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From the publisher 
of Wrangler News 

 

To our readers, from whom 
we sought help clarifying 
the origin of a Dec. 9 email 

to Tempe’s mayor and city 
manager, along with an 
anonymously USPS‐mailed copy of 
that email to Wrangler News, we 
promised that we would follow up 
with our findings as soon as they 
became available. 

We submitted a public 
records request to Tempe to 
confirm the identity of the true 
sender. No response to that 
request has yet been received. 

The email under discussion 
seemingly contained what 
Wrangler News felt were serious, 
unsubstantiated accusations by 
one councilmember against the 
behavior of another. 

Our coverage included a 
discussion of our reasons for 
wanting to ascertain whether the 
name of the sender represented 
the real writer, or a forgery of the 
signed name of Doreen Garlid, 
whom we characterized as a 
respected member of the Tempe 
City Council. Our intention was 
to preserve Garlid’s good name 
in what we were concerned 
might have been a forgery. 

On the evening prior to our 
scheduled print date for this 
current (Feb. 26) issue, we 
received the following letter 
from Garlid’s attorney 
demanding a correction to what 
were called “false and 
defamatory statements.” We 
referred that demand letter to 
our legal counsel in this matter, 
and as a result are publishing 
both that letter and our 
corrections or clarifications of 
each of the alleged false 
statements. 

We feel it is important for 
our readers to feel confident that 
we used all the means available 
to us to determine the facts of 
this matter. Garlid said she 
wanted to view the letter in 
question before responding, 
even though our initial email to 
her spelled out its content. The 
letter from her attorney makes 
clear that Garlid did in fact write 
the letter and that she takes 
ownership of it, contrary to our 
belief that it might have been a 
forgery.  Here are our responses 
to the demand letter from 

Councilwoman Garlid’s 
attorney’s letter: 
Re: False Statements – Cate-
gory 1 — It is correct that Garlid 
requested that Wrangler News send 
her the document in question. It is 
also notable that she elected not to 
confirm that she wrote the December 
9 email, which she now admits to 
have written in her attorney’s letter 
While we were incorrect in asserting 
that Garlid denied knowing of the 
email or writing it, Garlid did not 
admit to writing it either when we 
first spoke with her. This was not an 
intentional attempt by Wrangler 
News to mislead our readers, but 
rather a miscommunication that led 
to a misunderstanding on our part. 
Re: False Statements — 
Category 2 — Wrangler News 
genuinely believed that the email 
could have been a forgery. We did 
not redact Garlid’s name because 
we considered her to be a 
possible victim, and we wanted 
our readers to know that 
someone may have been attempt-
ing to malign her. We were in no 
way attempting to besmirch 
Garlid.  

Wrangler News 
acknowledges that some errors 
were made in the article 
accompanying the photograph of 
the letter, and regrets those. 
Wrangler thinks highly of 
Councilwoman Garlid and was 
attempting to protect her 
reputation. 

 
 
 
IMÓN-WYNN LAW, PLLC 
Tempe City Center Office:  

480.946.0680 
1400 East Southern Avenue, 

Suite 915 Fax: 888 
.893.9698 

Tempe, Arizona 85282-8008
www.mlwlawaz.com 

Monica A. Limón-Wynn 
mlimon-wynn@mlwlawaz.com 

 
February 21, 2022 VIA 

EMAIL TO 
DON.KIRKLAND@WRANGLERNE
WS.COM 

Mr. Don Kirkland Wrangler 
News 

2145 East Warner Road, 
Suite 102 

Tempe, Arizona 85284 
 
Re: Notice and Demand for 

Retraction Pursuant to A.R.S. § 
12-653.02 

Dear Mr. Kirkland: 
This firm represents Tempe 

Councilwoman Doreen Garlid. 
This correspondence demands 
that Wrangler News promptly 
publish a correction to the false 
and defamatory statements 
appearing in its article bearing 
the title, “A new low in the world 
of dirty tricks? We don’t know 
the answer. Do you?” (“the 
Article”), concerning 
Councilwoman Garlid. See 
Wrangler News, Feb. 12-25, 2022, 
at 3. Arizona law requires that 
Wrangler News publish its 
correction in substantially as 
conspicuous a manner in its 
newspaper as the statements in 
the Article. A.R.S. § 12-653.03. 

The following statements in 
the Article are false, defamatory 
and portray Councilwoman 
Garlid in a false light: 

False Statements - Category 
1: Concerning the email 
correspondence dated December 
9, 2021 referenced in the Article 
and depicted alongside the 
Article (“the December 9 Email”), 
the Article falsely claims that 
Councilwoman Garlid 
“disavowed being involved with, 
or even knowing about its 
writing or distribution,” and that 
the December 9 Email was 
correspondence about which 
Councilwoman Garlid had no 
“apparent knowledge or 
awareness.” The Article 
intentionally misleads readers by 
indicating that Councilwoman 
Garlid either communicated to 
Wrangler News that she did not 
write the December 9 Email or 
denied writing it. 

At no time did 
Councilwoman Garlid deny or 
disavow writing or authoring the 
December 9 Email or claim she 
had no knowledge of it. Ms. 
Garlid communicated only twice 
with you. On January 28, 2022, 
in response to your inquiry 
about whether she was the 
“originator of [a] letter” 
circulating around City Hall, 
Councilwoman Garlid stated the 
following: 

I am sure you realize that it 
is impossible for me to respond 
to a letter that you have not 
shown me. Please send me the 
document that you are 
referencing so that I can respond 
appropriately. 

Email from Councilwoman 
Garlid to Don Kirkland dated 
January 28, 2022. 

In response, you declined to 
provide to her a copy of the 
letter you claimed to have and 

unilaterally concluded that 
Garlid’s response indicated that 
she was “in no way responsible” 
for the December 9 Email. Your 
email response asked 
Councilwoman Garlid “to clarify” 
your statements about the extent 
of her knowledge and 
involvement with the December 
9 Email. She did not confirm any 
of your statements and instead 
replied to you as follows: 

The purpose of this email is 
not to respond to the content of 
your email below. I am aware 
that you have been in contact 
with Nikki Ripley as well. As we 
consistently do with regard to 
media inquiries, Ms. Ripley has 
responded to you in her official 
capacity as our Communications 
Media Relations Manager. 

mail from Councilwoman 
Garlid to Don Kirkland dated 
February 1, 2022. 

Councilwoman Garlid did 
not have any additional or other 
correspondence with you 
regarding the December 9 Email. 
Neither of the two responses 
from Councilwoman Garlid 
amounts to a denial of having 
written or authored the 
December 9 Email, or a 
disavowal of having any 
knowledge about it. Moreover, at 
no time did Councilwoman 
Garlid disavow or deny the truth 
and accuracy of the statements in 
the December 9 Email, or that 
the December 9 Email was sent 
to only two individuals earnestly 
raising serious issues to be 
addressed internally. None of the 
communication from 
Councilwoman Garlid to 
Wrangler News supports any of 
the false statements in Category 
1 that Wrangler News published. 
Retraction is warranted. 

False Statements – Category 
2: The Article mischaracterizes 
the internal correspondence as a 
“vicious attack letter,” and an 
“effort at undermining the 
confidence we have in our 
community’s leadership,” and 
then falsely implies and suggests 
that, as a result, the Tempe City 
Attorney is investigating the 
December 9 Email itself and who 
authored it using Councilwoman 
Garlid’s name. 

The Article represents that 
Wrangler News anonymously 
received a hardcopy version of 
an internal email 
correspondence indicating that it 
was sent by Doreen Garlid on 
December 9, 2021 to Tempe’s 
City Manager, Andrew Ching, 
with a copy to Tempe’s Mayor, 

Corey Woods. Nothing in the 
December 9 Email indicates that 
it was intended for consumption 
by the general public. The 
contrary is true. By its own 
language, the December 9 Email 
specifies that 

Councilwoman Garlid is 
asking Mr. Ching and Mr. Woods 
to address the bullying and 
inappropriate behavior she has 
witnessed, including as described 
therein, in order to ensure a safe 
and professional work 
environment. In addition, we 
understand that prior to the 
publication of the Article, Ms. 
Ripley formally communicated to 
you that complaints were 
received by the City of Tempe 
from more than one person, 
verbally and in writing, regarding 
alleged conduct of a 
Councilmember. She informed 
you that these complaints 
triggered a Code of Conduct 
review process and prompted an 
investigation regarding the 
substance of these complaints, 
which investigation is underway 
and has yet to be completed. 

Notably, the Article 
published a version of the 
December 9 Email that redacted 
the name of the Councilmember 
who is alleged to have engaged 
in the behavior described in the 
December 9 Email but did not 
redact Councilwoman Garlid’s 
name in the two places it 
appears. If Wrangler News 
genuinely believed that 
Councilwoman Garlid had 
“disavowed” having any 
involvement with the December 
9 Email and/or had no 
knowledge or awareness of it as 
it reported, then proceeding to 
use her name nonetheless 
combined with the substance 
and tenor of the Article, may 
establish the requisite malice 
regarding recovering for the 
damage that Councilwoman 
Garlid has and will suffer to her 
reputation absent Wrangler 
News’ prompt publication of a 
proper and complete correction 
to the defamatory Article. 

Please ensure that Wrangler 
News timely and fully complies 
with this demand.  

Very truly yours, 
 
LIMÓN-WYNN LAW, PLLC 
Monica A. Limón-Wynn 



COME SEE THE CHANGES FOR YOURSELF!

COME SEE THE CHANGES FOR YOURSELF!

1825 E Elliot Rd Tempe, AZ 85284

PollackTempeCinemas.com
Open Friday-Sunday

newnew 
RECLINING 

CINEMA 
CHAIRS!

NEWLY REDECORATEDNEWLY REDECORATED
Still Still 

OnlyOnly 
$$335050
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Jeff  Lucas 
(480)  598-8800

Erika  Lucas 
(480)  390-4992

Randy  Goff 
(480)  390-4995

Kathy  Byrnes 
(480)  277-5946

Dawn  Norfleet 
(480)  518-3163

Ryan  Barmore 
(480)  458-7354

DeeDee  Hessler 
(480)  262-9875

Kelly  McClain 
(541)  254-0339

 

            

 
 

See  Info  and  Video  at  6313Ivanhoe.com

 
 

See  Info  and  Video  at  176Dawn.com

 
 

See  Info  and  Video  at  5821Orchid.com

 
 We’ve  sold  more  Kyrene  Corridor 

homes  over  the  past  29  years 
than  anyone!   We’ve  done  this  by     

providing  exceptional  service     
and  rock  solid  expertise  earned 
from  years  of  experience  and 

thousands  of  homes  sold.  

"I  highly  recommend  working             
with  Erika  and  her  team.  She  is 

extremely  professional,  organized,   
knowledgeable  and  easy  to  work 

with.   She  sold  my  house  in                   
one  day  above  asking  price!             
Doesn't  get  better  than  that."     

Mary  Orlando
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NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$649
PER UNIT

CROWN
ONE SIMPLE PRICE,
NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Call Today!
480-349-1140

www.azcrowncenter.com
2490 W. Ray Road, Suite 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

HAVE A 
BROKEN 
TOOTH OR 
BEEN TOLD 
YOU NEED 
A CROWN?

Come see the experts for quality 
crowns at exceptional prices.  We’ll 
also replace missing teeth with bridges 
and provide cosmetic crowns to create 
you a confident smile you deserve—all 
affordable, just $649 per unit!

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown,
your insurance will reimburse you $324.50.

WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE 
COMPANIES TO GET YOU 
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT.*

We are open for all of your dental  
emergencies during these trying times!
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Tempe in talks to preserve, 
redevelop iconic Hayden 
Flour Mill site into 
commercial mixeduse 

A plan that could bring specialty 
retail, office, hospitality and 
food‐and‐beverage space as well 

as events and arts to historic Hayden 
Flour Mill is being pursued by Tempe. 

The city announced that it will nego‐
tiate with the development team of 
Phoenix‐based Venue Projects and 
Scottsdale‐based Sunbelt Holdings on 
preservation and redevelopment of the 
5‐acre property on Mill Avenue just 
south of Rio Salado Parkway down‐
town. 

City staff and the development team 
will attempt to create a draft devel‐
opment agreement for turning a 19th‐
century flour mill into a 21st‐century 
mixed‐use commercial development. 
There was no timeline specified for 
bringing an agreement in front of 
Tempe City Council for consideration. 

Hayden Flour Mill and silos are 
owned by the city and are among its 
most iconic landmarks. The buildings 
are on the site of one of the first busi‐
nesses in modern Tempe, the mill dat‐
ing to 1874. 

The site is adjacent to Hayden Butte 
Preserve, a mountain that is culturally 
significant to the Four Southern Tribes. 

A committee that included Tempe 
Historic Preservation Commission, Four 
Southern Tribes — Ak‐Chin Indian 
Community, Gila River Indian Com‐
munity, Salt River Pima‐Maricopa In‐
dian Community and Tohono O’odham 
Nation — Arizona State Historic Preser‐
vation Office and city staff chose the 
proposal by Venue and Sunbelt.  

Sunbelt Holdings has delivered 
some of the city’s most‐significant de‐
velopments, including Marina Heights, 
home to State Farm. Venue Projects is 

experienced in working with historic 
properties. 

“I’m excited to see what Venue Proj‐
ects and Sunbelt Holdings will design 
for the Hayden Flour Mill,” Mayor Corey 
Woods said. “This is such a creative 
team and they have made an incredible 
impact on our community. Development 
that values the history of the Hayden 
Flour Mill, the cultural significance of 
Hayden Butte Preserve and the well‐
being of our residents can truly benefit 
our whole city.” 

Tempe residents and businesses will 
have opportunities to give input. 

“The intersection of Mill Avenue and 
Rio Salado Parkway is a key gateway to 
our downtown,” said Donna Kennedy, 
the city’s economic development direc‐
tor. “A future flour mill development 
could bring high‐quality jobs, great new 
restaurants and businesses, and gener‐
ate revenues that can provide residents 
with everything from beautiful neigh‐
borhood parks to well‐maintained 
roads.” 

The Venue/Sunbelt collaboration 
proposes taking a light‐touch approach, 
with minimal intervention as it inte‐
grates and updates the structures into 
modern‐day use as a commercial 
mixed‐use property. 

“We believe the mill and silos are the 
stars of the 5‐acre campus and any ad‐
ditional development surrounding them 
should be thoughtful, sensitive, care‐
fully composed and subordinate in scale 
to preserve and frame views of these 
iconic structures,” said Lorenzo Perez, 
principal and co‐founder of Venue Proj‐
ects. “We envision crafting a dynamic 
indoor‐outdoor experience the City of 
Tempe and State of Arizona will be 
proud of, that’s adorned with beautiful  
esert architecture.” If a development 
agreement is approved by City Council, 
the project could be completed in 
phases over three to four years. 
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Reelect the person who is so 
good at this unglamorous job 

Very few City Council candidates know 
the frustration and drudgery that lies 
ahead as they try to fix potholes, address 
longstanding neighborhood traffic issues, 
build community or attract development 
that actually benefits Tempe.  

There’s one candidate who will always 
have my vote, because she has the ex
perience and the drive to represent our 
interests in the face of complicated and 
oftentimes overwhelmingly bureaucratic 
issues. That person is Councilmember 
Jennifer Adams. 

If you’ve spent any time talking to people 
in your neighborhoods or canvassing 
doortodoor in city elections, you’d 
mostly be hearing about bulk trash, 
speeding, codecompliance violations, 
public transit or new development.  

To really do the job of a councilperson 
well, you need to know how the nitty, 
gritty, unglamorous work of making this 
city a better place is done. You need to 
not be afraid of constituent feedback, and 
you need to vociferously advocate in the 
Council chambers. Councilmember 
Adams is one of very few on Council who 
represent neighborhood voices and tackle 
the mundane topics residents care about.   

I am endlessly thankful that Council
member Adams is willing to bring her 
decades of service at the city and her 
training as a social worker to tackle every
day issues we face with inclusivity, acces
sibility and perseverance. Whether it’s 
making sure fire hydrants work so our 
homes are safer, advocating for services 
for neighbors experiencing homelessness, 
negotiating a complex countyisland an
nexation, insisting on an easier process 
for neighborhood traffic calming or calling 
on Council and staff to empower Tempe’s 
commissions—this is the real work of run
ning a city.  

And Councilmember Jennifer Adams is 
amazing at her job.  

Hannah Moulton Belec 

Tempe 

The writer is chair of Tempe Neighbor‐
hood Advisory Commission and pres‐
ident of Villa Patrician HOA 

 

My friend, Jennifer Adams 

Tempe is so lucky to have Jennifer Adams 
representing us on our City Council. She’s 
the type of leader that only comes along 
once in a blue moon. She not only talks 
the talk, she walks the walk. With Jennifer 
Adams, what you see is what you get, and 
what we’ve got has been very beneficial 
to the City of Tempe. 

While canvassing back in 2017, Jennifer 
discovered that our city was in serious 
danger  our fire hydrants were in dis
repair. At least three homes in Tempe had 
burned to the ground because there was
n’t any water in their neighborhood hy
drants. Jennifer sounded the alarm, and 
once elected to Council she followed 
through: 100 percent of the fire hydrants 
in Tempe are now in working order, and 
we’ve earned a rating of “Excellent.” This 
rating translates into about $100 a year in 
savings to Tempe residents on their 
homeowners insurance. Thanks Jennifer! 

Since being sworn in in 2018, Jennifer has 
saved the city over $20 million dollars, se
cured $55 million in funding to improve 
our roads, forged strong relationships 
with community activists and annexed 19 
acres of county land for Tempe  some
thing other officials said she would never 
get done.  

Jennifer is a problem solving, very hard
working woman of integrity and grit. 

I am proud to be a supporter of Jennifer 
Adams for reelection to Tempe City 
Council. I am proud to call Jennifer Adams 
my friend. 

Angie Taylor

The Collective PAC endorses 
Berdetta Hodge for Council 

The Collective PAC is thrilled to endorse 
Berdetta Hodge for Tempe City Council.  

Ms. Hodge is a champion for education, 
job opportunities and economic devel
opment. She plans to be an innovative 
leader and use working relationships with 
the mayors of Tempe, Phoenix, Mesa and 
other local and statewide officials to ac
tively represent and advocate for the 
communities’ needs.  

We are proud to have also endorsed Ms. 
Hodge’s son, Jevin, as a candidate for 
Congress in Arizona’s 6th congressional 
district.  

We are sure this political motherson duo 
is dedicated to creating an inclusive and 
equitable lifestyle for all the communities 
in Arizona. 

Quentin James and Stefanie Brown 
James 

Washington, D.C. 

The writers are co‐founders of The 
Collective PAC, a political‐action com‐
mittee dedicated to increasing Black 
political engagement, representation 
and power across all levels of govern‐
ment. 

Skelton unique combination 
of business owner, parent 

Editor: 

During the past 18 or so years, I have paid 
close attention to our Tempe City Council 
races and I can tell you that we have 
made really good choices, and we have 

made some really poor choices. 

I don’t believe that we need “more of the 
same” and I certainly don’t believe that 
we need a full slate of formerly elected 
officials. 

John Skelton brings a new voice: He 
brings the voice of a parent, a business 
owner and a community advocate. He’s 
not a bureaucrat, he’s a neighbor and a 
leader. 

I have personally had the opportunity to 
serve our community alongside John in 
several ways. We have volunteered to
gether on food drives. We have worked 
with some of our local youthsports 
groups. We are members of the Tempe 
Chamber of Commerce. We serve as 
members of the Board of Directors at the 
Tempe Community Action Agency, where 
we advocate for some of the mostneedy 
people in our community. 

As a former professional athlete, John 
knows about hard work and dedication. 
As a business owner, John knows that our 
smallbusiness community is very impor
tant for a thriving city. As a parent with a 
young son in our school system, he knows 
that we have to work together to make 
sure our city is a great place for all of us 
to live, work and play. 

John has become a friend and a trusted 
advisor. His love for his son, his passion 
for helping people and his desire to give 
back to our community are some of the 
many reasons why I believe that he’ll be a 
great addition to our City Council. 

Nick Bastian 

Tempe  

 

Letters to the Editor 



Picture yourself being prepared for financial emergencies before they actually happen!  

Whether you are a small business owner or a family, my goal is to create a personalized financial strategy that is right for you! 

Call today to schedule an initial consultation. 
480.377.2018

“Building wealth, one generation at a time”

Investing involves risk and you may incur a profit or loss regardless of strategy selected. 

© 2021 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. Raymond James is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 21-BR3EB-0061 TA 7/21

PROUD SOUTH TEMPE RESIDENT 

TODD RANDALL HANSEN, J.D., CRPC®, ADPA®, AAMS®

Senior Vice President, Investments

Private Global Wealth Strategies Group of Raymond James

222 S. Mill Ave., Suite 401  //  Tempe, AZ 85281

480.377.2000
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Commentary 
Tempe’s budget must reflect your priorities – engage and tell us what you want to see 

By Randy Keating 

In our everyday lives, I think exactly none of us 
would rank our personal budgeting process at the 
top of any list of fun things to do.  
Somehow, for most of us, there’s never quite 

enough money to do all that we’d like. Yet we push 
through and plan our financial lives as needed, and if 
we’re lucky, there is enough to meet our needs.  

The same is true for your City Council with the an‐
nual city budgeting process. It is detailed, compli‐
cated, careful work.  

But ensuring fiscal responsibility with your dollars 
is among the most important things we do as public 
servants. And it’s a collective effort – we need your 
input to make certain we are reflecting your priorities.  

We are planning now for the 2022‐23 fiscal year, 
which begins July 1.  

Your Council has started the series of public meet‐
ings at which we put together plans for the operating 
and capital budgets. The whole list of public meeting 
dates is at tempe.gov/BudgetPlan.  

Through March 7, community members can com‐
plete an activity at tempe.gov/forum that will illus‐
trate for us what you find most valuable. It is an 
illuminating exercise to allocate a theoretical $100 to 
a selection of expenditure areas. If you have more de‐
tailed budget input, you can always email the full 
Council at CouncilCommunicator@tempe.gov.  

After a couple years of uncer‐
tainty due to the COVID‐19 pan‐
demic, Tempe has truly 
weathered the viral storm.  

We are in a good position to 
be able to take care of the assets 
we have, continue providing 
services and even responsibly ex‐
pand a bit to invest in new items.  

We all want our community 
to stay amazing and evolve into 

the future; our budget is how we can plan to do that. 
As you may know, the operating budget takes care 

of everything from staff to supplies. The capital 

budget covers major physical undertakings, like pave‐
ment improvements and infrastructure.  

(As Mayor Woods expressed in his Wrangler News 
column in the Jan. 22 issue, the whole Council sup‐
ports and has invested in roadway improvements.)  

To help illuminate the budget even more, our staff 
has produced a short video to explain the basics. 
Check it out at tempe.gov/budget.  

Please do engage with us on the budget by filling 
out that priorities activity, by attending public meet‐
ings or both.  

We cannot do this in a vacuum and we highly value 
your input.  

To reach me anytime about any topic, please email 
me at randy_keating@tempe.gov or by calling 480‐
350‐8798.  

You can also follow me on Facebook or Twitter 
(@RandyKeating).  

 
Randy Keating is vice mayor of Tempe.

Randy Keating



KASurcouf.com

Kathy Surcouf

480.650.5018
kathysurcouf@gmail.com

Real Estate Consultant, ABR, CRS, GRI
Certifi ed Luxury Home Marketing Specialist

5 T East Valley
An Independent Member Broker

Is this the right time to buy or sell real estate?

Kathy and André have been your local real estate 

professionals for over 20 years. We have hundreds of 

satisfi ed clients and it has been our pleasure to have 

helped each and every one. If you need assistance 

with your real estate needs contact us. 

You will be happy you made that choice.

1325 W. Elliot Rd., Suite 106
In the Costco Plaza Center, South side of Elliot between Priest & Hardy 

voodoodaddy.com

Jazz
&Blues

Go to Our Website
For Music Schedule!

480-659-6145  

 voodoodaddy.com/events voodoodaddy.com/events

Check out our NEW Menu 
on Facebook or website:

voodoodaddy.comvoodoodaddy.com @VooDooDaddysKitchen

MARDI GRAS

Mardi Gras Specials
$4 Abita Purple Haze

$4 Coors Light Drafts & Bud Light Bottles
$6 Hurricanes
NO Gator Nest

 
Mardi Gras Calendar

2/25 Cheryl Thurston Jazz Band  6-9pm
2/26 Rachelle Romeo Sax Band 6-9pm

3/1 Fat Tuesday Ray Ray Hinkle Mardi Gas Band



Interested in serving on a 
Board or Commission?
Resident input and participation is a valuable asset to any government organization, 
and assists the Chandler City Council with their goals and decision-making, thereby 

Commission, complete the online application at  
chandleraz.gov/boards
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TUHSD, Kyrene lift mask 
mandates; Tempe El retains 
requirement, situation ‘fluid’ 

 

It’s been nasty and divisive, pitting neighbor vs. 
neighbor, school board member vs. school 
member. 
A torn community can now chill.  
The Tempe Union High School and Kyrene school 

districts have lifted their face‐mask mandates, which 
were enacted to mitigate the spread of COVID‐19. 

TUHSD on Feb. 22 joined Kyrene, where its revised 
mask policy became effective a week earlier. 

The Tempe Elementary School District still re‐
quires face coverings for those indoors on its cam‐
puses, but said in a statement that “this is a fluid 
situation and we will continue to monitor the health 
and safety of our students and staff.” 

While masks now are optional in TUHSD and Ky‐
rene classrooms, face coverings remain mandatory on 
all school buses and district transportation, which fall 
under a federal mask order covering public transpor‐

tation. 
In a letter to parents and staff announcing the re‐

vised policy, TUHSD Superintendent Kevin J. Mendivil 
“strongly”encouraged students and staff to continue to 
follow recommended guidelines from the Centers for 
Disease Control to mitigate the spread of COVID‐19, 
including: 
       • Taking advantage of vaccine opportunities for 
those eligible.  

• Practicing physical distancing to the extent pos‐
sible. 

• Self‐monitoring for signs of illness and staying 
home if not feeling well. 

• Practicing proper hygiene and being mindful of 
personal space. 

“Our community has come together to keep one 
another safe and healthy,” Mendivil said. “We have also 
carefully followed the safety measures in our Health 
Mitigation Plan. As a result of our metrics being in a 
favorable position and in consultation with our 
TUHSD Governing Board . . . face masks will be op‐
tional indoors on all TUHSD campuses. Some of our 
families will choose to wear masks indoors and some 
of our families will not.  

At this time, both scenarios are appropriate and 
both scenarios need to be honored.” 

Kyrene Superintendent Laura Toenjes said in a 
letter to district constituents that recission of the 
mask mandate comes after the Kyrene Emergency 
Management Team studied data and trends over the 
six weeks since winter break that included case 
counts and case rates on the Kyrene Dashboard and 
the Maricopa County Schools Dashboard, staff ab‐
sences and substitute‐teacher rates, and student ab‐
sence rates. 

“We have observed improving trends in each of the 
above areas for three straight weeks,” Toenjes said.  

“Based on these trends, face coverings will be op‐
tional in all Kyrene schools and facilities. . . .Face cov‐
erings will also be optional in our Kyrene preschools. . 
. . Kyrene families and staff are expected to follow the 
CDC’s guidelines regarding wearing face coverings, 
following illness or exposure.” 

All three districts in the area started this school 
year with mask mandates in place.  

 
 



COMMUNITY

Black History Month: For West Alley BBQ 
owner Brantley, mentoring is a continuum
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 By Lee Shappell 
Wrangler News Executive Editor 
 

Christian Brantley recalls how he 
benefitted from mentorship as he 
was learning the restaurant 

business, and life. 
Among his heroes as a young Black 

kid in the South was his father, Bardo. 
“If it wasn’t for him, I don’t think I’d 

be here right now,” Christian Brantley 
said. 

“Here right now” is owner of West 
Alley BBQ and Smokehouse, a block 
west of the downtown square in Chan‐
dler on Boston Street, popular among 
West Chandler diners and those 
throughout the area.  

He owns a similar restaurant in Jack‐
son, Tenn., and by the end of this year, 
he’ll have a third in Cooley Station in 
Gilbert. 

His success as a businessman and 
entrepreneur is the perfect platform 
from which to mentor young people, 
just as his father once did for him.  

“I feel like everything kind of comes 
full circle,” Brantley said. 

Whether it’s his work with Chan‐
dler’s ICAN helping youngsters and 
being a role model, feeding area high 
school football teams or inviting high 
school bands into the restaurant to give 
them a chance to be seen and heard, 
Brantley does it. 

ICAN is a free, afterschool program 
that serves East Valley vulnerable youth 
with a goal of breaking the cycle of pov‐
erty and creating a pathway to success 
through programs that strengthen aca‐
demic performance and teaching criti‐

cal life skills that encourage self‐con‐
fidence, including goal setting, positive 
decision‐making and how to avoid risky 
behaviors prevalent in the community 
ICAN serves. 

Afterschool programs like ICAN 
often are difficult to access for children 
of color.  

Brantley’s work with ICAN was 
among the reasons why, in January, he 
received the Chandler Martin Luther 
King Jr. Keeping the Dream Alive Award. 
The MLK award honors leaders in Chan‐
dler who inspire others with their vi‐
sion, passion, dedication and 
leadership. 

During February, Black History 
Month, Brantley, 31, is the perfect em‐
bodiment of the celebration of the 
achievement by Black Americans.  

He’s honored, of course, but Brant‐
ley said he is more interested in giving 
back to the community than winning 
awards. That’s a continuum from his 
dad. 

“He was my hero,” Brantley said. 
“The biggest thing he taught me was 
hard work at a very early age. I think I 
was 14 when I was pouring concrete. I 
always kept my schedule as busy as 
possible. I don’t know where I’d be if I 
hadn’t had that in my life at 14, 15, 16.” 

Brantley had friends who did not 
have that back in Tennessee, and he 
sees young people today through his 
outreach who don’t have it, either. 
That’s where he attempts to step in. 

“I come from a background where 
my family wasn’t very wealthy,” Brant‐
ley said. “Kids see me and they’re able 
to understand that it didn’t happen 
overnight. They’re able to relate to me. 

You can feel that. Getting here was a lot 
of hard work and try to get them to un‐
derstand that everything is a step.” 

In early February, he spoke to about 
300 kids at ICAN.  

“I gave them samples of brisket. 
They call me ‘Chef,’” he said. “In April, 
I’m bringing in an ICAN team do a 
whole seminar down here at the restau‐
rant about how I run the business, give 
them information about that, sales re‐
ports and then show fun stuff, too, 
which is the BBQ pit in the back. I want 
them also to understand that salary is 
not the most important thing, it’s the 
knowledge behind it.  

“You’ve got to decide what kind of 
person you’re going to be. It’s about 
what you do. It’s not who you are, it’s 
what you can do to create something 
out of nothing. That’s what West Alley 
is. It’s definitely a spot where we 
created something that there wasn’t 
much there when we started. It was a 
humble beginning.” 

Now, he’s not just a business owner, 
he is a successful business owner. West 
Alley has been featured on two Cooking 
Channel shows. 

He attributes a large part of his suc‐
cess initially to a nurturing climate in 
Tennessee and later in Chandler, which 
fosters success for Black business 
owners. 

“To think there’s not tension and ra‐
cial tendencies that go on in the South, 
you know it’s there,” he said “You see it 
every day. But for me to say it was a 
constant struggle of racism for me, I 
can’t say that. It happened to me before, 
but I never let that deter what I am or 
what I can do to create and get the 
knowledge. Most of my mentors were 
White Americans, able teach me lot of 
good things. In this country right now, 
we’re going through trials and errors 
trying to get it right. I think we’re fight‐
ing every day for equality and making 
sure everybody’s on the same page.  

“And since I came out here, Chandler 
has been amazing. They have been a 
huge advocate of multi‐cultural pro‐
grams, like minority festivals down‐
town. Chandler has supported me. The 
people that live in the city and sur‐
rounding areas have supported me. I 
wouldn’t be able to survive without the 
help of the city and the community.” 

Christian Brantley, 31, owner of West Alley BBQ and Smokehouse in downtown Chandler, now 
mentors youth through ICAN in much the same way that his father once mentored him.  
–Photo by Pablo Robles for Wrangler News 



CALL US TODAY!!
 
Don’t trade your safety for Omaha Steaks or 
2 free dinners - trust your family to a LOCAL 
company who cares about you and your vehicle!!  
 
We have been chosen as a preferred provider for 
each and every insurance company in Arizona!
 
Burton Glass has replaced over 40,000 
windshields right here in our local neighborhood 
over the last 2 DECADES!!

FULL-SERVICE AUTO GLASS 
AND WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT REPAIR

Burton Auto Glass • (480) 969-GLASS (4527) • BurtonAutoGlass.com

Burton Auto Glass is a 
family owned business
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‘Sandwich Brigade’ vols feed Tempe’s hungriest
By Meghann Sepulveda 
Special for Wrangler News 

Maureen Harrison has lived in The Tempe 
Lakes for 45 years. As a family nurse 
practitioner, who served in the 

community‐health sector her entire career, Harrison 
saw the need to provide food to the homeless 
firsthand.  Now retired, her desire to help those in 
underserved populations hasn’t fallen to the wayside. 

At the start of the COVID‐19 pandemic two years 
ago, a group of kind‐hearted womenfrom The Lakes 
community in Tempe, including Harrison, began pro‐
viding food to the homeless.  

The women, inspired to give back to those who 
need it most, gathered weekly at their homes to make 
peanut‐butter‐and‐jelly sandwiches and distribute 
them at shelters and food banks.  

It didn’t take long for word to spread and more 
women wanted to get involved, too. Today, more than 
40 women from The Lakes neighborhood make 150 
nutritious sack lunches – which have expanded to in‐
clude fruit, snacks and even homemade chocolate‐
chip cookies – to those experiencing homelessness in 
Tempe.  

Connecting to the community 

Harrison is part of The Lakes Women’s Club, a 
group of philanthropic ladies who volunteer their time 
and resources to worthy organizations. The neighbor‐
hood sandwich brigade is among their most impactful 
community projects to date. 

“We have a very active women’s club,” she said. 
“This has been wonderful for our community.” 

The women, who rely solely on personal funds, 
purchase all the necessary items for the sack lunches 
and spend several hours every week assembling them. 
On Tuesdays, the lunches are handed off to the 
Tempe’s HOPE homeless‐outreach team.  

From there, the food is distributed to individuals 
and families on the street or at the city’s non‐congre‐
gate shelter. 

“There is a such a big need,” Harrison said. 
“Throughout this process, I learned that people are 
really nice and want to help.” 

 
More than just lunch 

While the sack lunches feed those who are hungry, 
they also help Tempe’s HOPE outreach specialists ap‐
proach those who may be homeless. 

“These lunches really help us initiate conver‐
sations and engage with individuals who might be at 
risk or living on the street,” said Jessica Wright, Tempe 
homeless solutions manager.  

Data shows that approximately 400 people are 
homeless in Tempe. Mayor Corey Woods and City 
Council implemented a comprehensive human‐ser‐
vices‐focused strategy to improve the quality of life for 
those in need. 

Last month, the city’s HOPE homeless outreach 
team used additional funding support to expand, now 
with 11 certified behavioral‐health technicians as‐
signed to geographical regions of Tempe seven days a 
week. 

Wright said those initial interactions are crucial to 
opening lines of communication to determine if a per‐
son needs help.  

“Once an individual can accept shelter, there are 
plenty of resources available to help them gain access 
to food stamps, find a job and eventually move out on 
their own,” Wright said. 

More information about Tempe’s effort to elimi‐
nate homelessness or support homeless solutions: Jes‐
sica Wright at JessicaWright@tempe.gov. 
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EFFECTIVE AND ACCESSIBLE 
Delivering Results to Make Tempe a Better City for Us All 
· Jennifer worked with her Council colleagues to secure $55 million for pavement  

improvements that will happen over the next five years 

·  As CoChair of the Sustainable and Livable Committee, Jennifer is making 

sure that Tempe is doing its part to fight climate change 

·  As a former Care 7 team member, Jennifer is working to get people experiencing 

homelessness off our streets and into services that can help them 

·  Jennifer knows that neighborhoods are the life of our community and supports them, 

whether that is getting a pavement crack fixed, fire hydrants updated, or more. 

AdamsForTempe.com • Paid for by Adams for Tempe • Authorized by Jennifer Adams
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Jennifer Adams 

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
     

     The only Tempe City Council incumbent 
on the ballot, I am motivated by big‐picture 
thinking that’s driven by constant input 
from Tempe residents. My approach is in‐
formed by my background as a licensed clin‐
ical social worker, manager, life coach and 
certified mediator, and I’m driven to con‐

stantly work with and for 
others in the Tempe com‐
munity. No issue is too 
small ‐ whether it’s filling 
in a pothole on your road 
or ensuring the fire hy‐
drant on your street works. 
I’m a champion for our 
local businesses and for 

creating new opportunities for entrepre‐
neurship and growth in Tempe ‐ most re‐
cently with my leadership in annexing part 
of the county island in north Tempe. I’ve 
packed a lot into my first four years on 
Council, but I’m only just getting started. 

I am a 29‐year veteran of the City of 
Tempe staff, having retired in August 2017. 
Many roles and responsibilities were mine 
during my tenure with the city, including po‐
sitions in social services, public works, most 
recently as facility maintenance manager in 
Internal Services, and now a City Council 
member. Lots of mayors and Councils have 
come and gone during my tenure at the city, 
but one thing never changes: my love for 
Tempe and my dedication to making it a 
great place to live. 

 
CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHY 

Jennifer Adams was elected to Tempe 
City Council in March 2018. The daughter of 
a former mayor in her native Nebraska, Jen‐
nifer has had a lifelong commitment to pub‐
lic service.  

Jennifer has served Tempe as an em‐

ployee for 29 years. Her career began in 
Community Services as a marriage and 
family counselor. After 14 years, she moved 
to Public Works, where she managed fi‐
nances, employees and played a key role in 
conflict resolution as deputy public works 
director. In 2010, she became the facilities 
maintenance manager, where she managed 
a $7.5 million operating budget and oversaw 
a multi‐million dollar capital‐improvement 
program. 

She is a graduate of Arizona State Uni‐
versity and a licensed clinical social worker. 
Jennifer has a master’s degree in social 
work. She is certified as a sustainability pro‐
fessional, arbitration mediator and life 
coach.  

In 2013, Jennifer was elected president 
of the American Public Works Association 
Board of Directors, Arizona Chapter. She 
founded the national APWA Young Profes‐
sionals Program, chaired the national and 
Arizona APWA Diversity Committees and 
was a member of the National APWA Center 
for Sustainability. 

Jennifer is a member of Tempe Kiwanis 
Club, Assistance League of East Valley and 
Envision Sustainability. She has been neigh‐
borhood HOA Committee Chair and Neigh‐
borhood Watch captain. She has volunteered 
at Habitat for Humanity, Tempe’s Litter and 
Graffiti Cleanup, planting trees in Tempe 
parks and assisting with 4‐H activities. She 
loves horses, has rescued three cats and 
most recently rescued a puppy. 

 
Arlene Chin  
CANDIDATE STATEMENT 

 
Former City Councilmember Arlene Chin 

is a 47‐year resident of Tempe who wants to 
bring inclusive, responsive leadership to the 
council to support neighborhoods, small 
businesses and Tempe families. Besides her 
term on council, Arlene has served in nu‐
merous community leadership roles, includ‐
ing the Downtown Tempe Authority Board 
of Directors, the Tempe Public Safety Task 
Force, President of the Tempe Community 
Council Board of Directors, Chair of the 
Tempe Human Relations Commission, Grad‐
uate of Tempe Leadership Class XXII, the 
Tempe Leadership Board of Directors, 

Tempe Sister Cities Co‐Country Director of 
Zhenjiang, China, the Tempe Women’s Club, 
the Tempe Neighborhood Advisory Commis‐
sion and the Maricopa Association of Gov‐
ernments Human Services Committee. 

Arlene wants to make life better for all 
Tempe residents by focusing on the follow‐
ing: 

Core services: 
• Easing traffic congestion and investing 

in infrastructure. 
• Creating safer, better systems for mo‐

torists, pedestrians, and cyclists. 
• Ensuring timely and reliable deliver‐

ability of essential services like water, trash, 
and public safety. 

Character and culture: 
• Supporting our neighborhoods and 

giving them a voice. 
• Investing in the arts 

to enhance our economic 
development and quality of 
life. 

• Caring for Vulnerable 
Populations  

• Developing more af‐
fordable housing and ad‐
dressing homelessness. 

• Strengthening our relationships with 
community groups and nonprofits to maxi‐
mize impact and efficiency. 

Climate change: 
• Follow the Climate Action Plan to fight 

the devastating impacts of climate change. 
• Develop new and innovative solutions 

to address the root causes of climate change. 
 

CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHY 

Arlene is a proud graduate of Tempe’s 
Kyrene schools and Corona del Sol High 
School. She holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Arizona State University and a master’s de‐
gree from Northern Arizona University. She 
currently works as the Director of Scholar‐
ship Advancement for the ASU Foundation. 
Learn more about Arlene at arlenefort‐
empe.com. 
 

Casey Clowes 

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
 
I am an attorney, a high‐stakes negotia‐

tor, and a community organizer. I grew up in 
Tempe and graduated from Corona del Sol 
High School.  

I am running for Tempe City Council be‐
cause all Tempeans deserve to live in 
healthy, sustainable communities. 

I am running because 
the housing affordability 
crisis is real and is 
deeply connected to 
homelessness, the cli‐
mate crisis is already 
here and requires local 
commitment and action, 
and, as we recover, the 
impacts of the pandemic 

on our local community cannot be ignored. 
To address our challenges, we need all 

hands on deck: business, local government, 
and the community—and I’ve worked with 
all three. 

In my professional work I negotiate 
multi‐year, multi‐million‐dollar contracts on 
behalf of my clients and I want to use my 
skills to make sure Tempeans get what they 
need at City Hall. 

I love our city. I know that together, with 
your vote, we will build a future for Tempe 
that we’re proud of. 
CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHY 

This candidate did not provide this in‐
formation. 

 
Berdetta Hodge 

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 

This candidate did not provide this in‐
formation. 
CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHY 

This candidate did not provide this in‐
formation. 

 
Gina Kash 

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
 
Since qualifying for the ballot, many con‐

stituents have contacted me regarding mul‐
tiple issues here in Tempe. Interestingly 
enough, the common thread in all of these 
communications is that the constituent con‐
cerns are secondary to development, big 
business, certain interested parties and the 

Wrangler News asked the seven 
Tempe City Council candidates to tell 
you why they are running as well as a 
little about themselves. Below are the 
statements of those who responded. 

Meet Tempe City Council hopefuls



PAGE 17   •    FEB. 26 - MAR. 11, 2022

Council’s own agenda.  
My priorities are: 
• Workforce affordable housing: Utiliz‐

ing Hometown for All initiative, Affordable 
Housing Tax Credit appropriated by the 
Legislature. 

• Removing barriers for small busi‐
nesses: Cut the red tape and provide grants.  

• Your safety: Focus on reducing the 
crime rate by funding the Police Department 

and ensuring they have the 
staff necessary to protect 
our citizens. 

• Protecting the charm 
and character of neighbor‐
hoods: Provide solutions 
for problem rentals and get 
more input from residents 

regarding the impact of prospective devel‐
opment. 

• Current issues that constituents have 
voiced and would appreciate the Council 
taking action on are: 

• Listen to and spend some money on 
the current residents of Tempe, rather than 
prospective residents and development. 

•  Fix all of the light fixtures on the In‐
dian Bend Wash Pathway: They have been 
busted out and all of the wires have been 
stolen and stripped. Multiple constituents 
have stated they have reported homeless 
males “flashing” passersby to the police, but 
claim nothing is being done. 

• Maple Ash Neighborhood experiment 
is highly controversial: The residents are 
very angry about the traffic barriers, secu‐
rity cameras and the fact that they cannot 
get to their driveways. Cut the experiment 
time in half. 

• Coyotes’ stadium being partially 
funded by taxpayers and housed in Tempe is 
very unpopular. 

• Stop overdevelopment. 
• Lower the crime rate. 
•Enforce the laws on the books. 
I am your candidate that has accepted 

zero campaign dollars from developers and 
big business: I am not on the payroll of any 
interested parties.   
CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHY 

Gina Kash worked as a public servant for 
21 years at the Arizona House of Represen‐
tatives in many roles, including admin‐
istrative, policy, rules and research. Her last 
position was senior policy advisor and di‐
rector of operations. Prior to that she was 
deputy director of research. She is an ac‐
complished policy expert who is well versed 
in multiple policy areas (water, environ‐
ment, natural resources, agriculture, trans‐
portation, criminal code) and the state 
budgetary/appropriations process. Gina 
was the lead legislative policy advisor on 
water during multi‐state, tribal and federal 
negotiations on the Drought Contingency 
Plan. Crafting the DCP took several years 
and involved hundreds of stakeholder meet‐
ings in Maricopa County and many other 
counties throughout the state. The DCP is 
the most important piece of forward‐think‐
ing water management policy in the western 
U.S.  

Gina brings a unique skill set with 
proven policy expertise and a rock‐solid un‐
derstanding of the different levels of govern‐
ment, their functions and the law. Most 
importantly, she understands the impact 
policy decisions have on individuals and 
businesses. Experience matters. Reasonable, 
common‐sense policy solutions that work 
require inclusive community participation 
and a proper public vetting. She will advo‐
cate to propel Tempe forward by keeping 
our city well diversified and eclectic by sup‐
porting small businesses, art and cultural 
events, neighborhood events, bike clubs, 
nonprofits, clean/safe parks and smart 
transportation options. 

Visit her webpage: ginakash.com. 
 

Harper Lines 
CANDIDATE STATEMENT 

 
I’m running for Tempe City Council be‐

cause I love the city I was raised in. I know I 
can leverage my Communications and Proj‐
ect‐Management background to make a dif‐
ference in my community, and I’ve done the 
work to prepare myself for this role. I’ve 
personally knocked on thousands of doors 
and have spoken with residents about the is‐
sues in their neighborhoods. I’ve read the 
City of Tempe General City Plan and the Cli‐
mate Action Plan. I’ve met with Fire and Po‐
lice servicemembers and community 

stakeholders to under‐
stand the issues facing our 
city today and tomorrow.  

I believe in building 
community relationships, 
not fostering partisan divi‐
sion. I know that affordable 
housing, homelessness, in‐
telligent development, 
transportation and climate 
action are all intrinsically 

connected issues, which need to be ad‐
dressed by a rational and forward‐thinking 
Tempe City Council, and I know I’m pre‐
pared to serve my city for all Tempe res‐
idents. 

I’m not a former professional athlete 
from out of town. I’m not a young lawyer 
trying to start a political career. I’m not an 
incumbent who has to defend their record. 
I’m a community partner, advocate and 
leader, and that’s who I’ve always been. I 
want to serve my community and make a 
positive difference. I understand the issues 
because I’ve done the work, and I’m ready to 
work for you. 
 
CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHY 

Harper Lines was raised in south Tempe 
and graduated from Corona del Sol High 
School.  

As a CDS student, he was awarded a full 
scholarship from any in‐state university for 
his state performance on the Academic De‐
cathlon team. Though he chose to pursue his 
musical career instead, Harper worked his 
way through college and graduated with a 
bachelors in communication with a concen‐
tration in marketing, and a certificate in cor‐
porate social responsibility. Harper is a 

creative and professional Tempe advocate 
who has spent most of his career in market‐
ing, project management, communications, 
and corporate social responsibility. 

Harper is a member of the Tempe Arts 
and Culture Commission and a Type 1 Dia‐
betic of 28 years, who has volunteered as a 
counselor and serves on the planning com‐
mittee for the Arizona Diabetes Association 
Camp AZDA. Harper has also served as a 
mentor for Jobs for Arizona’s Graduates 
Leadership Academy, and has won the Phoe‑
nix New Times Best Band of 2020 award as a 
local musician in his group, Harper and the 
Moths. 

As a member of the Tempe City Council, 
Harper will serve Tempe’s neighbors with a 
focus on data‐driven solutions for com‐
munity issues. Harper will fight to reduce 
crime, invest in human services, and pro‐
mote initiatives which enhance quality of 
life and livability for all residents.  

 
John Skelton 

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 

 
I’m a small‐business owner, a father of a 

young son growing up in Tempe and an in‐
dependent voice for all of Tempe. I hope to 
earn the honor of your vote on or before 
March 8. 

 
 

CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHY 

John Skelton moved to 
Arizona in 2010 when he 
was drafted by the Arizona 
Cardinals in the fifth round 
of that year’s NFL Draft as a 
quarterback. After his NFL 
career, John set up roots 
and purchased his current 
home in Tempe, knowing 

that this would be his long‐term home 
where he would raise his son, Jonah (8).  

While he was with the Cardinals, John 
had many opportunities to engage with the 
Tempe community and dove right back in. 
He’s since set up an in‐home, senior‐care 
small business, is a Tempe Community Ac‐
tion Agency Board member, a volunteer 
football coach at Corona del Sol and a Little 
League coach for his son’s team. John will 
work to bring people together to get things 
done for Tempe. 
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Champion spellers claim title 
in 2022 Kyrene Spelling Bee 

Twenty‐six Kyrene spellers com‐
peted in the district bee after winning 
their individual school titles. 

Penelope Williams, an eighth grader 
at Pueblo Middle School, was runner up. 

Collins and Williams competed in 
the Maricopa County Regional Bee along 
with Kyrene representatives Ben Lyon, 
an Aprende eighth‐grader; Remington 
Catana, Kyrene Traditional Academy 
sixth‐grader; and Lilee Ramirez Cielo 
Elementary fifth‐grader. 

Altadeña Middle School eighth‐
grader Darius Collins after 14 compet‐
itive rounds correctly spelled “flinders” 
and then the championship word 
“cache” to clinch the Kyrene School Dis‐
trict Spelling Bee title.  

Top spellers from across the district 
competed in person for the first time in 
two years due to the COVID‐19 pan‐
demic.  

Feel Better Today! 
Experience the healing power of acupuncture

6101 S Rural Rd Suite 112Tempe, AZ 85284

info@yinrising.com 

(480) 206-6199

Anna Lunaria, 
Ms.Ac. L.Ac. 
CMT CYT CHT

30 years of experience, Specializing in relief from chronic pain 
with Orthopedic, Neurological and Sports Medicine Acupuncture.

$10.00
Off First Visit 

with this ad

“EXCELLENT CARE. EXCELLENT RECOVERY. 
I have had no need for chiropractic service. 
I’ve had no surgeries. I’ve had no pain meds 
in 5 years. I have healing and recovery beyond 
my expectations. I’ve required no PT or other 
methods of injections or nerve burning practices 
since joining Yin Rising.  

amazing.”
 - Google Review
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32nd annual Ostrich Festival moves to 2 
weekends with heavyweight music lineup

DIVERSIONS    
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Two legendary rock’n’roll 
supergroups have been added to 
the entertainment lineup as the 

legendary Chandler Chamber Ostrich 
Festival moves to two weekends for the 
first time in its three‐decade history. 

The Temptations and The Four Tops 
will headline the festival on Sunday, 
March 20.  

They join previously announced 
three‐time Grammy‐winning R&B star 
Nelly, who performs on March 19; 
Grammy‐nominated country star 
Walker Hayes, on March 12; and 
Grammy‐winning sibling trio The Band 
Perry, co‐headlining with American 
singer‐songwriter Uncle Kracker on 
March 11. 

The festival runs March 11‐13 and 
March 17‐20 at Tumbleweed Park, 745 
E. Germann Road, at McQueen Road. 
Tickets are available at 
OstrichFestival.com. 

The Ostrich Festival, sponsored by 
the Chandler Chamber of Commerce, 
began in 1988 based on the city’s color‐
ful early history of ostrich ranching. It 
has grown into one of the premier festi‐
vals in the Southwest, featuring na‐
tional, regional and local entertainment, 
a 50‐ride carnival midway, a wide range 
of food and curated art vendors. It is 
family friendly. 

“With two full weekends of the Os‐
trich Festival, we promise to provide a 
diverse group of headliners everyone 
will enjoy,” said Chamber president and 
CEO Terri Kimble. 

The Temptations, winners of four 
Grammys, have produced 53 Billboard 
Hot 100 Hit singles, including four that 

became No. 1 in pop: “My Girl,” “I Can’t 
Get Next To You,” “Just My Imagination” 
and “Papa Was a Rollin’ Stone.” Ad‐
ditionally, they released 43 Top 10 R&B 
hit singles, 14 of which were No. 1 R&B 
hits, including “Ain’t Too Proud to Beg,” 
“Beauty Is Only Skin Deep,” “I Wish It 
Would Rain.” The group also has 16 No. 
1 R&B albums. 

In 1989, The Temptations were in‐
ducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame. They were named the No. 1 
R&B/Hip Hop Artists of All Time and 
among the 125 Greatest of All Time Art‐
ists by Billboard magazine, as well as 
among the 100 Greatest Artists of All 
Time by Rolling Stone Magazine.  

The group currently is the subject of 
the Broadway musical, Ain’t Too Proud: 
The Life and Times of the Temptations, 
which opened in 2019. The Tempta‐
tions celebrate their 61st anniversary 
this year. 

The Four Tops’ first Motown hit, 
“Baby I Need Your Loving” in 1964, 
made them instant stars. Their soulful 
and bittersweet songs were across‐the‐
board successes. 

The Four Tops’ “I Can’t Help Myself 
(Sugar Pie, Honey Bunch),” a No. 1 R&B 
and pop smash in 1965, is among Mo‐
town’s longest‐running chart toppers. It 
was quickly followed by a longtime fa‐
vorite, “It’s The Same Old Song.” Their 
commercial peak was highlighted by a 
romantic trilogy: the “Reach Out I’ll Be 
There,” “Standing In The Shadows Of 
Love” and “Bernadette.” In 1990, with 
24 Top 40 pop hits, the Four Tops were 
inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame. 

The Four Tops and The Temptations will perform March 20 at the Ostrich Festival 
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Film Fare 
4 paws up for Channing 
Tatum and a Belgian  
Malinois in ‘Dog’

By MV Moorhead 
Wrangler News Film Critic 

 
Although the title charac‐

ter of Dog has a name, Lulu, 
for most of this movie’s length 
star Channing Tatum just 
refers to her by the titular 
monosyllable in a tale with an 
Arizona twist.  

She’s a Belgian Malinois 
and a traumatized U.S. Army 
combat veteran. Briggs 
(Tatum) a similarly damaged 
former Army Ranger, agrees to 
drive the dog from the northwest to Nogales, to be 
present at the funeral of her former partner. After 
that, she’s slated to be put down. 

As you can guess, the trip does not go smoothly. 
Briggs and the muzzled, restrained, snarling Lulu 
stumble into episodic wacky adventures down the 
coast. They encounter woke tantric types in Portland 
and paranoid weed‐growing hippies in northern Cali‐

— MOORHEAD, Page 24

Channing Tatum is upstaged by a Belgian Malinois 
in “Dog.” 

MV Moorhead



 FIRST CRYOTHERAPY SESSION $25 | FIRST RED LIGHT SESSION $15

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

CRYOTHERAPY
FEEL BETTER, PERFORM BETTER

We off er Cryotherapy, Red Light Therapy, 

Hydromassage and Infrared Sauna...

Everything you need to be your best!

 Here’s how Cryotherapy can help YOU 
 boost your performance… 

Cryo Tempe | 8400 S. Kyrene Rd., Ste 107, Tempe
(602)552-6714 | www.cryotempe.com

Cryotherapy is your holistic pathway to optimal wellness through reduced 

infl ammation, increased cellular function and a stronger immune system.

Cryo Tempe
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Small but mighty Chandler 
American Little League 
strengthens its community
By Andrew Lwowski 
Wrangler News 

 

There aren’t that many of them. 
And none of them is old enough 
to drive a car or vote. 

Yet the boys and girls who play in 
the non‐profit, volunteer‐based Chan‐
dler American Little League continue to 
strengthen the identity of West Chan‐
dler and enhance its sense of com‐
munity through their character, 
sportsmanship, grit and performance 
on the diamond. 

The Chandler American Juniors Divi‐
sion team won the Arizona District 13 
Championship last summer. 

The league, founded in the 1980s 
and representing ZIP codes 85224 and 
85226, has prided itself on being 
smaller and more intimate than its 
neighboring leagues.  

Jeremey Stawiecki, Chandler Ameri‐
can Little League vice president, recalls 
that 30 years ago the area was desolate. 

“Our sister league is Chandler Na‐
tional. They have grown to where they 
are so big that they have two divisions, 
South and North,” Stawiecki said. They 
have over 1,500 players, where we like 
to be a smaller community. Prior to 
COVID‐19, we averaged 250 players. We 
actually prefer that size because you get 
a much smaller community feel.” 

Nothing says “family atmosphere” 
about the league more than actual fam‐
ilies. The league runs on volunteers, so 
parental support is key, whether it’s as 

team parent or volunteer coach. From 
the player draft in late winter through 
the end of the season in early summer, 
parents are along with their kids every 
step of the way.  

Take Majors coach, league Board 
member and registration coordinator 
John Carlson for example. 

“I’ll be returning for my second time 
as a head coach this season when my 
son, who’s now 11, enters the Majors 
Division,” Carlson said. “I’m not sure 
who is looking forward to it more — 
him or me.  

“My family and I had only lived in 
Chandler for about 3 years, but I can tell 
you that being part of Chandler Ameri‐
can Little League was the single‐most 
important way we all became part of 
our new neighborhood and community. 
It helped us make new friends and get 
connected with our neighbors. It has 
helped my son grow and develop as a 
ball player and provided a regular form 
of family fun during the week and on 
weekends. My son Chris has now played 
seven seasons with Chandler Ameri‐
can.”  

Carlson was introduced to coaching 
by his friend and coaching mentor, Sta‐
wiecki, another Chandler American 
blue blood. His sons have played in the 
league for more than 15 years, and he’s 
been involved right along with them. 

“The league has established a strong 
community and that is a strong factor in 
what keeps it so productive and active,” 
Stawiecki said. “I started with my old‐

fornia. 
Briggs even poses as a blind man, 

with Lulu as his service animal, to get a 
good hotel room in San Francisco. 
Through it all, of course, this boy and 
his dog gradually bond. 

Co‐directed by Tatum and co‐screen‐
writer Reid Carolin, this movie, the re‐
lease of which was delayed for more 
than a year, is being marketed as a 
comedy, and there are broad, heavy‐
handed scenes in which Briggs is the 
slapstick butt of the dog’s mayhem.  

In general, though, the film is more 
poignant and compassionate than might 
be expected. Its concern with the plight 
of PTSD‐afflicted veterans, both two‐ 
and four‐legged, is at the core of the 
film. 

Tatum is also at the core. I’ve always 
liked him.  

His dim, sweet manner suggests a 
deep decency. But he’s pretty much the 
whole show here.  

The supporting characters, like the 
hippies and Portlanders, are stereotypi‐
cal—though not mean‐spiritedly so—
and also fleeting.  

A large percentage of the film is just 
Tatum, nattering away to the dog, like 
one does.  

He makes Briggs a surprisingly lay‐
ered characterization, and he shows 
that he can carry a movie all by himself. 

Well, not all by himself. Part of what 
makes the film so touching are the reac‐
tion shots of Lulu’s soulful face.  

Tatum is never likely to have a more 
beautiful leading lady. 

Dog is rated PG‑13 and plays at Ari‑
zona Mills, Tempe Marketplace, Chandler 
Fashion Center, Chandler Crossroads and 
other multiplexes Valley wide.

Moorhead 
From Page 22

Screen Service Repair

Follow us on Facebook  -   
facebook.com/mckaystruevalue

McKay’s True Value
480.686.8064
4939 W. Ray Rd. 

Ray & Rural Rd. in Chandler AZ.

McKay’s True Value® is the place for screen 

repair and replacement! The weather is getting 

nice and it’s time to open the windows! You’ll 

get expert service at a fair price on repair 

or replacement of a window, patio and door 

screens. Refresh your old screens–and your 

home– with help from your local True Value.
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est, who’s (now) a sophomore in col‐
lege. My youngest is going to be 11. It’s 
a nice sense of belonging in the com‐
munity and that’s a big perk for what 
we do. 

“We play our games at the same lo‐
cation and relatively the same days dur‐
ing the week. You meet your neighbors 
and you meet your neighbors’ kids and 
you grow up with them from as little as 
4 years old in our T‐ball Division up to 
our Juniors Division. Being a smaller 
league, it has advantages and disadvan‐
tages, but I think the biggest thing is 
definitely the sense of community.” 

Chandler American plays its games 
at Nozomi Park, 250 S. Kyrene Road in 
Chandler. 

League president Nikki Gamboa em‐
phasizes that players and their families 
need not be Chandler American blue 
bloods to participate. 

“We want families to know that even 
if they haven’t played before that they 
are welcome to our league because we 
have all different ranges of abilities,” 
Gamboa said.  

Little League is not a year‐round op‐
eration and coaches encourage players 
to participate in other sports outside of 
baseball to avoid burnout. 

“I tell the kids at the end of the sea‐
son to throw the glove in the garage and 
go pick up something else, whatever 
you want to do,” Stawiecki said.  

He acknowledges, though, that 
among the changes during his involve‐
ment is the temptation to play one sport 
year‐round. 

“And, there’s a lot more competition 

from club teams and other leagues,” he 
said. 

Being a non‐profit organization, 
Chandler American depends on spon‐
sorships to help it buy uniforms and 
other necessities.  

“The businesses really support Little 
League,” Stawiecki said. “Our revenue is 
from registration and we try to keep 
our fees extremely low. We rely on the 
businesses that surround us, so we sell 
banners or we sell ads for our program. 
On Opening Day we encourage (spon‐
sors) to come down and display their 
services. The Diamondbacks got in‐
volved and supply us with jerseys and 
hats, which are a huge cost savings.”  

Chandler American offers five divi‐
sions, all of them co‐ed, starting with T‐
ball. This is purely instructional in 
fundamentals for ages 4‐6. Registration 
fees are $45.  

Next is Farm Division, for ages 7‐8. 
Players are taught to hit pitches from a 
machine and to refine skills for the next 
division. Registration is $65. 

Minors, for ages 9‐10, are taught to 
pitch. Game strategies are introduced.  

In Majors, for ages 11‐12, advanced 
skills are taught and developed. 

Finally, in Juniors, for ages 13‐14, 
new rules are introduced, such as lead‐
offs and pick‐offs, and the field is ex‐
panded to 90 feet between bases and to 
60‐feet, 6‐inches for pitching.  

Registration for Minors, Majors and 
Juniors is $120.  

More information about Chandler 
American Little League: Chandlerameri‐
can.com.

Chandler American Little League Minors All-Star team relaxes during 2021 district tournament.  
Photo by Melissa Ruiz 
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Ride with the  
No. 1 car insurer  
in Arizona.

With competitive rates and 
personal service, it’s no 
wonder more drivers trust 
State Farm®. As your local 
agent, I’m here to help life 
go right.®

LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL1708164

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills, 
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen 

Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying, 
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

 1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

 480.839.2623

Blizzard or Royal Treat
Buy One get the 2nd at 99¢ Not valid with other offers. 

Equal or lesser value. 
Valid at these locations only.

WE  ARE  OPEN

SE Corner Southern
/ McClintock

480.426.0010

NW Corner 
Elliot/Rural

480.831.7274

YOU’RE STILL HUNGRY.
DQ is ready to feed you.  
Come in for Carry Out 

and Drive-Thru.
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Sports Notebook . . . with Alex Zener 

Mtn. Pointe eliminates Corona boys basketball  
The third time against Mountain Pointe High was 

not the charm for Corona del Sol boys basketball. 
Facing the Pride for the third time in 10 days in the 

6A state playoff opener, the Aztecs were routed, 64‐46.  
In the final week of the regular season, Corona 

played two competitive games against the highly 
ranked Pride (19‐2), winning, 66‐63, and losing 56‐52. 

“I’m not sure why we seem to be playing better 
lately,” Corona coach Neil MacDonald said. “We dealt 
with a lot of injuries and illness in November and De‐
cember, which caused us to have a lot of different line‐
ups at practice and during games. 

“Different lineups, especially offensively, make it 
tough. It makes it hard to gel and be on the same page. 
(Shooting guard) Quinn Thorne is the only player 
who has started every game this season. The last cou‐
ple of weeks we have had everyone fairly healthy and 
at practice every day. That makes all the difference 
come game time. Regardless, I am really proud of how 
the team stayed together when it got tough. They are a 
great group to coach.” 

The Aztecs honored their seniors at the last home 
game on Feb. 7 against Mountain Pointe: point guard 
Brandon Lee, forward Nikola Kostadinovski, for‐
ward Peyton Beauer, power forward Vin Hutcher‑
son, guard Hunter Stratton, guard Raymond Lam 
and Thorne. 

Other who figured prominently this season were 
junior center Ollie Hinder, sophomore point guard 
Preston Lee and freshman guard Jordan Lee.  

The Aztecs honored their seniors at the last home 
game on Feb. 7 against Mountain Pointe.  

Although they finished 13‐14, the Aztecs late‐sea‐
son turnaround began Feb. 11 with a 57‐45 trouncing 
of Sandra Day O’Connor, the 19th seed in the tourna‐
ment, in a play‐in game.  

The Aztecs relied on their quickness and suffocat‐

ing defense to get 11 steals and four blocks against the 
Eagles with opportunities to score fast‐break points. 

 
Padres’ boys hoops just misses playoffs 

The Marcos de Niza boys (17‐10, 3‐5 Desert Sky 4A 
Region) came up just short of a 4A state tournament 
play‐in game. 

During their final home game against Saguaro, the 
team honored their eight seniors, who this year lifted 
the team to a winning record: Chris Romero, Tony 
Mottola, Wesley Salter, Julius Rhodes, Kenyelle 
Bailey, Joseph Hernandez, Cam Bueno and Devin 
Gentry. 

Mottola led the team in scoring (16.6‐point aver‐
age) and in steals and blocks. He was followed by 
Rhodes with 12.7 points a game and Bailey at nearly 
10 a game. 

Bailey led the Padres in rebounds (9.4 average). 
Salter played in 24 of the 27 games, averaging about 
an assist and a steal per game. Bueno appeared in 20 
games, averaging 3 points and 2.4 rebounds. 

 
Corona girls drops tourney play-in game 

The Corona girls basketball team, with a 13‐15 
record and third place in the Central Region, was 
ranked 24th in the state – meaning that for the first 
time in years it qualified for the 6A Conference state 
tournament play‐in game on Feb. 10 against No. 9 
seed Mesa. 

The Jackrabbits eliminated the Aztecs. 
The eight seniors honored during a 51‐21 win over 

Mountain Pointe in the final home game were forward 
Kayla McDonald, guard Taylor Wasson, forward Sa‑
raiah Ervin, guard Abby Porter, guard Megan Kirc‑
hardt, forward Trinity Bratlien, forward Molly 
Siegal and center Ellie Steward. 



Intel, Dell partner with area schools, give 
4,000 laptops to help bridge digital divide 

BU

BUSINESS       
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Tempe Coalition
For more information or learn how to get involved please visit www.flavorshookkidsaz.org

TO REDUCE UNDERAGE DRINKING AND DRUG USE

Tempe Coalition is a grant-funded project of  

DID YOU KNOW? 
• One in six Arizona high school students use e-cigarettes 

• 7 out of 10 youth e-cigarette users cite fl avors as a reason they use e-cigarettes 

• Liquid nicotine is more potent, used more frequently, creating teen addiction faster

Intel, Chandler’s largest employer, 
has teamed with Dell Technologies to 
distribute 4,000 high‐powered com‐
puters to students and teachers in the 
Chandler area in a pilot project in‐
tended to accelerate student learning. 

Intel, which is Arizona’s largest tech‐
nology manufacturer, Dell and Chandler 
Unified School District created the Edu‐
cation Technology as a Service initiative 
in an attempt to bridge the digital di‐
vide.  

Intel and Dell made a joint invest‐
ment of $1.6 million to support the 
project and create a blueprint for how 
devices are deployed into schools. With 

it, Intel and Dell hope to transform the 
way K‐12 embraces education technol‐
ogy. 

“We are so proud to be a part of the 
solution to bridge digital divide in the 
community with Dell Technologies and 
CUSD,” said Michael Campbell, global 
head of education for Intel’s Client Com‐
puting Group. “Investing in the success 
of students and educators is key to 
strengthening our community.”  

Under the partnership, Dell distrib‐
uted the laptops featuring Intel micro‐
processors to students and teachers at 
Chandler High School in a two‐day 
event.  

The laptops were loaded with fea‐
tures like LTE to address the lack of Wi‐
Fi and the other devices had education 
purpose‐built options. Dell will provide 
IT support services and reduce the total 
cost of ownership. 

The Hub, which is a center for trou‐
bleshooting technology issues with tech 
support from Intel and Dell, also was 
inaugurated as a part of the project. The 
Hub is an extension of the traditional li‐
brary regarding loaner devices de‐
signed to help students and teachers. 

“Students are the big winners with 
this partnership,” said Chandler Unified 
superintendent Franklin Narducci. 
“Learning doesn’t stop when the final 
bell rings at the end of the day. Provid‐
ing laptops and connectivity will go a 
long way to help us bridge the digital di‐
vide.” 

Since the onset of the COVID‐19 
pandemic, schools have faced a major 
challenge because of a dearth of ad‐
vanced devices to conduct virtual learn‐
ing coupled with a lack of Wi‐Fi in some 

households. Valuable time had to be 
spent troubleshooting these devices 
rather than doing more meaningful 
work.  

This presented a pressing need for 
advanced computers to deliver an eas‐

— INTEL, Page 28

Intel, Chandler’s largest employer, and 
computer giant Dell team to present 4,000 
laptops to area students and teachers.  –Intel photo 



Law Offices of

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, JR., P.C.

Certified Specialist
in Injury and

Wrongful Death
Litigation

By the Arizona
Board of Legal
Specialization

I will fight for the
justice you deserve

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, JR., P.C.

288 North Ironwood Drive, Suite 102,
Apache Junction, Arizona 85120

(480) 897-0990

Professional - Efficient - Knowledgeable

4500 S. Lakeshore Drive 
Suite 368 

Tempe, AZ 85282 
480-897-0990
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ier, frictionless and more manageable learning and 
teaching experience.  

The vision of ETaaS is to thoughtfully address 
these challenges with highly capable learning devices. 
This innovative partnership creates a blueprint for 
how devices are deployed into schools and ultimately 
bring about the technological transformation in the  
education sector.   

Campbell added that Intel is committed to leverag‐
ing the power of technology to strengthen our com‐
munity. 

Intel 
From Page 27

420unit luxury housing complex coming near W. Chandler
Ground has been broken at Town Chandler, a mul‐

tifamily project near West Chandler’s Loop101/Loop 
202 interchange.  

“People continue to move to Chandler for employ‐
ment opportunities and to enjoy a high quality of life. 
Town Chandler adds to the diverse mix of housing op‐
tions available in our community,” said Chandler 
Mayor Kevin Hartke. 

Town Chandler, 2375 W. Frye Road, is in the desir‐
able area near Chandler Fashion Center and the Price 
Corridor employment center, a technology hub and 
large Chandler‐area employer with its leading‐edge 
companies.  

The 420‐unit, luxury‐apartment Town Chandler 

was designed by Todd and Associates. The General 
Contractor is McShane Construction Company.  

It will include expansive open spaces and world‐
class amenities, as well as upscale mid‐century mod‐
ern architectural styling and finishes, and multiple 
floor plans.  

The first units will be available in the summer of 
2023 and the developer, The Related Group, aims to 
host its grand opening shortly thereafter. 

Established in 1979, The Related Group has grown 
to join the country’s largest real estate conglomerates. 
The privately held company has built, rehabilitated, 
and managed more than 100,000 condominium, 
rental and commercial units.  
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For Sale 
 

Former B&B in Mancos, CO—  Historic 5 

bedroom former B&B with separate 2 bed-

room carriage house on .83 acres in the 

heart of beautiful Mancos, Colorado. Of-

fered at $849,000 Photos and more infor-

mation at www.mancosrealestate.com 

Wanted 

 

Great Harvest Bread Co. is looking for 

customer svc and baking team members. 

Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in 

& apply at 1730 E. Warner Rd, Tempe. 

Services 

Spanish Tutoring (Grades 6-12) Virtual or 

In-Person — Does your child need 

support with Spanish? I am an AZ certified 

Spanish teacher with 15 yrs. of experi-

ence. I hold a B.A. and M.Ed. Email me at 

wellsd59@gmail.com  or call 602-525-

0634. 

Concrete — All your concrete needs. 

Quality concrete work, slabs, footings , 

pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard 

landscaping. Tempe based since 

1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e 

mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, 

bonded and Ins. 11/21 

Contracting — Triple G Contracting, your 

contractor for life: concrete, tile, roofing, 

painting inside & out, laminate flooring, 

electrical, garage floor epoxy, block. 480-

787-8455  11/21 

Garage Door — Garage Door Service, 

Broken Springs Replaced.  Prompt 

professional service, Repair & Installation, 

no extra charge for evenings and 

weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-

251-8610.  11/21 

Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your 

home and yard repairs, call Dan at 480-

763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, 

electrical. I do it all. Specializing in the 

Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 

20 years’ experience. Not a licensed 

contractor, just a perfectionist. Free 

Estimates. 9/21 

Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – 

General Repair and Maintenance. 

Electrical, home entertainment hookups, 

plumbing, install ceiling fans, fixtures, 

phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, 

neat and dependable. 25 years’ 

experience. Not a licensed contractor - 

Make your list and call Ron 480-233-1834 

or 480-736-1599. 10/21 

House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH 

CLEANING - Serving the Valley for Over 25 

Years. Affordable Service with Quality and  

Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. 

Excellent references. 480-838-4066 or 

602-481-7000 1/22 

Afterschool Driver for 2 kids/ Waggoner 

—  Driver needed M/T/Th/Fri to pick up 2 

kids from Waggoner @ 2:10pm and drive 

them home near McClintock and Chandler 

Blvd. 1 hr/day. $18/hour. 2/22 

Painting — Village Painting – 

Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair 

with texture matching, custom faux 

finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also 

welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 

814-1588. 10/21 

Pool Equipment repair/replacement—

Weekly Service, GREEN pool Clean-ups , 

the only company where the owner has a 

degree in hydrology! Insured, Certified 

Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service 

& Repair, 480-694-1158.  12/21 

Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – 

Specializing in all phases of construction. 

Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and 

Vinyl siding, AZ rooms, replacement 

windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. 

We love small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. 

Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC 

#112275.  

 

Wrangler News Classifieds • Place your ad at wranglernews.com/classifieds
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REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time, 

hire a quality, licensed contractor with 
30 years experience.  
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section are placed by 
local business owners who want to be a reliable 
go-to source that you can trust now and in the 
future. Ads in this section appear in 6 
consecutive issues at a cost of $150, plus tax, 
which includes an accompanying classified ad  
at no additional charge. Call 480-966-0837 for 
information. Note that ads appearing on this page expire with 

the date shown on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to 

ensure no lapse in your ad’s appearance. 
 

J.A.K. 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

SPECIALIZING IN 

480-820-8711

SEAMLESS 
RAIN GUTTERS

ALUM. SIDING • WINDOWS  
TRIM • AZ ROOMS

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

$60/Month!

Your Honey-Do
HANDYMAN

GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
ELECTRICAL
HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS
FAN INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING
CARPENTRY

RON MINER
480-233-1834

Not a licensed contractor

602.825.2580

• Kitchen • Bathroom 
• Office • Laundry

FREE CABINET DESIGN 
Redrockcabinets.com 
Visit our showroom @

5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2 
Chandler - 85226

D
Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

Call 480-233-6561 
Contactless quoting and cleaning
www.extrememediablast.com

We clean pool tile, fountains and 
water features by removing calcium 

and other build-ups, restoring 
surfaces to like-new condition!

 

This space is  
AVAILABLE! 

 
6 Issues FULL COLOR $165 

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140             
 

Call 480.966.0837 
480-694-1158

Weekly Service. Equipment Repair/ 
Replacement GREEN Pool Clean-Ups

CALL TODAY  
for a free water quality assessment
10% off all drains
No worries 
Just jump in!

ARIZONA OASIS  
Pool Service & Repair

Your Contractor for Life
ROC# 322729 | Licensed & Bonded

Concrete
Tile

Inside/Outside Paint
Pavers

Electrical

Block

  480-787-8455480-787-8455

Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood People You Know
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W. Chandler school offers 
college, career readiness 
for specialneeds students 

In Kyrene School District, each middle school and 
K‐8 boasts a signature program that defines its iden‐
tity and culture.  

At Kyrene Aprende Middle School, that program is 
Advancement Via Individual Determination, a college 
and career readiness system. What makes it unique at 
Aprende is inclusion of students with special needs. 

Aprende, 777 N. Desert Breeze Blvd. in West Chan‐
dler, is among the first in Arizona to offer AVID as an 
elective for special‐needs students, following the AVID 
curriculum that teaches students advocacy and agency 
skills. The course rigor is the same as all other sec‐
tions of the elective. This section, however, supports 
students who have an Individualized Education Pro‐

gram or 504 plan. 
Through AVID, students develop essential skills, 

such as critical thinking, collaboration, reading, writ‐
ing and relationship building. 

“All students deserve an opportunity to succeed in 

high school and beyond,” Aprende Principal Renee 
Kory said. “Providing special‐education students with 
the AVID curriculum ensures they are included and 
have the same skills as their peers.” 

Special‐education students in the program apply 
AVID skills in all core classes. This ensures that all stu‐
dents and staff are speaking a common language in 
the classroom. Kory believes that AVID is critical to 
preparing students with special needs for success in 
high school. 

AVID for special‐needs students is co‐taught by 
Katie Desserres and Rachel Polay.  

“At the beginning of the year, I witnessed students 
walk in shy, apprehensive, and nervous,” Polay said. 
“The growth we have seen in our students is exponen‐
tial. Our students are willing to be vulnerable and 
offer up their own personal experiences and opinions 
on sensitive topics. I am honored every day to witness 
their individuality in academics and personality.” 

Members of the AVID program at Kyrene Aprende Middle 
School in West Chandler.         –Kyrene School District photo 
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 LA  CASA DE JUANA  
 
 

1805 E Elliot Road, Tempe  • Pollack Cinemas Center  •  480-820-0837

DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH 
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND 
MOUTHWATERING FOOD  

 
If you think you have been to a Mexican 
restaurant lately you probably need to 
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic, we mean it! 
Upon entering, you’ll be dazzled by the 
colorful décor, beautiful tables and 
chairs, Mexican painted murals, 
colorful banners hanging from the 
ceiling and beautiful art.   

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this 
your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give 
La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great 
food, awesome salsa,  great service and 
amazing ambience. Don’t forget happy 
hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every  day 
with $2 beer (domestic and imports) 
and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful salsa, 
the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 

Check out our menu or order online at 
juanashouse.com  
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• Come play at our kid fun zone
• Explore services that can help

your family

• Find volunteer opportunities
• Enjoy food trucks

Human Services Pop-up
Explore     Engage     Educate

Get Help.
Give Help.
Be Connected.

4th ANNUAL
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COVID-19+
TESTING LABORATORY

ADVANCED TESTING SERVICES

FREE TEST

COVID-19 
TRAVEL TESTS

• 10 min Rapid Test
• 70 min PCR Test

Walk-In, Open 7 days from 8 AM to 6 PM

590 N. Alma School Road #7, Chandler 85224

Tel 480-703-4227
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Magnus Title 
Agency

You win 
when  banks 

compete!
“Call Us First”

480-797-2892

treating us as one of his family mem-
bers. Thank you, Scotty, for selling 
our home successfully!”
--Tomomi T.

Sell Your Home 
for a Record 
Price in 202 ! 
“The Agnew Team is amazing 
to work with! Professional 
and knowledgeable. Great 
communication and always 
available. They made the 

me. Coordinated photos, listing 
and showings quickly and at 
my convenience. I loved the 
enthusiasm and energy Patti 
and Scotty brought to the sale. 
They both are well connected 
in the area and brought many 
potential buyers to see my 
property immediately in under 
48 hours! “
--Sam C.

“Scotty is very kind and caring 
person and his service was 
exactly who he is. He always 
communicated and responded right 
away. I felt like he was Please call our cell or text us for 

a quick response at 480-797-2892

NMLS #938581

www.theagnewteam.com 
Get your free quote!

How to Sell Your Home Without Becoming Homeless

Dear South Tempe Neighbor,
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