young Aztec runner is 
sophomore Jonathan Kubat who finished 
in 14th place in the 300-meter hurdles 
prelims with a time of 42.59 but did not 
qualify to run in the finals. 

The Aztecs qualified three relay 
teams to compete at the DI state meet but 
only two made the cut to run in the 
finals. 

Corona’s 4x100 relay team of junior 
Jaden Shepherd, Williams, senior Jake 
Schmitt and Farley took sixth place in the 
finals with a time of 42.73.  

Junior Izaak Kubat, Lutz, Gunning 
and freshman Zuri Glenn put forth a good 
effort in the 4x400 relay prelims but just 
missed qualifying for the finals with a 
10th place finish and a time of 3:26.35. 

Tisinger, Gunning, junior Diego Diaz 
and senior Robert Wright qualified to run 
in the 4x800 relay finals taking 12th place, 
out of the 16 teams that qualified for the 
finals. 

In the field events, junior Brett 
Wynn was the top finisher at the D1 state 
meet. He took fourth place in two field 
events. 

Wynn glided over the horizontal 
high jump bar set at 6.02.00 feet for 
fourth place and then went on to long 
jump 22.01 feet into a sand pit to take 
fourth place in that event as well. 

Senior Sathya Narayanan set a 

personal record in the javelin with a 

throw of 166.05 feet to take sixth place at 

the D1 state meet. 

Senior Jason Cvengros came in 12th 

in the shot-put finals with a put of 44.02. 

Junior David Staab threw the discus 

128-05 feet to take 15th place in the finals 

of the discus throw event. 
The Aztecs had two athletes qualify 

for and finish tied for 13th place in the 
pole vault event.  

Junior Colemann Clark set a 
personal best vault record of 12-00 feet 
while his teammate senior Eljah Stewart 
also cleared 12-00 feet. 
 



McKay’s True Value  480.686.8064
4939 W. Ray Rd.
Ray & Rural Rd. in Chandler AZ.

Follow us on Facebook 
mckaystruevalue

HAPPY 4TH OF JULYHAPPY 4TH OF JULY
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McKay’s True ValueMcKay’s True Value

Come into McKay’s and 

 the 4th of July. 
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in stock!
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Corona Girls 
Sophomore sensation Ena McMahon 

was the top finisher for both the boys and 
girls teams from Corona by taking first 
place in the pole vault with a vault of 
11.09.00 feet.  

McMahon vaulted over a bar set 
three inches higher than the second-best 
vaulter, senior Mira Olden from 
Chaparral.  

McMahon’s 11-09.00 feet vault at the 
state meet was not her best competitive 
jump of her sophomore year. She set a 
personal record of 12-03-00 feet on April 
17 at the 17th Hohokam Warrior 
Invitational. 

That April 17 vault put her in second 
place in Arizona’s top ten high school 
pole vaulters for 2021. 

McMahon is also tied for the No. 5 
spot in the AIA Track and Field Top 10 
Rankings in the 100-meter hurdles event.  

She set a personal record time of 
14.42 seconds at the 17th Hohokam 
Warrior Invitational held April 17. 

In addition to McMahon, the Aztecs 
had 13 other athletes qualify to compete 
in the women’s events at the DI state 
meet. 

Senior Jasper Schineller qualified to 
run in the 200 meters taking 15th place in 
the prelims while fellow senior Dalee 
Higgins set a personal best record time of 
2:21.46 minutes in the 800 meters to take 
13th place. 

Freshman Angelina Hickey qualified 
for her first state meet in the 3200 meters 
finishing with a time of 11:55.88 to take 
20th place. 

The Aztecs qualified teams in two 
relay races.  

The 4x100 relay team of sophomore 
Allie Alday, senior Anessa Rodriguez-Davis, 
Schineller and junior Kendyll Garcia 
crossed the finish line in seventh place in 
the finals with a time of 51.41. 

Corona’s 4x800 team of junior 
Ashlinn Aguayo, Higgins, Hickey and 
freshman Paige Davies-Boerner took ninth 
place in the finals. 

Corona had three athletes qualify in 
the triple jump: sophomores Peton Topic 
and Sofia Wyatt and Garcia. 

Peyton set a personal record of 
33-09 feet that tied her for 13th place 
while Garcia jumped 33-07 feet for 15th 
place and Wyatt leapt 31-10 feet for 21st 
place in the triple jump finals. 

Sophomore Eloise Holmes set a 
personal record of 100-10 feet to take 
14th place in the discus throw finals while 
senior Morgan Crudup finished in 16th 

place and fellow senior Nicole 
Spencer-Walters was18th in the same 
discus event.  

 
Marcos de Niza  

The Padres competed at the Division 
III Arizona State Track and Field 
Championships held May 14-15 at Perry 
High School. . 

Senior Tyrik Jones was the top 
Marcos finisher taking first place in the 
finals of the 100 meters with a personal 
record time of 10.62. 

Jones also took first place in the 200 
meters at the D III meet with a time of 
21.85. 

His state track meet results in the 
100 meters put Jones into the No. 6 spot 
in the statewide AIA Track and Field Top 
10 for 2021. 

Jones is also ranked No. 7 in the 
state-wide top 10 based on his personal 
record setting performance of 21.82 in 
the 200 meters at the Tempe City Meet on 
April 29. 

The Padres had 11 additional track 
and field athletes qualify and compete at 
the D-III state championship meet. 

Sophomore Jamaal Young ran in the 
prelims of the 400 meters taking 15th 
place. 

Junior Jeremy Allen qualified for and 
ran in both the 110-meter hurdles and the 
300-meter hurdles. 

He was 21st in the 110-meter 
hurdles prelim and came in 10th in the 
300-meter hurdles just missing out on 
qualifying for the finals. 

The Padres had a relay team that 
qualified and ran in the finals in all three 
relay events. 

The 4x100 team of junior Jamir 
Smith, senior Davion Nelson, Young and 
Jones came in second with a time of 
42.66. 

The 4.x400 team of freshman Tyler 
Hill, Jones, Young and junior Aryonne 
Baylis almost caught the St. Mary’s anchor 
runner racing just ahead of Baylis but 
came in just .08 seconds behind the 
Knights with a time of 3:30.15 to take 
fourth place. 

Coming in eighth in the 4x800 was 
the team of sophomore Luke Sieveking, 
freshman Ian Smith, freshman DJ Drew 
and Baylis with a time of 8:37.96. 

In the field events, senior Enrique 
Ruiz qualified to compete in the shot put 
where he took 13th place with a put of 
12.87 while junior teammate Isaiah 
Williams took 18th place in the same 
event.



Popular Ostrich fest now scheduled for two weekends this coming March
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Chandler’s highly anticipated Ostrich Festival, delayed 
this year due to pandemic concerns, will take place two 
consecutive weekends, March 11-13 and March 17-20, 
and will include a special St. Patrick’s Day-themed 
celebration on Thursday, March 17, according to an 
announcement by the Chandler Chamber of Commerce.  

Organized by the Chamber and Steve LeVine 
Entertainment & Public Relations, the event has been 
called one of the premier festivals in the Southwest and a 
long-standing community tradition.  

A family-friendly fun maker, the event features 

national and local entertainment, stage shows, over 50 
midway rides and games, classic festival food and 
interactive activities designed to appeal to all ages.  

It also features meet-and-greet opportunities with 
favorite characters, ostrich-themed educational activities, 
attractions, arts and crafts and more.  

In addition, performances are planned by community 
groups throughout the weekend, followed by a nationally 
renowned headliner each night. Past headliners include 
The Beach Boys, Andy Grammer, Flo Rida, The 
Commodores, Eddie Money, Kool & The Gang, Spin 

Doctors, John Michael Montgomery and others. 
Said Terri Kimble, chamber president and CEO: 
“We are thrilled to bring two weekends of Ostrich 

Festival family fun to our community so guests will have 
the opportunity for double the fun.  

“We have been working diligently with the city of 
Chandler and SLE to plan the safest event possible for 
what is expected to be the best Ostrich Festival ever.  

“We are grateful for everyone’s patience while we 
worked to get this done.” 
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Young Tempe 
athlete rides 
the wave 
of  an even 
younger sport 
 
 
 
Corona grad 
will compete 
nationally  
 
 
 
Story by Janie Magruder 
 
Photos (Pages 16-17) 
by Billy Hardiman  
 

While other 

preschoolers were 

drawing and cutting 

dolls or swords on paper, J.J. 

Ragsdale had a different idea. At 

age 4, he cut a piece of 

cardboard into the shape of a 

surfboard, then practiced for 

hours, riding it on the carpet in 

his home. 

That creativity is paying off 

this summer.  

The 19-year-old Tempe man 

is the only Arizonan to qualify 

for a national sporting event that 

many aren’t familiar with. 

Ragsdale is competing in the 

FLOW (Flowboarding League of 

the World) Tour 2021, an 

international event featuring the 

world’s best riders. 

Flowboarding, or 

flowriding, is a hybrid board 

sport that’s been around since 

the 1980s. It incorporates 

elements of surfing, 

bodyboarding, skateboarding, 

skimboarding, snowboarding 

and wakeboarding, and is 

performed on an artificial wave 

called the FlowRider or the 

FlowBarrel. 

Last year’s FLOW Tour was 

cancelled due to Covid-19, but 

this summer it’s back on track. 

In his first competition, on June 

5 in Idaho, Ragsdale placed 

second in the open men’s 

division, and will compete in 

Florida, Utah and North Carolina 

this month and in July.  

“I’m very happy every single 

day I go,” he said. “People ask 

me if I’m getting burned out on 

it, but no. Never. There’s always 

a new possibility. Even after 

landing a new trick there’s 

always a new trick to land.” 

Ragsdale first fell for 

flowriding at age 11, at Rhodes 

Aquatic Complex in Mesa. He’s 

since been honing his balance 

and water skills, wavesurfing 

with no hands on Saguaro Lake, 

snowboarding in the Arizona 

mountains, and excelling on the 

swim team at Corona del Sol 

High.  

He graduated from CDS in 

May 2020 after a disappointing 

year marred by COVID-19. 

Seniors missed out on so much 

— prom, saying goodbye to 

friends and crossing a stage on 

the football field to collect their 

diplomas. 

But Ragsdale’s spirits 

literally were buoyed by his love 

of flowboarding, even if he had 

to makeshift practice on a 

trampoline in his backyard while 

venues were shuttered.  

He has taught himself more 

than 20 tricks — from the basic 

ollie, the 360 and something 

called, “shove it,” to the 560 

(degree) big flip. And he 

invented the Upside-down 

Caspar Stall, in which one foot, 

hidden under the board, flips it 

180 degrees.  

Ragsdale hasn’t had a 

broken bone or concussion from 

flowboarding, but he does admit 

to ending up with a bruise a day 

and lots of pulled muscles. As a 

semi-pro, he practices 16 hours a 

week, and enjoys meeting and 

gathering tips from pros in his 

sport. 

“My heart pumps out of my 

chest to see him fly through the 

air,” said his mom Carrie. “The 

smile on his face is crazy 

amazing.” 

When not soaring through 

the air, Ragsdale enjoys music, 

especially Bob Marley, and 

photography. He is an incoming 

sophomore at Mesa Community 

College, studying business, and 

is writing a plan to one day own 

a FlowRider venue to teach 

future riders and hold events.  

He’s into designing boards 

and T-shirts, and has received 

sponsorships from local 

businesses such as Drink Me! Tea 

Room, South Tempe Style, Anita 

Sykes of Joyful Yoga and O.C.D 

AZ. 

 Ragsdale hopes to qualify 

for the national championships, 

Aug. 13-14, in Texas. You can 

sponsor  him (text 

602-717-7525), or follow him on 

Instagram at jjragsdale33 or on 

TikTok at jsteezy.az 

Ragsdale’s family will be 

traveling with him, forgoing a 

trip to Hawaii for the second 

year in a row. “We’re riding this 

wave,” mom Carrie said. 
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GOING 
WITH 
THE 
FLOW 

Tempe’s J.J. Ragsdale during a training session for Flowboarding League of the World Tour 2021.           
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 LA  CASA DE JUANA  
 
 

1805 E Elliot Road, Tempe  • Pollack Cinemas Center  •  480-820-0837

DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH 
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND 
MOUTHWATERING FOOD  

 
If you think you have been to a Mexican 
restaurant lately you probably need to 
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic, we mean it! 
Upon entering, you’ll be dazzled by the 
colorful décor, beautiful tables and 
chairs, Mexican painted murals, 
colorful banners hanging from the 
ceiling and beautiful art.   

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this 
your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give 
La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great 
food, awesome salsa,  great service and 
amazing ambience. Don’t forget happy 
hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every  day 
with $2 beer (domestic and imports) 
and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful salsa, 
the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 

Check out our menu or order online at 
juanashouse.com  

Chandler OKs sending 5 bond issues to voters in November

Chandler City Council voted unanimously to 
send five bond issues totaling nearly $273 
million to voters for authorization on Nov. 2 

to cover numerous improvements in infrastructure 
and several other projects in its 10-year Capital 
Improvement Plan. 

Neighboring Gilbert also is expected to ask 
voters for bond funding in November. Last year, 
Tempe voters approved a package of bond requests 
similar to Chandler’s. 

While Chandler still has funds available from 
its last bond issue in 2007, it must borrow more 
money to cover all of the approved projects. The 
general obligation bonds would bear a maximum 
interest rate of 8 percent and could run a maximum 
of 25 years. 

Authorizing the city to borrow money with the 
new bonds would not cause a raise in the primary 
or secondary property tax rates, according to city 
officials. 

“I’m confident we can bring this to the voters 
and come out on the other side successfully,” 
Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke said. 

The five issues include: 
$85.8 million for streets; $73 million for parks; 

$55.2 million for the Police Department; $33.6 
million for public facilities; and $25.2 million for 
the Fire Department. 

Without the additional bond authorization, 
“our ability to add new capital or maintain existing 
capital would be extremely limited,” said Dawn 
Lang, Chandler management services director. 

The November bond election will be 
conducted entirely by mail. 

Among the largest proposed expenditure is 
$38 million for a crime lab for the Chandler Police 
Department, which Police Chief Sean Duggan told 
the Council in April is essential. Chandler uses the 
Arizona Department of Public Safety crime lab. 
Duggan says due to the volume of evidence 
analyzed there, it is not uncommon for delays in 
getting results for complex, serious-crime cases.  

The Council heard Duggan’s remarks and 
responded on several issues. This month, it 
adopted a 2021-22 fiscal-year budget that includes 
an increase in funding for the Police Department 
that includes hiring 27 new officers.  

The city wants to remodel or build several 
parks, from neighborhood to regional in scope. 
Among them is  $40-million to complete Mesquite 
Groves Park, $16 million to renovate Folley Park 
and pool,  and $12 million to renovate A.J. 

Chandler Park. 
The city needs $15 million to rebuild Fire 

Stations 282 and 284, and $4.5 million for new fire 
vehicles. 

About $12 million to improve Kyrene Road 
from Chandler Boulevard south to Loop 202, and 
about $11 million to rebuild the intersection of Ray 
and Dobson roads, which is in an area of rapidly 
growing traffic, and $2 million to improve Price 
Road, is needed. 

Renovations and improvements to Chandler 
Center for the Arts and Chandler City Court are 
among the aging public facilities that would get a 
face lift.According to the city’s calculations, a bond 
package of $272 million would not result in an 
increase in either primary or secondary property 
taxes. Chandler’s rapidly rising population – now 
nearly 270,000 – has brought with it a need for 
more streets and widening and improving existing 
thoroughfares. 

The Citizens Bond Exploratory Committee met 
multiple times with the mayor and Council to 
discuss the need for bond authorization and to 
present the final recommendation. 

The estimated average tax rate for the 
proposed bond authorization is $0.52 per $100 of 
net assessed value used for secondary tax purposes. 
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Hudson Elementary girl’s patch design proves a first-ever winner

Law Offices of

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, JR., P.C.

Certified Specialist
in Injury and

Wrongful Death
Litigation

By the Arizona
Board of Legal
Specialization

I will fight for the
justice you deserve

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, JR., P.C.

288 North Ironwood Drive, Suite 102,
Apache Junction, Arizona 85120

(480) 897-0990

Professional - Efficient - Knowledgeable

Serving Tempe / West Chandler  
and the Entire East Valley 

(480) 897-0990

A Tempe second-grader 
has won a contest to design a 
patch for the first-ever Girl 
Scout city-patch program in 
Arizona.   

The city of Tempe and 
Girl Scouts-Arizona 
Cactus-Pine Council 
announced the winning 
design was submitted by Lyla, 
a member of Troop 2069 
based at Hudson Elementary 
in Tempe.  Her colorful 
artwork, which features “A” 

Mountain, Tempe Town Lake 
and downtown Tempe, was 
chosen by popular vote last 
month.  

“Tempe is where I grew 
up and started Girl Scouts so 
I love Tempe as much as 
Tempe loves Girl Scouts!” Lyla 
wrote along with her entry. 
The partnership with Girl 
Scouts-Arizona Cactus-Pine 
Council was initiated by 
Tempe City Councilmember 
Doreen Garlid, a Girl Scout 

alum and former Girl Scout 
leader. She personally 
congratulated Lyla and 
thanked the two other 

finalists whose patch designs 
also received many 
votes–Sofia and Jania. 

Tempe students in 
grades K-12 were invited to 
submit a creative design idea 
for Tempe’s Girl Scout patch. 
Design submissions were 
asked to reflect a Tempe 
place, a Tempe value, or use 
the name Tempe.  

The winning design is 
now being translated into an 
embroidered patch and is the 

official icon of the new 
partnership between the City 
of Tempe and Girl Scouts.  

When the patch program 
launches later this year, Girl 
Scouts who live in Arizona 
will be able to select from an 
array of activities to learn 
about and experience city 
history, operations and 
famous sites–and earn a 
Tempe patch to proudly 
display on their vests or 
sashes.  



y

JUNE 19 - JULY 9, 2021     •      PAGE 20     •     WRANGLERNEWS.COM

philanthropic organization that funds several 
worthwhile endeavors across the city. The 
organization derives a significant chunk of their 
annual revenue from their contract with the city to 
provide parking operations, ushers and ticket takers 
at the stadium on Cactus League game days.  

“We don’t anticipate that there will be 
tremendous change, but we don’t know if that will 
be changing,” New Diablos President Michael 
Passante said. “The club certainly wants to be there 
and volunteer and be part of the game-day 
experience for everybody. We haven’t been given 
anything to suggest that we won’t continue to be a 
part of the all the hard work that goes into 
volunteering for the Cactus League, but it is early to 
comment on what the ramifications will be. We’re 
still trying to sort out the details.  

“To hear that the city is continuing its 
relationship with the Angels certainly is exciting, 
and I know all of us are feeling that. It’s a huge win 
for Tempe to be able to have the team stay in heart 
of the city. Obviously we want to be there to 
support the Angels and help make a great game-day 
experience for the fans. Diablo Stadium is a great 
setting for baseball, one of the best in spring 
training.” 

But after a half century, it does need some 
freshening up. A City Council-approved 
memorandum of understanding with the Angels in 
May calls for the biggest renovation in the stadium’s 
53-year history to improve fan and team 
experiences. The first phase could be ready by next 
spring: 

Phase 1, costing $20.9 million – $10 million 
from the Angels and $10.9 million from Tempe 
–includes a three-level building on the third-base 
side of the stadium to house a new home-team 
locker room as well as suites, Angels’ offices and a 
team store. Design work will begin soon. 

Phase 2, costing $30 million – coming from the 
city, through future voter-approved bonds – 
includes an outfield concourse to create a 
360-degree experience around the park, along with 
more improvements for fans, such as shade 
structures, modernized restrooms and better traffic 
flow outside the facility.  

 The Angels and the city want to extend the 
team’s lease through 2035. The Angels would have 
options to extend to 2040 or 2045. The Angels will 
keep their year-round minor league operations at 
the Diablo complex, where Tempe also hosts 
recreational baseball, tournaments and more than 
20 events a year. 

Diablo Stadium, 2200 W. Alameda Drive, at the 

southwestern bend of Interstate 10’s Broadway 
Curve, was built in 1968 and is owned by the city. 
As the oldest spring-training facility in the Cactus 
League, the Angels and Tempe agreed that stadium 
is falling short of meeting Major League Baseball 
standards and in matching experiences offered at 
newer Cactus League facilities. The Angels have 
played at Diablo since 1992. 

“Diablo Stadium definitely is one of the older 
stadiums in the Cactus League family and like 
anything else – office space or your own personal 
home – you have to continue to make upgrades to 
keep up with the Joneses,” Tempe Mayor Corey 
Woods said.  

 
Long-term view 

“This deal is a long-term commitment between 
the city and the Angels that allows them get 
upgrades they need to make to make it a 
world-class facility, for the players and for the 
people who want to come and enjoy a game. So we 
are really excited.  

“Tempe Diablo Stadium and spring training are 
huge to the city of Tempe. People who come to 
these games also spend time in downtown Tempe 
and around the city. It is a major revenue generator. 
It really is a huge win for the city to be able to keep 
them here until 2035. It’s something that obviously 
our residents love. It’s a draw for tourism. We really 
value our partnership with (Angels owner) Arte 
Moreno and the Angels organizatrion. That’s why 
we saw it as imperative to find a way to ensure that 
we kept the Angels here all the way through 2035 
and possibly longer.” 

A memorandum of understanding between the 
city and the team highlights the Angels’ ongoing 
philanthropic commitment to Tempe, including 
creation of a fixed annual contribution of $150,000 
a year from the Angels to a local charity, providing 

as much as $2 million through 2035. The Tempe 
Diablos are the current charitable benefactor. 

The Diablos reinvest approximately $1 million 
a year back into the Tempe community in high 
school scholarships, an extensive grant program to 
non-profits and a variety of services that help make 
Tempe families’ and residents’ lives better. 

“Baseball is the heart and soul of the Diablos,” 
said Bill Ottinger, a member of the organization’s 
Board of Directors. “This group formed back in 
1968 as more of a program of the Tempe Chamber 
of Commerce to bring spring training baseball to 
Tempe. We did that. We attracted the Seattle Pilots 
at the time. Today, we have a wonderful 
relationship with the California Angels and Arte 
Moreno, their owner, who has strong ties to Tempe. 

“It’s a wonderful partnership. The ballpark is 
named after the Diablos. It’s a rich history.” 

One day each spring, the Angels historically 
have had Diablos Day at a Cactus League home 
game at Diablo Stadium, in which Diablos Charities 
receives all proceeds from tickets, parking and 
concessions. The Diablos currently have 34 active 
members and have had 217 since their inception in 
1968. “Just the passion these people have to roll up 
their sleeves and volunteer defines the 
organization,” Passante said. “We hope the 
grassroots efforts that we fund make you want to 
go out there and help. 

“The Diablos are excited for the city of Tempe. 
We’ve seen all these other teams getting new 
stadium deals and the concern was that Tempe 
Diablo was kind of land-locked, and what could 
they do? For the city, this is a huge win to get the 
Angels through 2035. They’ve been first class. It’s 
hard not to root for the team when they’re doing 
so much good in the community.”  

For more information about Diablo Stadium, 
visit tempe.gov/diablo. 

Diablos 
From Page 3

A Tempe Diablos volunteer assists with parking at a recent spring training game at the soon-to-be refurbished stadium.  
— Wrangler News file photo



Film fare .  .  .   
Lavish ‘Cruella’ deserves its popularity but 

is overlong, overstuffed with narrative 
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By M.V. Moorhead 

The title character of Disney’s 
Cruella is Cruella de Vil, the 
notorious villainess from Dodie 

Smith’s 1956 novel The One Hundred 
and One Dalmatians, by way of the 
1961 Disney animated movie and its 
various remakes, sequels and 
spin-offs.  

In the original animated classic 
she’s a fur-clad bag-of-bones rich hag 
with a demonic touring car. She 
covets the puppies for their 
black-spotted white coats; they match 
Cruella’s own, weirdly yin-and-yang 
half-black half-white mop. 

Cruella is to One Hundred and 
One Dalmatians (and the 1996 
live-action remake 101 Dalmatians, 
where she’s grandly played by Glenn 
Close) what the horned sorceress 
Maleficent was to Disney’s Sleeping 
Beauty: The only truly memorable 
character.  

So, as 2014’s Maleficent 
showcased Angelina Jolie in that part, 
this new origin story offers a deluxe 
vehicle to Emma Stone. 

In this telling, the character starts 
out simply as Estella; “Cruella” is a 
teasing nickname for the dark streak 
in her personality. Cast out of her 
private school, Estella is left homeless 
in Regent’s Park, then gradually rises 
through the world of London fashion 
of the ‘60s and ‘70s. She goes to work 
for the Baroness von Hellman (Emma 
Thompson), an imperious designer, 
while at the same time developing her 
“Cruella” persona to get up to 
incognito mischief with her cronies 
Horace and Jasper (Paul Walter 
Hauser and Joel Fry, both appealing). 

Give Disney its due: This lavish 
production is terrific to look at, and 
to listen to, as well; the soundtrack is 
a feast of gutsy, (mostly) ‘60s- and 
‘70s-era pop hits. Both of the Emmas 
are in solid form—Stone with her 
half-sheepish little grins as she wreaks 
mayhem; Thompson with her 
unflappable slow burn—and both are 
costumed to dementedly chic 
grandeur. The script, credited to a 
mob that includes Dana Fox and Aline 

Brosh McKenna, has ideas and gags 
that echo everything from The Devil 
Wears Prada to The Winter’s 
Tale to The Terminator, and is by no 
means lacking in wit or ingenious 
twists. 

That said, Cruella, directed by 
the Australian Craig Gillespie of I, 
Tonya, is badly overlong, full of ideas 
that don’t have sufficient payoff for 
the weight that they add to the 
narrative.  

Beyond that, it is, like Maleficent, 
like 2015’s Pan, like 2014’s Dracula 
Untold, arguably even like 
2007’s Hannibal Rising and 
2019’s Joker, one of those 
sympathy-for-the-devil backstories of 
an iconic evildoer for whom 
audiences have developed an 
affection. 

I’m not sure why it is that such 
revisionist sagas irk me, often at the 
same time that I’m enjoying them; 
why they bring out my inner Fox 
News commentator, judgmentally 
griping about creeping moral 
relativism in popular art.  

After all, villains in real life don’t 
typically spring out of a vacuum. Past 
experiences do matter, and if a 
fictional ne’er-do-well inspires a 
fictional backstory, it’s a testament to 
how vividly drawn the character is. 

That said, qualifying and 
quantifying the menace of characters 
like Cruella or Maleficent reduces 
their status as symbolic villains, 
boiling them down to the sum of the 
specific trauma and betrayals of their 
youth. It’s an impertinence to the 
scale of their villainy. 

Cruella is a fairly enjoyable 
spectacle, overall, but, like Maleficent, 
it shrinks its title character a bit. 
These filmmakers know some good 
music, but they should have listened 
more closely to the lyrics of a lesser 
pop song: In the wise words of Huey 
Lewis, sometimes bad is bad. 

 
Cruella plays at Harkins Tempe 

Marketplace, Harkins Arizona Mills, 
Harkins Chandler Fashion 20 and 
other multiplexes throughout the 
Valley.



DIVERSIONS .  .  .  with M.V. Moorhead
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During a month in which we remember the 
anniversary of D-Day and get ready for the 
Independence Day celebration, this time of 

year puts many of us in mind of those who 
sacrificed life and limb for our nation and its 
freedoms.  

As it should.  
One band with Tempe connections is currently 

in the midst of the national launch of a single that 
reminds us of our debt to these heroes. 

“Granddad’s Shoes,” available now on 
YouTube, Vimeo and other platforms, is a patriotic 
ballad from The Preserve, a Southern Rock/Country 
hybrid with roots both here and in Louisiana.  

The band’s first single in a decade, it tells the 
story of a teen whose legacy from his veteran 
grandfather is the man’s battle-tested combat boots. 

Drummer Chris Fiscus discussed The Preserve, 
“Granddad’s Shoes” and his ties to the Tempe 
community with Wrangler News (answers have 
been edited for length): 

 
Wrangler News: Can you tell us about your 

Tempe background? 
Chris Fiscus: I’ve lived in Tempe for about 25 

years, almost all of that in The Lakes community. I 
work at ASU, and my wife works for the city of 
Tempe.  

Our boys went to Rover, and my oldest son 
went to Fees and Marcos de Niza. I’ve been in 
bands around town since about 2004, playing all 
over the East Valley, Phoenix and down in Mexico at 
Roger Clyne and The Peacemakers’ annual “Circus 

Mexicus” festival.  
WN: How did The Preserve come about?  
CF: The Preserve formed in about 2007, 

starting as just four friends who liked to get 
together and play music.  

That turned into playing house parties, and 
soon we were playing around town from the Hard 
Rock Cafe and Club Red to events like the Phoenix 
10K and the Fiesta Bowl Blockparty. We had a 
unique sound—two of the members were from 
Louisiana and they introduced us to Southern Rock 
with a cajun feel. It was so different, it worked. We 
were playing songs about bayous and swamps in 
the middle of the desert.  

We played the big cajun festivals in downtown 
Phoenix, we opened for The Doobie Brothers on 
New Year’s Eve in Tempe, and opened for the Gin 
Blossoms, The Pistoleros, Dash Rip Rock and many 
more over the years.  

It was hIgh-energy, sweaty Southern Rock that 
was fun to see live between 2007 and 2011. We 
released two albums back then: “The Setup” (2009) 
and “Golden Opportunity” (2010). We went to 
Louisiana in 2009 and played a few great gigs there, 
which were so memorable.  

We tried to keep it going after [Songwriter] 
Kyle [Domangue] moved back home to Louisiana 
but we eventually faded out.  

Then during the pandemic when everything 
kind of shut down, [guitarist and keyboardist] 
Jacques [Billeaud] started revisiting some old 
unfinished Preserve songs that we had recorded 
back then.  

Between finishing the old ones and writing 
and recording the new ones, we created a 7-song 
album called “Unfinished Business” that just came 
out. 

WN: Tell us about “Granddad’s Shoes.” 
CF: We knew it was something special the first 

time we heard it. Kyle recorded the vocals for it in 
about 2009 and it moved all of us; the band and 
the people in studio. Kyle is such an amazing 
songwriter.  

He took the concept of “walk a mile in their 
shoes” and changed the shoes to combat boots. 
Kyle has some mementos from his grandparents; I 

have patches and war bond posters and little 
soldier figurines. That’s what the song is about. You 
look at these prized reminders of the past that so 
many families have, and they are passed down to 
ones who might not know or understand about the 
true sacrifices made back then. It’s a reminder to all 
of us about what an amazing sacrifice and 
commitment that was. 

WN: What about the video?: 
CF: The song’s music video, directed and 

filmed by Magnetry Inc., blends our recording 
home, Full Well Recording Studio in Phoenix, with 
icons of World War II.  

We found some WWII combat boots to use in 
the video, and went out to the amazing collection 
of old planes at the CAF Airbase Arizona, and the 
day we were there, they had a restored B-17 and a 
B-25 flying.  

Just walking by the old bombers with their 
engines going, and seeing the collection of old 
bomber jackets and World War II newspapers and 
other memorabilia, it reminded us why this song is 
so special to us.  

The B-25 was so special to see. My dad, Neal, 
was a top turret gunner on a B-25 during World 
War II, and many of the old photos and patches in 
the video were from his collection.  

My teenage son Brady helped us make the 
video, acting as the teen learning about the old 
combat boots.  

It was so special to be able to have Brady and 
my late father join me in the video. 

‘Amazing’ songwriter’s tale lays 
foundation for Tempe rock group 

    Patriotic ballad a tribute to those who fought at D-Day
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“Childhood is a journey
not a race”

Play-Based Preschool
Creative Movement

Openings Available for the 
’21-’22 School year

Kindergarten
includes
Music

Spanish
Computer

Art Masterpiece

1365 E. Elliot Tempe • (480) 838 9097

48 years in 
the community

Stem
Activties

dayspringpreschool.com

DELIVERY DRIVERS 
NEEDED 

 
Gannett Publishing Services (GPS) wants to 
contract you to deliver newspapers and 
magazine products in the early morning hours 
in the Phoenix metro area. GPS, a division of 
Gannett Co. and a recognized leader in the 
publishing industry, operates printing and 
packaging facilities throughout the country. 
 
Earn up to $400 per week. All routes are 7 
days a week. Work just 2-3 hours a day 
between 12:00AM – 6:00AM.  
 
Routes available now in the East Valley, West 
Valley, and North Phoenix.  Current AZ 
driver’s license, insurance and access to a 
vehicle are required.  
 
Visit https://deliveryopportunities.gannett.com 
or call 602-444-4243. 

 

Advertisement

PROCLAMATION 
 

I, LOCKHART EL, whose address is 
1927 E Hampton Ave Unit 228. Mesa, 
Arizona 85204  proclaim my Free Na-
tional Name as MOORISH SCIENCE 
TEMPLE OF AMERICA according to the 
rules and usages of such MOORISH 
SCIENCE TEMPLE OF AMERICA. The 
Moorish Science Temple of America 
deriving its power and authority from 
the Great Koran of Mohammed to 
propagate the faith and extend the 
learning and truth of the Great Pro-
phet of Alli in America. To anoint, ap-
point and consecrate missionaries of 
the prophet and to establish the 
faith of Mohammed in America. 

Advertisement 
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Blizzard or Royal Treat
Buy One get the 2nd at 99¢ Not valid with other offers. 

Equal or lesser value. 
Valid at these locations only.

WE  ARE  OPEN

SE Corner Southern
/ McClintock

480.426.0010

NW Corner 
Elliot/Rural

480.831.7274

YOU’RE STILL HUNGRY.
DQ is ready to feed you.  
Come in for Carry Out 

and Drive-Thru.

Lakeshore Music, which presented most of its 
first dozen seasons at Tempe Center for the 
Arts, has announced it’s moving to North 

Scottsdale. The 2021-22 jazz concert series opens 
Oct. 16 at Ravenscroft in Scottsdale with National 
Endowment for the Arts Jazz Master and American 
Jazz Hall of Fame member Kenny Barron and his 
trio. 

The nine-concert season runs through May 
2022. Tickets, with a variety of packages and 
pricing, are now on sale to the public at 
lakeshoremusic.org 

“It’s an exciting new beginning for us in an 
area thirsting for cultural activity and live music,” 
said Woody Wilson, Lakeshore Music founder and 
president. “It has been a long and painful ordeal 
since February of 2020 when we were forced into 
shutdown by the COVID-19 pandemic, but, our 
dedicated sponsors and donors stayed with us. And 
as the saying goes, when one door shuts, another 
one opens. Our new door is the beautiful new 
Ravenscroft in Scottsdale.” 

Ravenscroft, at 8445 E. Hartford Drive, is a 
30,000-square-foot music venue and multi-use 
space opening in October. Its Ravenscroft Hall is an 
intimate 200-seat concert venue. 

Lakeshore leaving Tempe Center for the Arts

Wilson said the move from Tempe to 
Scottsdale represents a new beginning for the 
organization.  

“We had 12 wonderful years of presenting the 
world’s most notable jazz artists at the Tempe 
Center for the Arts and virtually every member of 
our audience over the years was a friend, or 
became one,” Wilson said. “We leave a large piece 
of our hearts at the TCA, but as the music world 
begins to open back up, it’s time for a bold new 
beginning in a remarkable new venue that was 
designed by the same architects that built the TCA. 
It is a dream come true for me. 

“It is only fitting we should open this 
incredible new building with one of world’s 
greatest jazz artists, Kenny Barron.” 

Pre-public ticket sales in late May more the 
tripled Lakeshore’s previous best pre-public 
campaign. 

All concerts begin at 7:30 p.m.  



Your Health is our 
#1 Priority!

Remodeling? 
Let’s relook at 
your insurance.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

If you’ve done any home 

renovations, it’s time to 

review your coverage and 

make sure you’ve got the 

protection you need.

LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708139

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road

Tempe, AZ  85284

Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com

Hablamos Español

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills, 
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen 

Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying, 
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

 1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

 480.839.2623
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Briefly . . .
Tempe El ‘Truth in Taxation’ hearing June 23 

Tempe Elementary School District plans its 
“Truth in Taxation” public hearing as required by 
Arizona law on a proposed $900,000 increase in 
primary property taxes levied for adjacent-ways 
projects. 

The hearing will be 6 p.m. June 23 at the 
Sanchez Administration Building, 3205 S. Rural 
Road in Tempe.  

All interested citizens are invited to attend. It is 
a fairly standard tax that the district must levy to 
pay for construction of sidewalks, sewers, utility 
lines, roadways and other related improvements in 
or along streets and intersections.  

As an example, the amount proposed by the 
district would cause Tempe Elementary School 
District’s primary property taxes on a $100,000 
home to be $78.69 a year.  

Without the tax increase, the total taxes that 
would be owed would have been $73.66. The 
Adjacent Ways tax would be $5.03.  

 
 

Corona robotics team in world finals 

Corona del Sol High School’s Robotics Team 
6479 has been selected from more than 850 entries 
from around the world as a finalist in the 2021 
FIRST Global Innovation Awards powered by Star 
Wars: Force for Change.  

The team is sponsored by Corona del Sol 
teacher and FIRST Robotics 2021 Teacher of the 
Year winner Stephen Heiser. 

Teams that participate in the FIRST Innovation 
Challenge must design a solution, create a business 
model and pitch their idea, and advance their skills 
by using technology as part of the process.  

Inspired by the season’s sports and fitness 
theme, teams must explore the invention and 
innovation process through identifying a problem 
or opportunity to help people and communities 
keep, regain or achieve optimum physical or mental 
health and fitness through active play or other 
forms of movement.  

The Global Innovation Awards will culminate 
with an awards show broadcast June 30 on ET on 
the FIRSTtv Twitch channel.  

 



Fall semester begins August 21.

195 aff ordable program degrees and certifi cates

Transfer agreements with 40+ universities

Honors program

Short-term industry career certifi cations

Assistance with paying for college

Mesa College Promise 
 (free tuition for qualifi ed applicants)

Free tutoring and advising

Guided pathways so you get on the right track  
 from the start

Small class sizes

Faculty who care about your success

Options for in-person, online and 
 live online classes

Virtual tours available

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, age, disability, or national origin in their programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number 
to reach the appointed coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For additional information visit: http://www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

mesacc.edu

Talk with an advisor today.

It was an unprecedented and challenging year, but you persevered. 
We celebrate you and your amazing accomplishment!

Now it’s time to look to the possibilities ahead. Whether your goal is 
to transfer to a university or train for a technical career, consider Mesa 
Community College. Wherever you’re headed, we’ll help you get there. 
Choose your path, set your pace, and MCC will help pave the way.

Congratulations
Class of 2021

mesaCC
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REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time, 

hire a quality, licensed contractor with 
30 years experience.  
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section are placed by 
local business owners who want to be a reliable 
go-to source that you can trust now and in the 
future. Ads in this section appear in 6 
consecutive issues at a cost of $150, plus tax, 
which includes an accompanying classified ad  
at no additional charge. Call 480-966-0837 for 
information. Note that ads appearing on this page expire with 

the date shown on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to 

ensure no lapse in your ad’s appearance. 
 

J.A.K. 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

SPECIALIZING IN 

480-820-8711

SEAMLESS 
RAIN GUTTERS

ALUM. SIDING • WINDOWS  
TRIM • AZ ROOMS

Jennifers,
House Cleaning 
Quality Professional Cleaning

Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

20 Years Experience-Bonded & Insured

480.833.1027

Not Enough Time in the day? Call

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

$60/Month!  GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
 ELECTRICAL
 FAN INSTALLATIONS
 PLUMBING
 CARPENTRY
 HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

 RON MINER

480-233-1834 
480-736-1599

Your Honey-Do  
HANDYMAN

Not a licensed contractor

602.825.2580

• Kitchen • Bathroom 
• Office • Laundry

FREE CABINET DESIGN 
Redrockcabinets.com 
Visit our showroom @

5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2 
Chandler - 85226

 

ROOFING 
Maintenance starting 

at $250. Free Estimates 
on Re-roofs. 

480-446-7663 
Spencer 4 Hire Roofing 

Lic #244850

HANDYMAN 
Semi-Retired 

General Contractor 
Need small jobs done 

around the house? 
 

Call John 
480-772-7649 cell 

Not a licensed contractor
480-999-1385

w w w.InfinityRemodel.com

Full Remodels
Kitchen / Bath
Flooring
Painting
HVAC
Electrical / Plumbing

Licensed, Bonded 
and Insured

Infinity Property Services, LLC
ROC #228281

Unlimited Tree Trimming 
& Yard Cleanup 

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

WE DO COMPLETE
Tree Trimming, 
Yard Cleanup, 

Weeding, Pruning, 
Desert Landscaping, 

Removal & Hauling of Anything.
Reasonable Reliable & Prompt

D
Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

 

This space is  
AVAILABLE! 

 
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140             
 

Call 480.966.0837 

Call 480-233-6561 
Contactless quoting and cleaning
www.extrememediablast.com

We clean pool tile, fountains and 
water features by removing calcium 

and other build-ups, restoring 
surfaces to like-new condition!

 

This space is  
AVAILABLE! 

 
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140             
 

Call 480.966.0837 

 

This space is  
AVAILABLE! 

 
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140             
 

Call 480.966.0837 

www.wshomemaintenance.com
602-900-0667

Landscaping
Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Reseeding
Brush Removal
Irrigation, Clean Ups

Pavers, Weeding, Garden Design
Stump Grinding

ELLIOT KYRENE STORAGE

480.418.6946 
elliotkyrenestorage.com

Rent affordable, secure,  
climate controlled storage! All units on 
ground level and individually alarmed, 

with on-site manager.

480-694-1158

Weekly Service. Equipment Repair/ 
Replacement GREEN Pool Clean-Ups

CALL TODAY  
for a free water quality assessment
10% off all drains
No worries 
Just jump in!

ARIZONA OASIS  
Pool Service & Repair

 

This space is  
AVAILABLE! 

 
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 6 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140             
 

Call 480.966.0837 
20% off for referrals

Your Contractor for Life
ROC# 322729 | Licensed & Bonded

Concrete
Tile

Inside/Outside Paint
Pavers

Electrical

Block

  480-787-8455480-787-8455

Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood People You Know
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For Sale  
 
Ulta Freezer (-86C) for sale: 
Thermo Forma -86C ULT Freezer 
(23.0 CFT), working condition for 
$8500 OBO, much wider than lab 
door to get in the laboratory is rea-
son for sale. 480-703-4227   7/10 
 
Help Wanted 
 
Great Harvest Bread Co is looking 
for both customer service and bak-
ing team members. Pay is DOE. Call 
480-777-1141 or stop in and fill out 
an application 1730 E. Warner Rd., 
Tempe 
 
Services 
 
ALTCS/Medicaid-AZ Long-Term 
Care System — Need help to pay 
for Long-Term Care? Stay in your 
home, have your unlicensed family 
member(s) be paid by Arizona-
ALTCS to provide your needed care! 
Call/Text 480-203-9592 or Visit 
ALTCSecrets.com 9/21 
Cabinets—We can guide you 
through the new cabinet process for 
your kitchen, bath or laundry room; 
call Jim @ 602-825-2580; Red 
Rock Cabinet Co.  4/21 
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, 
Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, 
Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. 
Call Roger 480-215-3373. 
rchildcustomcarpentry  
@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. 
Bond. Ins. 5/21 
 

Concrete — All your concrete 
needs. Quality concrete work, slabs, 
footings , pavers , re-route 
sprinklers, hard landscaping. 
Tempe based since 1996.nice guys. 
tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail 
rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. 
Lic, bonded and Ins. 5/21 
Contracting — Triple G 
Contracting, your contractor for life: 
concrete, tile, roofing, painting 
inside & out, laminate flooring, 
electrical, garage floor epoxy, block. 
480-787-8455  7/21 
Digital Math or Spanish tutoring— 
Hello, my name is Adam! I am a 
certified teacher and am offering 
Spanish and math tutoring. Digital 
tutoring is always available as 
needed. Please call (480)789-0604 
or e-mail 
a.a.peterson94@gmail.com. 6/21 
Garage Door — Garage Door 
Service, Broken Springs Replaced.  
Prompt professional service, Repair 
& Installation, no extra charge for 
evenings and weekends. Not a 
licensed contractor. 480-251-8610.  
5/21 
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for 
all your home and yard repairs, call 
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, 
plumbing, painting, electrical. I do it 
all. Specializing in the Kyrene 
Corridor. Local Resident with over 
20 years’ experience. Not a licensed 
contractor, just a perfectionist. Free 
Estimates. 9/21 
Handyman-Handy Joe Home 
Services—Plumbing, electrical, 
sprinklers, door and drywall repairs; 
drain cleaning, etc. Make your list 

my list and watch it disappear. Not 
a licensed contractor. Call Joe 602-
614-1486. 7/21 
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman 
– General Repair and Maintenance. 
Electrical, home entertainment 
hookups, plumbing, install ceiling 
fans, fixtures, phone jacks and most 
repair jobs. Clean, neat and 
dependable. 25 years’ experience. 
Not a licensed contractor - Make 
your list and call Ron 480-233-1834 
or 480-736-1599. 7/21 
House Cleaning — PERSONAL 
TOUCH CLEANING - Serving the 
Valley for Over 25 Years. Affordable 
Service with Quality and  
Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. 
Excellent references. 480-838-4066 
or 602-481-7000 1/22 
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S 
HOUSE CLEANING – Not enough 
time in a day?? We provide quality 
professional cleaning! Super de-
pendable. Weekly, Bi-weekly, 
Monthly. Call for a free phone 
quote. References avail. 20 years’ 
experience Bonded – AG0601, in-
sured-46871. It’s a CLEAR choice!!! 
CALL 480-833-1027.  8/21 
Landscaping — Tree cutting, tree 
removal, reseeding, brush removal, 
irrigation, clean-ups, pavers, 
weeding, garden designing 602-
900-0667; 
wshomemaintenance.com 5/21 
Painting — Village Painting – 
Interior/Exterior painting, drywall 
repair with texture matching, 
custom faux finishes, and cabinets. 
Small jobs also welcome. 
(ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-
1588. 7/21 

Pool Equipment repair/ 
replacement—Weekly Service, 
GREEN pool Clean-ups , the only 
company where the owner has a 
degree in hydrology! Insured, 
Certified Pool Operator, Arizona 
Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 480-
694-1158.  7/21 
Pools — Extreme Media Blasting; 
we clean pool tile, fountains & 
water features by removing calcium 
build-up, restoring surfaces to like-
new; 480-233-6561 7/21 
Remodeling — JAK Construction 
Inc. – Specializing in all phases of 
construction. Rain gutters, 
Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl 
siding, AZ rooms, replacement 
windows & doors, overhang 
trims/eaves. We love small jobs! 
Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, 
bonded and insured. ROC #112275. 
5/21 
Sprinklers — Aqua Masters—Spe-
cializing in System Check-
Ups,Valves, Heads, Timers, Leak 
Detection, Wire Locating & Trouble-
shooting, Brown Spots & Low Pres-
sure Problems; 30+Years’ 
Experience Quality Service 480-
478-0073 
www.AquamastersAz.com 6/21 
Storage—Elliot Kyrene Storage: 
Rent affordable, secure, climate-
controlled storage units in Tempe 
85284; all units on ground level and 
individually alarmed; onsite man-
ager, 480-418-6946, elliotkyrenes-
torage.com 6/21 

Wrangler News Classifieds 
30 words / 2 issues / $20  • Get details & place your ad at wranglernews.com
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By Robyn Martinez, with photos by Amy Garza 
 

Two Tempe Elementary schools are pedaling 
off on a seemingly unlikely initiative in their 
PE classes: teaching kids how to ride a bike.  

To launch the All Kids bike program, 
kindergarten students at Scales Technology 
Academy gathered in the gym and had the chance 
to try out the two-wheelers. These aren’t typical 
bikes, however: They don’t start out with pedals.  

Not having that normal mode of propulsion, 
kids get a chance to use their legs on the ground to 
propel the bikes forward, helping them to establish 
balance and confidence more quickly, according to 
the bikes’ manufacturer. 

At their first try, after strapping on a brand new 
helmet, the students hopped on the bikes and were 
cruising around the gym in no time, said one 
observer.  

Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey was also there to 
help kick off the program. He talked with the 

students about how important exercising is, 
especially after being cooped up due to the 
pandemic. Afterward, he fielded questions from 
students.  

Through the end of this school year, Scales 
kindergarten- through second-grade students will 
receive an eight-lesson curriculum that will teach 
the basics of bike safety and riding. Once they 
master balance and establish confidence, pedals are 
easily added to the bike. This riding progression 
has proven to be natural and easy for kids, without 
the use of training wheels, say experts. 

“As kids learn to balance they throw their fears 
away and start zooming around. It is so cool to 
watch this unfold,” said Scales PE teacher Bryan 
Bennett.  

Bennett was eager to bring the program to 
Tempe after using it in a previous district and 
seeing it help so many kids quickly master the skill 
of riding a bike.  

“I like introducing activities to kids that they 

may not otherwise have an opportunity to be part 
of. Having the bikes provided for our school is 
huge,” Bennett said. “I don’t think all of my 
students have had the opportunity to learn to ride a 
bike at this young of an age.” 

“We believe one of the most important skills a 
child can learn in kindergarten is to ride a bike. 
Within that skill, there are many associated skills 
like health, confidence, balance and a mode of 
transportation beside your feet or car,” said 
Matthew Seebaum, director of development for the 
Strider Education Foundation, which makes the 
two-wheelers available to schools.  

A donation from Burlington National Railroad 
made it possible for two fleets of bikes to be given 
to the Tempe Elementary district.  

Thew Elementary will begin the program in 
the 2021-2022 school year.  

“As long as our kids are getting unique 
experiences and having fun like this, I’m all about 
it,” added Scales teacher Bennett. 

Just hop on and ride? Remember when you did it: It isn’t quite so easy for some wee ones. 

   New type of bike makes learning easier — even minus pedals

‘As kids learn to balance they throw their fears 
away and start zooming around. It is so cool to 
watch this unfold.’  

— Scales PE teacher Bryan Bennett.  
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The notice left on our door by the 
construction company informed us we 
wouldn’t have access to our driveway for a 

few days and would need to park our vehicles 
across the street or elsewhere.  

That’s because a major construction effort 
would soon be underway on our street. The 
sidewalks in our West Chandler neighborhood, 
established in 1992, weren’t in compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.  

Sure enough, just before 5 a.m. on the 
appointed day, heavy machinery rolled up in front 
of our house and an army of men (plus one 
stalwart, very tough looking woman) sprang into 
action.  

Decked out in their neon-green T-shirts and 
blue jeans, they set to work tearing up concrete 
and rebuilding.  

My family and I watched with gratitude. And I 
wonder: Would I have had the same thankful 
reaction if I’d married someone else back in 1986?  

Through the years, my husband, a native of 

Venezuela, has taught me and our five sons to see 
the United States through the appreciative eyes of 
an immigrant who hails from a country that has 
descended into lawlessness and chaos.  

The last time Pipo and I visited Venezuela was 
in 1992, not long before we moved to Chandler. We 
walked the streets of the little oil refinery town 
where he grew up and visited the park where he 
and his brothers played as children. I think in his 
mind, he wanted to share with me one of the 
happier neighborhood venues he frequented as 
young boy.  

When we came upon this childhood refuge, 
we discovered the grass was mostly dead and the 
playground equipment was rusted and in disrepair. 
The sidewalks in the surrounding area were 
crumbling, uplifted in many places by tree roots or 
shot through with weeds.  

Pipo shook his head in dismay, taking in the 
decrepit environs. Venezuela, mind you, is a 
founding member of OPEC and has the largest oil 
reserves in the world, greater than even Saudi 

Arabia.  
It is a vast wealth which has been squandered. 

A country with resources such as Venezuela, it 
would seem, could certainly afford street 
maintenance, but that hasn’t happened. Meanwhile, 
tens of thousands starve and anyone who isn’t part 
of the corrupt regime struggles to survive.  

Pipo’s sister was overjoyed when he spoke 
with her recently because, she said, their formerly 
middle-class town had water twice that week.  

So when our family sees construction workers 
in our neighborhood fixing the sidewalks, we give 
thanks to God for the freedom and opportunities 
here in the U.S. and for those who defend us.  

We fly an American flag in front of our house 
all year long. We know our country isn’t perfect, 
but we also know there’s nowhere else we’d rather 
be.  

Except maybe in Okinawa alongside our son, 
1st Lieutenant Jonathan Coronel, USMC.   

Happy Fourth of July from all of us here at 
Wrangler News.  

How the 5 a.m. arrival of a city work crew in front of our house reminded us 
how thankful we are to live in America                           Commentary by Joyce Coronel 

A group of Midshipmen from various Navy ROTC units across the country assembled on the USS Ronald Reagan docked at the naval base in San Diego in this file photo from 2018.             
    — Wrangler News file photo 



Join 
Jennifer 
85283 

Join Councilmember 
Jennifer Adams on 
Thursday, July 8, at 

6 p.m. for her next virtual 
community meetup.  

This is an 
opportunity for residents 
to bring up their ideas and 
concerns to help make 
Tempe a better place.  

The focus for this 
particular meetup is 
everything happening in 
the 85283 zip code, but 
comments and 
suggestions about any 
part of the city are 
welcome.  

To register and get 
log-in information, visit 
tempe.gov/adams or email 
Council Aide Alex Chin at 
alex_chin@tempe.gov. 

Tempe goes back to school

Tempe will host Los Angeles 
Angels spring training at Tempe 
Diablo Stadium through at least 
2035, according to a City 
Council-approved agreement that 
also details a major renovation to 
improve fan and team experiences.  

The first phase of improve- 
ments could be ready for spring 
training 2022. 

A Memorandum of Under- 
standing (MOU) approved by 
Tempe City Council in May set 
formal intentions between the City 
of Tempe and the Los Angeles 

Angels.  
A new lease agreement will be 

negotiated that would extend the 
team’s lease through 2035, with 
options to extend to 2040 and 2045. 

Spring training draws tens of 
thousands of people to Diablo 
Stadium every year, infusing the 
local economy with millions of 
dollars.  

Tempe also receives a portion 
of revenue from ticket sales.  

Stay up to date on the stadium 
activities and renovation progress at 
tempe.gov/diablo.  

Spring training to remain at 
Diablo Stadium through 2035 

With the new school year right around 
the corner, Tempe is teaming up with 
local schools and community partners 

to provide resources for students and families.  
Students from pre-school through graduate 

school can access tips and information on 
coronavirus and student safety, educational 
resources, transportation options and 
opportunities to get involved in the community.  

Learn about Kid Zone’s before and after 
school programs. Sign your child up for a free 
Youth Transit Pass. Find out where to get free 
mental health resources. Discover the wide array 
of online homework and research tools available 
through the Tempe Public Library and Tempe 
History Museum.  

All of these resources and more are available 
at tempe.gov/BackToSchool or call Tempe 311 at 
480-350-4311. 
 
Back to School Dates 
 
• Kyrene School District — Thursday, July 29 

• Tempe Elementary School District — Monday, Aug. 2 

• Tempe Union High School District— Monday, Aug. 2 

• Arizona State University — Thursday, Aug. 19 

• Rio Salado Community College — Rolling start dates 

 
In addition to the webpage, follow us on 

Facebook @CityofTempe and Twitter 
@TempeGov for more tips and updates.          

Your City, briefly . . . 
Jury duty: Your city needs you 

Tempe residents age 18 and older are 
eligible to be called to serve jury duty at the 
Tempe Municipal Court.  

This is a very important community 
service that is a core element of a just, 
democratic society. Jury trials in Tempe 

Municipal Court typically last just one or 
two days. Whether or not you are chosen for 
a trial, as long as you respond to a jury 
summons, you are exempt from being called 
again for 18 months.  

Parking near the court is free and bus 
passes are available. Details about jury 
service, including suggested items to bring, 
are at tempe.gov/ JuryDuty.  

Junior golf pass on sale now 
The city’s Junior Golf Pass is on sale 

now for golfers age 17 and under.  
It is $50 and can be purchased at  

Ken McDonald or Rolling Hills courses.  
The pass is valid through August for 

rounds at the two courses.  
      Visit tempe.gov/GolfTempe for details. 

June-July 2021
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Magnus Title 
Agency

You win 
when  banks 

compete!
“Call Us First”

480-797-2892

“The Agnew Team is amazing 
to work with! Professional 
and knowledgeable. Great 
communication and always 
available. They made the 

me. Coordinated photos, listing 
and showings quickly and at 
my convenience. I loved the 
enthusiasm and energy Patti 
and Scotty brought to the sale. 
They both are well connected 
in the area and brought many 
potential buyers to see my 
property immediately in under 
48 hours! “
--Sam C.

“Scotty is very kind and caring 
person and his service was 
exactly who he is. He always 
communicated and responded right 
away. I felt like he was 
treating us as one of his family mem-
bers. Thank you, Scotty, for selling 
our home successfully!”
--Tomomi T.

Sell Your Home 
for a Record 
Price in 2021! 

Dear South Tempe Neighbor,

Please call our cell or text us for 

a quick response at 480-797-2892

NMLS #938581

www.theagnewteam.com 
Get your free quote!


