
Little League Opening Day found sluggers from Tempe South teams taking to the fi eld for plenty of batting, out-fi elding, pitching and fun. More on Pg. 15.
 

— Wrangler News photo by Billy Hardiman 
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Once an eyesore, 
now posh high rise 
thrives as lively
co-working hub
 

By Joyce Coronel

Decked out in a T-shirt and shorts 
with Fido at your feet and a load 
of laundry in the dryer, working 

from home holds appeal for many. But if 
the thought of another client meeting at 
the crowded corner coffee shop has you 
agonizing over where to close that deal 

you’ve been laboring over, you might want 
to check out Workuity.

The brand new co-working space 
occupies 20,000 square feet on the 
ground floor of the now luxurious 
Chandler Viridian high rise at the 
intersection of the 101 and 202 freeways. 
Nestled against Chandler Fashion Center 
and within walking distance to nearby 

eateries and hotels, the collaborative 
work site is proving popular according to 
Workuity founder Daniel Kite. 

“We opened March 1 and we are filling 
up really quickly,” Kite said during an 
open house at the Chandler facility. 

“We’re doing a high-end facility here 
so we tend to get everything from the 

—  HIGHRISE, Page 6
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LUCAS Just SOLD in Chandler
Are you thinking of selling your home?
Contact LUCAS - We Get Results!!

Your Trusted Local Experts For Over 25 Years.  We Get Results!

(480) 598-8800 • TheLucasGroup.com

Rare 1 Acre Lot in South Tempe
Horse propertrtr y. Irrigated. Build your dream home.

Priced $485,000 • Call fofof r more details

Great Location in Chandler/85226
4 BR, 2.5 BA, updated, pool, next to greenbelt
Priced t $350,000 • Call fofof r more details

+ PPrroovveenn Pricing SSttrraatteeggiieess

+ Tenacious NNeeggoottiiaattiinngg

+ UUnniiqquuee Team CCoonncceepptt

+ Honest & Trusted AAddvviiccee

+ Superior CCuussttoommeerr SSeerrvrvrrvrrrvrvrvrvr iiccee

+ RReeeRessppoonnssiivvee Communications

p
eexxppeerrttrtrtrtrrrtrtrtrtr iissee ddeelliivveerrss aa ssmmooootthheerr
pprroocceessss aanndd ttaannggiibbllee results.

+ Results: LUCAS hhoommeess sseellll
22 daysysy faster aanndd ffoorr
1.5% higher tthhaann aavveerraaggee..

+ TThhaatt’’ss $6000 oonn aa $$440000KK hhoommee!!

5% Full Servrvr ice
ccoommmmiissssiioonn ppllaann..
AA 1% ssaavviinnggss

wwhheenn ccoommppaarreedd
ttoo aa 6% aaggeenntt..

TThhaatt’’ss aa $4000 ssaavviinnggss
oonn aa $400K hhoommee!!

Sell your home
easier, faster, 

for more money
AND pay less.

That’s a VALUE!

+ Ultimate MMaarrkkeeeettiinngg PPllaann + OOuurr vvaasstt experience aanndd 5% Full Servrvr ice SSeellll yyoouurr hhoommee

           Quality  +  Benefit  /  Cost  =  VALUE

Jeff 
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LUCAS is #1 
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Corridor
since

‘93

Call or 
Click

LUCAS Just SOLD in Chandler
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!!

Rare 1 Acre Lot in South Tempe

Opportu
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Great Location in Chandler/r/r 85226

Greenbelt

Remodeled in Heart of Scottsdale
3 BR, 2BA, 1364 sf, new kitchen, new AC, wow
Priced at $350,000 • Call fofof r more details

Special Home in South Tempe
4 BR, 3 BA, 2346 sf, huge workshop, KyKyK rene Schls

Priced at $365,000 • Call fofof r more details

Great Opportunity in Gilbert
3 BR, 2 BA, 1284 sf, great room concept
Priced at $265,000 • Call fofof r more details

Remodeled in Heart of ScottsdaleSpecial Home in South Tempe
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d at $4

Workshop

Great Opportunitytyt in Gilbert

ed at $
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“Put a Former Arizona Police
Offi cer on YOUR side!”

Call Today

480-247-6366
www.knowleslaw.org

2852 S. Carriage Lane - Mesa, AZ 85202

Anthony J. Knowles
Attorney at Law

Former Arizona Police Offi cer

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
Over 18 Years Experience

We handle all criminal and DUI cases

Mom with preemie 
twins gives back 
to Dignity hospital 
that saved her boys

Heather Pendergrass on the soccer field with her sons Aiden and Logan. The boys were born 13 
weeks early at Dignity Chandler Regional Medical Center.   — Wrangler News photo by Joyce Coronel

By Sammie Ann Wicks 

It was a night in 2014 like any 
other, with no hint of trouble, 
as a young mother-to-be went 

about her daily tasks and then retired, 
oblivious to the life-changing event—
and the reality that a crisis was lurking 
only moments away.

“I was sound asleep, and was 
having this dream that my water 
broke—and then I woke up and 
realized it was actually happening,”  
says Heather Pendergrass, recalling 
the January night of her twins’ birth 
just 27 weeks into her pregnancy—a 
risky 13 weeks early. 

However unexpected, Pendergrass 
realized time was of the essence, 
and alerted both her doctor and her 
husband, Mark.

“My doctor told me to get straight 
over to Chandler Regional (Chandler 
Regional Medical Center), and he 
immediately let them know we were 
on our way,” says Pendergrass. “My 

husband drove me, and we went right 
into triage.”

At first, she says, hospital staff did 
everything they could to postpone the 
premature birth.

“In the beginning, I was just having 
a few contractions, and wasn’t really 
in full labor, and they were trying to 
stop that (for the babies’ sake),” says 
Pendergrass, “trying steroid shots and 
other things, but it just didn’t work. 
The babies were coming.”

Pendergrass was then moved 
quickly to Chandler Regional’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, 
where nurses were waiting to start 
procedures critical to supporting the 
babies’ lives.

After only an hour of labor and 
24 hours after her water broke, 
Pendergrass’s twin boys, Aiden and 
Logan, were born on January 10 with 
the constant assistance of attentive 
NICU nurses. But the young mother 
says the greatest challenges were yet 
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FOREVER
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CULINARYDROPOUT.COM
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to come.
“Babies born so early like mine 

have to learn how to breathe on their 
own, and have to have feeding tubes 
while they develop outside the womb,” 
Pendergrass says, adding that, at this 
early date, even a mother’s instincts 
have to be suspended.

“When you see such a young baby 
struggling, or having issues, your first 
normal instinct is just to pick them 
up and hold them,” she declares, 
“and you can’t do that here—you have 
to reach through the holding unit’s 
holes with gloves. So while I may have 
wanted to, I couldn’t just pick up my 
twins. That was hard.”

Even with this temporary 
separation, Pendergrass says babies’ 
instincts still are in play.

“They somehow still know their 
parents, still know the rhythm of 
their mother’s heartbeat, even their 
mother’s voice they heard in the 
womb, and that’s so comforting.”

In the early weeks of a preemie’s 
life, she says even speaking to the 
babies must be done in a special way.

“You have to be careful to speak 
very softly to them,” she says. “You 
don’t want to overstimulate them, 
because that can affect their oxygen 
levels.”

Even given their premature arrival, 
Pendergrass says her sons did not 
experience the more typical brain 
bleeding, and did not need blood 
transfusions or have other issues that 
could have occurred.

“We’re just blessed that the 
boys did not suffer any chronic 
lung disease, and in fact now have 
outgrown any issues they might have 
had initially,” says Pendergrass, noting 
that many other premature newborns 
often have a harder time.

She is quick to say she could not 
have made it through her ordeal 
without the unflagging dedication 
of the NICU nurses, doctors, and 
supporting staff.

“The people doing this work are 
simply unbelievable human beings,” 
Pendergrass says. “We had amazing 
nurses working with us throughout 
the whole thing, and believe me, 
you need that. It’s the hardest roller 
coaster ride you’ll ever go through, 
physically and emotionally. 

Emotionally may be the hardest 
part, because you don’t know what’s 
going to happen.”

Another mother of a preemie 
describes NICU nurses as “angels on 
earth. These people don’t eat lunch, 
they’re always on their feet, always 
committed, always doing the best 
thing. There are not enough words to 
say how wonderful they are.”

So touched by her experience at 

the hospital was Pendergrass that 
she ultimately decided to become 
a volunteer there, helping other 
premature babies and their anxious 
moms.

“I’d been with the Human 
Resources department of a major 
bank for 20 years,” says Pendergrass, 
“but after this amazing experience, my 
husband and I were talking and asking 
ourselves, ‘How can we give back?’ 
The answer was being of service to 
the NICU.” Her wealth of knowledge 
garnered during her own time there, 
Pendergrass says, gives her a unique 
opportunity to help other mothers in 
similar straits.

“I’ve been where the moms have 
been,” says Pendergrass, “and I’m 
a unique story, because I’ve already 
had NICU babies, and I can relate 

to the women because of my own 
experience.” She adds the hospital 
offers excellent training to would-be 
volunteers at the unit.

“They give you an excellent 
orientation about how to deal with 
preemies,” she says, “so that when 
you’re actually there, you know what 
to expect and what to do to best help 
the babies.” 

If she is now able to be of help to 
other preemie mothers, Pendergrass 
never fails to remember what got her 
through her own experience.

“My husband and I had only been 
married less than a year when all this 
happened,” recalls Pendergrass, “but 
from the beginning he was amazing—
he was my rock, very calming. He still 
makes me a better person.”

The Pendergrasses have another 
child, two-and-a-half-year-old Ethan.

Like any struggle in life, the new 
NICU volunteer says that, difficult as 
it was, her entire experience led her to 
greater self-knowledge and growth.

“I personally think there’s a reason 
for everything,” says Pendergrass, 
“and because of what I went through, 
I can now give that back. The 
experience I had with my boys made 
me what I am.”

Aiden Pendergrass as a patient in 
Chandler Regional’s Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit.  — Photo courtesy Pendergrass 
family
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Offering Over 300 Products 
To Support Your Family’s Health

HEALTHY
IN 2019

THINK

Start your new lifestyle today.
Shop Online Now!

www.enzymeprocess.co
800.521.8669

50 Years of Leadership & Experience

Nia Taylor discusses her non-profit with Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke. 
— Photo by Joyce Coronel, Wrangler News

something that I wanted for myself when I 
was an entrepreneur.” 

With 14-foot ceilings, big screens 
aplenty, kitchen amenities, modern 
conference rooms and floor-to-ceiling 
windows, Workuity is easy on the eyes. 

Carol Stambaugh and Jeremy Saxey 
are business partners in an enterprise that 
helps manage and troubleshoot Word Press 
websites. Perched in front of their laptops 
at one of the many tables in the expansive, 
wood-floor common area, the two 
expounded on what they see as the benefits 
of membership in Workuity. 

“I have a home office and I work out 
of it sometimes but there are just times 
when I like to be out and around people,” 
Stambaugh said. “It sounds great to work in 
your pajamas every day, but it can get kind 
of boring.” 

It’s not Stambaugh’s first dance with 
co-working. 

She said she tried Gangplank and 
Galvanize but that Workuity is a more 
convenient location for her. “When they 
came closer it was just a no-brainer for me 
to come in and try a co-working space close 
to my house.”

Saxey lauded the networking 
opportunities afforded by the collaborative 
work environment. “You meet a lot of 
people here,” Saxey said. “We actually 
get clients because you get to network 
and collaborate with people in a more 
professional space instead of meeting at a 
Starbucks.” 

Stambaugh says she spends 20-30 hours 
a week at the site. Her level of membership 
allows her to have a dedicated desk and 
24/7 access. 

Stuart Illian of SquadPod, a software 
start-up, said his company joined 
Workcuity’s first location in Phoenix but 
that the West Chandler site is closer to his 
home. Even though SquadPod has an actual 
headquarters in North Scottsdale, utilizing 
Workuity is advantageous. 

“The conference rooms, the kitchen 
facilities, the location…everything is an 

advantage for us,” Illian said. “We’re going 
to be doing big launch events and it’s a 
better spot for us to do that.” 

He also keyed into the opportunities 
to meet potential clients. “We’re targeting 
small businesses with our solutions so it’s a 
networking opportunity. Do we really need 
this space when you add all that up? Yes, 
absolutely.” 

Chandler’s Workuity site boasts 60 
offices, conference rooms, printing, 
fast fiber internet and a classroom for 
presentations. For those who might need a 
dose of caffeine or even a little relaxation 
there are liquid benefits too: coffee, beer 
and wine. 

Kevin Hartke, mayor of Chandler, 
was on hand for Workcuity’s open house, 
alongside other members of the Chandler 
City Council and the president of Chandler 
Chamber of Commerce, Terri Kimble. 
Hartke remembers well that the site on 
which Workuity is located was once home 
to a longstanding eyesore in the city, 
Chandler Elevation, a construction site that 
was abandoned during the Great Recession 
and spent years in litigation. 

“We are thrilled that Workuity has 
chosen this space,” Hartke said, describing 
the location as “the epicenter of technology 
and businesses and a lot of enthusiasm in 
Chandler.” 

Chandler Vice Mayor Terry Roe also 
attended, and was likewise enthusiastic.

“It’s a pretty big change from what 
was here just a few years ago. It was an 
eyesore and every meeting we ever went 
to, everybody said, ‘What’s happening with 
that?’ 

“And finally Viking came along and 
promised big things and delivered. These 
folks are getting a perfect location in 
Chandler and they bring a super-classy 
environment where people want to do 
business. I think it’s perfectly positioned 
and people are going to fill it right up.”

Workuity founder Kite chose the open 
house presentation as the moment to 
announce that the company would grant 
a one-year free membership to Circle of 
Sisters Ministry, a non-profit devoted to 
assisting women in need of support. Nia 
Taylor was there to accept the award. 

Highrise
From Page 1
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Loved right 
from the start.
Bringing your baby into the world really does take a team. That’s why Dignity Health 
Birth Centers offer events and classes—so you can build relationships with maternity 
caregivers and other parents-to-be. Let’s deliver humankindness—together. 
To learn more, visit dignityhealth.org/pregnancy-care. 
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Chandler Chamber spotlight

State schools chief 
lists objectives for 
reforming system

Kathy Hoffman, Arizona state superintendent of public instruction, 
discussed her plans and policies with the Chandler Chamber of Commerce.   
       — Wrangler News photo by Noah Kutz 
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Where Bright Futures Begin

By Noah Kutz

High schoolers and parents, listen up. 
Arizona’s superintendent of public 
instruction has plans for the reform of 

the state’s public school system, particularly in 
preparing kids for the real world from grade school 
onward. 

At a recent meeting hosted by the Chandler 
Chamber of Commerce, attendees participated in 
a “State of the School System” address from state 
schools chief Kathy Hoffman as she presented her 
policies and plans for the future and answered 
questions regarding Arizona’s public schools, 
particularly in the Chandler area. 

Since taking office in January, Hoffman 
noted that she has been able to revamp the 
communications and policy offices within the 
Department of Education, with a desire to return to 
the concept of it being an agency of service rather 
than a compliance-driven organization. 

Some of the primary goals she outlined for her 
position are fixing the system for English-learning 
students and aiding teenagers in the middle- 
and high-school levels in situations that require 
counselors, as well as ways to prepare them for life 
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Stylish and innovative home modifications, as seen in these grab bars — one is part of the soap dish — are helping seniors stay safe at home. 
         — Photos courtesy Re-Bath and Kitchens

Newly Remodeled Memory Support 
Accepting ALTCS

as young adults. 
Recently, Hoffman said, the 

Education Department’s Office 
of English Language Learning 
Acquisition has worked on producing 
a strong program to help students who 
do not speak English to successfully 
complete school and become proficient 
in the language. 

Prior to this change, the policies 
for teaching English-learning students 
produced a high school graduation rate 
of 18 percent, the lowest success rate 
in the country, according to Hoffman. 

For teaching these kids, Hoffman 
said the department has put programs 
in place to ensure the teachers are best 
suited for this enormous task. 

Regarding the former method of 
teaching English-learning students, 
she says: 

“There will be a transition period 
as we move away from this model, so 
we’re working very actively with our 
schools to make sure people know 
what is the best practice.” 

Additionally, Hoffman intends to 
create a supportive environment for 
students’ social and emotional well-
being throughout middle- and high-
school by increasing the number of 
counselors in each district. 

She showed support for several 
schools she has seen across the state 

that implement strong hands-on 
programs for students, as well as 
programs that help students become 
more prepared for college. 

After visiting a middle school in 
Yuma, Hoffman said, “Students were 
learning baking skills in their culinary 
class and then, outside, the carpentry 
students were building a shed for their 
garden… and that’s middle school.” 

She also highlighted a high school 
student who will graduate with three 
associate’s degrees after their senior 
year. 

Many of the Chandler 
businesspeople who attended the 
meeting agreed that a very important 
part of high school is remembering to 
teach and develop the students who 
do not desire to go to college after 
graduation. 

Oftentimes, she said, special 
attention is given to those who are 
preparing for college, while the 
technically skilled students are left 
to graduate without enough formal 
support from their mentors. 

Hoffman vociferously acknowledged 
this point, adding she plans to 
introduce a learning environment for 
high schoolers that will better prepare 
them to embrace the real world and hit 
the ground running, no matter their 
path.
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As Easter approaches, 
messages of hope 
from area pastors

Easter is the BEST part of 
the GREATEST story ever told!   
It›s the story of God›s love for 
mankind and his willingness 
to send his sinless So n into the 
world to die for the sins of men!   

You see, no one is perfect.  
As matter of fact, no one is even 

close to perfect!   We have all sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God. The Good News is that 
instead of punishing us for our sins as we deserve, 
God has mercifully allowed His one-and-only Son 
to be a substitute and die in our place… WOW!   But 
Jesus didn’t stay in the tomb... he rose from the 
dead!  

Thus, everyone who calls upon the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ will be saved! With childlike, 
repentant faith we come to the Jesus and trust in 
him to forgive and cleanse us of all unrighteousness!

We are literally saved by Grace Alone, through 
Faith Alone, in Christ Alone!    

You may have seen and wondered about the 
orange ribbons at Dayspring UMC. On March 24th, 
the first anniversary of “March for Our Lives,” 
Dayspring observed Gun Violence Awareness 
Sunday. Beforehand, names of individuals who 

have been gunned down in mass shootings were 
handwritten on orange ribbons. Worshippers 
were invited to take one, remember the name and 
shattered family in prayer, and tie it to a tree on 

campus, creating a memorial 
to hundreds of victims of gun 
violence. 

That afternoon, following 
testimonials by those whose 
lives have been forever altered 
by gun violence, some of us took 
a turn at an anvil, hammering a 

gun barrel glowing orange from a forge, helping to 
fashion it into a garden tool. Beating our swords 
into plowshares, transforming an instrument of 
death into one of life, offering hope for a people 
weary of violence. Just like the first Easter, death 
does not have the last word. 

— The Rev. Roger Ball, First Baptist Church Tempe, 
fbc-tempe.org

Easter shouts the ultimate 
model known to mankind 
of sacrificial forgiveness to 
criminals, sinners, you and me. 
Jesus, without error, died on a 
cross to forgive anyone in the 
world who would sincerely accept 
Him. To anyone across the entire 

osandp.com
3200 S. Country Club Way, Tempe 85282 - 480-360-2020 
Monday - Friday 8:00AM-4:30PM

OS&P OPTICAL
Come visit us for a wide selection 

of the top-selling brands.
Bring this ad and receive 15% off a 

full pair of frames and lenses. 
(Maui Jim Sunglasses excluded)

Over 600 frames with more than 
40 brands to choose from. 

Including Ray Ban, Kate Spade, 
Michael Kors, Nike, Maui Jim.

Jesus Christ, the Savior, 
is risen, alleluia! After a time 
of preparation, known as the 
Lenten Season, we’ve finally 
made it to the celebration of the 
Resurrection of our Lord- Easter! 

Jesus Christ, truly man and 
truly God, chose to live in a 
real time of human history, He 

entered into our sinfulness in order to take on the 
weight of our transgressions and destroy death. He 
bent so low so that he might  lift us high. Through 
His one sacrifice, the gates of Heaven swung open 
for those who repent and believe in the Gospel! May 
this season be a time of blessing, renewal, and hope 
for you and your families; filled with the realization 
that the Savior of the Universe chose to give His life 
up on the cross for our redemption. You are in our 
prayers and are most welcome to celebrate this Good 
News with us at St. Andrew the Apostle.

— The Rev. Robert Aliunzi, St. Andrew the Apostle 
Catholic Church,  www.standrew-cfc.org

— The Rev. Bill Meiter, Arizona Community Church, 
azcc.org 

—The Rev. Jeff Procter-Murphy, Dayspring 
United Methodist Church, dayspring-umc.org 

—  EASTER, Page 30
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT PAID ADVERTISEMENT

If you thought you have been to a Mexican restaurant lately you probably need to
reconsider and visit La Casa De Juana. The fare is authentic Mexican, and when we
say authentic we mean it. Upon entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful décor, the
tables and chairs are beautiful, Mexican painted murals, colorful banners hanging
from the ceiling and the gracious service. Warm orange and yellow tones echoing
throughout the restaurant will make this your favorite Mexican Restaurant.
Take advantage of the great lunch and dinner specials, a bar with freshly made
drinks, TVs, and live guitar music for all ages on the weekends. Don’t forget about
the happy hour from 2 pm to 6 pm every day, with $2 beer (domestic and imports)
and $3 margaritas, this place is a must. The flavorful salsa, the delicious margaritas,
the extraordinary and well-priced food will definitely keep you coming back.

Make Your Reservation Today! 1805 E Elliot Rd,
Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837

1976 W Southern Ave
Mesa AZ 85202
480-962-9112

LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH,
AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

Check out La Casa De Juana at www.juanashouse.com

If you think you have been to a 
Mexican restaurant lately you probably 

need to reconsider and visit
La Casa De Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic we mean it! Upon 
entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful 
décor, beautiful tables and chairs, Mexican 
painted murals, colorful banners hanging 
from the ceiling and the gracious service. 

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this your 

favorite Mexican Restaurant.
Take advantage of the great lunch and 

dinner specials, a bar with freshly made 
drinks, TVs, and live guitar music for all 
ages on the weekends. 

Don’t forget the happy hour from 
2 p.m.to 6 p.m. every day, with $2 beer 
(domestic and imports) and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful 
salsa, the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 1805 E Elliot Road

Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837Make Your Reservation Today!

Check out La Casa De Juana at www.juanashouse.com

LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH,

AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

Advertisement

RACE TO ALLEVIATE 
HOMELESSNESS

Grab your friends, family & comfortable shoes
 & join us in Tempe for a 5K run or 1 mile walk

Saturday, April 13
Kiwanis Park - North Field

On-site registration begins at 6:30 am
Race begins at 7:30 am
Walk begins at 7:45 amtempeaction.org

Kiwanis Clubs, Tempe schools 
collaborate on literacy initiative

A wide-ranging collaborative of Tempe 
organizations has joined forces with the 
Tempe Elementary School District to host 
a “United for Impact Day of Literacy” on 
Saturday, April 13, at Aguilar Elementary 
School. 

The free event runs from 9 a.m. to noon 
in the school gym. 

The four Kiwanis clubs of Tempe, along 
with members of the Tempe High School 
Key Club and Arizona State University 
Circle K Club, have joined forces with other 
state Kiwanis groups, ADP, Whataburger, 
AARP Experience Corps and Lost Our 
Home Pet Rescue to support the event.

The program offers kids from 
kindergarten to 5th grade literacy games, 
activities and readings by local community 
leaders, including Tempe Mayor Mark 
Mitchell. 

Participants who complete and 
document three activities will receive a 
book, a balloon and ice cream.  

Tempe Kiwanis President David 
Whitehorn says the organization’s mission 
is “to serve the children of the world,” 
and has youth leadership development 
programs at many Tempe middle- and 
high-schools as well as at ASU. 

Kiwanis believes that literacy is the 
cornerstone of the development of children, 
empowering them to achieve more, said 
Whitehorn.

Aguilar Elementary School is at 
5800 S. Forest Ave.  

Tempe City Hall glows with
new, energy-efficient lighting

Holidays and other noteworthy 
happenings can now be celebrated with a 
bright new glow on the  skyline, thanks to 
the addition of energy-efficient LED lights 
on Tempe City Hall.

When the older, 
incandescent-style 
bulbs began to dim 
over time, the city 
didn’t reach for plain 
white replacements. 

Instead, maintenance engineers looked for 
sustainable options—817 of them, in fact—
that were not only more environmentally 
suitable by capable of glimmering in 
virtually any color of the rainbow.

In honor of Pride celebrations 
throughout April, the building will wear a 
rainbow of colors from 7 p.m. until 7 a.m. 
daily. 

In the future, the same bulbs could glow 
purple for Domestic Violence Month, green 
for St. Patrick’s Day, or red, white and blue 
for Independence Day. 

Workers needed a week to complete 
the installation on the inverted pyramid 
that is Tempe City Hall, but with one big 
advantage: the new bulbs are expected to 
last many years.  

Said Mayor Mark Mitchell:
“These lights allow the building that 

is the seat of our government to reflect 
Tempe’s core values of inclusivity and 
equality and to celebrate our community in 
creative and colorful ways.”
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To register, visit www.kyrene.org/CommunityEd or call 480-541-1500 Register early as classes fill quickly.

We’re ready to inspire and engage  
your children this summer!
Kyrene Summer Academy offers endless opportunities to 
sharpen skills and explore new interests.
Academic classes like Extreme Math, Reading Support and Summer STEM have helped 
students sharpen their skills over the summer while enrichment classes like Minecraft 
Missions, Kid Top Chef and Archery have exposed students to new opportunities for learning. 
Choices from a variety of subjects and new concepts will challenge them all summer long. 

               
  
               
  

Summer Academy Schedule 
Colina, Mirada, and Centennial
Session I: June 3 to June 27
Session II: July 1 to July 18
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Monday to Thursday

ESCAPE to VBS
Kids will learn how to escape from daily struggles 

by unlocking life s̒ problems with the ultimate code that is 
guaranteed to have a safety exit ready at every turn!

June 24-27 
9:30 am to Noon

$15 -  Register: fbc-tempe.org
Ages: 4 years through students leaving 5th grade.

First Baptist Church of Tempe  -  4525 S. McClintock Dr.
480-839-0926

While some modern escape rooms include an 
element of fear, parents and kids can be 
assured that our escape challenges are 

designed to be fun, exciting, educational, 
child-friendly and have no locked doors.



WRANGLER NEWS  • APRIL 6 - 19, 2019  • PAGE 14



WRANGLER NEWS  • APRIL 6 - 19, 2019  • PAGE 15

Take Me Out 
to the Ball 
Game 

The crack of a bat, the 

anticipation in the dugout, 

the smack of a ball as it 

collides with a catcher’s 

mitt and the sound of 

cheering from the stands 

— all helped bring smiles 

to the faces of these 

Tempe South Little League 

baseball stars on opening 

day at Tempe Sports 

Complex. Players, coaches, 

parents and families 

descended en masse for 

a day at the diamond. 

— Wrangler News photos
by Billy Hardiman 
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Season’s best
The All-City Sports Banquet drew athletes from around Tempe high schools for an 
evening to celebrate hard work and success. Clockwise from top: Jim Martinez, head 
wrestling coach at Corona del Sol, alongside Zackary Kvavle, Shane Aguarin and 
Anthony Gonzales, with Sierrah Thrun, the first female state championship wrestler 
from the Tempe Union High School District; John Busch, Tempe All City board 
member, shakes hands with Samiyah Washington, member of the Marcos de Niza 
girls soccer team; Coach Matt Smith with Riye Torrance, Kira Caspers and Allyson 
Wachtel, members of the Corona del Sol girls’ soccer team; Jim Warne, 2019 
Tempe All City Hall of Fame inductee, who played for Tempe High and ASU and 
was a member of the 1987 Rose Bowl championship team. 

—Wrangler News photos by Billy Hardiman 
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Awards banquet: 38th 
year, countless winners

Sports
with Alex Zener

Roundup® 1.1 gal.
Ready-to-Use
Weed & Grass Killer  
 L 161 435 B4

14.99
18.99
-4.00

SALE
PRICE
MAIL-IN
REBATE*

*Limit 2 per household.

1.33 gal. Ready-to-Use Vegetation
Killer, 27.99 after $4 mail-in
rebate*
Consumer responsible for taxes.
While supplies last.

L176 327 B4

Preen® 4.93 lb. Extended
Control Weed Preventer  
 L 231 291 B4

13.99
-5.00

locations. *Limit 1 per household. Consumer
responsible for taxes. While supplies last

18.99SALE
PRICE
MAIL-IN
REBATE*

May not be available in all

YOUR CHOICE

15.99
Four Seasons Courtyard®
2 pk. Solar Spot Lights
T 241 590 B6
6 pk. Solar LED Path Lights
T 241 353 B8
While supplies last.

BARGAINS MONTHOF THE ®

39.99
Promier® Kuadrant
Lantern
E 247 181 4
While supplies last.

5/$15
Green Thumb® 2 cu. ft.
Premium Colored Mulch
L 192 210, 212, 213; 186 457, 458, 459;
200 424, 425, 426; 201 763, 764, 765

YOUR CHOICE

While supplies last.

Miracle-Gro®
1 cu ft. Potting Mix
L 462 572 B65

5.99
7.99

-2.00
SALE
PRICE
MAIL-IN
REBATE*

*Limit 2 per
household. Consumer responsible
for taxes. While supplies last.

Sale ends 4/30/19

©2019 True Value Company LLC

TV-AD-15049

Find the right products for your project and expert advice at True Value®.

McKay's True Value
4939 W Ray Rd

Chandler, AZ 85226
(480) 686-8064

Bring me in to
University Animal Hospital

2500 S. Hardy Drive | Tempe

480.968.9275 
universityvet.com

$20 off  
exam for NEW Clients

Expires 7/8/18

PREVENTATIVE AND GERIATRIC CARE  
( Vaccine and Wellness Screenings )

MEDICAL  
( Routine to Complicated Medicine )

The 2018-19 school year marks the 38th time 
that the Tempe All-City Association has given 
out awards to Tempe Union High School 

District student athletes who have excelled in sports.
On March 25 the winter sports awards banquet 

was held at the Phoenix Sheraton where awards 
were given to student athletes in basketball, soccer, 
boys wrestling and for the first year girls wrestling 
was included in the awards.

This year was the first time girls wrestling was 
part of the AIA State Wrestling Tournament and the 
Tempe All-City Awards committee did not waste 
anytime in recognizing girls wrestling at this year’s 
awards banquet.

Corona’s Sierrah Thrun was recognized for her 
outstanding wrestling season which culminated with 
her winning, in the 110-pound weight category, the 
first Girl’s State Wrestling Championship.

Thrun, only a sophomore, won all 10 of her 

regular season matches and all four of her matches at 
the state tournament to end up with a 14-0 record.

“Sierrah winning a state title in the inaugural year 
has great significance for the sport of girls wrestling,” 
said Corona’s head wrestling coach, Jimmy Martinez. 
“We honor boys and girls who were the best in our 
district in their sport at the Tempe All-City banquet.”

“It was good that Sierrah, a state champion, 
was recognized and received an award for her 

accomplishments in girls wrestling.”
Three wrestlers from Corona and 

one wrestler rom Marcos de Niza 
received an award.

Noah Perez Valenciano, a junior 
from Marcos de Niza high school, 
was honored for his wrestling skills 
in the 106-pound weight category 
with a 14-4 record and a fourth-
place finish at the Division III state 

wrestling tournament.
Corona wrestlers, Anthony Gonzales, Zackary 

Kvavie and Shane Aguarin received awards.
Gonzales, wrestling in the 113-pound weight 

category his junior year ended the season with a 43-9 
record with a sixth-place finish at the Division I state 
wrestling tournament. 

Kvavie, a senior wrestling in his final high school 
season, took second place at the state wrestling 
tournament in the 120-pound weight category. He 
won 46 matches and only lost four. 

Aguarin, wrestling in the 138-pound weight 

category his junior year, after wrestling at the state 
tournament ended the season with a 39-10 record.

Three Corona girls soccer players received awards 
including Riye Torrance, Allyson Wachtel and 
Kira Caspers while McClintock’s Alicia Nicholson, 
Marcos de Niza’s Samiyah Washington and Tempe’s 
Alejandra Gomez-Lopez also received awards.

Torrance played in all 15 matches for Corona her 
senior year scoring five goals with eight assists and 
18 points from the midfielder position.

Wachtel and Caspers, as only freshmen, were 
outstanding defenders for the Aztecs.

Nicholson, also a freshman, was the leading 
scorer for the Chargers with 14 goals, 31 points and 
three assists playing in 15 out of 16 games. 

Washington played in 13 out of 16 matches for the 
Padres and as a sophomore, was the leading scorer 
on the team.

Gomez-Lopez was a senior midfielder for the 
Buffaloes.

Corona’s Boys Soccer team, who made into the 
quarterfinals of the Division I State Championship 
tournament before losing to Desert Vista, had two 
seniors and two juniors receive awards at the All-City 
banquet.

Blake Cutlip and Daniel Lopez, both seniors, 
played midfielder position for the Aztecs as did 
junior Jacob Flores while junior Jacob Helm played 
the defender position.

Tempe High School had two soccer players 
receive awards. Senior Mariano Leon played in 13 out 

Alex Zener

Expires 4/19/2019
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HIGH Intensity, LOW Impact, FULL Body Workout that will show amazing results in your 
STRENGTH, FLEXIBILITY, BALANCE, and CARDIO!

ONE WEEK FREE

A Lagree Fitness Studio

480.940.7587  •  MegaFitAz.com
940 N. 54th Street - Chandler  /  Southeast Corner of Ray & I-10

of 14 matches scoring nine goals with 11 assists and 
seven points while junior Jonathan Rodriguez scored 
an amazing 19 goals with eight assists and 46 points 
in 14 matches.

Gustavo “Angel” Campos, a senior from Marcos 
De Niza, also received an award for boys soccer.

Tempe’s Jalen Grant, McClintock’s Joshua Baker 
and Corona’s Eric Blackwell received awards for boys 
basketball.

Grant, who played in all 25 games his senior 
season, was the leading scorer for the Buffaloes 
averaging 17.9 points a game for a total of 447 points 
during the season shooting 51%. His 447 points was 
almost double the next leading scorer on the team. 
Grant was also the leading rebounder averaging 9.7 
rebound per game.

Baker, also a senior, played on the Charger’s 23-6 
team that made it all the way to the semifinals of the 
Division 5 State Championships before losing to the 
No. 1 seed Gilbert by one point at 46-45.  

McClintock’s Mya Scott received an award for 
girls basketball. Scott, a senior, played in 24 out of 
25 games and was the leading scorer on the team 
averaging over nine points a game. 

Corona Softball
Corona’s softball team, with a 12-7 record, will 

need to rely on their hitters and defense as they play 
teams in their section during April.

The five leading hitters on the team are seniors 
Alexis Massie, Ally Quintero and Reyna Mori, junior 

Summer Duran and sophomore Tristan Jamar.
Massie is hitting .382 with 21 hits scoring 14 runs 

with 14 RBI’s while Quintero is batting .371 with 23 
hits scoring 14 runs with 10 RBI’s.

Mori is hitting .341 with 15 hits scoring 9 runs 
with 11 RBI’s. 

Duran is batting .404 with 23 hits scoring 14 runs 
with 6 RBI’s while Jamar has played in 17 games 
hitting .327 scoring 14 runs on 17 hits with 11 RBI’s

Jamar is also the leading base runner with seven 
stolen bases credited to her name on the stat sheet.

On defense, Massie, Quintero and Mori have put 
out the most players. Massie has 66 putouts out of 
88 chances while Quintero has 52 putouts out of 71 
chances and Mori has 43 out of 53 chances.

Junior Jada Wendling and freshman Emmalyn 
Brinka are the main pitchers where Wendling has 
pitched in 57 innings and Brinka in 54 innings where 
she has been credited with 8 wins.

Corona was scheduled to play at home against 
Queen Creek on Oct. 2 and against Highland on April 
4 and at Highland April 5. 

Next week they are scheduled to play at home 
against Desert Vista on April 9 before traveling to 
Desert Vista for a game April 12. 

The last two games of the season will be April 16 
at Mountain Pointe and at home against Mountain 
Pointe on April 18 for senior night.

Corona Baseball
The Aztecs are off to one of their strongest starts 

in recent years with a 12-3 overall record and 3-0 
section record which has earned them a No. 30 
national ranking and a No. 2 ranking in the state and 
in the 6A conference behind Hamilton who is 13-4 
overall. Part of their success could be related to their 
deep pitching staff with six pitchers who have pitched 
innings so far this season.

Senior Nick Schobinger has started four games 
and pitched 22.2 innings this season. He is credited 
with two wins.  Junior David Utagawa has pitched 
in 16 innings and is credited with three wins while 
junior Bryan Webb has started three games this 
season pitching 10 innings and is credited with one 
win.

Senior Jack Schobinger has started two games 
pitching 16 innings and is crediting with winning two 
games while senior Daniel Sotelo is credited with two 
wins while pitching nine innings.

Senior Aaron Garcia has pitched eight innings 
allowing only six hits while striking out five batters.

The Aztecs have seven games left starting with 
a game at Desert Vista on April 9 and then a game 
at Highland on April 10. It’s back at home against 
Desert Vista on April 13 and against Mountain Pointe 
April 16. 

 The last two games of the regular season will be 
a game at Mountain Pointe on April 18 and a home 
game against Queen Creek for senior night on April 
22.
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American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & Its Operating Companies,
American Family Insurance Company,

6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783  
 011765 – Rev. 4/15  ©2016 – 7350899

Richard Utter, Agent 
Richard Utter Agency, Inc.

2033 E Warner Rd Ste 101, Tempe 
Bus: (480) 831-8668 

rickutter.com   

PROTECTION WHILE
YOU’RE ON THE ROAD.

Your dreams deserve more than an insurance card 
tucked in your glove box. That’s why I go beyond a 

piece of paper to give you smart, customized coverage 
and real peace of mind to pursue what matters most. 

Contact me today for a competitive quote.  

Let’s talk today.

Your dreams deserve more than an insurance card
tucked in your glove box. That's why I go beyond a

piece of paper to give you smart, customized coverage
and real peace of mind to pursue what matters most.

Contact me today for a competitive quote. 
Let's talk today

Richard Utter, Agent
Richard Utter Agency, Inc.

2033 E Warner Rd Ste 101, Tempe
Bus: (480) 831-8668

rickutter.com

Diversions

By M.V. Moorhead 

When it comes to fishing, catfish is the only 
one that’ll hook you, or so I was told by an 
old guy at a barbecue restaurant. He was 

absolutely right, but he wasn’t telling me anything I 
didn’t already know. 

Perhaps it has to do with my Mississippi heritage, 
but the nobly whiskered bottom-dweller, properly 
batter-fried and served with some good soulful sides, 
makes my mouth water.

Indeed, fried fish of almost any sort has that effect 
on me; I’ve often said that it would likely be the meal 

I’d choose the night before my execution. 
So I’ve never quite understood the use of fish as 

a “sacrifice,” instead of steak or pork or chicken, for 
observant Catholics during the Lenten season.

But that is indeed the tradition, especially on 
Fridays, and maintaining it in style is Word of Mouth 
Grill, the new BBQ joint at Elliot and McClintock in 
Tempe. If you’re looking for a first-class Friday meal 
in the couple of weeks leading up to Easter Sunday, 
you could hardly do better than to try Word of Mouth 
Grill’s Friday catfish special.

“We’re Catholics ourselves,” explains proprietor 
Demetrious Makel, referring to himself and wife and 
co-proprietor Jacque. “Catfish is not really a part of 
our regular menu, but we thought it would be great 
to offer it on Fridays, especially this time of year.”

He isn’t wrong. The place’s catfish, available in 
one- or two-piece portions, has a slightly different 
quality than the classic light-brown, gritty cornmeal 
batter associated with the dish. 

Makel is a native of Boston, and maybe that’s why 
his batter has a thicker, more golden-brown texture, 
more like fish n’ chips batter. 

In any case, it’s delicious, as is the bed of fries on 
which it sits, along with the tartar and hot sauces, 
plus  ketchup, to dress them all up. And the fish 
within that batter is splendidly firm and clean and 
non-greasy.

The rest of the week, of course, or even on 
Fridays for non-Catholics, Word of Mouth features 
a full spate of tempting meats—brisket, hot links, 
pulled pork and chicken, ribs and rib tips, in various 
sandwiches or combos, as well as an a la carte menu 
of wings by the pound or half-pound and ribs by the 
rack or half-rack. 

There’s also a fine selection of sides, like BBQ 
baked beans, coleslaw, cornbread, mac-and-cheese, 
and potato salad.

Where did Makel earn the chops to create this 
bounty?

South of Phoenix, mostly. He moved with his 
family from Beantown to Tucson when he was a kid, 

and got his first restaurant experience down there.
“I learned to cook under Vinnie Spina,” says 

Makel. “He owns Mama’s Pizza in Tucson. I was a 
prep cook for him.”

After years working for Spina, Makel left to enter 
the corporate world, doing collections and online 
auction work and other non-culinary pursuits for a 
living. But he never lost his passion for cooking.

“My wife and I would still do potlucks and 
grilling, and a couple of times people told me ‘You 
need to go back into this.’ At first I thought, you 
know, your family and friends would always say 
that.”

But one friend in particular urged him to the 
point that he decided to take the plunge, first 
into catering, then into the full-blown restaurant 
business. Adding an intriguing twist to the menu, 
especially to the side-dishes, is his wife Jacque, who 
is of Argentinian-Italian heritage.

“She institutes her Argentine recipes,” says Makel. 
“Like in the potato salad.”

Word of Mouth Grill is at 7600 S. McClintock 
in Tempe. It’s open from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday; 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday; closed 
Mondays. Call 480-621-6247 for details.

Here’s a BBQ 
joint where 
you’re bound 
to get hooked

Wrangler News photo
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Roxie Anderson - Nurse Practitioner
FNP-BC
Certifi ed in Medical Aesthetics

 Home Parties (4+)
 Wedding/Baby Showers
 At My Home Or Offi ce

Forehead creases
Worry/Smile lines
Lip Plumping
Diminish Facial Scars 
Crow’s Feet
Unwanted Dimples

Be Your Max
Medical Aesthetics LLC

Injectables And Fillers
Featuring Botox®, Dysport®, Restylane® and Juvederm® 

To Enhance Your Beauty And Defy The Aging Process

865.356.9950   |   Roxielanderson@yahoo.com

.,.,'f-r•'l''O•"'l''fY 
CHILPREN'S PENTAL 

ViLLc!�e 

Understanding 
6 . . h children's dental needs

Offering 

egms �haerstanding children. 

ClearCorrect· 
� invisible braces 

Clinton Lepetich, DMD ;J· 

ChildrensDentalVillage.net 
7360 S. McClintock Dr., Tempe 480.838.6949 

Anne Gill, president and CEO of the 
Tempe Chamber of Commerce, has been 
selected to participate in the second cohort of 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation’s 
premiere business leadership program. 

The program trains leaders and provides 
those from state and local chambers with 
resources, access to experts and a network 
of peers to build their capacity to address 
education and workforce challenges.

“I’m honored to have been selected…,” 
said Gill. “The program will (help) elevate 
the Tempe Chamber’s workforce initiatives 
to fuel economic success in our city.” 

Following a competitive application 
and selection process, Gill was selected 
among 33 other chamber executives 
to participate in the second class of 
the three-month program, which runs 
through July. It will cover the entire 
talent pipeline, including early childhood 
education, K-12, higher education and 
workforce development. 

Upon completion, Business Leads 
Fellows will join the national network of 
200 chambers of commerce and statewide 
associations who regularly engage on 
education and workforce initiatives.  

Tempe Chamber CEO among top 33
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Spring has sprung, Bearly 
Mary Contreras State Farm Agency’s annual Spring Fling that featured safety tips, free windshield 

repair, Mexican folkloric dancing and special appearances by, from left, the Good Neigh-Bear; 

Mary Contreras; Tempe Mayor Mark Mitchell; and Chandler Chamber of Commerce President and 

CEO Terri Kimble. 

— Wrangler News photo 

Get straight answers to your questions at Schwab.

At Charles Schwab, we believe investors deserve better.

Our modern approach to managing wealth is rooted in open

and transparent relationships. Expect low costs, full service,

and a Satisfaction Guarantee.

Talk to a Schwab Financial Consultant to get investing support

and answers to your questions from the comfort of your home, 

offi ce, or wherever you happen to be.

Jay Chang
VP, Financial Consultant

National Branch
4750 E. Francisco Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85044
(800) 220-0546 Work / (480) 261-7807 Mobile

Welcome to a 

modern approach

to wealth 

management

The Charles Schwab Corporation provides a full range of brokerage, banking, and fi nan-
cial advisory services through its operating subsidiaries. Its broker-dealer subsidiary, 
Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (member SIPC), offers investment services and products, 
including Schwab brokerage accounts. Its banking subsidiary, Charles Schwab Bank 
(member FDIC and an Equal Housing Lender), provides deposit and lending services 
and products.

©2019 The Charles Schwab Corporation. All rights reserved.
MWD106538-17 (0419-9N8P) MKT106618-00 (3/19)

Brokerage Products: Not FDIC-Insured | No Bank Guarantee | May Lose Value
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April – May 
from 1 - 5 p.m. 

$5 for ages 2-12   
$7 for ages 13+ 
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Your Business Advantage
We serve as the voice of business, a catalyst for economic 

growth, and a champion for a strong community.

Visit www.tempechamber.org or call 480-967-7891 to find out more or to register for all our upcoming events.

/tempecc @tempechamber /tempechamber /tempechamber Tempe Chamber

• 2 Education Sessions from Nationally 
...Known Experts and Businesses

• Exposition with Over 20 Exhibitors

• WIB Mentor Program Graduation

• Silent Auction

• BWOY Video Highlights

• BWOY Winner Announced

MEET YOUR BUSINESS WOMAN OF THE YEAR FINALISTS

Friday, May 17, 2019
8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Doubletree by Hilton Tempe

FULL SCHEDULE OF 
LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE

CONFERENCE FEATURES

presented by Wells Fargo

The Tempe Chamber Women in Business Council announces:

CONFERENCE FEATURES

PRESENTED BY:

PRESENTED BY:TEMPE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANNUAL LUNCHEON
Friday, June 28th, 2019 • 11:30 am - 1:00 pm • Doubletree by Hilton Tempe
Featuring the Business Excellence Awards!

2019 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE & EXPO

SAVE THE DATE

JUNE 28, 2019

and see who is named the Business Woman of the Year!

Cecilia Ashe
Landings Credit Union

A native of Alamogordo, NM with 
forty plus years in the banking 
industry, Cecilia Estrada Ashe is 
currently Vice President/Chief 
Operations Officer for Landings 
Credit Union with locations 
in Tempe, Mesa, Gilbert, and 
Chandler.  She is part of the 
Executive Management Team, 
Asset/Liability Committee and 
oversees Branch Operations, 
Marketing and Investment Services.

Sherri Barry
Arizona Fashion Source

Sherri started her career at Brown 
Shoe Company, where she 
quickly became Vice President of 
Operations, opening over 300 retail 
locations nationally. She left to 
become an entrepreneur. In 2016, 
Sherri founded Arizona Fashion 
Source, a small-‐batch apparel 
manufacturer, and Events at 
F.A.B.R.I.C, a fashion venue hosting 
a wide variety of corporate and 
private events.

Melody Elkin
Sweetest Season Artisan Eatery

Melody grew up around her 
grandfather’s restaurant in Denver, 
CO, and heavily influenced by 
her grandmother’s tremendous 
baking abilities. Though a women’s 
basketball athlete and ASU 
graduate, her passion for food 
always called, Melody opened 
her 2nd establishment, one of the 
Arizona Republic’s most anticipated 
openings in 2018, Sweetest Season 
Artisan Eatery.

BE PART OF THE EVENT!

Registration is now open!
Sponsorship & expo tables are available!

Visit tempechamber.org or
call 480-967-7891
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Blizzard or Orange Julius
Buy One get the 2nd at 99¢ 

$3 off Any Round 
Ice Cream Cake

Not valid with other offers. 
Equal or lesser value. 

Valid at these locations only.

30 Years Serving the Tempe Community!

30 Years Serving the Tempe Community!

Order Yours Today at DQCakes.com

Ice Cream 

Cakes

SE Corner Southern
/ McClintock

480.426.0010

NW Corner 
Elliot/Rural

480.831.7274 The Music Store
2630 West Baseline Road   ~   NE Corner of Baseline & 101 Freeway

Sheet Music • Instruments
Lessons • Rentals • Repairs

(480) 831-9691
www.the-music-store.com

Mark your calendars
for our next

UKULELE JAM NIGHT:
  Monday, September 9th

Beginners: 6:00pm
Intermediate/Advanced: 

6:30pm6:30pm

See our website for
Group Lessons
 Starting Weekly!

SPRING IS THE TIME
FOR MUSIC!

Hey, kids, when 
it comes time for 
AzMERIT here’s
a tip: R.E.L.A.X
By Gabrielle Dunton

With state testing kicking off at many Tempe 
Elementary schools, it can be a nerve-wracking 
time for students. Taking place on the last day 

before testing week was to begin, the entire student body at 
Aguilar Elementary attended an Arizona’s Measurement of 
Educational Readiness to Inform Teaching, or AzMERIT, 
pep assembly to put to rest any possible negative feelings 
about the process.

AzMERIT is Arizona’s statewide achievement 
assessment for English language arts and mathematics. 
Its testing window occurs through most of April, including 
make-up exams if needed. The purpose of the assembly, 
organized by Aguilar instructional staff, is to remind 
students how much the teachers support and believe in 
them during this time.

“I believe it is important for students and families 
to understand that AzMERIT is just one way that we 
demonstrate all that has been learned,” said Principal 
Jessica Larsen. “I want students to see this as a positive 
opportunity, not something that should stress them out.”

Posters using an acronym for hints to remember during 
the testing season were designed to remind students to 
R.E.L.A.X. during testing week—not to stress out and to 
simply show off what they have learned all year.

Each Student Council member told the audience what 
his/her letter represented:

R - Read the question carefully and then reread the 
passage or problem to find the right answer.

E - Examine every answer choice before you choose an 
answer.

L - Label your answer choice before you choose an 
answer.

A - Always check your work.
X - X-out answers that cannot possibly be correct.

The theme for this year’s pep session was based on 
the popular movie The Incredibles. Aguilar staff handed 
out superhero bracelets, stamps, whistles and the iconic 
Incredibles face mask during the event. Teachers and staff 
also created a fun pep rally video in their Incredibles outfits 
and outlined the importance of the advice to R.E.L.A.X.

“We chose The Incredibles as our theme this year 
because we thought, ‘Our students are so incredible that 
the theme is totally fitting,’” said Larsen. “Every student 
brings with them something unique, just as each character 
does in the movie.”

An additional purpose was to reiterate how important 
goal-setting is for students and to encourage them to 
always push themselves to grow. The event also served 
to help students make a connection to learning that is 
happening now and how that prepares them for high 
school, college and beyond.

Second-grader Hazel Reid has made it her mission to 
work hard and be focused during the testing season, she 
says, because it has been something she has been working 
on all year.

“I think I am going to do good on my tests this year 
because I am ready for them,” said Hazel.

This year’s rally welcomed special guests from Arizona 
State University. Sun Devil Mascot Sparky as well as 
members from the marching band came to play lively 

music setting spirits high. Gililland Middle School also 
donated two bikes for Aguilar Elementary to raffle off for 
students who had perfect attendance during testing.

“I think that this pep rally makes our students feel more 
comfortable about taking the test,” said third-grade teacher 
Jordan Lee. 

“I’ve noticed it really dials down that anxiety or fear 
they may have.”

The main goal of the event was to ensure that students 
know just how much the Aguilar faculty cares about and 
believes in them. There is a lot of pressure when it comes 
to testing, they say, but the staff ultimately wanted to 
leave students with the message to come in each day with 
confidence and with the knowledge that they have many 
people in their corner to support them.

With the help of the ASU band and Sparky, coupled 
with Principal Larsen’s lead, the end of the assembly had 
the students chanting: “Aguilar, Aguilar we’re the best....
we’re gonna rock it on this test!”

Noted Larsen:
“My hope is that students walked away understanding 

how to be best prepared and to be confident in 
themselves.”

Gabrielle Dunton is coordinator of Tempe 
Elementary’s strategic communications initiative. 
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Texting and driving 
now illegal in Tempe 

Drivers in Tempe cannot text or talk on
a mobile device while driving – unless 
they use their devices in hands-free or 

voice-operated modes. 
The City Council approved the change to the 

city’s 2015 Distracted Driving Ordinance on 
Feb. 28, as part of a larger Vision Zero initiative 
to eliminate traffic fatalities. 

The changes, which took effect immediately, 
allow Tempe Police to cite drivers for holding, 
typing on or operating a mobile device while 
driving. 

The aim is to allow drivers to focus on driving, 
in order to improve safety for all roadway users. 

Exceptions include holding or typing on a 
mobile device while parked on the side of a road, 
or while stopped at a railroad crossing or red light.

For more information about Vision Zero, visit 
tempe.gov/VisionZero.

Connect with 
Councilmembers 
Tempe City Councilmembers want to make 

it easy for you to talk with them about city 
issues, so they are coming to you in some 

of your favorite places, like the Tempe Public 
Library, local coffee shops and community 
clubhouses. 

All Council community meetups are free 
and no RSVP is required. There are a few 
opportunities this spring to meet with Vice 
Mayor Lauren Kuby and Councilmember 
Kolby Granville. 

Councilmember Granville will host two 
Conversations with Kolby events for people 
to join him for a cold beverage and discussion 
about Tempe’s top issues. 

Vice Mayor Kuby will continue her monthly 
community meetup series, Connecting with 
Kuby. Have a cup of tea and talk about 
sustainability, pets and anything else on your 
mind. 

Conversations with Kolby
• 6 p.m., Tuesday, April 23, Tempe Public 

Library Connections Café, 3500 S. Rural Road.
•  6 p.m., Wednesday, April 24, Snakes & 

Lattes, a Game Café, 20 W. Sixth St., Tempe.
Contact Council Aide Parrish Spisz, 

parrish_spisz@tempe.gov, 480-350-8816, for 
more information or visit tempe.gov/granville. 

Connecting with Kuby 
•  1 to 4 p.m., Saturday, April 27, Tempe 

Public Library Connections Café, 3500 S. 
Rural Road. 

Contact Council Aide Kristin Gwinn, 
kristin_gwinn@tempe.gov, 480-350-8916, for 
more information or visit tempe.gov/kuby. 

For the latest details on these events and 
others, visit tempe.gov/calendar.  

Tempe podcasts feature local 
artists from 85283 and 85284 

More than 100 local artists can be heard on 
two new podcasts that are available to download 
for free. 

Tempe Playlist: Saturn Sessions features 
musicians, poets and singers who live, work or 
study in the 85283 and 85284 zip codes. 

The two podcasts range from poems to 
percussion performances to original songs by 
local bands in a variety of genres. 

In 2017, Tempe received a grant to assemble 
a team of local business people, art experts and 
education professionals to develop a creative way 
to mobilize the arts in the city. 

A partnership between the arts and public 
transit was created and Tempe Playlist: Saturn 
Sessions was born.

The purpose of the podcasts is to showcase the 
talented blend of artistry that exists in the south 
Tempe community. 

Orbit Saturn, a free neighborhood circulator, 
was chosen as a creative connector because it 
travels within the two zip codes and because it is 
a free service, accessible to all Tempeans. 

Download the podcasts at tempe.gov/
TempePlaylist.  

Monthly dementia 
conversation group

Memory Café is a comfortable, safe and 
engaging place for people living with memory 
loss along with their care partners to meet 
with others in a like situation.  

Joining us will 
help you remain 
socially active 
and connect to 
important programs 
and resources in the 
area.

Drop in, grab 
a cup of coffee 
and chat. A professional attends each time to 
provide information and ideas about a variety 
of conditions that affect memory and thinking, 
such as Alzheimer’s disease. 

Memory Café happens every Monday 
(except major holidays) from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon, in the lower level of Tempe Public 
Library, 3500 S. Rural Road. 

For more information about Dementia 
Friendly Tempe, go to tempe.gov/DFT or 
email us at DFT@tempe.gov.

and chat. A professional attends each time to 

Tour de Tempe is April 7 at Kiwanis Park 
Join more than 1,000 bike riders at the 23rd

annual Tour de Tempe Community Bike Ride from 
7:30 to 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
April 7, at Kiwanis Park, 
6111 S. All-America Way. 

This free, 12-mile bike 
ride is led by members of the 
Tempe City Council. 

Registration starts at 
7:30 a.m. and the ride starts 
at 9 a.m. Riders can get free 

breakfast, coffee and T-shirts! 
Helmets are required and riders should bring water. 
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Pet Doors

englishbuilding.net
480.603.8813

ROC189470

• Professional installation by a Licensed 
Contractor through any wall or door.

• Includes: security lock, 2 insulating flaps 
and all weather carpet.

• Attractive and functional design at an 
affordable price.

• Add your pet’s name or custom colors.

Dave’s Handyman
Service

602-295-3991

“Ask us if we can do it.”

Electrical         Plumbing
Doors & Windows

Drywall         Painting
Home Remodeling

Free Estimates     Sound Advice

Lic #169409ROC

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM 
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!
FREE INSTALLATION *SOME EXCEPTIONS

CUSTOM
DASHCOVERS
REDUCE GLARE, 
PROTECT FROM 
FADING & CRACKING
FACTORY
OUTLET STORE

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe  ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5    
DASHDESIGNS.COM 

SERVICE
Garage Door
• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

 TILE/STONE
Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the valley since 1974
•  Lic # ROC137050 
• Bonded and Insured
•   Tile and stone installations 

including fl oors, showers, 
patio’s, backsplashes 
and more.

• Repairs welcome.
• FREE ESTIMATES 
•  Call Bob Lukert 
480-510-4650

Discounts to Wrangler readers

D Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

Neighborhood Services
By neighborhood businesses you know

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section 
are placed by local business 
owners who want to be a reliable 
go-to source that you can trust 
now and in the future. Ads in this 
section appear in 6 consecutive 
issues at a cost of $150, plus tax, 
which includes an accompanying 
classified ad at no additional 
charge. 

Call 480-966-0837 for details. Note that ads 
appearing on this page expire with the date shown 
on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to 

Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair 
480-694-1158 

*Weekly Service  *Equipment Repair/
Replacement  *GREEN Pool Clean-Ups

Call today for free water quality assessment
10% off all drains  

No worries, just jump in!
Insured Certified Pool Operator

BASIC TAX LLC
Confused by the new tax laws  
or not interested in preparing 

your own taxes?
Don’t want to pay exorbitant fees?
For Professional Tax Preparation 

call:

480.980.7112  
or email  

halhansen50@gmail.com

Tree and Yard Clean Up

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

We specialize in all complete 
yard clean-ups, trimming,  
pruning, weeding, raking,  

removing and  
replacing anything

Always affordable
CALL TODAY!

J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
  Vinyl Siding
• Overhang 
   trim/eaves

• Replacement
  Windows
• AZ Rooms

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

480-820-8711
jakconstructioninc.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated

Ky rrene Corrido
Re esid nts

J.A.K. CONSTRUCTION INC.

House Cleaning

Not Enough Time in the Day?  Call

House Cleaning

Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly

(480) 833-1027(480) 833-1027
References Available
20 Years Experience
Bonded & Insured It’s a Clear Choice!

Jennifer Beebe

Quality Professional Cleaning

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

Starting @ $60/Month!

HEALTH
WELLNESS • LIFE

B Fit by Bryann
Inside Crowne Fitness  
at NEC Rural & Warner

480-241-7234
Boot Camps • Small Group 

One-On-One Training 

30 minute assessment  
when you mention this ad

FREE

JM LANDSCAPING PROS
 Complete Landscaping Services 

Commercial & Residential
Landscaping Construction  

& Renovations. 
Concrete Work,  

Pavers & Mansonry.
Complete Tree Work Services

602.577.8295 
ROC 322092

 GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
 ELECTRICAL
 FAN INSTALLATIONS
 PLUMBING
 CARPENTRY
 HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

 RON MINER

480-233-1834 
480-736-1599

Your Honey-Do  
HANDYMAN

Not a licensed contractor

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Southwest Door 
Refinishing 
480-947-3878

Doors/Garage Doors
Furniture/Cabinet 

Refinishing
Yard/RV Gates-New Slats 

Saveyourdoors.com
Not a licensed contractor

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

CPA
Accounting & Tax 

Services
K.R. Kinsey — CPA
Business & Personal

480-203-9933
or email ken@des.company

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140            

Call 480.966.0837
for information.
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Wrangler Classifieds • 30 words/2 issues/$20 
Place your ad at wranglernews.com or call 480-966-0837

Wrangler News is distributed every other 
Saturday throughout the year to 20,000 

homes & rack locations in Tempe & Chandler

‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’ 
              — Phoenix magazine 

 

Editor: Joyce Coronel 
Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC 

Don Kirkland, Founder & Publisher

 Photography: Billy Hardiman, Alex J. Walker
Community Outreach: Noah Kutz

Contributors: Alex Zener, M.V. Moorhead, 
Diana Nelson, Noah Kutz, Sammie Ann Wicks, 

Nicholas Johnsen 
Offices: Warner Century Plaza, 2145 E. Warner Road, Suite 102  

(Warner Road at Price/101 Fwy) Tempe, AZ 85284-3497

(480) 966-0845 
• Advertising: Option 1 • News: Option 2 • Other calls: Option 3 

Visit WranglerNews.com for our PageFlip eEdition & other services 

We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to call with 
article  suggestions.We accept manuscripts and photographs from area 

residents about topics of interest to our community.  
Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.” 

Articles appearing in this publication represent the opinion of the 
writer and not necessarily that of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC. 
Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an endorsement of 

the described products or services. We reserve the right to 
reject advertising or other content that we feel does not meet  

the needs or interests of our readership. 
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Wanted to buy
Wanted by Collector: Collector wants to buy OLDER model 22 Rimfire 
rifles and handguns. Consider others. Will pay reasonable prices. I Do Not 
Sell Guns. Call Lee 602-448-6487 with what you have. 6/19

Help Wanted
QC Trainee - Reliable, detail oriented, observant, computer experience, 
like working with small delicate items. Pay DOE $15to$16.50/Hr. Email: 
accounting@advotech.com or fill out application, 632 W. 24th Street, 
Tempe 85282 5/19
Flowers By Impulse, LLC: P/T office work. 3-4 hours per day: M-F. Tempe. 
Some bookkeeping/Knowledge of Excel & Quick books preferred. Pay is 
DOE. Ask for Gary. Call 480-968-4546 or email gary.flowersbyimpulse@
gmail.com. 3/19
Great Harvest Bread  Co. is looking for both customer service and  baking 
team members. Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in and fill out an 
application, 1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe

Services
Air Conditioning — Is your AC Blowing HOT?? AC Repair, Maintenance, 
and Installation. Honest, Affordable. I live nearby and can usually respond 
within the same day!! ROC#319949 Licensed Master Technician - Call 
Jason 602-989-0772   8/19
Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger 
480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. Bond. 
Ins. 3/19
Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work, slabs, footings 
, pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping. Tempe based since 1996.
nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. 
Lic, bonded and Ins. 
CPA— K.R. Kinsey, CPA, business and personal, 480-203-9933 or email 
ken@des.company  5/19
Southwest Door Refinishing -  480-947-3878 Door refinishing, repainting, 
new doors installed/cabinets refinished  & repainted/ Garage doors 
refinishing & repainting/Yard/RV Gates-remove old slats, sand & paint, 
apply new maintenance-free composite slats. Experienced, reliable, quality 
workmanship & materials; text pictures for free estimates; saveyourdoors.
com  Not a licensed contractor. 
Drywall — Vic’s Drywall Repair and Retexturing, Repair holes in drywall 
and block walls, Paint doors, pool fences, Epoxy coat garages, remove 
wallpaper, Stain and seal wood doors and other handyman services. Call 
for a free estimate, 480-820-5797 pt 480-710-0034. 3/19
Full Residential Real Estate Services — Reliance First Realty, specializing 
in new homes, short sales, relocation, out-of-state buyers/sellers, 
first-time home buyers, and renovation-financed purchases and sales. 
Contact Roseline Cristanelli, Owner/Broker, 480-945-4657, roseline@
reliancefirstrealty.com. 5/19
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.  Prompt 
professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for evenings 
and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610. 2/19

Handyman — ABLE Handyman Service - FREE ESTIMATES!! We are 
Smart, Honest, Reliable and Professional. Excellent communication skills 
and hard working. Experienced in the following: Basic Electrical, Flooring, 
Drywall, Household Repairs, Plumbing, Painting, Water Heaters, Network 
Cabling and Fiberoptics. Please give us a call today for all your Handyman 
Needs! Help support the small businessman. Jim 480-593-0506. 03/19
Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call 
Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do 
it all. Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20 
years’experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free 
Estimates. 10/19
Handyman — Dave’s Handyman Service. 602-295-3991. “Ask us if we 
can do it.” Electrical, plumbing, doors & windows, drywall, painting, home 
remodeling. Lic. #169409ROC. 3/19
Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance. 
Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans, 
fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable. 25 
years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call Ron 
480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599. 
Handyman—Reed’s Handyman Service—20 year South Tempe resident 
can help with variety of small home repairs: plumbing, electrical, flooring 
and much more. Not a licensed contractor. Call Lance for estimate 480-
329-0611 1/20
Health, Wellness and Life Coaching — B Fit by Bryann; boot camps, 
small group, one-on-one training; FREE 30-minute assessment; NEC of 
Rural and Warner; call 480-241-7234  3/19
House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING – Not enough time 
in a day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super dependable. 
Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. References avail. 
20 years experience Bonded – AG0601, insured-46871. It’s a CLEAR 
choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027. 
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving the Valley 
for Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and Reliability. All 
Supplies Furnished. Excellent references. 
House Cleaning — Need help cleaning? Don’t have time, or don’t 
want to spend your days off cleaning? I’m here to help. Trustworthy, 
reliable, honest, friendly, dedicated with references upon request! 
Personaltouchcleaning.info 480-331-5234
Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 5/19
Landscaping –Landscaping, sprinkler services, weed prevention. Regular 
maintenance, one time clean ups, new installs. Accepting new customers. 
Call 480-710-8738    3/19
Landscaping — JM Landscaping commercial and residential; landscaping 
construction & renovations; concrete work, pavers and masonry; complete 
tree work services; call 602-577-8295  3/19
Landscaping–– Yard cleanup and maintenance, trees and bushes trimmed, 
lawn service, weed control, debris removal.  Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly or 
one time clean-up. Free estimates. 20 years’ experience, Call Rob 602-431-
1305.  10/19
Mobile Massage: Mobile Massage Team (licensed, insured) Available for 
: Corp. Events, Holiday Parties, Employee Appreciation, In home parties, 
sporting events, couples massage. Call for pricing and availability. 
Rose C. 480-440-3737  3/19

Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair 
with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also 
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-1588. 4/19
Piano Lessons — Experienced Certified Teacher. $25/half hour. Call or text 
480-529-4505. 4/19
Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service, GREEN pool 
Clean-ups , the only company where the owner has a degree in hydrology! 
Insured, Certified Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 
480-694-1158.  3/19
Printing Services — Business cards, brochures, postcards, labels, flyers, 
banners, websites and more! Free delivery. Cll 602-301-4384  3/19
Realty—Reliance First Realty, specializing in new homes, short sales, 
relocation, out-of-state buyers/sellers, first-time home buyers, and 
renovation-financed purchases and sales. Contact Roseline Cristanelli, 
Owner/Broker, 480-945-4657, roseline@reliancefirstrealty.com.
Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of 
construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ 
rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love 
small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC 
#112275. 
Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor, 
Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at www.
englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 189470 
Call today for a free estimate  480-603-8813.  2/19
RJ Painting Services—Residential and commercial painting. Interior & 
Exterior. All kinds of painting and drywall and popcorn removal. Stucco 
repair and epoxy floors and pool decks. Staining kitchen cabinets. 100% 
satisfaction guaranteed. Free estimates. Call Juan 602-367-1900. 9/19
R&M Home works, LLC — Electrical, plumbing, drywall, painting, 
carpentry and more. Free estimates. Call Randy (480) 235-6031. Not a 
licensed contractor. 10/18
Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Repair- Aqua Masters Specializing In: *System 
Check-Ups *Valves, Heads, Timers *Leak Detection *Wire Locating and 
Troubleshooting *Brown Spots & Low Pressure Problems. 30+Years 
Experience. Quality Service.  480-478-0073 www.AquamastersAz.com
Therapeutic Massage: Specializing in pain Management massage. My 
studio is in my home, so currently only accepting female clients. Near 
Warner and McClintock . Email me for rates. Rose Courtney 
rosetxaz@gmail.com  3/19
Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and insured. 
Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler readers. Free 
estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650.  5/19
Window Cleaning— Call Fish Window Cleaning to make your windows 
sparkle. Windows interior and exterior. Screens, sun screens, tracks, sills, 
light fixtures, chandeliers, mirrors and ceiling fans. Call 480-962-4688. 
BBB accredited, fully insured. 2/19
Window Cleaning— 1-story $145 / 2-story $165 inside & out up to 30 
panes (add’l panes $3 ea) screen cleaning $3.00 per pane Power Washing / 
Sun Screens / Re-Screening (480) 201-6471
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KITCHEN CABINET REFINISHING

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills, 
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen 

Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying, 
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

 1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

 480.839.2623

Ride with the  
No. 1 car insurer  
in Arizona.

With competitive rates and 
personal service, it’s no 
wonder more drivers trust 
State Farm®. As your local 
agent, I’m here to help life 
go right.®

LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL1708164

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

Piano Lessons
20 years experience
2 recitals
        per year

Call Sandra

480-406-0138

Dealer:
Acct:
Address:
Route:
Dest:
Proof #:
Date:
File Name:

American Sol for Bus
Acct
Address
?
anasic@americanbus.com
1

123532 proof.indd
01-22-19

Read carefully and indicate any errors or changes. We are not responsible for 
errors not indicated at this time. Any alterations from the original copy or 
layout may be charged extra according to time and materials involved in 
making necessary changes.

SIGNATURE DATE

“Exceptional Quality at an Affordable Price”

JIM BURT

5865 W Ray Road, Ste 2
Chandler, Arizona 85226

Office: 602-825-2580
Cell: 480-797-1342

Website: RedRockCabinets.com
Email: Jim@RedRockCabinets.com

globe. 
For God so loved 

the world He gave His 
only son. Believe and be 
profoundly forgiven. 

Easter produced 
the unique model of 
sacrificial kindness. A 
God-sacrifice due to 
God-generosity. Because 
of love Jesus died for you 
and me. He who knew 
no sin took on the sin 
of the world unveiling 
unprecedented kindness, 
care and benevolence.     

Easter displays the 
ultimate example of 

sacrificial mercy. We 
sinfully betray God daily 
but Easter mercy says 
God will never betray 
us because His mercy 
pardons any sinners who 
believes in Jesus. 

Easter gave 
the ultimate value 
of unconditional 
acceptance. 

From eternal 
separation and rejection 
to unconditional 
acceptance. Amazing 
grace. Sinners can enter 
God’s family based on 
child-like faith in Jesus. 

Easter
From Page 10

Gold’s Gym: They’re back

Gold’s Gym is returning to the Arizona market for the first 
time in six years with the newest location opening soon in 
West Chandler. 

The roughly 40,000-square-foot facility, in the Sunset Plaza 
shopping center at Ray and Rural roads, will feature state-of-the-art 
equipment and amenities, according to the site’s developer, Jad Awale. 

Features include two separate 
turf areas for functional and athletic 
training; a sauna and pool; massage 
chairs; and a suite of boutique-style 
classes. Plans also call for a diverse 
schedule of group exercise classes, 
proprietary body scanning technology, 
a kids club and a team of certified 
personal trainers.

Awale, a franchising veteran, is a 
first-time franchisee with Gold’s Gym 
and has signed an agreement for the 
future development of five locations. 

Said Awale: “It is such a privilege 
to bring Gold’s Gym back to the 
Arizona market due to the huge 
fitness hype in our state and the reputation this gym has in the fitness 
world. For almost my entire life, I have been an avid fitness lover. 

“To see others achieve their potential through fitness is what drives 
me, and it is one of the main reasons I decided to get involved in this 
industry and be a part of this brand.”

Awale noted that, with multiple membership options to choose from, 
those interested can take advantage of a $0 enrollment pre-sale special 
for a limited time and receive a free T-shirt if they are among the first 
1,000 members to join.

Those interested in a membership prior to the grand opening can 
access pre-sale offers via goldsgym.com/chandler-az/ or by visiting the 
pre-sale office on the northeast corner of Rural and Ray roads a few 
steps away  from where the final gym will be opening.

The site is at 4950 W. Ray Road.

—Rev. Dr. David S. Hodgson, 
Mission del Sol Presbyterian Church, 
missiondelsol.org

I like the way hope translates 
itself into anticipation and 
excitement in the celebration of 
Easter.  Even though we know how 
the drama of Holy Week turns out, 
something there is about living 
through it with anticipation ~ only 

to burst forth into 
the excitement of 
an Easter morning 
~ that causes us 
to realize anew 
that hope is 
eternal, and that 
in the here and 

now it can be refreshing, liberating, 
resilient, and life giving!

Alexander Pope once declared 
that “Hope springs eternal in the 
human breast”, and while it is true 
that the eternal does find expression 
in our sacred celebrations of hope, 
nowhere is that more evident than 
in the thrill of an Easter morning 
when hope awakens our faith, 
and strengthens our convictions, 
and celebrates with the Lord our 
homeward journey.  

“The Lord is risen!  The Lord is 
risen indeed!’
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Living and selling in this area for over 25 years! 
Check out our website and then call us when YOU are ready to buy or sell! 

NickBastian.com    602-803-6425 
Subdivision Address Square Feet Beds/Baths Sold Price 

Harmon Ranch 5111 W. Laredo St, Chandler 85226 3,076 5 / 3 $487,990 

Oasis at Anozira 1919 E. Brentrup Dr, Tempe, 85283 2,722 5 / 2.75 $400,000 

Pheasant Ridge 7737 S. Alder Dr, Tempe, 85284 2,091 4 / 2 $530,500 

Tuscany 1190 N. Judd Pl, Chandler, 85226 3,858 5 / 3.5 $685,000 

Warner Ranch 157 W. Jeanine Dr, Tempe, 85284 2,066 4 / 2 $379,000 

Sierra Tempe 1086 W. Jeanine Dr, Tempe,  85284 1,661 3 / 2 $317,500 

Kyrene Corridor Market  Snapshot  

The Nick Bastian Team       
is a proud sponsor of the          

Boxer Luv Rescue Run           
& Dog Walk                             

at Kiwanis Park in Tempe!     
We love supporting this event 

and the Boxer Luv Rescue!   
Join us January 26 at 9am.    
For more information see       

our website: 
NickBastian.com/Boxer-Luv-Rescue-Run 

It’s time for the 6th annual Tempe 
Race to Alleviate Homelessness       
5K Run & 1 Mile Walk/Run! 

Saturday, April 13                 
7:30 am at Kiwanis Park 

We love this event and hope you 
can join in the fun! 

Enjoy live music, food trucks,    
raffles and kid activities! 
All proceeds benefit I-Help, a        

program of TCAA, which offers 
Tempe’s only emergency shelter.   

For more information see:  
NickBastian.com or                       
TempeAction.org 

By Diana Nelson

Racial tension re-emerged after a recent video 
surfaced on social media bemoaning the lack of 
events to observe Black History Month at Centennial 

Middle School, one of 25 schools in the Kyrene district.
Created by Centennial Principal Michelle Anderson, the 

showing was quickly followed by a second video message 
with Anderson’s apology for any unintended hurt feelings 
over the statements she originally made.  

Noted Anderson, ethnic or racial celebrations that 
happened in the past were student driven, such as a day 
devoted to the culture of Native Americans. Her hope, she 
said, was for the school to “celebrate diverse cultures every 
single day” and “to perhaps create a multi-cultural day to 
celebrate everyone.” 

In the second video, Anderson mentions that each day 
during the morning announcements, she always adds: 

“Everyone is fighting a battle you know nothing about…
be kind always.” She continued by saying, “Some of the 
comments I made on the video may have unintentionally 
hurt some students. I know we can do better and we will; 
we are an AVID school, which encourages students to take 
initiative.” AVID, short for Advancement Via Individual 
Determination , is a program focused on teaching students 
academic and social skills to succeed in school and to 
prepare for college or a career. The program is in place for 
all students at Centennial and intended to be a catalyst for 
developing a culture that closes the achievement gaps some 
students face.

In Anderson’s conclusion, she thanked students who 
brought up the topic of  Black History Month and criticized 
her first video because, in the end, she said, she feels she 
will become a better leader. 

Coincidently, the school also was in the news and 
criticized last fall for its handling of an inter-racial scuffle 
between two students and the accusations of uneven 
discipline that followed, which led to one student facing 
a criminal charge for engaging in a fist fight. Another was 
encouraged to attend an alternative school. 

During that earlier incident, members of the 
community appeared before the Kyrene Governing Board 
to air their grievances. At the center of the protest was 
Janelle Wood, whose efforts were credited with launching 
the Black Mothers’ Forum. 

Due to her visibility in the community, Wood was 
contacted by parents of the black student at Centennial 
who was disciplined. At that time, Wood said schools 
sometimes unknowingly apply actions that are later seen 
to be inappropriate because there is a lack of cultural 
understanding.  And, observers said, the attitude of many 
seems to have shifted, with most who submitted cards 
asking for time to speak offering positive comments. 

Most who spoke in support of the principal, Anderson, 
said they respect her as both a person and a principal. 
They expressed overall satisfaction with Centennial and the 
Kyrene district. 

In all, 24 requests were submitted asking to speak. 
Many of the remarks that followed were from teachers at 
the school. Some were from parents and a few, including 
Wood, thanked those in the audience for sharing their 
experiences at Centennial, and Vesely, the superindendent, 
for meeting with her to discuss how work can continue to 
bring educational equity to that school.

In a subsequent phone conversation, Kyrene parent 
Jennifer Underwood said she believes that the Centennial 

principal likely didn’t intend to be malicious and made the 
comments that generated a reaction because she just didn’t 
realize they were offensive.

“It was unfortunate timing for…Anderson’s comments, 
in that the video coincides with the award (of a contract 
with) Kyrene’s equity consultants, but it shows exactly why 
this consultant is needed,” said Underwood. Underwood 
was among the reviewers  of 20 proposals submitted in 
response to the request issued by Kyrene.

“Equity and inclusion education really is needed 
in every district because it wasn’t taught to our 
administrators and teachers,” said Underwood, who has 
been active with the district since 2005. 

Educational equity is a measure of achievement, 
fairness and opportunity in education. The study of 
educational equity, often linked with the study of 
excellence, depends on two main factors: fairness, which 
implies that factors specific to one’s personal conditions 
should not interfere with the potential of academic success, 
and inclusion, which refers to a comprehensive standard 
that applies to everyone in a certain education system. 

These factors are closely related and depend on each 
other for an educational system’s success. 

The topic of equity and inclusion is a challenge being 
faced by school districts across the country.  Kyrene 
selected Corwin Consulting to develop a program of 
professional development along with training on equity 
and diversity. 

The announcement comes at the end of a competitive 
process that reviewed responses for a scope of work that 
includes services related to professional development on 
equity, support for the creation of practices to eliminate 
barriers to inclusion, increased awareness of equity issues, 
capacity building of knowledge and skills among District 
staff on restorative discipline, mediation and conflict 
resolution.

Dialog appears to open 
positive pathway to 
Kyrene school equity 
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“Join me for all the fun!”
Michael Pooack

VOTED #1
BEST BUDGET MOVIE THEATER
ABC “THE LIST” - “COOLEST MOVIE THEATERS ACROSS AMERICA”

POLLACK
CINEMAS

1 8 25  EAST  E L L IOT  ROAD   T EMPE ,  AZ   85284   ( SOUTHEAST  CORNER  OF  E L L IOT  &  M CCL INTOCK )

480-345-6461
POLLACKTEMPECINEMAS.COM

• FAMILY FUN FOR LESS!
• VIDEO GAME ARCADE
• NEW THEATER SEATING 
• $2.50 TUESDAYS!


